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We cannot underestimate the significance of sacred
scriptures both in conversions and in remaining
faithful in the gospel.

My wife, Mary, and I recently saw a T-shirt
with the picture of a book and a message on the
front which read, “Books: The Original Handheld
Device”

I thought about this interesting message and
how significant handheld devices of all kinds
have become. Upon further contemplation, I re-
alized that any device or even one equipped with
artificial intelligence will never be as important
or significant as the spiritual guidance that comes
from divine revelation.

Whether handheld or digital, the Holy Bible
and the Book of Mormon: Another Testament
of Jesus Christ provide spiritual guidance and
teaching from Jesus Christ, the Savior of the
world. We treasure these books for their pro-
found role in documenting God’s direction to
ancient prophets and people and the guidance
they provide for our own personal lives.

Combined with the teachings of living
prophets, these sacred scriptures provide doc-
trinal direction for us in today’s world. These
scriptures are most powerful when they give
instruction, correction,comfort, and consolation
to individuals and families who seek guidance
from the Lord.

The scriptures, combined with spiritual in-
spiration from the Holy Spirit, continue to be the
primary source that facilitates the conversion of
those who have broken hearts and contrite spirit-
sand desire to follow Jesus Christ. The scriptures
help build a foundation that can withstand the
adversary’s constant efforts to undermine faith.
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Nu putem subestima importanta scripturilor sacre
atdt in procesul de convertire, cdt si in pdstrarea
credintei in Evanghelie.

Sotia mea, Mary, si cu mine am vazut recent,
pe un tricou, imaginea unei carti si un mesaj pe
partea din faté: ,Carte: primul dispozitiv porta-
bil”

M-am gandit la acest mesaj interesant si la
cat de importante au devenit dispozitivele porta-
bile de orice fel. Dupd ceva mai multa meditatie,
am inteles cd orice dispozitiv sau chiar unul dotat
cu inteligenta artificiald nu va fi niciodata la fel
de important sau semnificativ ca indrumarea
spirituald care vine prin revelatie divina.

Tinute in mana sau digitale, Biblia Sfanta si
Cartea lui Mormon: un alt testament al lui Isus
Hristos ofera indrumare spirituala si invatatura
de la Isus Hristos, Salvatorul lumii. Noi pretuim
aceste carti pentru rolul lor profund in documen-
tarea indrumadrii date de Dumnezeu profetilor si
oamenilor din vechime si in indrumarea pe care
acestea o oferd in viata noastra.

Imbinate cu invitaturile profetilor in via-
ta, aceste scripturi sacre ne asigura indrumare
doctrinard in lumea de azi. Aceste scripturi au cel
mai puternic efect cand ofera instruire, indrep-
tare, alinare si consolare persoanelor si familiilor
care cautd indrumare de la Domnul.

Scripturile imbinate cu inspiratie spirituald
de la Spiritul Sfant continua sa fie sursa princi-
pala care inlesneste convertirea acelora care au
inimi frante si spirite smeritesi doresc sa-L ur-
meze pe Isus Hristos. Scripturile ajutd la cladirea
temeliei care poate rezista eforturilor constante
ale dusmanului de a submina credinta.
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New converts have blessed and been the
lifeblood of the Church throughout its history.
One example is particularly precious to me.
When I was a young bishop, two marvelous sister
missionarieswere teaching the William Edward
Mussman family. The father, a very capable law-
yer, was general counsel of a major corporation.
His devoted wife, Janet, was helping the family
strive to live a more Christlike life.

Their exceptional son and daughter,both in
their early 20s, were also being taught. All four
had received the lessons and were attending
church. The sister missionaries had emphasized
reading the Book of Mormon and praying for a
testimony of that sacred scripture. Remarkably,
the family prayerfully read the entire Book of
Mormon in a short time.

The stake missionaries, both of whom were
prior ward Relief Society presidents, accompa-
nied them to sacrament meetings.

As the family was nearing baptism, they
received a barrage of literature critical of the
Church. This was before the internet, but the
material filled a large cardboard box.

The sister missionaries invited me as a re-
cently called 34-year-old bishop to help answer
the questions being raised. When we gathered
in their living room, the large box of pamphlets
critical of the Church was in the middle of the
room. I had prayerfully approached this assign-
ment. During the opening prayer, the Spirit
whispered to me, “He already knows it is true”
This was important. The sisters believed that the
rest of the family already had a testimony. They
were unsure about the father.

I immediately informed him that the Spirit
had prompted me that he already had a testimo-
ny. “Was that true?” He looked at me intently and
said that the Spirit had confirmed the truth of the
Book of Mormon and the Church to him.

I then asked whether it would be necessary
to review the pamphlets, if they already had a
spiritual confirmation.

The father replied that it would not be nec-
essary. The rest of the family concurred with his
answer.

He said he did have a significant question:
One reason they had received so much literature

Page2 — Not an official publication

Noii convertiti au binecuvantat si au fost sur-
sa vietii Bisericii de-a lungul istoriei. Un exemplu
este deosebit de pretios pentru mine. Cind eram
tanar episcop, doud minunate surori misiona-
repropovaduiau familiei lui William Edward
Mussman. Tatél, un avocat foarte capabil, era
consilierul juridic al unei corporatii importante.
Devotata sa sotie, Janet, ajuta familia in strddania
de a trai o ,,viatd mai asemanatoare celei a lui
Hristos.

Fiului si fiicei lor, tineri exceptionali, in var-
sta de putin peste 20 de ani, li se propovaduia, de
asemenea. Toti patru primisera lectiile si parti-
cipau la adundrile Bisericii. Surorile misionare
puseserd accent pe faptul de a citi din Cartea lui
Mormon si a se ruga pentru a dobandi o martu-
rie despre aceasta scriptura sacra. Remarcabil a
fost faptul ca familia a citit, rugandu-se, intreaga
Carte a lui Mormon intr-un timp scurt.

Misionarele episcopiei, care fuseserd, aman-
doud, presedinte ale Societitii de Alinare la nivel
de episcopie, ii insoteau la adunarile de impérta-
sanie.

Pe cand familia era pe cale de a accepta
botezul, ei au primit o serie de materiale care
criticau Biserica. Aceasta era inainte de perioada
internetului, dar materialul umplea o cutie mare
de carton.

Surorile misionare m-au invitat pe mine, ca
episcop in varstd de 34 de ani recent chemat, sa
le ajut sa raspunda la intrebarile care apareau.
Cand ne-am adunat in sufrageria lor, cutia mare
plina cu brosuri care criticau Biserica se afla in
mijlocul camerei. Am abordat aceasta insarcinare
rugindu-ma. In timpul rugiciunii de deschidere,
Spiritul mi-a soptit: ,,El stie deja ca este adevara-
td”. Acest lucru era important! Surorile credeau
ca restul familiei avea deja o marturie. Ele erau
nesigure cu privire la tata.

Eu l-am informat imediat ca Spiritul imi sop-
tise cd el avea deja o marturie. ,,Era adevérat?”
M-a privit cu atentie si a spus cd Spiritul ii confir-
mase adevarul Cartii lui Mormon si al Bisericii.

Am intrebat apoi daci era necesar si trecem
in revista brosurile din moment ce aveau deja o
confirmare spirituald?

Tatal a raspuns ca nu era necesar. Restul
familiei a fost de acord cu raspunsul lui.

El a spus ci avea, totusi, o intrebare impor-
tanta: Motivul pentru care primisera atat de
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opposing the Church was that they were mem-
bers of another faith. In addition, he had made a
large pledge to help build a new chapel for that
faith. He informed me that the sister missionaries
had taught him about the importance of tithing,
which he gratefully accepted, but he wondered

it it would be wrong to also honor the pledge he
had previously made. I assured him that pay-
ment of the pledge would be both honorable and
appropriate.

The Mussmans with their son, daughter-in-
law, and daughter.

The entire family was baptized. One year
later they were sealed as a family in the Oakland
California Temple. I was privileged to be pres-
ent. The son completed law school, passed the
California Bar Exam, and immediately served a
faithful mission in Japan. I have watched over the
years as the succeeding generations have re-
mained faithful to the gospel. I was privileged to
officiate at the sealing of one of the granddaugh-
ters.

The conversions that are occurring in our
day are equally remarkable. Last June, Coach
Andy Reid, head football coach of the Kansas
City Chiefs,and I, along with othersrepresenting
our faith and other faiths, spoke in a multifaith
event at the Riverside Church in New York City.
Coach Reid emphasized second chances and re-
sponding to invitations and opportunities,which
is what the gospel of Jesus Christ is all about.
The next morning, with our wives, Tammy Reid
and Mary, we attended the sacrament meeting at
the Manhattan Second Ward. It was a spiritual
service. There were many new converts in the
congregation. Five recently baptized members,
four men and one young man, were among the
Aaronic Priesthood members passing the sacra-
ment. I am happy to report that a similar influx
of new members is happening throughout the
Church.

We are grateful for the noticeable increase in
those who respond to sacred invitations, change
their lives, and accept the opportunity to fol-
low Jesus Christ. They enter the covenant path
through faith, repentance, baptism, and confir-
mation as taught in the Holy Bible and the Book
of Mormon.

We cannot underestimate the significance
of sacred scriptures both in conversions and in
remaining faithful in the gospel. The ancient
prophets described in the Book of Mormon knew
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multa literatura care era impotriva Bisericii era
cé ei erau membri ai unei alte religii. In plus, el
promisese o suma mare pentru a ajuta la con-
struirea unei capele noi pentru acea religie. El
m-a informat ca surorile misionare il invitasera
despre importanta zeciuielii, pe care a acceptat-o
cu recunostintd, dar se intreba daca ar fi gresit sa
onoreze promisiunea pe care o facuse deja. L-am
asigurat ca onorarea platii pe care o promisese ar
fi atat onorabila, cat si potrivita.

Familia Mussman cu fiul, nora si fiica.

Intreaga familie a fost botezatd. Un an mai
tarziu, ei au fost pecetluiti ca familie in Templul
Oakland, California. Am avut privilegiul sa fiu
prezent. Fiul a absolvit Facultatea de Drept, a
trecut examenul pentru Baroul California si,
imediat, a slujit cu credintd in misiune in Japo-
nia. De-a lungul anilor, am vazut generatiile care
au urmat ramanand credincioase Evangheliei.
Am avut privilegiul sd oficiez la pecetluirea uneia
dintre nepoate.

Convertirile din zilele noastre sunt la fel de
remarcabile. In luna iunie, antrenorul Andy Reid,
antrenor principal al echipei Chiefs din orasul
Kansas, si cu mine, dar si altii, reprezentand cre-
dinta noastra si alte credinte, am vorbit in cadrul
unui eveniment multiconfesional desfisurat la
Biserica Riverside din orasul New York. Antre-
norul Reid a vorbit despre a doua sansd si cum sd
raspunzi invitatiilor si ocaziilor, care reprezinta
esenta Evangheliei lui Isus Hristos. In dimineata
urmatoare, alaturi de sotiile noastre, Tammy Reid
si Mary, am participat la adunarea de impartasa-
nie in Episcopia Doi, Manhattan. A fost o aduna-
re spirituala! In congregatie, erau multi convertiti
noi. Cinci membri recent botezati, patru barbati
si un tinar, erau printre membrii detinatori ai
Preotiei aaronice care au distribuit impartasa-
nia. Sunt fericit sd vd spun ca un aflux similar de
membri noi are loc in intreaga Biserica.

Suntem recunoscatori pentru cresterea
remarcabila a numarului celor care raspund invi-
tatiilor sacre, isi schimba viata si acceptd ocazia
de a-L urma pe Isus Hristos. Ei intrd pe cdrarea
legamintelor prin credinta, pocaintd, botez si
confirmare, asa cum ne invata Biblia Sfanta si
Cartea lui Mormon.

Nu putem subestima importanta scripturi-
lor sacre atat in procesul de convertire, cat si in
pastrarea credintei in Evanghelie. Profetii din
vechime, descrisi in Cartea lui Mormon, au stiut
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about the mission of Jesus Christ and taught

His gospel. The Book of Mormon helps us draw
closer to God as we learn, understand, and apply
its teachings.The Prophet Joseph Smith taught,
“A man [or woman] would get nearer to God

by abiding by [the book’s] precepts, than by any
other book”

To know that the Book of Mormon is the
word of God, we need to read, ponder, and pray
about it and then act according to its precepts.
The prophet Moroni promised that God will
reveal the truth of the book to us as we pray with
a sincere heart, with real intent, and with faith in
Christ.Studying the Book of Mormon is essential
for enduring conversion.

As we contemplate the relationship between
the Bible and the Book of Mormon as handheld
devices, one might ask a question. How useful
and complementary do you think two books
would be if the Lord declared they would be
joined together and “become one in thine hand”?
That is what the Lord declared concerning the
“stick of Judah,” the Bible, and the “stick of Jo-
seph,” the Book of Mormon.

In many significant respects, the Book of
Mormon provides fundamental doctrine that
enhances and builds upon the Bible. The doctrine
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ is a profound
example.

The Bible provides an accurate account of the
mortal ministry of Jesus Christ, including His
death and Resurrection. The Book of Mormon
is more explicit about the Atonement of Jesus
Christ,something prophets explained in detail
prior to His death.

The heading toAlma chapter 42reflects the
doctrinal significance of the Atonement of Jesus
Christ.

It reads: “Mortality is a probationary time to
enable man to repent and serve God—The Fall
brought temporal and spiritual death upon all
mankind—Redemption comes through repen-
tance—God Himself atones for the sins of the
world—Mercy is for those who repent—All
others are subject to God’s justice—Mercy comes
because of the Atonement—Only the truly peni-
tent are saved.”

President Russell M. Nelson has said, “I
promise that as you prayerfully study the Book of
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despre misiunea lui Isus Hristos si au propovadu-
it Evanghelia Sa. Cartea lui Mormon ne ajutd sd
ne apropiem mai mult de Dumnezeu pe masura
ce invatam, intelegem si punem in practica inva-
taturile ei.Profetul Joseph Smith ne-a invatat: ,,Un
bérbat [sau o femeie] va ajunge mai aproape de
Dumnezeu supunandu-se invataturilor [cartii],
decit ale oricérei alte carti”.

Pentru a sti ca scriptura Cartea lui Mormon
este cuvantul lui Dumnezeu, trebuie s-o citim,
sd cugetam asupra ei si sa ne rugam in legatura
cu ea si, apoi, sd actiondm potrivit preceptelor
ei.Profetul Moroni a promis ca Dumnezeu ne
va revela adevarul cartii pe masura ce ne rugam
cu inima sincerd, cu intentie adevaratd si avind
credinta in Hristos.Studierea Cartii lui Mormon
este esentiald pentru convertirea de durata.

Cand reflectdm la relatia dintre Biblie si
Cartea lui Mormon ca instrumente portabile,
ne-ar putea veni in minte o intrebare. Cat de utile
si complementare credeti ca ar fi doua carti daca
Domnul a declarat cd ele vor fi unite una cu alta
si vor ,,[fi] una in mana ta”? Aceasta a declarat
Domnul cu privire la ,,[lemnul lui] Iuda’, Biblia,
si ,[lemnul lui] Tosif”, Cartea lui Mormon.

In multe privinte importante, Cartea lui
Mormon cuprinde doctrina fundamentala, care
imbunitateste si clideste pe Biblie. Doctrina
ispasirii lui Isus Hristos este un exemplu cu pro-
funde semnificatii.

Biblia ofera o relatare exacta a slujirii in viata
muritoare a lui Isus Hristos, inclusiv a mortii si
invierii Sale. Cartea lui Mormon este mai explici-
ta in ce priveste ispasirea lui Isus Hristos, ceva ce
profetii au explicat in detaliu inainte de moartea
Sa.

Rezumatul capitoluluiAlma 42reflecta im-
portanta doctrinald a ispasirii lui Isus Hristos.

In el, se spune: ,Viata muritoare este un timp
de incercare pentru a-i da omului prilejul sa se
pocdiasca si sa-L slujeasca pe Dumnezeu - Cade-
rea a adus moarte vremelnica si spirituala asupra
intregii omeniri - Mantuirea vine prin pocdin-
ti — Dumnezeu Insusi ispiseste pentru picatele
lumii — Mila este pentru cei care se pociiesc -
Toti ceilalti vor fi supusi dreptatii lui Dumnezeu
- Mila vine datoritd Ispasirii - Numai cei care se
pocaiesc cu adevarat sunt salvati”.

Presedintele Russell M. Nelson a spus: ,,Va
promit cd, pe masura ce studiati Cartea lui Mor-
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Mormonevery day, you will make better deci-
sions—every day.” He also promises that if “you
daily immerse yourself in the Book of Mormon,
you can be immunized against the evils of the
day”

As I mentioned, I was impressed with the
concept of the original handheld device—a book.
However, I recognize the incredible significance
of the internet in the world today. One modern
handheld device can provide the information
that historically has filled a major library. We
are grateful to live in such a time as this. I am
particularly grateful that it allows sacred books
and Church materials to be available digitally.
The internet is a powerful tool for studying the
gospel.Today, many people share scriptures with
friends using technology. TheBook of Mormon
app, for example, is a wonderful way to introduce
friends to the Book of Mormon and can easily be
shared in normal and natural ways wherever you
may be.

While the internet provides many blessings,
unfortunately, like the written pamphlets critical
of the Church I described earlier, it has also been
used to create doubt and undermine faith in pre-
cious gospel principles. It can be part of the “evils
of the day” that President Nelson mentioned.

The adversary and those who assist him,
knowingly or unwittingly, have created on the
internet the equivalent of the box full of written
material critical of the Church I described earlier,
intended to draw you away from God’s truth.

The issues raised to create doubt over the
years have been remarkably similar. This is espe-
cially true when you compare our day with the
1960s, when I was in my 20s.

The scriptures teach us to use judgment and
be wise in all things. The internet can be used in
a positive way or a destructive way.

Both long-term members and those new-
ly studying the gospel need to be intentional
about what they view. Do not entertain immor-
al, dishonest, or unrighteous material. If you
do, algorithms can lead you down a path that
destroys faith and impairs your eternal progres-
sion. You can be acted upon positively or nega-
tively. Seek righteousness and avoid dark internet
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mon, rugandu-va,in fiecare zi, veti lua decizii mai
bune -in fiecare zi”. Dansul promite, de aseme-
nea, ca, dacd ,va cufundati zilnic in Cartea lui
Mormon, puteti fi imunizati impotriva relelor
zilei”.

Asa cum am spus, am fost impresionat de
conceptul primului dispozitiv portabil - cartea.
Totusi, recunosc incredibila importanta a inter-
netului in lumea de azi. Un dispozitiv portabil
modern poate furniza informatii care, de-a
lungul istoriei, au umplut o biblioteca de dimen-
siuni considerabile. Suntem recunoscatori sa
trdim intr-o perioada ca aceasta. Sunt deosebit de
recunoscétor ca, acum, carti si materiale ale Bise-
ricii sunt disponibile in format digital. Internetul
este un instrument puternic in studiul Evanghe-
liei. Astazi, multi oameni impartasesc scripturi
prietenilor folosind tehnica. Aplicatia Cartea lui
Mormon (Book of Mormon app), de exemplu,
este un mod minunat de a prezenta prietenilor
Cartea lui Mormon si poate fi usor impartdsita,
in moduri normale si firesti, oriunde v-ati afla.

Desi internetul ofera multe binecuvantari,
din nefericire, asemenea brosurilor tipérite in
care Biserica era criticatd, despre care am vorbit
mai devreme, acesta este folosit, de asemenea,
pentru a crea indoiald si a submina credinta in
pretioasele principii ale Evangheliei. El poate face
parte din ,relele zilei”, mentionate de presedintele
Nelson.

Dusmanul si cei care il ajutd, intentionat sau
neintentionat, au creat pe internet echivalentul
cutiei pline cu materiale scrise critice la adresa
Bisericii, despre care am vorbit mai devreme, cu
intentia de a va indepérta de adevérul lui Dum-
nezeu.

Problemele ridicate de-a lungul anilor, meni-
te sa creeze indoiald, au fost extrem de similare.
Acest lucru este mai evident cand compari zilele
noastre cu anii 1960, cand eu eram in al treilea
deceniu de viata.

Scripturile ne invata sa folosim judecata si sa
fim intelepti in toate lucrurile. Internetul poate fi
folosit in mod pozitiv sau distructiv.

Atat membrii vechi, cét si cei care au inceput
sa studieze Evanghelia de curand trebuie sa fie
atenti la ceea ce vizioneaza. Nu urmdriti mate-
riale carora le lipseste moralitatea, onestitatea
sau neprihanirea. Daca o faceti, algoritmii va pot
conduce pe cdrarea care distruge credinta si va
impiedica progresul etern. Asupra dumneavoas-
trd se poate actiona pozitiv sau negativ. Cautati
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rabbit holes and doomscrolling.Fill your life with
positive, righteous ideas; be joyful; have fun but
avoid foolishness. There is a difference. Thethir-
teenth article of faithis a marvelous guide. Above
all, immerse yourself regularly in the Book of
Mormon, which will draw the Spirit into your
life and help you discern truth from error.

My counsel for those who have in any way
deviated from the covenant path is to return to
the sacred scriptures, prophetic guidance, reli-
gious observance in the home, and the music of
faith. Every soul is preciousto the Lord.We need
you! The Lord needs you, and you need Him!
You will always be welcome. During my many
years of Church service, I have cherished the
wonderful people who returned to the covenant
path and then served and blessed everyone they
loved or with whom they came in contact.

The sacred scriptures and living prophets are
a major way a loving Heavenly Father makes His
plan of happiness available to all His children.

I bear my sure witness of the divinity of Jesus
Christ and the reality of His Atonement, in the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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neprihanirea si evitati capcanele intunericului
internetului si consumul excesiv de continut
negativ.Umpleti-va viata cu idei pozitive, drepte,
fiti bucurosi, distrati-va, dar evitati nesabuinta.
Astfel veti face schimbdri in bine. Al13-lea arti-
col de credintdeste un indrumar minunat. Mai
presus de toate, cufundati-va, cu regularitate,

in Cartea lui Mormon, care va atrage Spiritul in
viata dumneavoastra si va va ajuta sa discerneti
adevdrul de neadevar.

Sfatul meu pentru cei care au deviat in vreun
fel de la cararea legamintelor este sd se intoarca la
scripturile sacre, indrumarea profetica, respec-
tarea principiilor religiei in cdmin si muzica cre-
dintei. Fiecare suflet este pretios pentru Domnul.
Avem nevoie de dumneavoastra! Domnul are
nevoie de dumneavoastra si dumneavoastra aveti
nevoie de El! Veti fi intotdeauna bine-veniti. In
multii mei ani de slujire in Bisericd, am pretuit
oamenii minunati care au revenit pe cararea
legamintelor si, apoi, au slujit si au binecuvantat
pe toti cei pe care i-au iubit sau intilnit.

Scripturile sacre si profetii in viatd sunt calea
principala prin care un Tatd Ceresc iubitor ofera
planul Sau al fericirii tuturor copiilor Sai.

Depun marturia mea sigura despre divini-
tatea lui Isus Hristos si despre realitatea ispdsirii
Sale, in numele lui Isus Hristos, amin.
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