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Our sincere gospel questions can provide Heavenly
Father and Jesus Christ with opportunities to help
us grow.

I know this may come as a surprise, but I'm
old enough to remember when we were taught
in school that there were nine planets in our
solar system. One of those planets, Pluto, was
given its name by 11-year-old Venetia Burney of
Oxford, England, after its discovery in 1930.And
up until 1992, Pluto was believed to be the most
distant object in our solar system. During this
time, it was common to find childhood papier
maché models of our planetary neighborhood in
classrooms and science fairs, each one illustrating
Pluto’s position on the known border. Many sci-
entists believed that beyond that edge, the outer
solar system consisted of empty space.

However, a lingering question remained
within the scientific community regarding the
origin of a particular type of comet that astrono-
mers regularly tracked.And that question persist-
ed for decades before the discovery of another
distant region of our solar system. With the
limited knowledge they had, scientists used those
intervening decades to produce significant tech-
nological advances that allowed for further study
and exploration. Their eventual breakthrough
reconfigured our planetary zone and resulted in
Pluto being rehomed to this new region of space
and our solar system consisting of eight planets.

One leading planetary scientist and principal
investigator for the New Horizons space mission
tasked with exploring Pluto up close had this to
say about this experience: “We thought we un-
derstood the geography of our solar system. We
didn’t. We thought we understood the popula-
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Vara uppriktiga evangeliefragor kan ge var him-
melske Fader och Jesus Kristus majligheter att
hjilpa oss vixa.

Jag vet att det kan komma som en &verrask-
ning, men jag dr gammal nog att minnas nér vi
larde oss i skolan att det fanns nio planeter i vart
solsystem. En av dessa planeter, Pluto, fick sitt
namn av 11-driga Venetia Burney fran Oxford
i England efter upptackten 1930.Och fram till
1992 trodde man att Pluto var det mest avlagsna
foremalet i vart solsystem. Under den har tiden
var det vanligt att hitta papier-maché-model-
ler av vart planetédra grannskap i klassrum och
pa vetenskapsmadssor, och alla visade de Plutos
position vid den kdnda griansen. Manga veten-
skapsmaén trodde att bortom den grinsen bestod
det yttre solsystemet av tomma rymden.

Men en envis fraga kvarstod inom veten-
skapen gillande ursprunget av en sarskild slags
komet som astronomer regelbundet f6ljde.Och
den frdgan drojde kvar i artionden innan dnnu
ett avlagset omréade i vart solsystem upptacktes.
Med den begriansade kunskap de hade anvinde
forskarna drtiondena diaremellan till att gora
viktiga tekniska genombrott som ledde till vidare
studier och utforskningar. Deras slutliga genom-
brott omformade var planetira zon, forflyttade
Pluto till den hér nya rymdregionen och fick vart
solsystem att besta av atta planeter.

En ledande planetforskare och chefsforska-
re for New Horizon, vars rymduppdrag var att
utforska Pluto ingadende hade foljande att sdga
om den hir upplevelsen: ” Vi trodde att vi forstod
geografin i vart solsystem. Det gjorde vi inte.

Vi trodde att vi kdnde till antalet planeter i vart

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Browning-October 2024-English/Swedish

tion of planets in our solar system. And we were
wrong.”

What is striking to me about this period
of space exploration history are some parallels
and key distinctions between the metaphorical
pursuit of expanding scientific horizons and the
journey that we, as children of God, undertake to
seek answers to our spiritual questions. Specif-
ically, how we can respond to the limits of our
spiritual understanding and prepare ourselves for
the next stage of personal growth—and where we
can turn for help.

Line upon Line

Asking questions and searching for mean-
ing are a natural and normal part of our mortal
experience. At times, not readily having complete
answers can bring us to the edge of our under-
standing, and those limitations can feel frustrat-
ing or overwhelming. Wondrously, Heavenly
Father’s plan of happiness for all of us is designed
to help us progress despite our limitations and
accomplish what we cannot accomplish on our
own,even without a complete knowledge of all
things. God’s plan is merciful toward the lim-
itations of our humanity; provides us with our
Savior, Jesus Christ, to be our Good Shepherd;
and inspires us to use our agency to choose Him.

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf has taught that “ask-
ing questions isn’t a sign of weakness,” but rather
“it’s a precursor of growth”Speaking directly
to our personal effort as seekers of truth, our
prophet, President Russell M. Nelson, has taught
that we must have “a deep desire” and “ask with
a sincere heart[and] real intent, having faith in
[Jesus] Christ” He has further taught that “real
intent’ means that onereally intendsto follow the
divine direction given”

Our personal effort to grow in wisdom may
lead us to examine our questions, complex or
otherwise, through the lens of cause and effect,
seeking out and recognizing patterns and then
forming narratives to give shape to our under-
standing and fill in perceived gaps in knowl-
edge. When we consider our pursuit of spiritual
knowledge, however, these thoughtful processes
may be helpful at times but on their own can be
incomplete as we look to discern things per-
taining to Heavenly Father and our Savior, Jesus
Christ, Their gospel, Their Church, and Their
plan for all of us.

God the Father and His Son’s way of im-
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solsystem. Och vi hade fel”

Det som slar mig med den hér perioden i
rymdutforskningens historia dr vissa paralleller
och viktiga distinktioner mellan den metaforiska
jakten efter en utokad vetenskaplig horisont och
den resa som vi, som barn till Gud, gor for att fa
svar pa vara andliga fragor. Mer specifikt hur vi
kan hantera granserna for var andliga kunskap
och forbereda oss for nésta etapp av personlig
tillvaxt — och vart vi kan vinda oss for att fa
hjalp.

Rad parad

Att stélla fragor och soka efter mening ar en
naturlig och normal del av var jordiska upple-
velse. Ibland kan avsaknaden av fullstaindiga
svar fora oss till var kunskapsgrans, och dessa
begransningar kan kdnnas frustrerande och 6ver-
valdigande. Forunderligt nog dr var himmelske
Faders lycksalighetsplan for oss alla utformad
for att hjalpa oss vaxa trots vara begransning-
ar, och uppna det vi inte sjdlva kan uppna,aven
utanfullstindig kunskap om allting. Guds plan ar
barmhartig mot vara manskliga begransningar,
ger oss var Frilsare Jesus Kristus till att vara var
gode herde, och inspirerar oss att anvinda vér
handlingsfrihet till att vélja honom.

Aldste Dieter F. Uchtdorf har sagt: Att stélla
fragor dr inget tecken pa svaghet”, utan “foregér
tillvaxt”Med hénsyftning pa vara personliga an-
strangningar som sanningssokare har var profet
Russell M. Nelson sagt att vi maste ha "en djup
onskan” och “fraga med ett uppriktigt hjarta,
[och] drligt uppsat, och med tro pa [Jesus] Kris-
tus”. Han har dessutom sagt att arligt uppsat’
innebar att manverkligen har for avsiktatt f6lja
den gudomliga vigledning som ges”

Vir personliga anstrangning att véxa i vishet
kan fa oss att granska vara fragor, komplexa eller
inte, genom ett perspektiv av orsak och verkan,
genom att soka och kdnna igen monster och
sedan skapa narrativ for att gestalta var kunskap
och fylla i de upplevda kunskapsluckorna. Men
nér vi betanker var stravan efter andlig kunskap
kan dessa tankfulla processer vara till hjalp
ibland, men kan i sig vara ofullstindiga nar vi
forsoker urskilja sadant som ror var himmelske
Fader och var Frilsare Jesus Kristus, deras evang-
elium, deras kyrka och deras plan for oss alla.

Gud Fadern och hans Sons sitt att meddela
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parting Their wisdom to us prioritizes inviting
the power of the Holy Ghost to be our personal
teacher as we center Jesus Christ in our lives and
in our faithful seeking for Their answers and
Their meaning. They invite us to discover truth
through devoted time spent studying holy scrip-
ture and to seek for latter-day revealed truth for
our day and our time, imparted by modern-day
prophets and apostles. They entreat us to spend
regular, worshipful time in the house of the Lord
and to take to our knees in prayer “to access in-
formation from heaven.”Jesus’s promise to those
present to hear His Sermon on the Mount is as
true for us in our day as it was during His earthly
ministry: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you.”Our Savior assures that “your Father
which is in heaven give[s] good things to them
that ask him.”

The Lord’s method of teaching is “line upon
line, precept upon precept.”We may be required
to “wait upon the Lord”in the space between
our current line of understanding and the next
yet to be delivered. This sacred space can be a
place where our greatest spiritual conditioning
can occur—the site where we can “bear with
patience’our earnest seeking and renew our
strength to continue to keep the sacred promises
we have made to God through covenant.

Our covenant relationship with Heavenly
Father and Jesus Christ signals our prevailing
citizenship in God’s kingdom. And our residency
therein requires aligning our life to divine princi-
ples and putting in the effort to grow spiritually.

Obedience

One key principle taught throughout the
Book of Mormon is when God’s children choose
to demonstrate obedience and keep their cove-
nants, they receive continual spiritual guidance
and direction. The Lord has told us that through
our obedience and diligence, we may gain knowl-
edge and intelligence.God’s laws and command-
ments are not designed to be an obstacle in our
life but a powerful gateway to personal revelation
and spiritual education. President Nelson has
taught the crucial truth that “revelation from
God is always compatible with His eternal law”
and further that “it never contradicts His doc-
trine” Your willing obedience to God’s com-
mands, despite not having a complete knowledge
of His reasons, places you in the company of His
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sin visdom till oss prioriterar den Helige Andens
kraft till att vara var personlige ldrare ndr vi foku-
serar pa Jesus Kristus i vart liv och i vart trofasta
sokande efter deras svar och deras innebord. De
inbjuder oss att upptiacka sanning genom tid som
dgnas at studier av heliga skrifter och at att soka
efter nutida uppenbarade sanningar for var tid,
fran nutida profeter och apostlar. De vadjar till
oss att tillbringa regelbunden, andaktsfull tid i
Herrens hus och att stélla oss pa knd i bon “for att
fa tillgang till information fran himlen”Jesu lofte
till de ndrvarande vid hans Bergspredikan &r lika
sant for oss i dag som det var under hans jordiska
verksamhet: ”Be, och ni ska fi. SOk, och ni ska
finna. Bulta, och dorren ska 6ppnas for er” Var
Fralsare forsakrar oss att "er Far i himlen [ger]
det som ar gott till dem som ber honom”.

Herrens undervisningsmetod édr “rad pa rad,
bud pa bud”.Vi kanske maste "hoppas pa Her-
ren’i utrymmet mellan var nuvarande kunskaps-
niva och den vi ska uppna hirnist. Detta heliga
utrymme kan vara en plats dér var storsta andliga
torbattring kan ske - platsen dar vi tdlmodigt
kan uthédrdavér uppriktiga stravan och férnya vér
styrka att fortsétta halla de heliga l6ften vi ingétt
med Gud genom forbund.

Vir forbundsrelation med var himmelske Fa-
der och Jesus Kristus ar ett tecken pa vart radan-
de medborgarskap i Guds rike. Och var boning
dér kraver att vi anpassar vart liv efter himmelska
principer och anstranger oss att vixa andligen.

Lydnad

En mycket viktig princip som genomgéende
tas upp i Mormons bok dr att nar Guds barn vil-
jer att visa lydnad och halla sina férbund far de
fortsatt andlig vagledning. Herren har sagt till oss
att vi genom lydnad och flit kan fa kunskap och
intelligens.Guds lagar och befallningar ér inte
utformade for att vara ett hinder i vart liv utan
en kraftfull port till personlig uppenbarelse och
andlig utbildning. President Nelson har lart oss
den centrala sanningen att “uppenbarelse fran
Gud alltid ar forenlig med hans eviga lag” och
“den motsager aldrig hans lara”Din villiga lydnad
mot Guds bud, trots att du inte fullstandigt for-
star hans motiv, far dig att hamna i hans profeters
sallskap. Mose kapitel 5 ldr oss om ett sarskilt
mote mellan Adam och en Herrens dngel.
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prophets. Moses 5 teaches us about a particular
interaction between Adam and an angel of the
Lord.

After the Lord gave Adam and Eve “com-
mandments, that they should worship the Lord
their God, and should offer the firstlings of their
flocks, for an offering unto the Lord,” the scrip-
tures say that “Adam wasobedientunto the com-
mandments of the Lord” We go on to read that
“after many days an angel of the Lord appeared
unto Adam, saying: Why dost thou offer sacri-
fices unto the Lord? And Adam said unto him:I
know not, save the Lord commanded me.”

Adam’s obedienceprecededhis under-
standing andpreparedhim to receive thesacred
knowledgethat he was participating in asacred
symbolof the Atonement of Jesus Christ. Our
humble obedience will, likewise, pave the way for
our spiritual discernment of God’s ways and His
divine purpose for each of us. Reaching to elevate
our obedience brings us closer to our Savior,
Jesus Christ, because obedience to His laws and
commandments is effectually reaching out to
Him.

Additionally, our fidelity to the knowledge
and wisdom we havealready inheritedthrough
our faithful adherence to gospel principles and
sacred covenants is crucial preparation for our
readiness to receive and be stewards of commu-
nications from the Holy Spirit.

Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ are the
source of all truthand share Their wisdom liber-
ally.Also, understanding that we do not possess
any personal knowledge independent of Godcan-
help us know who to turn to and where to place
our primary trust.

Profound Trust

The Old Testament account of Naaman, the
military leader who was healed of leprosy by the
prophet Elisha, is a particular favorite of mine.
The story illustrates how the firm faith of a “little
maid” altered the course of one man’s life and, for
all believers, revealed the reach of God’s mercy
to those who place their trust in Him and His
prophet. Though nameless, this young girl also
helped to push our understanding forward. And
Naamans belief on her testimony inspired him
to take his petition for healing to God’s chosen
servant.

Naaman’s response to the prophet Elisha’s in-
structions to wash in the river Jordan was at first
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Och Herren gav Adam och Eva "befallning-
ar att de skulle tillbe Herren sin Gud och oftra
forstlingarna i sina hjordar som offer 4t Herren”
Skrifterna sager att "AdamlyddeHerrens befall-
ningar”. Vi fortsitter lasa att "efter ménga dagar
visade sig en Herrens dngel for Adam och sa:
"Varfor frambir du offer at Herren?” Och Adam
sa till honom: "Jag vet inte, endast att Herren
befallde mig.”

Adams lydnadféregickhans kunskap ochfor-
bereddehonom for att ta emot denheliga kunska-
penatt han deltog i enhelig symbolfor Jesu Kristi
férsoning. Var 6dmjuka lydnad banar pa sam-
ma sdtt vig for var andliga urskiljning av Guds
vagar och hans gudomliga syfte f6r var och en av
oss. Var strdvan att forbattra var lydnad for oss
ndrmare Frélsaren Jesus Kristus eftersom lydnad
mot hans bud och lagar far den avsedda f6ljden
att vi vander oss till honom.

Dessutom ér var trohet mot den kunskap
och vishet viredan har drvtgenom var trofasta
efterlevnad av evangeliets principer och heliga
férbund en avgoérande forberedelse for var for-
mdga att ta emot och vara forvaltare av kommu-
nikation fran den Helige Anden.

Var himmelske Fader och Jesus Kristus
ar killan till all sanningoch delar sin visdom
frikostigt.Och genom att forstd att vi inte dger
nagon personlig kunskap oberoende av Gudfér vi
hjalp att veta vem vi ska vinda oss till och vad vi
framst ska forlita oss pa.

Djupgaende fortrostan

Gamla testamentets berittelse om Naaman,
befilhavaren som botades fran spetilska av
profeten Elisha, dr en av mina sarskilda favoriter.
Berittelsen illustrerar hur "en ung flickas” fasta
tro forandrade en mans liv och, for alla troende,
uppenbarade omfattningen av Guds nad till dem
som forlitar sig pa honom och hans profet. Om
an namnlos gav den har unga flickan dven var
forstaelse en knuff framat. Och Naamans tro pa
hennes vittnesbord inspirerade honom att ta sin
vadjan om likedom till Guds utvalde tjanare.

Naamans respons pa profeten Elishas in-
struktioner att tvitta sig i floden Jordan var forst
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skeptical and indignant. But an invitation for him
to beobedientto the prophet’s counsel made way
for his healing and his dramatic understanding
that God was real.

We may find that some of our spiritual pe-
titions have reasonably discernible answers and
may not create significant discomfort for us. Or,
like Naaman, we may find that other needs are
more challenging and may create difficult and
complex feelings within us. Or, similar to the
description of the astronomers’ early conclusions
about our solar system, in our search forspiritual
truth, we may reach less accurate interpreta-
tions if we rely exclusively on our own limited
understanding, a sorrowful and unintended
consequence of which may lead us away from the
covenant path. And moreover, some questions
may persist until God, who “has all power” and
“all wisdom, and all understanding,” who “com-
prehendeth all things” in His mercy, provides
enlightenment through our belief on His name.

One significant caution from Naaman’s
account is that resisting obedience to God’s laws
and commandments may prolong or delay our
growth. We are blessed to have Jesus Christ as
our Master Healer. Our obedience to God’s laws
and commandments can open the way for our
Savior to provide the understanding and healing
He knows we need, according to His prescribed
treatment plan for us.

Elder Richard G. Scott taught that “this life
is an experience in profound trust—trust in
Jesus Christ, trust in His teachings, trust in our
capacity as led by the Holy Spirit to obey those
teachings for happiness now and for a purpose-
ful, supremely happy eternal existence. To trust
means to obey willingly without knowing the end
from the beginning (seeProv. 3:5-7). To produce
fruit, your trust in the Lord must be more pow-
erful and enduring thanyour confidence in your
own personal feelings and experience.”

Elder Scott continues: “To exercise faith is
to trust that the Lord knows what He is doing
with you and that He can accomplish it for your
eternal good even though you cannot understand
how He can possibly do it”

Closing Testimony

Dear friends, I testify that our sincere gospel
questions can provide Heavenly Father and Jesus
Christ with opportunities to help us grow. My
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misstro och harm. Men en uppmaning till ho-
nom att varalydigmot profetens rad majliggjorde
hans tillfrisknande och dramatiska insikt att Gud
var verklig.

Vi finner kanske att ndgra av vara andliga
vddjanden har rimligt urskiljbara svar och kanske
inte skapar betydande obehag for oss. Eller i lik-
het med Naaman upptécker vi kanske att andra
behov dr mer utmanande och kanske skapar
svara och komplicerade kénslor inom oss. Eller,

i likhet med beskrivningen av astronomernas ti-
diga slutsatser om vart solsystem, gor vi kanske i
vart sokande efterandlig sanningmindre korrekta
tolkningar om vi endast forlitar oss pa var egen
begransade forstaelse, en sorglig och oavsiktlig
konsekvens som kan leda oss bort fran férbunds-
stigen. Dessutom kan vissa fragor kvarsta tills
Gud, som "har all makt” och "all visdom och all
insikt”, som “forstar allting” i sin barmhartighet,
ger oss upplysning genom var tro pa hans namn.

En mycket viktig varning i berattelsen om
Naaman dr att motstand mot lydnad till Guds
lagar och befallningar kan férdroja eller forsena
var tillvaxt. Vi dr vdlsignade att fa ha Jesus Kris-
tus som var store ldkare. Var lydnad mot Guds la-
gar och befallningar kan bana vag for var Frilsare
att ge oss den kunskap och lakedom han vet att vi
behdover, enligt hans foreskrivna behandlingsplan
for oss.

Aldste Richard G. Scott ldrde att "detta liv
handlar om djupgaende fortréstan — fortrostan
pa Jesus Kristus, fortrostan pa hans lirdomar,
fortrostan pa var formaga, nar vi leds av den
Helige Anden, att lyda dessa lirdomar for att
uppleva lycka nu och fa en meningsfull, i hogsta
grad lycklig tillvaro i evigheten. Att fortrosta
innebir att lyda villigt utan att pa forhand veta
hur det gar (seOrdspréksboken 3:5-7). For att na
gott resultat, maste din fortrostan pa Herren vara
maktigare och mer bestdndig dn tron pa dina
egna kinslor och din egen erfarenhet”

Aldste Scott fortsatte: "Att utdva tro ar att
fortrosta pa att Herren vet vad han gor med dig,
och att han kan gora det for ditt eviga bésta, dven
om du inte kan forsta hur det dr mojligt att han
kan gora det”

Avslutande vittnesbord

Kéra vdnner, jag vittnar om att vara upprik-
tiga evangeliefragor kan ge var himmelske Fader
och Jesus Kristus mojligheter att hjélpa oss vixa.
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personal effort to seek answers from the Lord to
my own spiritual questions—past and present—
has allowed me to use the space between the
lines of my understanding and God’s to practice
obedience to Him and fidelity to the spiritual
knowledge that I currently possess.

I testify that placing your trust in Heavenly
Father and in His prophets, whom He has sent,
will help you to spiritually elevate and push you
forward toward God’s expanded horizon. Your
vantage will change because you will change.
God knows that the higher you are, the farther
you can see. Our Savior invites you to make that
climb. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Mina personliga anstrangningar att soka svar
fran Herren pa mina egna andliga fragor - tidi-
gare och nuvarande - har latit mig anvinda ut-
rymmet mellan min kunskap och Guds kunskap
till att 6va mig pa lydnad mot honom och trohet
till den andliga kunskap jag har just nu.

Jag vittnar om att ndr du satter din lit till din
himmelske Fader och hans profeter som han har
sant, forhojs din andlighet och du far en skjuts
framat mot Guds vidgade horisont. Din forman-
liga position fordndras eftersom du fordndras.
Gud vet att ju hogre du befinner dig, desto langre
kan du se. Var Frilsare uppmanar dig att gora
den klattringen. I Jesu Kristi namn, amen.
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