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Joseph Smith was “blessed to open the last dispen-
sation,” and we are blessed that he did.

My purpose this day and always is to testify
of Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God, the
Creator and Savior of the world, our Deliver-
er and Redeemer. Because “the fundamental
principles of our religion are the testimony of
the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus
Christ,’today I share with you my knowledge
and testimony of the Savior as they have been
strengthened and deepened by the life and teach-
ings of one key apostle and prophet.

The Beginning of Wisdom

On the morning of a beautiful clear day early
in the spring of 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith
entered a grove of trees near his family’s home to
pray about his sins and to ask which church to
join. His sincere prayer, offered with unwavering
faith, received the attention of the most power-
ful forces in the universe, including the Father
and the Son. And the devil. Each of these had an
intense interest in that prayer and in that boy.

What we now call the First Vision marked
the beginning of the Restoration of all things in
this last dispensation. But for Joseph, the expe-
rience was also personal and preparatory. All he
wanted was forgiveness and direction. The Lord
gave him both. The instruction to “join none of
[the churches]”was directive. The words “Thy
sins are forgiven thee”were redemptive.

For all the beautiful truths we might learn
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Joseph Smith “vilsignades med att fa inleda den
sista tidsutdelningen” och det dr en vilsignelse for
oss att han gjorde det.

Min avsikt denna dag och alltid &r att vittna
om Jesus Kristus, att han ar Guds Son, virldens
Skapare och Frilsare, var Forlossare och Ater-
l6sare. Eftersom "de fundamentala principerna
ivar religion dr apostlarnas och profeternas
vittnesbord om Jesus Kristus”,delar jag i dag med
mig av min kunskap och mitt vittnesbérd om
Fralsaren emedan de har stérkts och fordjupats
genom en sdrskilt viktig apostel och profets liv
och lirdomar.

Vishetens begynnelse

Pa morgonen en harlig, klar dag tidigt pa
varen 1820 gick den 14-arige Joseph Smith till en
lund i narheten av familjens hem for att be om
sina synder och for att fraga vilken kyrka han
skulle sluta sig till. Hans uppriktiga bon, som
uppsdndes med orubblig tro, uppmérksammades
av universums maktigaste krafter, det vill saga
Fadern och Sonen. Och djavulen. Var och en
av dem hyste ett brinnande intresse f6r den hér
bonen och den hir pojken.

Det vi nu kallar den forsta synen markera-
de borjan pa aterstdllelsen av allt i denna sista
tidsutdelning. Men for Joseph var upplevelsen
ocksa personlig och forberedande. Allt han ville
var att fa forlatelse och vigledning. Han fick dem
bada av Herren. Anvisningen att han inte skulle
“ansluta [sig] till ndgon av [kyrkorna] var vag-
ledande. Orden "dina synder ar dig forlatna’var
aterlosande.

Av alla vackra sanningar som vi kan ldra av
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from that First Vision, perhaps Joseph’s main
takeaway was simply, “I had found the testimo-
ny of James to be true—that a man who lacked
wisdom might ask of God, and obtain.”

As one scholar noted: “The real resonance of
the First Vision today is to know that it’s the na-
ture of God to give to those who lack wisdom. ...
The God that reveals Himself to Joseph Smith in
the sacred grove is a God who answers teenagers
in times of trouble.”

Joseph’s experience in the grove gave him
confidence to ask forforgivenessanddirectionfor
the rest of his life. His experience has also given-
meconfidence to ask for forgiveness and direc-
tion for the rest of my life.

Regular Repentance

On September 21, 1823, Joseph earnestly
prayed for forgiveness, confident that because
of his experience in the grove three years earli-
er, heaven would respond again.And it did. The
Lord sent an angel, Moroni, to instruct Joseph
and inform him of an ancient record he would
later translate by the gift and power of God—the
Book of Mormon.

Almost 13 years after that, Joseph and Oliver
Cowdery knelt in solemn, silent prayer in the
newly dedicated Kirtland Temple. We do not
know what they prayed for, but their prayers
likely included a plea for forgiveness, for, as they
arose, the Savior appeared and declared, “Behold,
your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before
me.”

In the months and years after this experi-
ence, Joseph and Oliver would sin again. And
again. But in that moment,forthat moment, in
response to their plea and in preparation for the
glorious restoration of priesthood keys that was
about to happen, Jesus made them sinless.

Joseph's life of regular repentance gives me
confidence to “come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that [I] may obtain mercy.’T have learned
that Jesus Christ truly is “of a forgiving disposi-
tion.”It is neither His mission nor His nature to
condemn. He came to save.

Inquiring of the Lord

As part of the promised “restitution of all
things,’the Lord, through Joseph Smith, brought
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den forsta synen tog Joseph kanske helt enkelt
med sig den har forst och framst: ”Jag hade fun-
nit att Jakobs vittnesbord var sant, att en mann-
iska som saknade vishet kunde be till Gud och ...
fa den”

Som en forskare konstaterade: "Det egentliga
ekot fran den forsta synen i dag ar kunskapen
om att det ligger i Guds natur att ge till dem som
saknar vishet ... Den Gud som uppenbarade sig
for Joseph Smith i den heliga lunden dr en Gud
som svarar tondringar i svara stunder.”

Josephs upplevelse i lunden gav honom
tillforsikt att be omforlitelseochvigledningunder
resten av sitt liv. Hans upplevelse har ocksa gett-
migtillforsikt att be om forlatelse och vigledning
under resten av mitt liv.

Regelbunden omvandelse

Den 21 september 1823 bad Joseph upp-
riktigt om forlitelse, med visshet om att himlen
skulle svara igen, tack vare upplevelsen i lunden
tre ar tidigare.Och det gjorde den. Herren siande
en dngel, Moroni, att ge anvisningar at Joseph
och informera honom om en forntida uppteck-
ning han senare skulle fa 6versitta genom Guds
gava och kraft - Mormons bok.

Nistan 13 ér senare stod Joseph och Oliver
Cowdery pa knd i hogtidlig tyst bon i det nyin-
vigda templet i Kirtland. Vi vet inte vad de bad
om, men deras boner innefattade sannolikt en
vadjan om forlatelse, for ndr de stéllde sig upp
igen visade Frélsaren sig och forkunnade: "Era
synder ér er forlatna. Ni ar rena infor mig?”

Under de ménader och ar som f6ljde pa den
hér handelsen, skulle Joseph och Oliver komma
att synda igen. Och igen. Men i den stunden,for-
den stunden, som svar pé deras viadjan och
som forberedelse for den hirliga aterstéllelse av
prastadomsnycklar som just skulle ske, gjorde
Jesus dem syndfria.

Josephs liv av regelbunden omvéndelse ger
mig tillforsikt att "frimodigt ga fram till nddens
tron for att fa barmhartighet”Jag har erfarit att
Jesus Kristus verkligen har ett "forlatande sin-
nelag”.Att fordoma ligger varken i hans uppdrag
eller i hans natur. Han kom for att fralsa.

Han frdgade Herren

Som en del av 16ftet att "allt [ska] aterupprit-
tas”frambringade Herren, genom Joseph Smith,
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forth the Book of Mormon and other revelations
that contain the fulness of His gospel. Vital truths
were given clarity and completeness as Joseph
repeatedly inquired of the Lord for direction.
Consider the following:

The Father and the Son have bodies “as tan-
gible as man’s.”

Jesus took upon Himself not only our sins
but also our sicknesses, aftlictions, and infirmi-
ties.

His Atonement was so excruciating it caused
Him to bleed from every pore.

We are saved by His grace “after all we can
do”

There are conditions to Christ’s mercy.

As we come unto Christ, He will not only
forgive our sins, but He will also change our very
nature so “that we have no more disposition to
do evil”

Christ always commands His people to
build temples,where He manifests Himself unto
themand endows them with power from on high.

I testify that all these things are true and
necessary. They represent only a fraction of the
fulness that was restored by Jesus Christ through
Joseph Smith in response to Joseph's recurring
requests for direction.

Rolling on This Kingdom

In 1842, Joseph wrote of amazing things that
would come to pass in this last dispensation.
He declared that during our day, “the heavenly
Priesthood will unite with the earthly, to bring
about those great purposes; and whilst we are
thus united in the one common cause, to roll
forth the kingdom of God, the heavenly Priest-
hood are not idle spectators.”

To his friend Benjamin Johnson, Joseph said,
“Benjamin, [if I die] I [would] not be far away
from you, and if on the other side of the veil, I
[would] still be working with you, and with a
power greatly increased, to roll on this kingdom.”

On June 27, 1844, Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were murdered. Joseph’s body
was laid to rest, but his testimony continues to
reverberate around the world and in my soul:

“I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it”

“I never told you I was perfect; but there is
no error in the revelations which I have taught”
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Mormons bok och andra uppenbarelser som
innehaller fullheten av hans evangelium. Vikti-
ga sanningar fick skdrpa och fullstindighet nar
Joseph ging pa gang bad Herren om végledning.
Ténk pa foljande:

Fadern och Sonen har en kropp "lika patag-
lig som en ménniskas”

Jesus tog inte bara pa sig vara synder utan
ocksa vara sjukdomar, bedrévelser och skroplig-
heter.

Hans forsoning var sa plagsam att han blod-
de ur varje por.

Vi blir frilsta genom hans nad, "sedan vi har
gjort allt vi kan gora”

Kristi ndd ar villkorad.

Nir vi kommer till Kristus forlater han inte
bara vara synder, utan han férandrar ocksa var
innersta natur, “sa att vi inte lingre har nagon
bendgenhet att gora ont”.

Kristus befaller alltid sitt folk att bygga tem-
peldér han uppenbarar sig for democh begavar
dem med kraft fran hoéjden.

Jag vittnar om att allt detta &r sant och
noédvindigt. Det representerar endast en brakdel
av den fullhet som aterstalldes av Jesus Kristus
genom Joseph Smith som svar pa Josephs éter-
kommande dnskemal om végledning.

Riket utbreds

Ar 1842 skrev Joseph om fantastiska saker
som skulle komma att ske i den har sista tidsut-
delningen. Han forkunnade att i var tid ska "det
himmelska prastadomet ... férena sig med det
jordiska for att forverkliga dessa storslagna av-
sikter, och medan vi pé detta sitt ar forenade i en
gemensam sak, att rulla fram Guds rike, ska det
himmelska prastadomet inte sta med hédnderna i
kors”

Till sin van Benjamin Johnson sa Joseph:
”Benjamin, [om jag dor] skulle jag inte vara langt
ifran dig, och dven pa andra sidan sléjan skul-
le jag fortfarande arbeta med dig, och det med
mycket storre kraft, pa att utbreda det hér riket”

Den 27 juni 1844 mordades Joseph Smith
och hans bror Hyrum. Josephs kropp lades till
vila, men hans vittnesbord fortsatter att genljuda
over vérlden och i min sjal:

”Jag hade sett en syn. Jag visste det, och jag
visste att Gud visste det och jag kunde inte f6rne-
ka det”

”Jag har aldrig sagt att jag var fullkomlig,
men det finns inget oriktigt i de uppenbarelser
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“The fundamental principles of our religion
are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets,
concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was bur-
ied, and rose again the third day, and ascended
into heaven; and all other things which pertain to
our religion are only appendages to it

What was said of John the Baptist might
also be said of Joseph Smith: “There was a man
sent from God, whose name was [Joseph]. ... He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light,” “that all men through him might
believe”

I believe. I believe and am sure that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the living God. I testify
that the living God is our loving Father. I know
this because the voice of the Lord has spoken it
to me, and so has the voice of His servants, the
apostles and prophets, including and beginning
with Joseph Smith.

I testify that Joseph Smith was and is a
prophet of God, a witness and servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He was “blessed to open the
last dispensation,”and we are blessed that he did.

The Lord commanded Oliver and all of us,
“Stand by my servant Joseph, faithfully”I testify
that the Lord stands by His servant Joseph and
the Restoration wrought through him.

Joseph Smith is now part of that heavenly
priesthood of which he spoke. As he promised
his friend, he is not far away from us, and on the
other side of the veil, he is still working with us,
and with a power greatly increased, to roll on this
kingdom. With joy and thanksgiving, I raise my
voice in “praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah”And above all, praise to Jehovah, who
communed with that man! In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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jag har undervisat er om.

”De fundamentala principerna i var religion
ar apostlarnas och profeternas vittnesbérd om
Jesus Kristus, att han dog, begravdes och uppstod
pé den tredje dagen och uppsteg till himlen. Allt
annat som tillhor var religion dr endast tillagg till
detta”

Det som sades om Johannes Doparen kan
aven sdgas om Joseph Smith: "Det kom en man,
sand av Gud. Hans namn var [Joseph] ... Sjalv
var han inte ljuset, men han kom for att vittna
om ljuset ... for att alla skulle komma till tro
genom honom.”

Jag tror. Jag tror och jag dr saker pa att Jesus
ar Kristus, den levande Gudens Son. Jag vittnar
om att den levande Guden ér var kirleksfulle Fa-
der. Jag vet det eftersom Herrens rost har sagt det
till mig, och jag har ocksa hort det sédgas av hans
tjanare apostlarna och profeterna, vilka inbegri-
per och borjar med Joseph Smith.

Jag vittnar om att Joseph Smith var och ér en
Guds profet, ett vittne och en tjanare till Herren
Jesus Kristus. Han "vidlsignades med att fa inleda
den sista tidsutdelningen’och det dr en valsignel-
se for oss att han gjorde det.

Herren befallde Oliver och oss alla: ”Sta tro-
fast vid min tjédnare Josephs sida.’Jag vittnar om
att Herren star vid sin tjdnare Josephs sida, och
den éterstillelse som dstadkoms genom honom.

Joseph Smith tillhor nu det himmelska pris-
tadome som han sjdlv naimnde. Som han lovade
sin van dr han inte langt ifran oss, och pa andra
sidan sl6jan arbetar han fortfarande med oss, och
det med en mycket storre kraft, for att utbreda
det har riket. Med glddje och tacksamhet hojer
jag min rost till ’pris at den man som av Herren
blev utvald”Och framfor allt prisar jag Jehova
som talade till denne man! I Jesu Kristi namn,
amen.
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