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God trusts you, the children of the covenant, to
help with His work of bringing all His children
safely home to Him.

Elder Stevenson, this is a conference never to
be forgotten.

Our family has always enjoyed a little book
calledChildren’s Letters to God. Here are a few:

“Dear God, instead of letting people die and
having to make new ones, why don't you just
keep the ones you've got right now?”

“How come you only have ten rules, but our
school has millions?”

“Why did you put the tonsils in if youre just
going to take them out again?”

Today there isn’t time to answer alltheseques-
tions, but there is another question I often hear
from young people that I would like to address.
From Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, to Thomas, Idaho,
the question is the same: “Why? Why must Lat-
ter-day Saints live so differently from others?”

I know it’s hard to be different—especially
when you are young and want so badly for other
people to like you. Everyone wants to fit in, and
that desire is magnified to unhealthy proportions
in today’s digital world filled with social media
and cyberbullying.

So, with all that pressure, whydoLatter-day
Saints live so differently? There are many good
answers: Because you are a child of God. Because
you have been saved for the last days. Because
you are a disciple of Jesus Christ.

But those answers don’t always set you apart.
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Dumnezeu are incredere in voi, copiii de legamant,
sd ajutati la lucrarea Sa de a-i aduce pe toti copiii
Sdi in sigurantd acasd, la El

Vérstnice Stevenson, aceasta este o conferin-
td de neuitat.

Familia noastrd s-a bucurat intotdeauna de o
carticicd numitaChildren’s Letters to God (Scri-
sori ale copiilor catre Dumnezeu). Iata cateva
exemple.

»Draga Dumnezeule, in loc sa lasi oamenii sa
moara si sd trebuiasca sa faci altii noi, de ce nu ii
pistrezi pe cei pe care li ai chiar acum?”

»Cum se face cd ai doar zece reguli, dar scoa-
la noastra are milioane?”

»De ce ne-ai dat amigdalele dacd aveai de
gand sa le scoti?”

Astézi nu este timp sa raspund la toateaceste-
intrebari, dar exista o altd intrebare pe care o aud
adesea de la tineri si pe care as dori sa o abordez.
Din Ulanbator, Mongolia, pana in Thomas, Ida-
ho, intrebarea este aceeasi: ,,De ce? De ce trebuie
ca sfintii din zilele din urma sa duca o viata atat
de diferita de ceilalti?”.

Stiu ca este greu sa fii diferit — mai ales cand
esti tAndr si iti doresti atit de mult ca altii sd te
placa. Toatd lumea vrea sa se integreze iar aceasta
dorinta este ridicata la proportii nesanatoase in
lumea digitala de astazi, plina de retele de sociali-
zare si hartuire cibernetica.

Deci, cu toatd aceastd presiune, de cetré-
iescsfintii din zilele din urma atat de diferit?
Existd multe raspunsuri bune: pentru ca sunteti
copii ai lui Dumnezeu; pentru cd ati fost pastrati
pentru ultimele zile; pentru ca sunteti ucenici ai
lui Isus Hristos.

Dar aceste raspunsuri nu va diferentiaza in-
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Everyone is a child of God. Everyone on earth
right now was sent here in the latter days. And
yet not everyone lives the Word of Wisdom or
law of chastity the way you striveto. There are
many valiant disciples of Christ who are not
members of this Church. But they do not serve
missions and perform ordinances in houses of
the Lord on behalf of ancestors like you do. There
must be more to it—and there is.

Today I would like to focus on an additional
reason that has been meaningful in my life. In
1988 a young Apostle named Russell M. Nelson
gave an address at Brigham Young University
called “Thanks for the Covenant.’In it, then-El-
der Nelson explained that when we use our mor-
al agency to make and keep covenants with God,
we become heirs of the everlasting covenant God
has made with our forebearers in every dispen-
sation. Said another way, we become “children
of the covenant.” That sets us apart. That gives us
access to the same blessings our forefathers and
foremothers received, including a birthright.

Birthright! You may have heard that word.
We even sing hymns about it: “O youth of the
noble birthright, carry on, carry on, carry on!”It’s
a compelling word. But what does it mean?

In Old Testament times if a father passed
away, his birthright son was responsible for
the care of his mother and sisters. His brothers
received their inheritance and left to make their
way in the world, but the birthright son did not
go anywhere. He would marry and have his own
family, but he would stay until the end of his days
to govern the affairs of his father’s estate.Because
of this added responsibility, he was given an add-
ed measure of the inheritance. Was leading and
caring for others too much to ask? Not when you
consider the additional inheritance he was given.

Today we are not talking about your birth
order in earthly families or Old Testament gen-
der roles. We are talking about the inheritance
you receive as a joint heir with Christbecause
of the covenant relationship you have chosen to
enter with Him and your Father in Heaven. Is
it too much for God to expect you to live differ-
ently than His other children so you can better
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totdeauna. Toti sunt copii ai lui Dumnezeu. Toatd
lumea care este pe pamant chiar acum a fost
trimisa aici, in zilele din urma. Si, totusi, nu toata
lumea trdieste potrivit Cuvantului de intelepciu-
ne sau legii castitatii asa cum va straduiti voi sa

o faceti. Sunt multi ucenici curajosi ai lui Hristos
care nu sunt membri ai acestei Biserici. Dar ei

nu slujesc in misiuni si nu infaptuiesc randuieli
in casele Domnului in numele stramosilor, cum
faceti voi. Trebuie sa fie mai mult de atat - si este.

Astazi, as dori sa md concentrez asupra unui
alt motiv care a avut insemnitate in viata mea. In
anul 1988, un tandr apostol pe nume Russell M.
Nelson a rostit la Universitatea Brigham Young
o cuvantare intitulata ,, Thanks for the Covenant
(Multumiri pentru legimant)”In ea, pe atunci
varstnicul Nelson a explicat ca, atunci cand ne
folosim libertatea morala de a alege pentru a face
legaminte cu Dumnezeu si a le tine, devenim
mostenitori ai legdméntului nepieritor pe care
Dumnezeu l-a ficut cu stramosii nostri in fiecare
dispensatie. Cu alte cuvinte, noi devenim ,,copii
de legamant”. Acest lucru ne diferentiazd. Acest
lucru ne ofera acces la aceleasi binecuvantari
pe care le-au primit stramosii nostri, barbati si
femei, inclusiv un drept prin nastere.

Drept prin nastere!Este posibil sa fi auzit
aceasta expresie. Chiar cantam imnuri despre
aceasta: ,,O, tineri nobili prin nastere, inaintati,
inaintati, inaintati!”. Este o expresie care implicd
responsabilitati. Dar ce inseamna?

In vremurile Vechiului Testament, daci un
tatd murea, fiul lui cu dreptul intaiului ndscut era
responsabil de ingrijirea mamei si a surorilor lui.
Fratii lui isi primeau mostenirea si plecau sa-si
faca o viatd, dar fiul cu dreptul intajului nascut
nu pleca nicaieri. El se casétorea si avea propria
familie, dar raménea pana la sfarsitul zilelor lui
pentru a administra treburile averii tatdlui lui.
Datoritd acestei responsabilitati suplimentare,
primea o parte suplimentara din mostenire. Erau
indrumarea altora si grija fata de altii prea mult
de cerut? Nu, cdnd te gandesti la mostenirea
suplimentard pe care o primea.

Astazi nu vorbim despre ordinea nasterii
voastre in familii paAméntesti sau despre rolurile
genurilor in Vechiul Testament. Vorbim despre
mostenirea pe care o primiti in calitate de im-
preuna mostenitori cu Hristosdatorita relatiei de
legamant in care ati ales sa intrati cu El si cu Tatal
vostru din Cer. Este prea mult ca Dumnezeu sa
Se astepte sd traiti altfel decat ceilalti copii ai Sai,
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lead and serve them? Not when you consider the
blessings—both temporal and spiritual—that you
have been given.

Does your birthright mean you are better
than others? No, but it does mean you are expect-
ed to help others be better. Does your birthright
mean you are chosen? Yes,but not chosen to rule
over others; you are chosen to serve them.Is your
birthright evidence of God’s love? Yes, but more
important, it is evidence of His trust.

It is one thing to be loved and another thing
entirely to be trusted. In theFor the Strength of
Youthguide, we read: “Your Father in Heaven
trusts you. He has given you great blessings,
including the fulness of the gospel and sacred
ordinances and covenants that bind you to Him
and bring His power into your life. With those
blessings comes added responsibility. He knows
you can make a difference in the world, and that
requires, in many cases, being different from the
world”

Our mortal experience could be compared
to a cruise ship on which God has sent all His
children as they journey from one shore to an-
other. The voyage is filled with opportunities to
learn, grow, be happy, and progress, but it is also
tull of dangers. God loves all His children and is
concerned about their welfare. He does not want
to lose any of them, so He invites those who are
willingto become members of His crew—that’s
you. Because of your choice to make and keep
covenants, He offers you His trust. He trusts you
to be different, peculiar, and set apartbecause of
the important work He trusts you to do.

Think of it! God trusts you—of all the people
on the earth, the children of the covenant, His
crew members—to help with His work of bring-
ing all His children safely home to Him. No won-
der President Brigham Young once said, “All the
angels in heaven are looking at this little handful
of people”

When you look around on this cruise ship
called earth, you might see other people sitting
in lounge chairs drinking, gambling in casinos,
wearing clothing that is too revealing, scroll-
ing endlessly on cell phones, and wasting too
much time playing electronic games. But instead
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astfel incat sa-i puteti conduce si sluji mai bine?
Nu, cand va ganditi la binecuvantarile - atat tem-
porale, cat si spirituale — care v-au fost date.

Dreptul vostru prin nastere inseamnd cd
sunteti mai buni decét altii? Nu, dar inseamna
ca se asteaptd de la voi sa-i ajutati pe altii sa fie
mai buni. Dreptul vostru prin nastere inseamna
ca sunteti alesi? Da, dar nu sa domniti peste altii;
sunteti alesi sa le slujiti.Este dreptul vostru prin
nastere o dovada a dragostei lui Dumnezeu? Da,
dar cel mai important, este o dovadi a increderii
Sale.

Una este sa fii iubit si cu totul altceva sé fii de
incredere. In indrumarulPentru intirirea tinere-
tului, citim: ,Tatal vostru din Cer are incredere in
voi. El v-a dat mari binecuvantari, inclusiv pleni-
tudinea Evangheliei si randuielile si legamintele
sacre, care va leaga de El si care aduc puterea Sa
in viata voastrd. Odata cu aceste binecuvantari
vine si un plus de responsabilitate. El stie ca
puteti aduce o schimbare in lume, iar acest lucru
necesita, in multe cazuri, sa fiti diferiti de lume”.

Experienta noastra din viata muritoare
poate fi comparata cu un vas de croazierd pe care
Dumnezeu i-a trimis pe toti copiii Sai pentru a
calatori de pe un tarm pe altul. Calatoria este pli-
na de ocazii de a invita, de a creste, de a fi fericit
si de a progresa, dar este, de asemenea, plina de
pericole. Dumnezeu ii iubeste pe toti copiii Sai si
este preocupat de buna lor stare. El nu vrea sa-i
piarda pe niciunul dintre ei, asa cd ii invita pe cei
care dorescsa devind membri ai echipajului Sau -
adica pe voi. Datorita alegerii voastre de a face si
de a tine legaminte, El va ofera increderea Sa. El
are incredere in voi ca veti fi diferiti, sfinti si pusi
deopartedatorita lucrarii importante pe care El
are incredere ca o veti face.

Ganditi-va la aceastal Dumnezeu are incre-
dere in dumneavoastra — dintre toti oamenii de
pe pamant, copiii de legamant, membrii echipa-
jului Sau - sd ajutati la lucrarea Sa de a-i aduce
pe toti copiii Sdi in siguranta acasa, la El. Nu este
de mirare cd presedintele Brigham Young a spus
odatd: ,Toti ingerii din cer se uita la aceastd mana
de oameni”.

Cand va uitati in jur pe acest vas de croaziera
numit pdmant, puteti vedea alti oameni stand
in sezlonguri si band, jucand jocuri de noroc
in cazinouri, purtdnd haine sumare, folosind la
nesfarsit telefoanele mobile si pierzand prea mult
timp jucand jocuri electronice. Dar, in loc sa v
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of wondering, “Why can'tldo that?,” you can
remember that you are not an ordinary passen-
ger. You are a member of the crew. You have
responsibilities that passengers do not have. As
SisterArdeth Kapp once said, “You can't be a
life[guard] if you look like all the other swim-
mers on the beach”

And before you become discouraged by all
the extra obligations, please remember that crew
members receive something the other passengers
do not: compensation.Elder Neil L. Andersen has
said, “There is a compensatory spiritual power
for the righteous,” including “greater assurance,
greater confirmation, and greater confidence.”-
Like Abraham of old, you receive greater happi-
ness and peace, greater righteousness, and great-
er knowledge.Your compensation is not merely a
mansion in heaven and streets paved with gold.
It would be easy for Heavenly Father to simply
give you all that He has. His desire is to help you
become all that He is.Thus, your commitments
demand more of you because that is how God is
making more of you.

It’s “a lot to ask of anyone, but you're not just
anyone”!You are youth of the noble birthright.
Your covenant relationship with God and Jesus
Christ is a relationship of love and trustin which
you have access to a greater measure of Their
grace—Their divine assistance, endowment of
strength, and enabling power.That power is not
just wishful thinking, a lucky charm, or self-ful-
filling prophecy. It isreal.

As you fulfill your birthright responsibilities,
you are never alone. The Lord of the vineyard
labors with you.You are working hand in hand
with Jesus Christ. With each new covenant—and
as your relationship with Him deepens—you
hold each other tighter and tighter until you are
firmly clasped together.In that sacred symbol of
His grace, you will find both the desire and the
strength to live exactly how the Savior lived—dit-
terently from the world. You've got this because
Jesus Christ has got you!

In2 Nephi 2:6we read, “Wherefore, redemp-
tion cometh in and through the Holy Messiah;
for he is full of grace and truth.” Because He is
full of truth, He sees you as you really are—flaws,
weaknesses, regrets, and all. Because He is full of
grace, He sees you as you really can be. He meets
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intrebati: ,,De ce nu pot face sieuasta?”, va puteti
aminti cd nu sunteti pasageri obisnuiti. Sunteti
membri ai echipajului. Aveti responsabilitati pe
care pasagerii nu le au. Sora Ardeth Kapp a spus
odata: ,Nu poti fi salvamar daca arati ca toti
ceilalti inotatori de pe plaja”

§i, inainte de a va descuraja din pricina
tuturor obligatiilor suplimentare, va rog sa va
amintiti cd membrii echipajului primesc ceva ce
ceilalti pasageri nu primesc: rasplata.Varstnicul
Neil L. Andersen a spus: ,,Pentru cei drepti exista
o putere spirituald compensatoare’, care include
,»,0 mai mare incredintare, o mai mare confirmare
si 0 mai mare incredere”. Asemenea lui Avraam
din vechime, primiti mai multa fericire si pace,
mai multd neprihanire si mai multa cunoastere.
Résplata voastra nu este doar un conac in cer
si strazi pavate cu aur. Ar fi usor pentru Tatal
Ceresc sa va dea, pur si simplu, tot ceea ce are.
Dorinta Sa este sa va ajute sd deveniti tot ceea
ce este El Astfel, angajamentele voastre cer mai
mult de la voi, deoarece acesta este modul in care
Dumnezeu face mai mult din voi.

Este ,,mult de cerut de la oricine, dar nu sun-
teti oricine!”. Sunteti tineri nobili prin nastere.
Relatia voastra de legamant cu Dumnezeu si cu
Isus Hristos este o relatie de dragoste si increde-
rein care aveti acces la 0 mai mare masura din
harul Lor - ajutorul Lor divin, inzestrarea Lor
cu tarie si puterea Lor care intdreste.Acea putere
nu este doar o dorinta imposibil de indeplinit,
noroc sau o asteptare care se implineste singura.
Ea estereala.

Pe masurai ce va indepliniti responsabilita-
tile care v-au fost incredintate prin nastere, nu
sunteti niciodatd singuri. Domnul viei lucreaza
aldturi de noi.Lucrati cot la cot cu Isus Hristos.
Cu fiecare nou legamant - si pe masura ce relatia
voastra cu El devine mai puternica - va tineti
unul pe altul din ce in ce mai strans pana cand
sunteti prinsi bine impreuna.in acest simbol
sacru al harului Sau, veti gasi atat dorinta, cat si
taria de a trdi exact cum a trait Salvatorul - di-
ferit de restul lumii. Veti reusi pentru ca Isus
Hristos va este alaturi!

In2 Nefi 2:6, citim: ,,Prin urmare, mantuirea
vine in si prin Mesia cel Sfant; cdci El este plin de
har si adevar”. Deoarece El este plin de adevir, El
va vede asa cum sunteti cu adevarat — cu defecte,
slabiciuni, regrete si toate celelalte. Pentru ca El
este plin de har, El vd vede asa cum puteti deveni
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you where you are and helps you repent and
improve, overcome and become.

“O youth of the noble birthright, carry on,
carry on, carry on!”] testify that you are loved—
and you are trusted—today, in 20 years, and
forever. Don't sell your birthright for a mess of
pottage.Don’t trade everything for nothing.Don’t
let the world change you when you were born to
change the world. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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cu adevirat. El vd acceptd asa cum sunteti si va
ajutd sd va pocaiti si sa va imbunatatiti, sa biruiti
si sa deveniti.

»O, tineri nobili prin nastere, inaintati, ina-
intati, inaintati!”Depun marturie ca sunteti iubiti
- si ca avem incredere in voi - astazi, peste 20
de ani si intotdeauna. Nu va vindeti dreptul prin
nastere pentru o ciorba.Nu dati la schimb totul
pentru nimic.Nu lasati lumea sa va schimbe,
cand voi v-ati ndscut pentru a schimba lumea. In
numele lui Isus Hristos, amin.
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