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Joseph Smith was “blessed to open the last dispen-
sation,” and we are blessed that he did.

My purpose this day and always is to testify
of Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God, the
Creator and Savior of the world, our Deliver-
er and Redeemer. Because “the fundamental
principles of our religion are the testimony of
the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus
Christ,’today I share with you my knowledge
and testimony of the Savior as they have been
strengthened and deepened by the life and teach-
ings of one key apostle and prophet.

The Beginning of Wisdom

On the morning of a beautiful clear day early
in the spring of 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith
entered a grove of trees near his family’s home to
pray about his sins and to ask which church to
join. His sincere prayer, offered with unwavering
faith, received the attention of the most power-
ful forces in the universe, including the Father
and the Son. And the devil. Each of these had an
intense interest in that prayer and in that boy.

What we now call the First Vision marked
the beginning of the Restoration of all things in
this last dispensation. But for Joseph, the expe-
rience was also personal and preparatory. All he
wanted was forgiveness and direction. The Lord
gave him both. The instruction to “join none of
[the churches]”was directive. The words “Thy
sins are forgiven thee”were redemptive.
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Lncosep Cmum «OHeli nocneOHUx epama Ham
OMKPOL», U Mbl 671420C7I0671€HbL IMUM.

Mos 11en1b, CETOIHA U BCETfa, — CBUETE/Ib-
cTBoBatb 06 Vucyce Xpucre, o Tom, uTo OH —
Cora boxxnit, TBoper; u Criacuresnb Mypa, Hall
Is6aButens u Vickynutens. ITockonbky «ocHO-
BOIO/IATAOI VMY IPMHIMIIAMY HaIlel Penurum
ABJIAIOTCA CBUJETENbCTBA AiocTonos u Ilpo-
pokoB 06 Mucyce Xpucte», CeTOfHA 5 AeM0Ch
C BaMU CBOMM 3HaHIEM U CBUMIETEILCTBOM O
Cnacurerne, KOTOpoOe YKPeIUIAI0Ch 1 yImyois-
7I0Ch 671arofiaps >KU3HNU U YI€HNAM OJHOTO U3
K/I104eBbIX AniocTonoB 1 [Tpopokos.

NcToku mygpocTu

B ogHO pexpacHOe COTHeYHOe YTPO paH-
Helt BecHOI1 1820 roja yeThbIpHaALIATH/IE THA
[>xo03e¢d CMHUT BOILIET B POLLY PSI/IOM C TOMOM,
I7ie JKIJIa €r0 CEMbs, YTOOBI IOMOIUTHCH O
CBOMX I'PeXax U CIIPOCUTD, K KaKoJl IIepKBU eMy
HIpUCOeNUHNTbCA. ETo CKpeHHAA MONNTBa,
IIPOM3HECEeHHas! C HeITOK0/Ie0MMOTt Bepoit, pu-
BJIEK/Ia BHMMaHMe Hanbojiee MOLIHBIX CUJI BO
Bcenennoii, B oM uncie Otia u Ceina. U gbs-
Bosa. Kakgas 13 CTOpOH IposBUIa IPUCTAIb-
HBIII MHTEpeC K TOI MO/IUTBE U K TOMY IOHOIIIE.

To, uto MBI Ha3bIBaeM Tenepb IlepBbIM Bufie-
HUeM, TIOIOXKI/IO Havyao BoccTaHOBIEeHMIO BCe-
TO B 3TOM ITOCTIefHeM yCTpoeHun. Iy camoro
xe JI>ko3eda 9T0 ObIT TNYHBII, TOATOTOBUTENb-
HBIII OIIBIT. Bce, uero oH XOoTes — 9TO MONTYyYUTD
mpoleHye 1 pykoBopacTso. [ocnons nan emy u
TO, U IpyTOe. B oBeteHnN «He... IPUCOERN-
HATBCS HY K OJ{HOV 13 [LIepKBeii]», cofepanoch
PYKOBOJCTBO; B croBax «[Ipomarrcs Tebe rpexu

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



McKay-October 2024-English/Russian

For all the beautiful truths we might learn
from that First Vision, perhaps Joseph’s main
takeaway was simply, “I had found the testimo-
ny of James to be true—that a man who lacked
wisdom might ask of God, and obtain.”

As one scholar noted: “The real resonance of
the First Vision today is to know that it’s the na-
ture of God to give to those who lack wisdom. ...
The God that reveals Himself to Joseph Smith in
the sacred grove is a God who answers teenagers
in times of trouble.”

Joseph’s experience in the grove gave him
confidence to ask forforgivenessanddirectionfor
the rest of his life. His experience has also given-
meconfidence to ask for forgiveness and direc-
tion for the rest of my life.

Regular Repentance

On September 21, 1823, Joseph earnestly
prayed for forgiveness, confident that because
of his experience in the grove three years earli-
er, heaven would respond again.And it did. The
Lord sent an angel, Moroni, to instruct Joseph
and inform him of an ancient record he would
later translate by the gift and power of God—the
Book of Mormon.

Almost 13 years after that, Joseph and Oliver
Cowdery knelt in solemn, silent prayer in the
newly dedicated Kirtland Temple. We do not
know what they prayed for, but their prayers
likely included a plea for forgiveness, for, as they
arose, the Savior appeared and declared, “Behold,
your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before

»

me.

In the months and years after this experi-
ence, Joseph and Oliver would sin again. And
again. But in that moment,forthat moment, in
response to their plea and in preparation for the
glorious restoration of priesthood keys that was
about to happen, Jesus made them sinless.

Joseph's life of regular repentance gives me
confidence to “come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that [I] may obtain mercy.’T have learned
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TBOM»— UCKYIIEHNE.

V3 Bcex mpeKpacHBIX ICTUH, KaKlie Mbl
MO>KeM y3HaTb 13 atoro Ilepsoro BupeHns,
TIO>KATYTL, ITTaBHBIM 1 [I>ko3eda ObI Takoi
MIPOCTOM BBIBOJ: «S] HAIIET IpaBUIBHBIM CBUJIE-
Te/IbCTBO JakoBa 0 TOM, UTO 4elI0BEK, KOTOPOMY
HeJOCTAaéT MYZPOCTH, MOXKeT IPOCUTDb y bora n
HONTY4UTDb €€ 6e3 yIpEeKOB».

OpuH y4eHblit 3aMeTu: «B cymHocTy,
0TTon0coK IlepBoro BujieHMs B HallIy THYU — 3TO
BO3MOXXHOCTD 3HaTh, YTO npupopa bora Takosa
4TOOBI JaBaTh MyAPOCTDb TeM, KOMY €€ HeJloCTa-
eT... bor, apmaromuir Ce6s [Ixosedy Cmuty
B CBsI1leHHOII pole, — 3T0 bor, oTBeuaromuii
HMOJPOCTKAM B TPY/[HbIe BpEMeHa».

OmbiT, nOTy4yeHHsIN [Ix03edoMm B pole,
IIPUIAJI eMY YBEPEHHOCTY, YTOOBI IPOCUTD
OIIPOILEHUU OPYKOBOACTBEHA IPOTKEHUN
OCTaBLIeNCcsA XU3HU. ET0O ONBIT pujan Takxe
VIMHEYBEPEHHOCTH /I TOTO, YTOOBI IIPOCUTH
0 IPOLIEHNN ¥ PYKOBOJICTBE Ha IPOTsKEHUN
MOE€J1 OCTaBIIENICA KU3HIL

PerynapHoe nokasiHne

21 cents6ps 1823 ropa [Ixo3ed ycepaHo
MOJIWJICA O NIPOIEHNM, YBEPEeHHBIII, 6/1arogaps
TOMY, YTO IIPOM30IIIO B POILe TPM TOfia Ha3a,
uyro Hebeca oTBeTAT cCHOBaA. Tak U CIy4nnoCs.
Tocniogp ornpaBui AHrena, MopoHnus, 4To06bI
matb Jxosedy yKkasaHNUA ¥ COOOINTD eMY O
IIPEeBHIX JIETONMNUCAX, KOTOPbIE OH ITO3[jHee Tepe-
BefleT jlapoM 1 cusoit bora, — o Kuure Mopmo-
Ha.

[Tourtn gepes 13 net nocrne atoro >xo3ed u
OmnuBep CKIIOHMINCH B TOP)KECTBEHHOI, TUXON
MOJINTBE B TOIbKO YTO IOCBSAIIEHHOM XpaMe B
KupTtnanpe. MbI He 3HaeM, 0 4eM OHM MOJIV/IUCD,
HO IIOXO0’KE YTO MX MOJIUTBBI COfiep>Kau B cebe
MOJIBOY O IIPOIIEHNN, TIOCKOIbKY KaK TOIBKO
OHM BCTA/IM C KOJIeH, UM sABMIcs CHacurenb
poBo3rIacuiI: «BoT, Balm rpexu npoleHsl
BaM; BBl OUMIIEHBI Ilepefio MHOII».

Ha nporskeHnu mocnenyommx MecsAres 1
et mocre aToro [Ixosed u OnmmuBep rpewmm
cHoBa. JI cHoBa. Ho B TOT MOMeHT MHATOT MO-
MEHT, B OTBET Ha X MO/IBOY 1 C L[e/IbIO IIOATO-
TOBKU K C/TaBHOMY BOCCTaHOBJICHVIO K/TFOUelT
CBAIIEHCTBA, KOTOPOE BOT-BOT JO/DKHO OBIIO
npousoiity, Vucyc cuenan nx 6e3rpenHpIML.

JKusns [I>xo3eda, compoBo>kaaBIIAsACA TIO-
KasHJEeM, BCe/IAeT B MEHS YBEPEHHOCTD «IIPM-
CTyna[Tb] ¢ Zep3HOBeHMEM K IIpecTony 6aro-
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that Jesus Christ truly is “of a forgiving disposi-
tion.’It is neither His mission nor His nature to
condemn. He came to save.

Inquiring of the Lord

As part of the promised “restitution of all
things,’the Lord, through Joseph Smith, brought
forth the Book of Mormon and other revelations
that contain the fulness of His gospel. Vital truths
were given clarity and completeness as Joseph
repeatedly inquired of the Lord for direction.
Consider the following:

The Father and the Son have bodies “as tan-
gible as man’s”

Jesus took upon Himself not only our sins
but also our sicknesses, afflictions, and infirmi-
ties.

His Atonement was so excruciating it caused

Him to bleed from every pore.

We are saved by His grace “after all we can
do”
There are conditions to Christ’s mercy.

As we come unto Christ, He will not only
forgive our sins, but He will also change our very
nature so “that we have no more disposition to
do evil”

Christ always commands His people to
build temples,where He manifests Himself unto
themand endows them with power from on high.

I testify that all these things are true and
necessary. They represent only a fraction of the
fulness that was restored by Jesus Christ through
Joseph Smith in response to Joseph's recurring
requests for direction.

Rolling on This Kingdom

In 1842, Joseph wrote of amazing things that
would come to pass in this last dispensation.
He declared that during our day, “the heavenly
Priesthood will unite with the earthly, to bring
about those great purposes; and whilst we are
thus united in the one common cause, to roll
forth the kingdom of God, the heavenly Priest-
hood are not idle spectators.”

To his friend Benjamin Johnson, Joseph said,
“Benjamin, [if I die] I [would] not be far away
from you, and if on the other side of the veil, I
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[ATH, YTOOBI IIOTYIUTh MUIOCTD». S y3HAJI 4TO
Wucyc Xpucroc Bcerfa roros npomars. OH He
CKJIOHEH OCYXXAaTb H1 110 CBOeil MICCUY, HY 10
Csoeii npupope. OH mpuilen cracarh.

O6paLwienus k flocnoay

YacTpio 00€IIaHHOTO «COBepIIeHNs BCe-
ro»6b110 TO, 4yTO Tocmons, yepes [lxo3eda
Cmura, siBu Ha cBeT KHury MopmoHa n pyrue
OTKPOBEHI, cofiepKaiye onHoTty Ero EBan-
reqvisi. BaskHeiiiye uCTUHBI 06peny ICHOCTD
¥ IIOJTHOTY IO Mepe Toro Kak [[>kosed BHOBb U
Bonpoluasn [ocrioga o pykoBofcTBe. Bbl TONMbKO
BJyMalTecCh:

Oren u ChIH UMEIOT TeJIa, «TaK[u]e ke ocs-
3aeM|[bl]e, KaK TeI0 YeIOBEKa».

Vucyc npunsn Ha Cebs1 He TONMBKO HAIIN
rpexu, HO TakXKe ¥ O0/Ie3H, CTPaflaHusA U HeCo-
BEpPLICHCTBA.

Cosepmras Vickynnenue, OH MCIIBITBIBAIT
TaKle HeBbIpasyMble My4eHus, 4To Ero Teno
JICTEKaJI0 KPOBBIO U3 KaXK10i1 IToXpbI.

MpbI cnacaemcsa Ero 6narogaTbio «Iocie
TOTO, KaK CIellaeM BCE, YTO MOYKEM».

Munocts XpucTa JOCTYIIHA IIPY OIIpefeneH-
HBIX YCTIOBMSX.

Korpa MbI npuxogum ko Xpucty, OH He
TOJIBKO IIPOIAaeT HAaIllV IPEXM, HO TaKXKe U3-
MeHsAeT caMy Hallly CyTb TaK, «4TO HeT y Hac
0o0sbIlle HAMEpPEeHsI TBOPUTD 3710».

Xpuctoc Bcerjja roenesaeT CBoeMy HapOny
cTponth Xpamsl, rie OH sBnser Cebs ummu o671e-
KaeT UX CUTION CBBIIIIE.

Sl cBMOeTeNnbCTBYIO O TOM, UTO BCE TO IIPaB-
Iia 11 BCe 3TO HeoOxomumo. V Bce 310 — nulib
(dparMeHT IOTHOTHI, BOCCTaHOBJIEHHO Vncy-
com XpuctoMm depes [I>xoseda CMuta B OTBET Ha
ero HaCTOMYMBBIEe IIPOCHOBI O PYKOBOZCTBE.

CosupaHue atoro LlapcTtea

B 1842 ropy JI)o3ed Hanucan 06 yausu-
Te/IbHBIX COOBITYAX, KOTOPBIE OYAYT OCYIIeCT-
BJIATBCSA B 9TOM, TTOC/IefHEM ycTpoeHun. OH
IPOBO3ITIACHIL, YTO B Hamm fHM «HebecHoe
CBAIIEHCTBO 00'beAMHNUTCA C 3eMHBIM, YTO-

OBI MCIIOTHUTD STV BE/TUKIE IIeJIV; U, TOKA MBI
00beVIHAEMCS B OfHY CUITY, YTOOBI CO3MAATD
HapcrBo boxbe, Heb6ecnoe CBAIIEHCTBO He
OCTaHeTCH B CTOPOHE B 6e37Ie/ICTBUI».

O6parrasch ogHaX/bI K cCBoeMy ApyTy beH-
mxamuny JI>xoHcony, [xosed ckasan: «benmxa-
MUH, [ecn 51 ymMpy], s OyAy Heflaneko ot Tebs,
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[would] still be working with you, and with a
power greatly increased, to roll on this kingdom.”

On June 27, 1844, Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were murdered. Joseph’s body
was laid to rest, but his testimony continues to
reverberate around the world and in my soul:

“I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it

“I never told you I was perfect; but there is
no error in the revelations which I have taught”

“The fundamental principles of our religion
are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets,
concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was bur-
ied, and rose again the third day, and ascended
into heaven; and all other things which pertain to
our religion are only appendages to it

What was said of John the Baptist might
also be said of Joseph Smith: “There was a man
sent from God, whose name was [Joseph]. ... He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light,” “that all men through him might
believe”

I believe. I believe and am sure that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the living God. I testify
that the living God is our loving Father. I know
this because the voice of the Lord has spoken it
to me, and so has the voice of His servants, the
apostles and prophets, including and beginning
with Joseph Smith.

I testify that Joseph Smith was and is a
prophet of God, a witness and servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He was “blessed to open the
last dispensation,”and we are blessed that he did.

The Lord commanded Oliver and all of us,
“Stand by my servant Joseph, faithfully”I testify
that the Lord stands by His servant Joseph and
the Restoration wrought through him.

Joseph Smith is now part of that heavenly
priesthood of which he spoke. As he promised
his friend, he is not far away from us, and on the
other side of the veil, he is still working with us,
and with a power greatly increased, to roll on this
kingdom. With joy and thanksgiving, I raise my
voice in “praise to the man who communed with
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U lake IIO TY CTOPOHY 3aBeChI Bce elle Oyay
TPYAUTBCS BMecTe € TO00I, 1 OyAy ¢ BO3pocIeit
cuyIoit co3aupats ato LlapcTBo».

27 utons 1844 ropa I>xoseda Cmura 1 ero
opara Xaripama youm. Temo [I>xoseda 6b110
IpefaHo 3eM/Ie, HO eT0 CBUJETE/IbCTBO IPOOTI-
YKaeT PasHOCUTBCA IO MUPY U OTHAAETCSA B MOeIt
mylIe.

«f1 Bupen Bupenne. [ 3Ha 3TO, 1 A 3HAT, 4TO
bor 3HaeT 3T0, 11 51 HE MOT 11 He CMeJI OTPULATD
9TO».

«5] HUKOTIa He YTBEPKAAJI, UTO 5 Ye/IOBEK
COBEPLICHHBIIT; HO Te OTKPOBEHIS, KOTOPBIM A
yuu1, 6e30m60YHbI».

«OCHOBOIIOTATAOMVIMI IIPMHIUIIAMY Ha-
IIeJl peNINTUY SB/ISAIOTCSA CBUETENIbCTBA ATIO-
cronoB 1 [Ipopokos 06 VMucyce Xpucre, — 0 TOM,
4yT0 OH yMep, ObII IOXOPOHEH, U1 BOCCTANI Ha
TpeTuil ieHb, 1 Bo3Heccsa Ha He6o; Bce ocTanb-
HOe, OTHOCSIeecs K Halllell pe/IATNH, SIBISeTCS
JVIIb IPUATKOM K 3TUM CBUIETEIbCTBAM».

To, 4o 6b110 cKasaHo 06 Voanne Kpecrure-
Jie, MOXKHO CKa3aTh Takxe 1 o J[kosede Cmure:
«bbIT UenoBek, mocIaHHbIi OT bora, mo nmMeHn
[dxo3ed]... OH He ObLT CBET, HO OBUT TIOC/IAH,
4TOOBI CBUAIETENbCTBOBATH 0 CBeTe», «Tabbl Bce
yBEpOBaIN Ype3 Hero».

A yseposar. f Bepro u TBepfo 3Hal0, YTO
Nucyc ectv Xpucroc, Coin bora >xusoro.
CBUJIETENbCTBYIO, 4TO bOT KMBOJI — 3TO HAII JTIO-
Osammit Orer. S 3Ha10 06 9TOM, IOTOMY 4YTO 3TO
ObIIO M3pedeHo MHe ronocoM locnopa, a Takoke
u ronocoM Ero ciyr, Annocronos u IIpopoxos,
BKJTIOUAst U Taxke HaumHas ¢ [[xoseda Cmura.

S cBupeTenbCcTBYIO O TOM, UTO J>K03ed
Cwmurt 6511 u octaetcs [Ipopokom bora, cBupe-
teneM u cayroii locnioga Mncyca Xpucra. «On
IHeI IOCTIeNHNX BpaTa HaM OTKPBL/I», VI MBI
071aTOC/IOB/IEHBI 9TUM.

Tocriopy 3amoBepan OnuBepy 1 BCceM HaM:
«IIpe6pIBait BepHBIM co cayroit Moum [I>xose-
dom». A cBumeTenpcTByIo 0 TOM, 4TO locmonn
npe6biBaet co CBoum cyroii [I>xosepom n
HabmozaeT 3a BoccraHoB/IeHMeM, KOTOpoe ObITTO
Ha4yaTo 4epe3 HeTo.

Teneps [Ixo3edp CMUT IPUHATEKNT K
tTomy HebecHomy CBAIIEHCTBY, 0 KOTOPOM OH
rosopu1. Kak oH u obean cBoeMy Apyry, OH
HeJlaJIeKo OT Hac, ¥ C BO3pOCIIell BO MHOTO pa3
CUJION TIO-IIPEeXXHEMY TPYAUTCS BMeCTe ¢ HaMMI
TI0 IPYTYIO CTOPOHY 3aBeChl, YTOOBI CO3MATh
aTo LapcTBo. C pafocThio U 61arojapHOCTBIO
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Jehovah”And above all, praise to Jehovah, who
communed with that man! In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.

s BO3BBIILIAIO CBOII TOTI0C, «caB[s] [Tpopokar,
koropomy «Cam Mucyc [CBomwo] cnaBy aBum». U
IIpeBBIIIe BCETO 5 CJIaB/IIo VIncyca, IBUBIIEro

Csoro cnaBy aTomy uenoseky! Bo nma Mncyca
Xpucra, aMUHb.
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