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The branches of your testimony will draw strength
from your deepening faith in Heavenly Father and
His Beloved Son.

An Old Chapel in Zwickau

The year 2024 is something of a milestone
year for me. It marks 75 years since I was bap-
tized and confirmed a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Zwickau,
Germany.

My membership in the Church of Jesus
Christ is precious to me. To be counted among
God’s covenant people, with you, my brothers
and sisters, is one of the greatest honors of my
life.

When I think about my personal journey
of discipleship, my mind often goes back to an
old villa in Zwickau, where I have cherished
memories of attending sacrament meetings of
the Church of Jesus Christ as a child. It is there
where the seedling of my testimony received its
earliest nourishing.

This chapel had an old air-driven organ. Ev-
ery Sunday a young man was assigned to push up
and down the sturdy lever operating the bellows
to make the organ work. I sometimes had the
great privilege of assisting in this important task.

While the congregation sang our beloved
hymns, I pumped with all my strength so the
organ would not run out of wind. From the
bellows operator seat, I had a great view of some
stunning stained-glass windows, one depicting
the Savior Jesus Christ and another portraying
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Bemeu 6auwezo ceudemenvcmea 6yoym uepnamo
cumy u3 eaudeti yenyonsioweiicst 6epuvl 6 HebecHo-
20 Omua u Ezo Bosnwobnennozo CoiHa.

Crtapas uepkoBb B LiBnkkay

2024 rog — B HEKOTOPOM POJi€ 3HAKOBbIII T'Off
I/ MeH:A. B 3ToM roply ucronssercs 75 et ¢
TeX IOp, KaK 5 ObUI KpellleH ¥ KOHPUPMOBaAH B
yeHsl Llepxsu Mucyca Xpucta CBATBHIX OCTef-
Hux gHell B [IBukkay, [epManms.

Moe 4ynencrso B epksu Vucyca Xpucra
IparolleHHO /71 MeH:A. BbITh IpUUYNCIIEHHBIM
K Hapojy boxxbero saBera BMecTe ¢ BaM1, MOI
OpaTbs U CECTPBI, — OJHA U3 BeINYANIINX Ha-
rpaj;, MOeil XV3HN.

Korpa s gymaro o cBoeM TMYHOM IIyTH y4e-
HIYeCTBa, MOV MBIC/IM YAaCTO BO3BPALIAOTCA K
cTapoii Bume B lLIBUKKay, I7ie y MEeHA COXpaHu-
NNCh JOPOTYE CEPALY BOCIOMUHAHMA O TOM, KaK
A peOeHKOM ITOoCelllal IpUYacTHbIe COOpaHus
Hepxsu Mucyca Xpucra. ViMeHHO TaM POCTOK
MO€T0 CBUZIETe/IbCTBA MOTY4N/I CBOIO TIEPBYIO
HOANINTKY.

B aTom nome cobpanmit 6bUI CTaphlil AyX0-
BoI1 opraH. Kaxxjjoe BockpeceHbe OJHOMY 13
IOHOILIE} IOPYYa/Iy HAKauMBaTh C IIOMOIIbIO PbI-
Jara BO3JyX B MeXM), YTOOBI OpTaH MOT 3BY4aTb.
VlHorga 1 MHe BbIIIajazia 4eCTh IOMOTaTh B 3TOM
BayKHOM JieTIe.

B To BpeMs KaK IPUX0>KaHe UCTIONHAIN
HAIIY TI0OMMBbIe TVIMHBI, 5 30 BCEX CIJI HaKaul-
BaJI BO3/IyX, CTapasACh, YTOOBI €0 XBATUIIO JIA
opraHa. C cujieHbs olepaTopa MeXOB MHe OT-
KPBIBAJICA BEIMKOJIEIHBII BIJ| HA IIOTPACAIONE
BUTPaK!, Ha OHOM 13 KOTOPBIX ObLI 1300pa-
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Joseph Smith in the Sacred Grove.

I can still remember the sacred feelings I had
as I looked at those sunlit windows while listen-
ing to the testimonies of the Saints and singing
the hymns of Zion.

In that holy place, the Spirit of God bore
witness to my mind and heart that it was true:
Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. This is His
Church. The Prophet Joseph Smith saw God the
Father and Jesus Christ and heard Their voices.

Earlier this year, while on assignment in Eu-
rope, I had the opportunity to return to Zwickau.
Sadly, that beloved old chapel isn’t there any-
more. It was torn down many years ago to make
room for a large apartment building.

What Is Eternal, and What Is Not?

I admit that it’s sad to know that this beloved
building from my childhood is now just a mem-
ory. It was a sacred building to me. But it was just
a building.

By contrast, the spiritual witness I gained
from the Holy Ghost those many years ago has
not passed away. In fact, it has grown stronger.
The things I learned in my youth about the fun-
damental principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ
have been my firm foundation throughout my
life. The covenant connection I forged with my
Heavenly Father and His Beloved Son has stayed
with me—long after the Zwickauchapel was dis-
mantled and the stained-glass windows were lost.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away; Jesus
said, “but my words shall not pass away.”

“The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be
removed, saith the Lord”

One of the most important things we can
learn in this life is the difference between what
is eternal and what is not.Once we understand
that, everything changes—our relationships, the
choices we make, the way we treat people.

Knowing what is eternal and what is not is
key to growing a testimony of Jesus Christ and
His Church.
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keH Cracurens Vucyc Xpucroc, a Ha Ipyrom —
Ixo3ed Cmut B CBAIIEHHOI poIIe.

Jlo cyX nop IMOMHIO Te CBSAIeHHbIE YYBCTBA,
KOTOpbI€ MCIIBITBIBAT, ITIA/IA Ha 3a/IUThle COMH-
11eM OKHa, C/TylIas cBupieTenbcTsa CBATHIX U
pacneBas ruMHbI CHOHa.

B stom cBsaTom mecrte [lyx Bora ceupe-
TeIbCTBOBAJI MOEMY Pa3yMy M CEPJIY, YTO 3TO
npaspa: Vucyc Xpucroc - Cnacurens mupa. 9To
Ero LlepkoBs. ITpopok [lxxo3ed Cvmut Bupen
bora-Otna n Mncyca Xpucra un cnbrman Mx
rosjoca.

PaHee B 3TOM rof1y, KOrga s ObII B KOMaH-
nupoBke B EBpore, y MeHs Obl/Ta BO3MO>KHOCTD
BepHyThcA B LIBMkkay. K coxxanennto, Toii
MI06UMOII CTapoil LepKBU TaM 6ojbiie HeT. Ee
CHEC/IM MHOTO JIeT Ha3aJ, YTOOBI OCBOOOAUTD
MECTO /1A 6O/IbIIOr0 MHOTOKBAPTYPHOTO OMA.

YTO BEYHO, a YTO HET?

ITpusHarwch, MHE TPYCTHO OCO3HABATh, YTO
OT 3TOTO TI0OMMOTO C IeTCTBA 3[JaHNA TeIephb
OCTaIMCh INILIb BOCIIOMMHAHNUA. 711 MeHsA 3TO
Ob110 cBALIeHHOE 3aaHue. Ho 310 61710 BCero
NNIIb 3[JaHMeE.

Hanporus, 1yXoBHOE CBU/IETENBCTBO, KO-
Topoe s mosyumn ot CesAroro Jlyxa MHOTO /1eT
Hasafl, He ucdessno. Ha camoM fene, oHO cTano
kpemue. To, 4To 51 y3Ha/ B IoHOCTM O PpyH/Ia-
MeHTa/IbHBIX IpMHIuIax Epanremmsa Mucyca
XpucTa, CTano A MeHA IPOYHBIM QyH/JaMeH-
TOM Ha BCIO )K13Hb. Ta 3aBeTHas cBA3b, KOTOPYIO
A yctanoBu1 ¢ monM Heb6ecupim Otiiom n Ero
Bosnro6nernbiM CbIHOM, OCTa/Iach CO MHOJ —
gyepes CTOJIbKO JIET ITOCJIe TOT0, KaK Ta IIepKOBb B
IIBuKKay ObI/Ta CHeCeHa, a BUTPa>K!U YTPAdeHBL.

«He60 n 3ems npeitpyT, — ckasan Vucyc, -
HO c7I0Ba Mou He NIpeiayT».

«Jopbl cIBUHYTCSA 1 XONMBI TIOKOJIEOTIOTCA,
- a MIIoCcTh Mos He OTCTYNIUT OT Tebs, U 3aBeT
Mupa Moero He IOK0/e61eTCA, TOBOPUT MUTYIO-
it Tebs Tocmogb».

OpHa 13 caMbIX BaKHBIX Belllell, KOTOPYIO
MBI MOXKEM YCBOUTD B 3TOJ YKU3HU, — 3TO PA3HU-
IJa MEXJy TeM, YTO BEYHO, a uTo HeT. Kak TonbKo
MBI IPUXOJUM K IIOHVMAHIIO 3TOT0, BCE M3Me-
HsETCA — HalllM B3a¥IMOOTHOLIEHN s, PellleHN,
KOTOpble Mbl IIPUHMMAEM, U TO, KaK Mbl OTHO-
CUMCA K JIIOIAM.

3HaHMe TOTO, 4YTO BEYHO, a YTO HET, — 3TO
K/II0Y K POCTY CBUJeTeNnbcTBa 00 Vncyce Xpucre
u Ero Llepksu.
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Don't Mistake the Branches for the
Roots

The restored gospel of Jesus Christ, as the
Prophet Joseph Smith taught, “embrace[s] all,
and every item of truth”But that doesn’t mean
that all truth is of equal value. Some truths are
core, essential, at the root of our faith. Others
are appendages or branches—valuable, but only
when they are connected to the fundamentals.

The Prophet Joseph also said, “The funda-
mental principles of our religion are the testi-
mony of the Apostles and Prophets, concerning
Jesus Christ, that He died, was buried, and rose
again the third day, and ascended into heaven;
and all other things which pertain to our religion
are only appendages to it

In other words, Jesus Christ and His atoning
sacrifice are the root of our testimony. All other
things are branches.

This is not to say that the branches are unim-
portant. A tree needs branches. But as the Savior
told His disciples, “The branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine”Without a
connection to the Savior, to the nourishment
found in the roots, a branch withers and dies.

When it comes to nourishing our testimo-
nies of Jesus Christ, I wonder if we sometimes
mistake the branches for the roots. This was the
mistake Jesus observed in the Pharisees of His
day. They paid so much attention to the relative-
ly minor details of the law that they ended up
neglecting what the Savior called “the weightier
matters”—fundamental principles like “justice
and mercy and faith”

If you want to nourish a tree, you don't
splash water on the branches. You water the
roots. Similarly, if you want the branches of
your testimony to grow and bear fruit, nourish
the roots. If you are uncertain about a particu-
lar doctrine or practice or element of Church
history, seek clarity with faith in Jesus Christ.
Seek to understand His sacrifice for you, His love
for you, His will for you. Follow Him in humil-
ity. The branches of your testimony will draw
strength from your deepening faith in Heavenly
Father and His Beloved Son.
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He nyTanTe BeTBM C KOPHAMU

Boccranosnennoe EBanrenne Vuncyca Xpu-
cra, kak yuun [Tpopok [Ixosed Cmut, o6bemer
«BCI0 MICTUHY, KaXX/Jy10 13 COCTAB/IAILINX €€
qacreii». Ho 3To He 3Ha4YMUT, 4TO BCA UCTHHA Of-
HaKOBO IleHHa. HeKkoTopble MCTUHBI ABIAIOTCA
K/II0YEBBIMY, CYILI€CTBEHHBIMM, HAXOAMIMMMUCS
B KOpHe Halleli Bepbl. [Ipyrue ABNA0TCA Ipu-
JaTKaMy UM BETBAMM, LIEHHBIMMU, HO TO/IBKO
TOI7Ia, KOIZIa OHM CBSI3aHbI C OCHOBAMII.

ITpopox []xo3ed Taxke ckasan: «OcHOBO-
HO/IArAOIMMY IPUHIMIIAMY Halllell PeNUTun
ABJIAIOTCA CBUJETeNbCTBA AniocTonoB u IIpopo-
KoB 00 Jncyce Xpucre — o ToM, uto OH ymep,
OBL/I TIOXOPOHEH 1 BOCCTAJl Ha TPeTHil IeHb, U
Bo3Heccs Ha He6o; Bce ocTanmbHOe, OTHOCAIIEEC
K Hallleil PeIUTVM, ABIAETCA INIIb IPUIATKOM K
3TUM CBUJIETETBCTBAMY.

WMubiMu cnosamu, Mucyc Xpucroc u Ero nc-
KyNINUTe/IbHas )KePTBa sABAITCA KOPHEM HallleTo
CBUJIETENbCTBA. Bece ocTanmbHOE — BETBH.

ITO He 3HAYUT, YTO BETBY HE BaXKHBI. [le-
peBy Hy>xHbI BeTBU. Ho, Kak ckasan Cracurenb
CBouM y4yeHMKaMm, «BeTBb He MOXKeT IIPUHOCUTD
1107ja cama co601o, ec/iu He OyfeT Ha o3e». bes
cBasu co Cracurenem, C IMTAHNEM, HAXO/A-
IIMMCSl B KOPHAX, BETBb YBAJAET I YMUPAET.

Korpa pe4p 3axouT 0 MUTaHMY HAIINX
cBuzieTenbCTB 06 Vncyce Xpucre, MHe MHTepec-
HO, He ITyTaeM /I Mbl MIHOI/Ia BETBY C KOPHAMM.
VmenHo sty onmm6bky Vucyc samedan y papuce-
eB Ero Bpemenn. OHM yfiensanm CIMIIKOM MHOTO
BHMMaHUA OTHOCUTENIbHO MEJIKMM JleTa/IAM
3aKOHA ¥ B KOHEYHOM HUTOTe ITpeHeOperan TeM,
yro CIracuTeNb Ha3bIBa/l «BAXKHENII [ UMM |» —
byHIaMeHTaTbHBIMY IPUHLMIIAMY, TAKVMI KaK
«CyHI, MUJIOCTD U Bep[a]».

Ecnu BB XOTMTE NOANINTATD [EPEBO, BBl HE
IUIeleTe BOJY Ha BETBU. Bbl MomBaeTe KOpHN.
TouHO Tax e, €C/Ii BBl XOTUTE, YTOOBI BETBU
BallET0 CBUJIETE/IbCTBA POCIN Y IPMHOCUIN
IUIOJbI, UTaliTe KOpHU. Eci BbI He yBepeHbl
B KaKOJ1-TO KOHKPETHOM JOKTPMHE, IPAKTUKE
um sneMenTe uctopuu Llepksu, niyure ACHOCTH
¢ Bepoit B Mucyca Xpucra. CrpeMutech 0co3-
HaTb Ero >xepTBY paju Bac, Ero mo60oBb K Bam,
Ero Bomio B oTHOmenun Bac. Cnepnyiite Emy B
cmupennu. Betsu Bamero ceupeTenpctsa 6ymyT
YyepraTh CUTy 13 Balllell yITyO/moleiics Bepsl B
Heb6ecuoro Otna u Ero Bosmo6nernoro CoiHa.
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For example, if you want a stronger testimo-
ny of the Book of Mormon, focus on its witness
of Jesus Christ. Notice how the Book of Mormon
testifies of Him, what it teaches about Him, and
how it invites and inspires you to come unto
Him.

If you're seeking a more meaningful expe-
rience in Church meetings or in the temple, try
looking for the Savior in the sacred ordinances
we receive there.Find the Lord in His holy house.

If you ever feel burned out or overwhelmed
by your Church calling, try refocusing your
service on Jesus Christ. Make it an expression of
your love for Him.

Nourish the roots, and the branches will
grow. And in time, they will bear fruit.

Rooted and Built Up in Him

Strong faith in Jesus Christ doesn’t hap-
pen overnight. No, in this mortal world, it’s the
thorns and thistles of doubt that grow sponta-
neously.The healthy, fruitful tree of faith requires
intentional effort.And a vital part of that effort is
making sure we are firmly rooted in Christ.

For example: At first, we may be drawn to the
Savior’s gospel and Church because we are im-
pressed by the friendly members or by the kind
bishop or the clean looks of the chapel. These
circumstances are certainly important to grow
the Church.

Nevertheless, if the roots of our testimony
never grow deeper than that, what will happen
when we move to a ward that meets in a less
impressive building, with members who aren’t
so friendly, and the bishop says something that
offends us?

Another example: Doesn’t it seem reasonable
to hope that if we keepthe commandments and
are sealed in the temple, we will be blessed with a
large, happy family with bright, obedient chil-
dren, all of whom stay active in the Church, serve
missions, sing in the ward choir, and volunteer
to help clean the meetinghouse every Saturday
morning?
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Hamnpumep, ecnu BBl XOTHUTe HONTYyYUTb Oojiee
CUIbHOE CBUJeTeNbcTBO 0 KHure MopMoHa, co-
CPeloTOYbTeCh Ha ee CBUieTeNbCTBe 06 Vucyce
Xpucte. 3ameTbTe, kak Kunra Mopmona caupe-
TenbcTByeT 0 Hewm, uemy ona yunt o Hem n kak
OHa IIPUIJIAIIAET ¥ BAOXHOBJ/IAET BaC IPUITY K
Hewmy.

Ecnu BBI niiete 607ee copep>katebHOrO
OTIbITA Ha I[ePKOBHBIX COOPAHUAX WU B XpaMe,
nonpo06yiite mouckaTb CracuTesns B CBAIEHHBIX
TaMHCTBAX, KOTOpbIe MbI TaM Hony4daeM. Haiiau-
te Tocnmoma B Ero cBsaTOM MOMe.

Ecnu BbI Korga-HUOYAb IOYYBCTBYeTe cebs
BBITOPEBIINM MY TTOJJaBJICHHBIM CBOUM IJePKOB-
HBIM IIpM3BaHMEM, IIONIPOOYIiTe epeHaleNTh
cBoe cny>kenue Ha Vucyca Xpucra. Crenaiite
ero BbIpakeHyeM cBoell mo6Bu K Hemy.

[Inrarite KOpHU, 1 O6YAYT pacTu BeTBU. VI co
BpeMeHeM OHM IIPUHECYT IIOfbL.

Byoyuu yKopeHeHbl 1 yTBepXXOEeHbI B
Hém

CunpHas Bepa B Mucyca Xpucra He BO3HM-
KaeT B ogHouacke. Her, B 9TOM OpeHHOM Mupe
CIIOHTAHHO PAaCTyT TOJIBKO TEPHUY U YePTO-
II0/IOX) COMHEHMs1. 3[[0pOBOe, ITIOJOHOCIIee
IlepeBO Bepbl TpeOyeT MPUIOKeHNsI OCO3HAHHBIX
ycunmii. V BaykHeen 4acThbio STUX YCUINI AB-
nsieTcst 3a60Ta 0 TOM, YTOOBI MBI OBUIN IIPOYHO
YKOpeHeHBI BO Xpucre.

Hanpumep: moHadaay Hac MOXeT TAHYTb K
Eanrenuio Criacurens u llepkBu, moToMy 4yTO
HaM HPaBSATCA [PY>KeNI0OHbIe IPUXOKaHe, 10-
OpBII1 eNVCKOI MV OLPSTHBII BUJ, ZoMa cobpa-
HUIL. DT 00CTOATENbCTBA, 6€3YCITOBHO, Ba>KHBI
mst pocta Llepksu.

TeMm He MeHee, e/t KOPHU HAILIETO CBUJIe-
TENbCTBA TAK U HE CTAHYT JJOCTATOYHO ITTyOOKM,
4TO IIPOM3OIIZIET, KOTa MbI IiepeefieM B IPYToit
IIPUXOJ, COOMPAIOLINIICS B MeHee BIIeYaT/IsI0-
1eM 37IaHNM, C MeHee JPY>KeTI0OHbIMM IIPUXO-
YKaHaM, a eIVICKOII CKa)kKeT HaM 4TO-HUOyAb
obugHoe?

Elnle onyH mpuMep: He KaXXeTCsl TN pas-
YMHBIM HafIesIThCS Ha TO, YTO €CTIV MBI OyzieM
coOmoaTh 3aII0BeM Y 3arleyaTaeMcsi B XpaMme,
TO OyZeM 6/1aroC/IOB/IeHBI HO/BINIO, CYACTIN-
BOJI CeMbell, YMHBIMU 1 TIOCTTYIIHBIMY 1€ THbMI,
KOTOpBIe BCe OYyT OCTaBaThCsl aKTUBHBIMU B
LlepxBu, CITYy>KUTh HA MUCCHSX, TI€Th B IIPUXOJ-
CKOM XOpe U JOOPOBOJIbHO ITIOMOTaTh yOMpaThcs
B JloMe coOpaHmil Kaxxioe cyobboTHee yTpo?
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I certainly hope that all of us will see this in
our lives. But what if it doesn’t happen? Will we
stay bound to the Savior regardless of circum-
stances—trusting Him and His timing?

We must ask ourselves: Is my testimony
based on what I hope to happen in my life? Is it
dependent on the actions or attitudes of others?
Or is it firmly founded on Jesus Christ, “rooted
and built up in him,’regardless of life’s changing
circumstances?

Traditions, Habits, and Faith

The Book of Mormon tells of a people who
“were strict in observing the ordinances of
God”But then a skeptic named Korihor came
along, mocking the Savior’s gospel, calling it the
“foolish” and “silly traditions of their fathers.”Ko-
rihor led “away the hearts of many, causing them
to lift up their heads in their wickedness.”But
others he could not deceive, because to them,
the gospel of Jesus Christ was much more than a
tradition.

Faith is strong when it has deep roots in per-
sonal experience, personal commitment to Jesus
Christ, independent of what our traditions are or
what others may say or do.

Our testimony will be tested and tried. Faith
is not faith if never tested. Faith is not strong if
never opposed. So don't despair if you have trials
of faith or unanswered questions.

We should not expect to understand every-
thing before we act. That is not faith. As Alma
taught, “Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge
of things”If we wait to act until all of our ques-
tions are answered, we severely limit the good we
can accomplish, and we limit the power of our
faith.

Faith is beautiful because it persists even
when blessings don’t come as hoped for. We can’t
see the future, we don’t know all the answers,
but we can trust Jesus Christ as we keep moving
forward and upward because He is our Savior
and Redeemer.
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I, KOHe4HO, Haflel0Ch, UTO BCE Mbl YBUIUM
3TO B cBoell k13HU. Ho uTo, ecnu 3TOr0 He mpo-
usoiier? Ocranemcs nmu Mbl BepHbl CriacuTesnio
HEeCMOTPs Ha 00CTOATeNIbCTBA, foBepsia EMy u
Ero BbIOOpY BpeMeHn?

MBI JOTDKHBI CIIPOCUTD Ce6s1: OCHOBAHO
7 MO€ CBUJIETE/TBCTBO HA TOM, UTO 1 HaJIeI0Ch
YBUZETDb B CBOEI )KM3HM? 3aBUCUT /I OHO OT
TeiCTBMIL M/IY OTHOLIEHM ApYTUX nofei? Vinm
’Ke OHO IIPOYHO OCHOBaHO Ha Vucyce Xpucre,
«ykopeHeH|[o] n yrBep>xaeH[o] B Hém»Hesa-
BUCHUMO OT MEHSIOIIMXCS KM3HEHHBIX 00CTOS-
TENbCTB?

Tpaguuumu, NpUBbLIYKK 1 BEpa

B Kuure MopMoHa paccka3bIBaeTcs o
Hapofie, KOTOPbIit 6511 «cTpor|[] B cobmonernn
TanHCTB boxxpux». Ho moToM mossBuiCsa HeKmit
CKeNTUK 10 uMeHy Kopuxop, BbICMenBaro-
it EBanrenme Criacuresiss, Ha3bIBAIOIII €T0
«IIyIBIMU IIpeJaHuAMM UX oTLOB». Kopuxop
YBOJIWII «Ceppilia MHOTUX, TOOYX/jas UX BO3-
HOCHUTD CBOM T'OJIOBBI B CBOEM HeuecTum». Ho
APYTUX OH He MOT 0OMaHyTb, IOTOMY 4TO JIJIs
Hux EBanrenne Vucyca Xpucra 61710 ropasmo
00bIlIe, YeM IPOCTO MIpeaHIe.

Bepa cupHa, Korja y Hee eCTb ITTyOOKue
KOPHM B IMYHOM OIIbITE, IMYHOI IIpefaHHOCTH
Mucycy Xpucty, He3aBUCUMO OT HAIIMX TPafu-
LIUIT JIX TOTO, YTO TOBOPAT M/IN Je/IaloT Ipyrue.

Hamm cBupetenbctBa 6yayT ogBeprarh-
Cs MICTIBITAaHUAM U IIpOBepKaM. Bepa He MoxeT
OBITH BEpOIl, €C/IU ee HUKOT/IA He VCIIBIThIBAJIM.
Bepa He MO>KeT OBITb CUIBHOIA, €C/IH €l HUKOTTa
He IIPpOTUBOCTOsANN. [I03TOMY He oT4anBaliTeCh,
€C/IY Bbl IPOXOZINTE Yepe3 MCIbITaHNA BEePbl WU
BalllM BOIIPOCHI He IOTy4aroT OTBETOB.

MBI He JOIKHBI OKUIATh, YTO IIOIMEM BCE,
Ipexxje YeM HayHeM JIefiCTBOBaThb. ITO He Bepa.
Kak yunn Anma, «Bepa He 03Ha4aeT COBepIlIeH-
HOTO 3HaHMA 0 4éM-1n00». Ecmut Mbl )XieM, IoKa
He II0JTyYMM OTBeTbI Ha BCe CBOM BOIIPOCHI, TO
Cepbe3HO OrpaHMYMBaeM TO JOOPO, KOTOpOe MO-
’KeM COBEpUINTD, ¥ OTPaHMYNBaeM CUIy Halleit
BepblL.

Bepa npekpacHa, TOTOMY YTO OHa COXpa-
HAETCA Jake TOITa, KOIma 6/1aroc/IoBeHns He
IPUXOJAT TaK, KaK OXXUAAIOCh. MBI He MOXKeM
BUJIeTb OyZyIIlero, Mbl He 3HaeM BCEX OTBETOB,
HO MO>KeM J0BepATb Vucycy Xpucry, npopo-
’KasA MPOJBUTATbCA BIlepe] U BBepX, IOTOMY YTO
OH - Ham Criacutenb u Vckynurenb.
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Faith endures the trials and the uncertainties

of life because it is firmly rooted in Christ and
His doctrine. Jesus Christ, and our Father in
Heaven who sent Him, together constitute the
one undeviating, perfectly reliable object of our
trust.

A testimony is not something that you build
once and it stands forever. It's more like a tree
that you nourish constantly. Planting the word
of God in your heart is only the first step. Once
your testimony starts to grow, then the real work
begins! That’s when you “nourish it with great
care, that it may get root, that it may grow up,
and bring forth fruit” It takes “great diligence”
and “patience with the word.” But the Lord’s
promises are sure: “Ye shall reap the rewards of
your faith, and your diligence, and patience, and
long-suffering, waiting for the tree to bring forth
fruit unto you.”

My dear brothers and sisters, my dear
friends, there’s a part of me that misses the old
Zwickau chapel and its stained-glass windows.
But over the past 75 years, Jesus Christ has
led me on a journey through life that is more
thrilling than I could ever have imagined. He
has comforted me in my afflictions, helped me
to recognize my weaknesses, healed my spiritual
wounds, and nourished me in my growing faith.

It is my sincere prayer and blessing that we
will constantly nourish the roots of our faith in
the Savior, in His doctrine, and in His Church.
Of this I testify in the sacred name of our Savior,
our Redeemer, our Master—in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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Bepa BbpIep>xMBaeT VCIIBITAHUSA U HEOIIpe-
Ie/IeHHOCTY XKU3HM, IIOTOMY YTO IIPOYHO YKO-
peHeHa B Xpucre 1 Ero yuenun. Mucyc Xpucroc
u Hanr Otery Ha Hebecax, Kotopsiit mocnan Ero,
BMeECTE COCTAB/ISIOT eMHBIN HEM3MEHHbI, a0-
COJIIOTHO HaJIeXXHbIII 00BEKT HAIIIETO JJOBEPUA.

CBUJETeNIbCTBO — 3TO HE TO, YTO BBI CO37a-
eTe OflMH pas, ¥ OHO ocTaeTcs HaBcerga. OHO
0osIbIlIe TIOXOXE Ha IepeBO, KOTOPOE BbI OCTO-
sIHHO nopnuThiBaete. Iloces cimoBa boxbero B
BallleM CepAlie — 9TO JINIIb IepBbIli mar. Kak
TOJIBKO Ballle CBUETEIbCTBO HAYMHALT PacTH,
HaYMHaeTCs HacTosast pabotal VimenHo torma
BBI «yHo6psi[eTe] ero ¢ BemuKoit 3a60Toit, YTOOBI
OHO MOIJIO YKOPEHUTHCS, YTOOBI OHO MOIJIO BbI-
pacTy U IPMHECTH. .. IIof». TpebyeTcs Benukoe
«yceppu[e]» u «repnieHu[e] ¢ STUM CTOBOM».

Ho Bepub! o6emanms [ocriogau: «Bsr moskuéTe
BO3HArpak/ieH1e 3a CBOIO Bepy, M CBOE ycepane,
U TepIleHle, ¥ MHOTOCTpafiaHue, OKIasi, KOrja
3TO JePeBO NPUHECET BaM IIJIOH».

Mowu oporue 6patbs ¥ CECTPbI, MOU JOPO-
TUe APy3bs, KaKasg-TO YaCcTb MEHs CKyd4aeT II0
TOJI CTapoil IepKBMU B LIBUKKay 11 ee BUTpaXKaM.
Ho nocneguue 75 net Mucyc Xpucroc BefieT
MeHs 110 KM3HEeHHOMY Iy T, 60/lee 3aXBaTbIBa-
I0LIleMY, 4eM 5 KOrfia-mbo Mor cebe mpescTa-
BuTh. OH yTellaeT MeHs B MOUX CKOPOsAX, TIOMO-
raeT MHe OCO3HaBaTh MOU C/1a0OCTH, VICIe/sIeT
IAYXOBHbIE PaHbI I IIOAEP>KMBAET PACTYILYIO
Bepy.

Mos ncKpeHH:A MONIUTBA U O/1ar0CIOBEeHNe
0 TOM, YTOOBI MbI IOCTOSHHO IUTA/IN KOPHA
Haueli Bepol B Criacurens, B Ero yueHnne u B
Ero LlepkoBb. O6 9TOM 51 CBU/IETE/ILCTBYIO BO
cBslIeHHOe MM Hamero CriacuTeis, HallleTo
WckynuTtens, Hamero Yuunrens — Bo uma Mucyca
Xpucra, aMUHb.
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