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We truly believe that we are all literally the
children of God, and because of that, we have the
potential to become like Him.

Today I would like to address one of the
most joyful, glorious, and powerful gospel truths
that God has revealed. At the same time, it is
ironically one for which we have been criticized.
An experience I had some years ago profoundly
deepened my appreciation for this gospel truth.

As a representative of the Church, I was once
invited to a religious conference where it was an-
nounced that from that moment on they would
recognize as valid all baptisms performed by al-
most all other Christian churches, as long as the
ordinance was done with water and in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost. Then it was explained that this policy did
not apply to baptisms performed by The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

After the conference I was able to delve deep-
er into the reasons for that exception with the
leader in charge of the announcement. We had a
wonderful and insightful conversation.

In short, he explained to me that that ex-
ception had primarily to do with our particular
beliefs about the Godhead, which other Chris-
tian denominations often refer to as the Trinity.
I expressed my appreciation for him taking the
time to explain to me his beliefs and the policy
of his church. At the end of our conversation, we
hugged and then said goodbye.

As I later contemplated our discussion,
what this leader said about Latter-day Saints not

Page1 — Not an official publication

Mot noucmure sepum 6 mo, 4mo mul 6 OyK6asb-
Hom cmbicrie Oemu Boea, a nomomy y Hac ecmo
nomeHyuan cmamo nodo6Hoimu Emy.

CeropiHs 51 XOTesl OBl BHICTYIIATD Ha TEMY Off-
HOIJ! ¥I3 CaMBbIX PaJJOCTHBIX, C/IABHBIX Y MOILITHBIX
UCTHH, sIB/IeHHBIX borom. B To e Bpems, o
VPOHUY, MIMEHHO 3a Hee HaC KpUTUKYIOT. OIBIT,
KOTOPBIII 51 IIOTTY4M/I HECKOJ/IbKO JIeT Ha3af, Kade-
CTBEHHO YITTyOM/I MOIO IIPU3HATEIbHOCTD 32 3Ty
EBaHrenbckyo UCTHHY.

Mens, kak npepcrasutens Llepksu, ogHax-
bl IPUITIACU/IN Ha PeIUTMO3HYI0 KOH(pepeH-
yo. TaM OBIIO OOBABIIEHO, YTO C 9TOTO MOMEH-
Ta OyAyT IpU3HABATb JIeVICTBYE BCEX KPeleHN],
BBIIIO/IHEHHBIX TI0YTU BCEMU JPYTVIMY XPUCTH-
AQHCKUMM []epKBaMI, €C/IV 3TO TAaHCTBO OyzeT
coBepmIaTbcA Bofoo 1 Bo uMA Otua u CbiHa 1
Caaroro Jlyxa. 3ateM 6bI/10 0OBACHEHO, YTO 3Ta
HONMNTUKA He PACIIPOCTPaHsAETC Ha KpeleHNns,
BoinonHeHHbIe [lepkoBbio VMncyca Xpucra Cps-
TBIX IIOC/IEJHUX JHEIL.

ITocrne koH(pepeHNN s CMOT KOIIHYTb I10-
ITy6>Ke IIPUYMHBI TAKOTO VICK/TIOUEHMSI BMECTe C
PYKOBOJMTE/IEM, OTBEYABIINM 33 9TO 00bsIBIIE-
Hule. Y Hac COCTOSIICA IPeKPaCHBIN U MHTEpec-
HBII IMaIoT.

Ecmu BkpaTiie, OH 0OBACHWI MHE, 4TO 3TO
VICK/TIOUeHe OBI/IO, B IEPBYIO O4epe/ib, CBA3aHO
C HaIllIMJ BepOBAHMAMM 110 IT0BOAY bokecTBa,
KOTOpOe€ JpyTyie XpUCTUAHEe YaCTO Ha3bIBaIOT
Tpoumerr. S BbIpasnus npu3HaTeNIbHOCTD 32 TO,
4TO OH YA/ BpeMs TOMY, YTOObI OOBSACHNUTD
MHe CBOM BepOBAHUA U IIOJIUTHUKY CBOEI IIepKBIL.
B xoH11e 6eceqpl MBI OOHSIMNCH U TTOMPOIIATCh.

Korpa 51 mosgHee pasMBbILULAT HafL Halleil
Oeceyoil, CKa3aHHOE STUM PYKOBOJVTEIEM O
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understanding what he called the “mystery of the
Trinity” stayed in my mind. What was he refer-
ring to? Well, it had to do with our understand-
ing of the nature of God. We believe that God the
Father “is an exalted man” with a glorified “body
of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s; [and] the
Son also”Thus, every time we talk about the na-
ture of God, in some way, somehow, we are also
talking about our own nature.

And this is true not only because we all were
made “in [His] image, after [His] likeness, but
also because, as the Psalmist recorded, God said,
“Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the
most High”This is for us a precious doctrine now
recovered with the advent of the Restoration. In
summary, it is nothing more or less than what
our missionaries teach as the first lesson, first
paragraph, first line: “God is our Heavenly Fa-
ther, and we are His children”

Now, you might say, “But many people be-
lieve we are children of God.” Yes, that is true, but
their understanding may be a little different from
the implication of its deeper meaning that we
affirm. For Latter-day Saints, this teaching is not
metaphorical. Rather, we truly believe that we are
all literally the children of God. He is “the Father
of [our] spirits,’and because of that, we have the
potential to become like Him, which seems to be
inconceivable to some.

It has now been over 200 years since the
First Vision opened the doors to the Restoration.
At the time, young Joseph Smith sought guid-
ance from heaven to know what church to join.
Through the revelation he received that day,and
in later revelations given to him,the Prophet
Joseph obtained knowledge about the nature of
God and our relationship to Him as His children.

Because of that, we learn more clearly that
our Heavenly Father has taught this precious
doctrine from the very beginning. Allow me to
cite at least two accounts from the scriptures to
illustrate this.

You might remember God’s instructions to
Moses as recorded in the Pearl of Great Price.

We read that “God spake unto Moses, saying:
Behold, I am the Lord God Almighty, and End-
less is my name.” In other words, Moses,I want

Page2 — Not an official publication

TOM, 4TO CBSTbIE IIOCTAENHIX JHEN He ITOHN-
MAIOT TaK Ha3bIBaeMYI0 «3aragky Tpounpl», He
BBIXO[MJIO Y M€HA U3 TONIOBBL. UTO >ke OH MMeTT B
BIJIy? DTO OTHOCU/IOCH K HallleMy IIOHMMaHUIO
npupopbl bora. Mbl BepuM B 10, 4T0 Bor-Orery -
3TO «BO3BBILIEHHBIN YenoBek», KOoTopblil «mmeeT
TEJIO U3 IJIOTH U KOCTEN, TAKOE JKe 0CsA3aeMOe,
KaK TeJIo YeIoBeKa, Tak >ke ¥ ChiHy». TakuMm 06-
pasoM, BCAKMIA pas, KOrja Mbl TOBOPUM O IPUPO-
ne bora, B onpeieIeHHOM CMBIC/IE MBI KAaKMM-TO
00pa3oM TOBOPUM U O CBOEV COOCTBEHHOI
npupose.

WM 3T0 Tax He TONIBKO MOTOMY, UTO MBI BCE
OBUIV COTBOPeEHBI «110 06pasy [Ero] mo nopobuio
[Ero]», HO 1 MOTOMY, YTO IICa/IMOIIEeBEL] HaIM-
caJl, 4yTo, KaK ckasan bor: «Bel — 601U, U ChIHBI
BcesbllHero — Bce BbI». [I71 HAaC 3TO gparolieH-
HO€ y4eHle, BHOBb IOABUBILEECs C HACTYIIEHN-
eM BoccTranoBnenus. B 11e1oM 9TO MMeHHO TO,
YeMy Halllyl MUCCHOHEPBI yuaT Ha IIepBOM yPOKe.
[TepBsrit ab3al1y, mepBast CTpoKa: «bor — Haili
Heb6ecuniit Orelr, a Mbl — Ero meTu».

Boi moryu 651 ckasate: «Ho MHOTHE BEPAT,
4yTO MBI — fieTu bora». [la, 3TO Tak, HO X IIOHU-
MaHlie MO>XKeT HECKOIbKO OT/IMYATHCS OT TOTO
CMBIC/IA, KOTOPBIN BK/IaJbIBaeM B 3TO YTBEpK-
meHue Mbl. 1 CBATBIX MOCAENHNUX THEN 3TO
ydeHue — He MeTadopa. Hanporus, MbI Bepum,
4TO BCe MbI B OYKBa/IbHOM CMBIC/IE ieTu bora.
OH - «Orel; HaLINX yX0OB»Y O/1arofaps 3TOMY
y Hac ecTb ITOTeHIMa ynogoburbcsa Emy, uto
HEKOTOPBIM KaXKeTCs HEITOCTVDKVIMBIM.

ITpouuto y>xe 60omee 200 €T ¢ TOTO MOMEHTA,
korpna [lepBoe BumeHme oTKpblio fepu Boc-
cTaHOB/IeHV:. B To Bpems 1oubI [Ixo3zed CMut
MICKaJI pyKoBozcTBa ¢ Hebec, 4ToOBI y3HATB, K
KaKoIJl IIlepKBI eMy IIPUCOeIMHNUTbCA. Yepes oT-
KpOBeHIe, IOTy4eHHOE VM B TOT JIeHb, 1 OTKPO-
BEHIIS, YTO OBUIM €My JaHBbI To3fiHee, [Ipopok
Ixo3ed Cmut obpen sHanme o npupope bora n
0 Hammx oTHoueHusx ¢ Hum, kak Ero mereii.

brarogaps aToMy MbI 4YeT4e MIOHMMAEM, YTO
He6ecusiit Orelr mpenogaBai 3TO AparoljeHHoe
ydeHue ¢ camoro Havasna. [lossonbre MHe Ipo-
LUTUPOBATH XOTs OB 1Be McTOpUM 13 CBsIIeH-
HbIX [Trcanmit, 9TOOBI MPOUTITIOCTPUPOBATH ITO.

BbI MO>XeTe TOMHUTD, yeMy bor yuun Mou-
ces, KaK 3To 3amycaHo B [IparonenHoit yKemuy-
JKUHE.

MpI untaem, uto «bor obparnncs k Mou-
cero, roops: Bor, {1 - Tocogp bor Beemory-
muii; U beckoneunslit ecTb uMA Moé». [Jpyrumm
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you to know who I am. Then He added, “And, be-
hold,thou art my son.” Later he said, “And I have
a work for thee,Moses, my son; and thou art in
the similitude of mine Only Begotten.” And then
finally, He ended with, “And now, behold, this
one thing I show unto thee,Moses, my son.”

It appears that God was determined to teach
Moses at least one lesson: “You are my child,”
which He repeated at least three times. He could
not even mention the name of Moses without
immediately adding that he was His son.

However, after Moses was left alone, he felt
weak because he was no longer in the presence of
God. That is when Satan came to tempt him. Can
you see a pattern here? The first thing he said
was, “Moses,son of man, worship me”

In this context, Satan’s request to worship
him may have been only a distraction. A signif-
icant temptation for Moses in that moment of
weakness was to become confused and believe
that he was only a “son of man,” rather than a
child of God.

“And it came to pass that Moses looked upon
Satan and said: Who art thou? For behold,I am a
son of God, in the similitude of his Only Begot-
ten.”Fortunately, Moses was not confused and did
not allow himself to become distracted. He had
learned the lesson of who he really was.

The next account is found inMatthew 4.
Scholars have entitled this “the three temptations
of Jesus,” as if the Lord was tempted only three
times, which of course is not the case.

Hundreds of gallons of ink have been used to
explain the meaning and content of these temp-
tations. As we know, the chapter begins by ex-
plaining that Jesus had gone into the desert, “and
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights,
he was afterward an hungred.”

Satan’s first temptation apparently had only
to do with satistying the Lord’s physical needs.
“Command that these stones be made bread,” he
challenged the Savior.

A second enticement may have had to do
with tempting God: “Cast thyself down: for it is
written, He shall give his angels charge concern-
ing thee”
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crnoBamu: «Mowmceit,SI Xody, YTOOBI TBI 3HAJI, KTO
». 3atrem OH go6asmit: «V BOTTBI — CbIH MOi1».
[Tosguee On ckasam: «Y MeHs ectb paboTa st
Tebs1,Mouceit, cblH Moit; u Tol Tofo6en Enn-
HOpopiHOMY Moemy». V1 B koH1le KoH1I[0B OH
3aKOHYM/I TaKUMU cioBamiut: «V1 HbIHe, BOT, OJHO
5710 $ mokassiBai Tebe,Monceit, cblH Moii».

Kakercs, uto bor xoten npenopats Mon-
celo, TI0 KpallHell Mepe, OfVH Ypok: « bl — Moe
IuTs», 1 OH IOBTOPUII €T0 II0 MeHblIIell Mepe
Tpykabl. OH a’ke He MOT IIPOV3HECTU UM
Momceit, He ;06aBUB Cpasy >ke TOTO, YTO TOT
saBnsgeTcsa Ero cbiHOM.

Onnako, xorga Moumceit 0cTancsa OguH, OH
OLIYTWJI CBOIO C/Iab0CTB, IIOCKOJIBKY OOJIbIIIe He
HaxoAuIcA B IpucyTcTBuM boxxbeM. VIMeHHO B
3TOT MOMEHT IIPHUIIIEJT CaTaHa, YTOOBI ICKYLIATh
ero. MoxkeTe /1 BbI IPOCTIEAUTD 3[1eCh 3aKOHO-
MepHOCTB? [IepBbIM, 4TO CKa3as caTaHa, ObIIOo:
«Mouiceit,ChbIH YeToBeYeCKIIT, MOKTOHAICSI MHE».

B aTOM KOHTEKCTe mOBe/leHNe CaTaHbl
IIOKJIOHATBCS €MY MOITIO OBITh IIPOCTO OTBJIEYe-
HeM BHMMaHUA. Cepbe3HbIM MCKYLIEHNEM IS
Momcest B TOT MOMEHT ClTabOCTY OBITIO CMYTUTb-
Cs1 VI TIOBEPUTD B TO, YTO OH BCETO JINIID «CHIH
yeyloBeYeCKIil», a He quTs bora.

«V 631710 TaK, 9TO Moucei, IIOCMOTPEB Ha
cartany, ckazan: Kro ter? 1160 Bort,1 — cbiH bo-
xwuit, mogo6eH Ennnoponnomy Ero». K cuactsio,
Moucett He CMyTHICS U He TIO3BOINI COUTD cebs
¢ mytu. OH yCBOMT yPOK O TOM, KTO OH TaKOJ Ha
CaMOM JIeTie.

Cnepyromas uctopusa Haxogutcs B EBaHre-
mnot Mardes 4. YdyeHble Ha3bIBAIOT 9TO «TPU
uckymenus Mucycar, kak 6ygro Tocrons 6b11
VICKYILIaeM BCETO TPIVDKIBI, YTO KOHEYHO Ke He
COOTBETCTBYET JeJICTBUTENbHOCTIL.

COTHM TUTPOB YEPHNI TOTPAYEHBI Ha TO,
YTOOBI OOBSICHUTD CMBICTT U COfIEP>KaHme ITUX
uckyumeHnnii. Kak Mbl 3HaeM, I7TaBa HauMHAeTCsA
¢ TOrOo, 4yTo Vncyc oTnpaBUiICs B IyCTBIHIO I,
IIOCTUBILINCH COPOK JHEN ¥ COPOK HOYell, Halo-
CTIEMOK B3aJIKaI».

ITepBoe MCKyIIeHMe CaTaHbl, KaXKeTcs, ObIIO
CBSI3aHO TOJIBKO C TeM, YTOOBI yIOB/IETBOPUTD
dusnueckne norpebHoctu locopa. «Craxu,
YTOOBI KAMHY CUM CIETATUCh XIe0aMm», — UC-
IIBITBIBa/I OH Cracurens.

Bropoii co65asH Mor OBITh CBSI3aH C UCKY-
urenueM bora: «Bpochkest BHU3, 60 HammMcaHo:
Anrenam CBouM 3amnoBegaetr o Teber.
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Finally, Satan’s third temptation referred to
the aspirations and glory of the world. After Jesus
had been shown “all the kingdoms of the world,
... [Satan] saith unto him, All these things will I
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”

In truth, Satan’s ultimate temptation may
have had less to do with those three specific
provocations and more to do with tempting
Jesus Christto question His divine nature. At
least twice, the enticement was preceded by the
challenging accusation from Satan: “If thou be
the Son of God”—if you really believe it, then do
this or that.

Please notice what had happened immedi-
ately before Jesus went into the desert to fast and
pray: we find the account of Christ’s baptism.
And when He had come out of the water, there
came “a voice from heaven, saying,This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”

Do we see the connection? Can we recognize
a pattern here?

It is no wonder that every time we are taught
about our divine nature and destiny, the adver-
sary of all righteousness tempts us to call them
into question.

How different our decisions would be if we
really knew who we really are.

We live in a challenging world, a world of
increasing commotion,where honorable people
strive to at least emphasize our human digni-
ty, while we belong to a church and embrace a
gospel that lift our vision and invite us into the
divine.

Jesus’s commandment to be “perfect, even
as [our] Father which is in heaven is perfect”is
a clear reflection of His high expectations and
our eternal possibilities. Now, none of this will
happen overnight. In the words of President
Jeffrey R. Holland, it will happen “eventually”But
the promise is that if we “come unto Christ,” we
will “be perfected in him.” That requires a lot of
work—not just any work, but a divine work. His
work!

Now, the good news is that it is precisely our
Father in Heaven who has said, “For behold, this
ismy workand my glory—to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man.”

President Russell M. Nelson’s invitation to
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V, HakoHell, TpeTbe UCKYLIeHNe CaTaHbl
OTHOCHJIOCH K MUPCKVM YCTPEM/ICHVAM I CTIaBe.
ITocne Toro xak Vucycy 6b1M IMOKa3aHbI «BCe
IjapcTBa Mupa... [caraHa] rooput Emy: Bce ato
nam Tebe, ecru, aB, TOK/IOHUIIBCS MHE.

ITo mpaBge roBopsi, IIaBHOE UCKYIIEHNE
CaTaHbI MOIJIO COCTOSATH He B 9TUX TPeX KOH-
KPETHBIX IIPOBOKAINAX, @ B TOM, 4T0OBI Vncyc
Xpuctocycomumncs B Coelt boxxectsenHon
npupope. [1o MeHbIIeit Mepe [BaXKAbI caTaHa
nbITancs yoeruts Ero, HaunHas co cnos «Ecm
Tet Cpie boxuit»— ecnu Tol mpaBpa BepuIlb B
3TO, TO CHE/MAl TO UK 3TO.

O6paruTte BHMMaHME Ha TO, YTO IIPOM3OIITIO
HaKaHyHe TOro, Kak Vucyc yganuncs B mycThl-
HIO, YTOOBI IIOCTUTHCS Y MOIUTBCS: MBI HAXOAVIM
ucropuio o Kpemennu Xpucta. M korga OH BbI-
1IIeJT M3 BOZIBI, OBLI «I71ac ¢ Hebec I1aroIIoInii-
:Ceit ectp CbIH Moit Bo3mo61eHHbIN, B KoTopoM
Moe 6rmaroBosneHue».

Bupmum i MbI 30ech cBA3b¢ MoykeM i 3a-
METUTD 3[eCh 3aKOHOMEPHOCTDH?

He ypuBuTeNIbHO, YTO BCAKMIL pa3, KOT#A
HaM TOBOPAT O Halleil boxxecTBeHHOI Ipupo-
Zie 1 cyAbbOe, Bpar Bceil paB/ibl MCKyLIaeT HaC
IIOCTABUTD 9TO O] COMHEHE.

Kak 6bI 0T/IM9a/miCch HalllY pelIeH s, eciu
OBbI MBI II0-HACTOALIEMY 3HA/IN, KTO MbI?

MBpl >)XMBEM B CIOKHOM MUPE, UCTIO/THEeH-
HOM IIOCTOSIHHO HapacTaIolIero CMATEHMS, TTie
yBa)kaeMble JTIOf[Y CTPeMTCA [0 KpaliHeil Mepe
HOJUYEpKHYTH Hallle YeI0BeuecKoe JOCTOMHCTBO,
B TO BpeMs KaK Mbl IpMHaIeXM K Llepksy u
nprHrMaeM EBaHrenne, BO3BbILIAOIIee Hallle
BuneHye 1 npuIIalIaoye Hac B He4To boxe-
CTBEHHOE.

IToBenenue Mucyca cTaTb «COBEpILIEHHBI[-
M|, Kak coepiiteH Orery [Ham] HebecHbri»—
3TO sICHOE OTpakeHMe Ero BBICOKMX OXKMIAHUI
1 HalllMX BeYHBIX BO3MOXKHOCTel. HiruTto ns
3TOTO He IIpoM30IiieT B ogHOoYacke. [1o cnoBam
npesupenTa >xepdpnu P. Xonnanpa, ato cy-
YUTCS «KOTHa-HUOYIAb», HO 0beljaHye COCTOUT
B TOM, 4TO €C/I/ MBI «IIpUJieM KO XPUCTY», TO
«ycoBepIeHcTBYyeMcs B Hem». 910 Tpebyer
MHOT0 paboTBI 11 He IPOCTO paboThl, a boke-
cTBeHHOII pabotel. Ero pabors! nm fenal

Xoporiei HOBOCTBIO ABIACTCS TO, YTO
nmeHHo Haml Hebecuprirt Orer ckasan: «V6o
BOT, 3Tofienno Moéu cmaBa Mos — ocylecTBUTD
OeccMepTie U )KU3HD BEYHYIO YeTIOBEKa».

ITpurnamenne Ilpesupenta Paccena M.
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“think celestial’implies a wonderful reminder of
our divine nature, origin, and potential destina-
tion. We can obtain the celestial only through
Jesus Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

Perhaps that is why Satan enticed Jesus with
the very same temptation from the beginning to
the end of His earthly ministry. Matthew record-
ed that while Jesus hung on the cross, those “that
passed by reviled him, ... saying, ...If thou be the
Son of God, come down from the cross’Glory
be to God that He did not hearken but instead
provided the way for us to receive all celestial
blessings.

Let us always remember, there was a great
price paid for our happiness.

I testify as with the Apostle Paul that “the
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are children of God: and if children, then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
if so be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together”In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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Henbcona «Mbicntb no-HebecHoMy»— 3T0, T10-
MUMO IIPOYero, 3aMedaTe/IbHOe HAIIOMIHAHNE O
Hallnx bo)xecTBEHHBIX IIPMPOJE, IPONCXOXKTe-
HUY VI IOTeHIJaIbHOM ITYHKTe HasHayeHMs1. Mbl
MoXKeM focTyb HebecHOTro TOMbKO Oaromapst
UCKYIIUTeIbHOMN >KepTBe Vncyca Xpucra.

Bo3MO0>xHO, TO3TOMY caTaHa IIBITAJICA 3aBJIe-
KaTb Vncyca TeM ke UCKyLIeHMeM OT Hadaja /1o
camoro koH1a Ero semHoro ciny>xenns. Margeir
3amucarl, 4To Korja Jucyc Bucen Ha Kpecre,
«IIpoxofAIye. .. 3mocnoBuan Ero... ropops...
ecrmu To1 Coie boxmii, coipm ¢ kpecrtar. [la
Oyzet cnaBa bory 3a To, uto OH He BHI, HO
BMECTO 9TOTO YTOTOBWI Iy Th /11 TOTO, YTOOBI
BCe MBI MOI/IV TIOJTY9MTb LieJIeCTHaIbHbIe 6/1aro-
C/IOBEHMA.

JaBaiiTe Bcerga IOMHUTD O TOM, 4YTO 32
Hallle cYacThe yI/IadeHa OTPOMHas LieHa.

A cBupeTenbcTBYIO BMecTe ¢ ATIOCTOIOM
ITaBmoMm, uto «Ceit Camblii JlyX CBUAETEIBCTBY-
eT IyXy HalleMy, YTO MbI — IeTu boxbpu. A ecnn
IeTH, TO ¥ HaCTIeHUK, Hac/lefHUKY boxbu,
COHACTIeHUKI e XPUCTY, ec/u Tonbko ¢ Hum
cTpasiaeM, uTo6s! ¢ Hum n npocnaButbes». Bo
ums VMucyca Xpucra, aMuHb.
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