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Nourish the Roots, and the Branches Will Grow
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The branches of your testimony will draw strength
from your deepening faith in Heavenly Father and
His Beloved Son.

An Old Chapel in Zwickau

The year 2024 is something of a milestone
year for me. It marks 75 years since I was bap-
tized and confirmed a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Zwickau,
Germany.

My membership in the Church of Jesus
Christ is precious to me. To be counted among
God’s covenant people, with you, my brothers
and sisters, is one of the greatest honors of my
life.

When I think about my personal journey
of discipleship, my mind often goes back to an
old villa in Zwickau, where I have cherished
memories of attending sacrament meetings of
the Church of Jesus Christ as a child. It is there
where the seedling of my testimony received its
earliest nourishing.

This chapel had an old air-driven organ. Ev-
ery Sunday a young man was assigned to push up
and down the sturdy lever operating the bellows
to make the organ work. I sometimes had the
great privilege of assisting in this important task.

While the congregation sang our beloved
hymns, I pumped with all my strength so the
organ would not run out of wind. From the
bellows operator seat, I had a great view of some
stunning stained-glass windows, one depicting
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Ramurile mdrturiei dumneavoastrd isi vor lua td-
rie din credinta dumneavoastrd tot mai profundd
in Tatal Ceresc si in Fiul Sdu Preaiubit.

O veche capela din Zwickau.

Anul 2024 este cumva un an de referinta
pentru mine. Se implinesc 75 de ani de cdnd am
fost botezat si confirmat membru al Bisericii lui
Isus Hristos a Sfintilor din Zilele din Urmd in
Zwickau, Germania.

Calitatea mea de membru al Bisericii lui Isus
Hristos este pretioasd pentru mine. Faptul de a
md numadra printre cei din poporul de legamant
al lui Dumnezeu, alituri de dumneavoastra, fratii
mei si surorile mele, este unul dintre cele mai
mari privilegii ale vietii mele.

Cand ma gandesc la caldtoria mea pe cdrarea
uceniciei, ma gandesc adesea la o vild veche din
Zwickau, de unde am amintiri pretioase legate
de participarea la adundrile de impartasanie ale
Bisericii lui Isus Hristos cand eram copil. Acolo,
rasadul marturiei mele a primit hrand pentru
prima data.

Aceasta capeld avea o orgd veche actionata
de aer. In fiecare duminici, un tanir baiat era
desemnat sd impinga in sus si in jos maneta
robusta care actiona burduful pentru a face orga
sa functioneze. Uneori, am avut marele privile-
giu de a ajuta la indeplinirea acestei insarcindri
importante.

In timp ce congregatia canta imnurile noas-
tre indragite, eu pompam cu toatd puterea pentru
ca orga sd nu ramana fara aer. De pe scaunul
celui care manevra burduful, aveam o priveliste
minunati a unor vitralii uimitoare, unul infati-
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the Savior Jesus Christ and another portraying
Joseph Smith in the Sacred Grove.

I can still remember the sacred feelings I had
as I looked at those sunlit windows while listen-
ing to the testimonies of the Saints and singing
the hymns of Zion.

In that holy place, the Spirit of God bore
witness to my mind and heart that it was true:
Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. This is His
Church. The Prophet Joseph Smith saw God the
Father and Jesus Christ and heard Their voices.

Earlier this year, while on assignment in Eu-
rope, I had the opportunity to return to Zwickau.
Sadly, that beloved old chapel isn’t there any-
more. It was torn down many years ago to make
room for a large apartment building.

What Is Eternal, and What Is Not?

I admit that it’s sad to know that this beloved
building from my childhood is now just a mem-
ory. It was a sacred building to me. But it was just
a building.

By contrast, the spiritual witness I gained
from the Holy Ghost those many years ago has
not passed away. In fact, it has grown stronger.
The things I learned in my youth about the fun-
damental principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ
have been my firm foundation throughout my
life. The covenant connection I forged with my
Heavenly Father and His Beloved Son has stayed
with me—long after the Zwickauchapel was dis-
mantled and the stained-glass windows were lost.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away; Jesus
said, “but my words shall not pass away.”

“The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be
removed, saith the Lord”

One of the most important things we can
learn in this life is the difference between what
is eternal and what is not.Once we understand
that, everything changes—our relationships, the
choices we make, the way we treat people.

Knowing what is eternal and what is not is
key to growing a testimony of Jesus Christ and
His Church.

Don't Mistake the Branches for the
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sandu-L pe Salvatorul Isus Hristos si altul infati-
sandu-L pe Joseph Smith in Dumbrava Sacra.

Inca imi pot aminti sentimentele sacre pe
care le aveam cand priveam ferestrele luminate
de soare, in timp ce ascultam marturiile sfintilor
si cantam imnurile Sionului.

In acel loc sfant, Spiritul lui Dumnezeu a
depus marturie in mintea si inima mea ca Evan-
ghelia este adevidrata: Isus Hristos este Salvatorul
lumii. Aceasta este Biserica Sa. Profetul Joseph
Smith I-a vazut pe Dumnezeu Tatal si pe Isus
Hristos si Le-a auzit glasurile.

La inceputul acestui an, in timpul unei insar-
cinari in Europa, am avut ocazia sa ma intorc la
Zwickau. Din pacate, acea capeld veche indragita
nu mai este acolo. A fost diramata cu multi ani
in urma pentru a face loc unei cladiri mari de
apartamente.

Ce este etern si ce nu este etern?

Recunosc cd este trist sd stiu cd acea cladire
indragitd din copilaria mea este acum doar o
amintire. A fost o cladire sacrd pentru mine. Dar
a fost doar o cladire.

Pe de alta parte, marturia spirituald pe care
am dobandit-o de la Duhul Sfint cu multi ani
in urma nu s-a stins. De fapt, aceasta a devenit
mai puternica. Lucrurile pe care le-am invatat
in tinerete despre principiile fundamentale ale
Evangheliei lui Isus Hristos au fost temelia mea
ferma pe tot parcursul vietii mele. Legatura prin
legamant pe care am stabilit-o cu Tatal meu
Ceresc si cu Fiul Sdu Preaiubit a rimas cu mine
— mult timp dupa ce capela din Zwickau a fost
demolata si vitraliile au fost pierdute.

»Cerul si pimantul vor trece’, a spus Isus,
»dar cuvintele Mele nu vor trece”.

»Pot sd se mute muntii, pot sa se clatine
dealurile, dar dragostea Mea nu se va muta de la
tine, si legamantul Meu de pace nu se va clatina,
zice Domnul”

Unul dintre cele mai importante lucruri pe
care le putem invata in aceasta viatd este diferen-
ta intre ceea ce este etern si ceea ce nu este etern.
Odata ce intelegem acest lucru, totul se schim-
ba - relatiile noastre, alegerile pe care le facem,
modul in care tratam oamenii.

Faptul de a cunoaste ceea ce este etern si ceea
ce nu este etern este esential pentru a dezvolta o
marturie despre Isus Hristos si Biserica Sa.

Nu confundati ramurile cu radacinile
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Roots

The restored gospel of Jesus Christ, as the
Prophet Joseph Smith taught, “embrace[s] all,
and every item of truth”But that doesn’t mean
that all truth is of equal value. Some truths are
core, essential, at the root of our faith. Others
are appendages or branches—valuable, but only
when they are connected to the fundamentals.

The Prophet Joseph also said, “The funda-
mental principles of our religion are the testi-
mony of the Apostles and Prophets, concerning
Jesus Christ, that He died, was buried, and rose
again the third day, and ascended into heaven;
and all other things which pertain to our religion
are only appendages to it

In other words, Jesus Christ and His atoning
sacrifice are the root of our testimony. All other
things are branches.

This is not to say that the branches are unim-
portant. A tree needs branches. But as the Savior
told His disciples, “The branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine”Without a
connection to the Savior, to the nourishment
found in the roots, a branch withers and dies.

When it comes to nourishing our testimo-
nies of Jesus Christ, I wonder if we sometimes
mistake the branches for the roots. This was the
mistake Jesus observed in the Pharisees of His
day. They paid so much attention to the relative-
ly minor details of the law that they ended up
neglecting what the Savior called “the weightier
matters”—fundamental principles like “justice
and mercy and faith”

If you want to nourish a tree, you don't
splash water on the branches. You water the
roots. Similarly, if you want the branches of
your testimony to grow and bear fruit, nourish
the roots. If you are uncertain about a particu-
lar doctrine or practice or element of Church
history, seek clarity with faith in Jesus Christ.
Seek to understand His sacrifice for you, His love
for you, His will for you. Follow Him in humil-
ity. The branches of your testimony will draw
strength from your deepening faith in Heavenly
Father and His Beloved Son.

For example, if you want a stronger testimo-
ny of the Book of Mormon, focus on its witness

Page 3 — Not an official publication

Evanghelia restauratd a lui Isus Hristos, asa
cum ne-a invatat profetul Joseph Smith, ,,[cu-
prinde] adevarul in intregime”. Dar aceasta nu
inseamna cd toate adevarurile au aceeasi valoare.
Unele adevaruri sunt fundamentale, esentiale, se
afla la rddacina credintei noastre. Altele sunt ane-
xe sau ramuri — valoroase, dar numai atunci cind
au legatura cu adevarurile fundamentale.

Profetul Joseph Smith a mai spus: ,,Principi-
ile fundamentale ale religiei noastre sunt incluse
in marturia apostolilor si profetilor cu privire la
Isus Hristos, ca El a murit, a fost inmormantat
si S-a ridicat din nou, in a treia zi, si S-a inaltat
la cer; si toate celelalte lucruri care tin de religia
noastra sunt numai anexe ale acesteia”

Cu alte cuvinte, Isus Hristos si jertfa Sa
ispasitoare sunt rddacina marturiei noastre. Toate
celelalte lucruri sunt ramuri.

Aceasta nu inseamna ca ramurile nu sunt im-
portante. Un pom are nevoie de ramuri. Dar, asa
cum le-a spus Salvatorul ucenicilor Sai: ,Mladita
nu poate aduce rod de la sine, daca nu raiméane
in vita”. Fara o legatura cu Salvatorul, fard hrana
care se gaseste in raddcini, o ramura se usuca si
moare.

Cand vine vorba de hranirea marturiilor
noastre despre Isus Hristos, ma intreb dacd une-
ori nu confunddm ramurile cu rddacinile. Aceas-
ta a fost greseala pe care Isus a observat-o la
fariseii din zilele Sale. Ei au acordat atat de multa
atentie detaliilor relativ minore ale legii, incat au
ajuns sa neglijeze ceea ce Salvatorul a numit ,,cele
mai insemnate lucruri” - principii fundamentale,
precum ,,dreptatea, mila si [credinta]”.

Daca doriti sa hraniti un pom, nu stropiti
ramurile cu apd. Udati rddicinile. In mod asema-
nator, dacé doriti ca ramurile marturiei dumnea-
voastrd si creascd si sa dea rod, hréniti radacini-
le. Daca nu sunteti siguri cu privire la un anumit
principiu doctrinar, o anumitd practica sau un
anumit element din istoria Bisericii, cautati
claritate avand credinté in Isus Hristos. Cautati
sa intelegeti sacrificiul Sau pentru dumneavoas-
tra, dragostea Sa pentru dumneavoastra, voia Sa
pentru dumneavoastra. Urmati-L cu umilinta.
Ramurile marturiei dumneavoastra isi vor lua ta-
rie din credinta dumneavoastrd tot mai profunda
in Tatal Ceresc si in Fiul Sau Preaiubit.

De exemplu, daca doriti o marturie mai
puternica despre Cartea lui Mormon, concen-
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of Jesus Christ. Notice how the Book of Mormon
testifies of Him, what it teaches about Him, and
how it invites and inspires you to come unto
Him.

If you're seeking a more meaningful expe-
rience in Church meetings or in the temple, try
looking for the Savior in the sacred ordinances
we receive there.Find the Lord in His holy house.

If you ever feel burned out or overwhelmed
by your Church calling, try refocusing your
service on Jesus Christ. Make it an expression of
your love for Him.

Nourish the roots, and the branches will
grow. And in time, they will bear fruit.

Rooted and Built Up in Him

Strong faith in Jesus Christ doesn’t hap-
pen overnight. No, in this mortal world, it’s the
thorns and thistles of doubt that grow sponta-
neously.The healthy, fruitful tree of faith requires
intentional effort.And a vital part of that effort is
making sure we are firmly rooted in Christ.

For example: At first, we may be drawn to the
Savior’s gospel and Church because we are im-
pressed by the friendly members or by the kind
bishop or the clean looks of the chapel. These
circumstances are certainly important to grow
the Church.

Nevertheless, if the roots of our testimony
never grow deeper than that, what will happen
when we move to a ward that meets in a less
impressive building, with members who aren’t
so friendly, and the bishop says something that
offends us?

Another example: Doesn’t it seem reasonable
to hope that if we keepthe commandments and
are sealed in the temple, we will be blessed with a
large, happy family with bright, obedient chil-
dren, all of whom stay active in the Church, serve
missions, sing in the ward choir, and volunteer
to help clean the meetinghouse every Saturday
morning?

I certainly hope that all of us will see this in
our lives. But what if it doesn’t happen? Will we
stay bound to the Savior regardless of circum-
stances—trusting Him and His timing?

We must ask ourselves: Is my testimony
based on what I hope to happen in my life? Is it
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trati-va asupra marturiei ei despre Isus Hristos.
Remarcati modul in care Cartea lui Mormon
depune marturie despre El, ce va invata despre El
si cum va invita si vd inspira sa veniti la EL

In cazul in care ciutati o experientd mai
insemnata in adundrile Bisericii sau in templu,
incercati si-L cautati pe Salvator in rinduielile
sacre pe care le primim acolo.Gasiti-L pe Dom-
nul in casa Sa sfanta.

Daci vi simtiti vreodatd epuizati sau cople-
siti de chemarea dumneavoastra din cadrul Bise-
ricii, incercati sa va concentrati din nou slujirea
asupra lui Isus Hristos. Faceti ca aceasta s fie o
exprimare a dragostei dumneavoastra pentru El.

Hraniti radécinile si ramurile vor creste. Si,
cu timpul, vor da rod.

Inr&dacinati si ziditi in El

Credinta puternica in Isus Hristos nu se ob-
tine peste noapte. Nu, in aceasta lume muritoare,
spinii si palamida indoielii cresc spontan.Pomul
sandtos si roditor al credintei necesitd un efort
deliberat.Si o parte vitala a acestui efort este sa ne
asigurdm cd suntem ferm inrddacinati in Hristos.

De exemplu, la inceput, putem fi atrasi de
Evanghelia si Biserica Salvatorului deoarece sun-
tem impresionati de membrii prietenosi sau de
episcopul amabil ori de aspectul curat al capelei.
Aceste circumstante sunt cu siguranta importan-
te pentru cresterea Bisericii.

Ins3, daci radicinile marturiei noastre
nu cresc niciodatd mai adanc de atat, ce se va
intampla cand ne vom muta intr-o episcopie care
isi desfasoard adunarile intr-o cladire mai putin
impresionantd, cu membri care nu sunt atat
de prietenosi, iar episcopul spune ceva care ne
jigneste?

Un alt exemplu: nu pare rezonabil sa speram
cd, dacd tinem poruncile si suntem pecetluiti in
templu, vom fi binecuvantati cu o familie mare
si fericitd, cu copii ascultdtori si inteligenti, care
raman activi in Bisericd, slujesc in misiuni, canta
in corul episcopiei si se oferd voluntari pentru
a ajuta la curdtarea casei de intruniri in fiecare
sambitd dimineatd?

Sper cu tdrie ca noij, toti, sa vedem aceste
lucruri in viata noastrd. Dar dacd aceasta nu se
intdmpla? Vom rdmane legati de Salvator indife-
rent de circumstante — avind incredere in El si in
timpul ales de EI?

Trebuie sd ne intrebdm: Se bazeaza marturia
mea pe ceea ce sper sa se intample in viata mea?
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dependent on the actions or attitudes of others?
Or is it firmly founded on Jesus Christ, “rooted
and built up in him,’regardless of life’s changing
circumstances?

Traditions, Habits, and Faith

The Book of Mormon tells of a people who
“were strict in observing the ordinances of
God”But then a skeptic named Korihor came
along, mocking the Savior’s gospel, calling it the
“foolish” and “silly traditions of their fathers.”Ko-
rihor led “away the hearts of many, causing them
to lift up their heads in their wickedness.”But
others he could not deceive, because to them,
the gospel of Jesus Christ was much more than a
tradition.

Faith is strong when it has deep roots in per-
sonal experience, personal commitment to Jesus
Christ, independent of what our traditions are or
what others may say or do.

Our testimony will be tested and tried. Faith
is not faith if never tested. Faith is not strong if
never opposed. So don't despair if you have trials
of faith or unanswered questions.

We should not expect to understand every-
thing before we act. That is not faith. As Alma
taught, “Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge
of things”If we wait to act until all of our ques-
tions are answered, we severely limit the good we
can accomplish, and we limit the power of our
faith.

Faith is beautiful because it persists even
when blessings don’t come as hoped for. We can’t
see the future, we don’t know all the answers,
but we can trust Jesus Christ as we keep moving
forward and upward because He is our Savior
and Redeemer.

Faith endures the trials and the uncertain-
ties of life because it is firmly rooted in Christ
and His doctrine. Jesus Christ, and our Father in
Heaven who sent Him, together constitute the
one undeviating, perfectly reliable object of our
trust.

A testimony is not something that you build
once and it stands forever. It’s more like a tree
that you nourish constantly. Planting the word
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Depinde ea de actiunile sau atitudinile altora?
Sau este intemeiata pe Isus Hristos, ,,[inradaci-
natd si ziditd] in EI’, indiferent de circumstantele
schimbadtoare ale vietii?

Traditii, obiceiuri si credinta

Cartea lui Mormon relateaza despre un
popor care era ,[strict] in pastrarea randuielilor
lui Dumnezeu”. Dar, apoi, a aparut un sceptic pe
nume Corihor, batjocorind Evanghelia Salvato-
rului, spunand cd aceasta contine ,[traditiile]
prostesti [si nesdbuite] ale stramosilor lor”. Cori-
hor a dus ,,in raticire inimile multora, facAndu-i
pe acestia sa-si inalte capul in ticalosia lor”. Dar
pe altii nu i-a putut insela, deoarece pentru ei,
Evanghelia lui Isus Hristos era mai mult decat o
traditie.

Credinta este puternicd atunci cdnd are ra-
décini adénci in experienta personald, in devota-
mentul personal fata de Isus Hristos, indiferent
care sunt traditiile noastre sau de ce ar putea
spune sau face altii.

Marturia noastrd va fi testata si incercata.
Credinta nu este credintd dacd nu este testatd
niciodatd. Credinta nu este puternicé daca nu in-
tampina niciodata opozitie. Asadar, nu disperati
daci va este incercata credinta sau aveti intrebéri
la care nu ati primit raspuns.

Nu trebuie sd ne asteptam sd intelegem totul
inainte de a actiona. Aceasta nu este credinta.
Alma ne-a invitat: ,,Credinta nu este o cunoas-
tere perfecta despre lucruri”. Daca asteptam si
nu actiondm pana cand primim raspuns la toate
intrebdrile, limitam foarte mult binele pe care
il putem realiza si limitam puterea credintei
noastre.

Credinta este frumoasa pentru ca rezista
chiar si atunci cAnd binecuvantérile nu vin asa
cum speram. Nu putem vedea viitorul, nu stim
toate raspunsurile, dar putem avea incredere in
Isus Hristos pe masura ce continudm sa mergem
inainte, deoarece El este Salvatorul si Mantuito-
rul nostru.

Credinta rezistd incercarilor si incertitudini-
lor vietii deoarece este ferm inrddacinata in Hris-
tos si in doctrina Sa. Isus Hristos si Tatdl nostru
Ceresc care L-a trimis, sunt singurele persoane in
care ne putem increde in mod constant si perfect.

O marturie nu este ceva ce cladesti o singura
data si ramane pentru totdeauna. Este mai mult
ca un pom pe care il hranesti constant. Sadirea
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of God in your heart is only the first step. Once
your testimony starts to grow, then the real work
begins! That’s when you “nourish it with great
care, that it may get root, that it may grow up,
and bring forth fruit” It takes “great diligence”
and “patience with the word.” But the Lord’s
promises are sure: “Ye shall reap the rewards of
your faith, and your diligence, and patience, and
long-suffering, waiting for the tree to bring forth
fruit unto you.”

My dear brothers and sisters, my dear
friends, there’s a part of me that misses the old
Zwickau chapel and its stained-glass windows.
But over the past 75 years, Jesus Christ has
led me on a journey through life that is more
thrilling than I could ever have imagined. He
has comforted me in my afflictions, helped me
to recognize my weaknesses, healed my spiritual
wounds, and nourished me in my growing faith.

It is my sincere prayer and blessing that we
will constantly nourish the roots of our faith in
the Savior, in His doctrine, and in His Church.
Of this I testify in the sacred name of our Savior,
our Redeemer, our Master—in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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cuvantului lui Dumnezeu in inima dumnea-
voastrd este doar primul pas. Odata ce mérturia
dumneavoastra incepe sa creasca, atunci incepe
adevarata munca! Atunci o ,,[ingrijiti] cu mare
atentie, pentru ca [ea] sd prindd rddacini, pentru
ca [ea] sa creascd si sa facd fructe”. Este nevoie de
»mare sarguinta” si de ,,[rabdare] fatd de cuvant”.
Dar promisiunile Domnului sunt sigure: ,\Veti
culege rasplata pentru credinta voastrd, pentru
rabdarea si sarguinta voastra si pentru indelun-
gile voastre suferinte, asteptand pomul sa facd
fructe pentru voi”.

Dragii mei frati si dragile mele surori, dragii
mei prieteni, existd o parte din mine careia ii este
dor de vechea capela din Zwickau si de vitraliile
ei. Dar, in ultimii 75 de ani, Isus Hristos m-a
condus intr-o célatorie prin viatd care este mai
palpitantd decat mi-as fi putut imagina vreoda-
ta. El m-a alinat in suferintele mele, m-a ajutat
sa-mi recunosc slibiciunile, mi-a vindecat réanile
spirituale si m-a hrénit pentru a-mi méri credin-
ta.

Rugéciunea si binecuvantarea mea sincere
sunt ca noi sa ne hranim constant radacinile
credintei in Salvator, in doctrina Sa si in Biserica
Sa. Marturisesc despre aceasta in numele sacru
al Salvatorului nostru, Mantuitorului nostru,
Invititorului nostru — in numele lui Isus Hristos,
amin.
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