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Joseph Smith was “blessed to open the last dispen-
sation,” and we are blessed that he did.

My purpose this day and always is to testify
of Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God, the
Creator and Savior of the world, our Deliver-
er and Redeemer. Because “the fundamental
principles of our religion are the testimony of
the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus
Christ,’today I share with you my knowledge
and testimony of the Savior as they have been
strengthened and deepened by the life and teach-
ings of one key apostle and prophet.

The Beginning of Wisdom

On the morning of a beautiful clear day early
in the spring of 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith
entered a grove of trees near his family’s home to
pray about his sins and to ask which church to
join. His sincere prayer, offered with unwavering
faith, received the attention of the most power-
ful forces in the universe, including the Father
and the Son. And the devil. Each of these had an
intense interest in that prayer and in that boy.

What we now call the First Vision marked
the beginning of the Restoration of all things in
this last dispensation. But for Joseph, the expe-
rience was also personal and preparatory. All he
wanted was forgiveness and direction. The Lord
gave him both. The instruction to “join none of
[the churches]”was directive. The words “Thy
sins are forgiven thee”were redemptive.

For all the beautiful truths we might learn
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Joseph Smith a fost ,,[binecuvantat si deschidd]
dispensatia din urmd” iar noi suntem binecuvan-
tati pentru cd el a fdacut aceasta.

Scopul meu, in aceastd zi si intotdeauna, este
sa depun marturie despre Isus Hristos, cd El este
Fiul lui Dumnezeu, Creatorul si Salvatorul lumii,
Eliberatorul si Mantuitorul nostru. Deoarece
»principiile fundamentale ale religiei noastre
sunt incluse in marturia apostolilor si profetilor
cu privire la Isus Hristos”, astazi, va impartésesc
cunoasterea si marturia mea despre Salvator, asa
cum au fost intarite si aprofundate prin viata si
invétaturile unui apostol si profet cheie.

Inceputul intelepciunii

in dimineata unei zile frumoase, senine, de la
inceputul primaverii anului 1820, tanarul Joseph
Smith in varsta de 14 ani a intrat intr-o dumbra-
va din apropierea casei familiei lui pentru a se
ruga in legdturd cu pacatele lui si a intreba carei
biserici sa i se aldture. Rugédciunea lui sincera,
rostita cu credintd neclintita, a primit atentia
celor mai puternice forte din univers, anume
Tatél si Fiul. Si diavolul. Fiecare dintre acestia era
foarte interesat de acea rugaciune si de acel baiat.

Ceea ce numim acum Prima Viziune a
marcat inceputul restaurdrii tuturor lucrurilor in
aceasta ultima dispensatie. Dar, pentru Joseph,
experienta a fost personala si, de asemenea,
pregititoare. Tot ce voia era iertare si indrumare.
Domnul i le-a dat pe améandoua. Instructiunea
de a ,,[nu se aldtura] niciuneia dintre [biserici]”a
fost indrumatoare. Cuvintele ,,Picatele iti sunt
iertate’au fost mantuitoare.

Cu toate frumoasele adevaruri pe care le-
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from that First Vision, perhaps Joseph’s main
takeaway was simply, “I had found the testimo-
ny of James to be true—that a man who lacked
wisdom might ask of God, and obtain.”

As one scholar noted: “The real resonance of
the First Vision today is to know that it’s the na-
ture of God to give to those who lack wisdom. ...
The God that reveals Himself to Joseph Smith in
the sacred grove is a God who answers teenagers
in times of trouble.”

Joseph’s experience in the grove gave him
confidence to ask forforgivenessanddirectionfor
the rest of his life. His experience has also given-
meconfidence to ask for forgiveness and direc-
tion for the rest of my life.

Regular Repentance

On September 21, 1823, Joseph earnestly
prayed for forgiveness, confident that because
of his experience in the grove three years earli-
er, heaven would respond again.And it did. The
Lord sent an angel, Moroni, to instruct Joseph
and inform him of an ancient record he would
later translate by the gift and power of God—the
Book of Mormon.

Almost 13 years after that, Joseph and Oliver
Cowdery knelt in solemn, silent prayer in the
newly dedicated Kirtland Temple. We do not
know what they prayed for, but their prayers
likely included a plea for forgiveness, for, as they
arose, the Savior appeared and declared, “Behold,
your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before
me.”

In the months and years after this experi-
ence, Joseph and Oliver would sin again. And
again. But in that moment,forthat moment, in
response to their plea and in preparation for the
glorious restoration of priesthood keys that was
about to happen, Jesus made them sinless.

Joseph's life of regular repentance gives me
confidence to “come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that [I] may obtain mercy.’I have learned
that Jesus Christ truly is “of a forgiving disposi-
tion.”It is neither His mission nor His nature to
condemn. He came to save.

Inquiring of the Lord
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am putea invata din Prima Viziune, probabil ca
principala invatatura desprinsa de Joseph a fost:
»Aflasem ca marturia lui Iacov este adevérata: ca
un om cdruia ii lipseste intelepciunea poate s-o
ceard de la Dumnezeu si s-o obtind”

Un erudit a spus: ,,Adevarata insemnatatee a
Primei Viziuni astazi consta in a sti cd este in na-
tura lui Dumnezeu sa ofere intelepciune acelora
carora le lipseste... Dumnezeul care Se arati lui
Joseph Smith in Dumbrava Sacra este un Dum-
nezeu care raspunde adolescentilor in vremuri de
necaz”.

Experienta lui Joseph din dumbrava i-a dat
incredere sa cearajertaresiindrumaretot restul
vietii lui. De asemenea, experienta lui mi-a dat
simieincredere sd cer iertare si indrumare tot
restul vietii mele.

Pocaire cu regularitate

In data de 21 septembrie 1823, Joseph s-a
rugat cu sinceritate pentru iertare, fiind increza-
tor, datorita experientei lui in dumbrava, cu trei
ani inainte, ca cerul avea sd raspunda din nou.Si
a raspuns. Domnul a trimis un inger — pe Mo-
roni - pentru a-l instrui pe Joseph si a-1 informa
despre o cronica din vechime pe care, ulterior,
avea sd o traduca prin darul si puterea lui Dum-
nezeu — Cartea lui Mormon.

Dupa aproape 13 ani, Joseph si Oliver Cow-
dery au ingenuncheat intr-o rugiciune solemna,
tacutd, in Templul Kirtland recent dedicat. Nu
stim pentru ce s-au rugat, dar rugdciunile lor au
inclus, probabil, o implorare pentru iertare, caci,
atunci cind s-au ridicat, Salvatorul li S-a aratat si
a declarat: ,Iatd, pacatele voastre va sunt iertate;
voi sunteti curati inaintea Mea”.

In lunile si anii care au urmat acestei expe-
riente, Joseph si Oliver aveau sa pacatuiasca din
nou. Si din nou. Dar in acel moment,pentruacel
moment, ca raspuns la rugamintea lor si pentru
a-i pregati pentru glorioasa restaurare a cheilor
preotiei care era pe cale sd aiba loc, Isus i-a facut
fara de pacat.

Viata lui Joseph de pociire cu regularitate
imi da increderea de a ,,[md apropia] increzator
de scaunul harului, ca sa [capdt] indurare”. Am
invétat cd Isus Hristos are, cu adevirat, ,,inclina-
re spre iertare”. Nu este nici in misiunea, nici in
natura Sa sd condamne. El a venit s salveze.

A cere de la Domnul
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As part of the promised “restitution of all
things,’the Lord, through Joseph Smith, brought
forth the Book of Mormon and other revelations
that contain the fulness of His gospel. Vital truths
were given clarity and completeness as Joseph
repeatedly inquired of the Lord for direction.
Consider the following:

The Father and the Son have bodies “as tan-
gible as man’s.”

Jesus took upon Himself not only our sins
but also our sicknesses, afflictions, and infirmi-
ties.

His Atonement was so excruciating it caused
Him to bleed from every pore.

We are saved by His grace “after all we can
do”

There are conditions to Christ’s mercy.

As we come unto Christ, He will not only
forgive our sins, but He will also change our very
nature so “that we have no more disposition to
do evil”

Christ always commands His people to
build temples,where He manifests Himself unto
themand endows them with power from on high.

I testify that all these things are true and
necessary. They represent only a fraction of the
fulness that was restored by Jesus Christ through
Joseph Smith in response to Joseph's recurring
requests for direction.

Rolling on This Kingdom

In 1842, Joseph wrote of amazing things that
would come to pass in this last dispensation.
He declared that during our day, “the heavenly
Priesthood will unite with the earthly, to bring
about those great purposes; and whilst we are
thus united in the one common cause, to roll
forth the kingdom of God, the heavenly Priest-
hood are not idle spectators.”

To his friend Benjamin Johnson, Joseph said,
“Benjamin, [if I die] I [would] not be far away
from you, and if on the other side of the veil, I
[would] still be working with you, and with a
power greatly increased, to roll on this kingdom.”

On June 27, 1844, Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were murdered. Joseph’s body
was laid to rest, but his testimony continues to
reverberate around the world and in my soul:
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Ca parte a promisei ,,[asezari] din nou a
tuturor lucrurilor”, Domnul, prin Joseph Smith, a
scos la lumina Cartea lui Mormon si alte reve-
latii care contin plenitudinea Evangheliei Sale.
Adeviruri vitale au fost clarificate si completate
in timp ce Joseph I-a cerut Domnului, in repetate
randuri, indrumare. Aveti in vedere cele de mai
jos.

Tatal si Fiul au trupuri ,,tot atat de [tangibile]
ca si cel al omului”.

Isus a luat asupra Sa nu doar pacatele noas-
tre, ci si bolile, suferintele si infirmitatile noastre.

Ispésirea Sa a fost atat de chinuitoare, incat
L-a facut sd sdngereze din fiecare por.

»Dupa ce am facut tot posibilul”, suntem
salvati prin harul Sau.

Mila lui Hristos este conditionata.

Pe masura ce venim la Hristos, El nu doar ca
ne va ierta pacatele, ci ne va schimba si firea, ast-
fel incat sd ,,nu mai avem inclinare si facem rau”.

Hristos porunceste intotdeauna celor din po-
porul Sau si construiasci templein care El Insusi
li Se face cunoscutsi ii inzestreaza cu putere de
sus.

Depun marturie ca toate aceste lucruri sunt
adevarate si necesare. Ele reprezinta doar o parte
din plenitudinea care a fost restaurata de Isus
Hristos prin Joseph Smith ca raspuns la cererile
repetate ale lui Joseph de a primi indrumare.

Inaintarea acestei imparétii

In anul 1842, Joseph a scris despre lucruri ui-
mitoare care aveau sa se intample in aceasta ulti-
ma dispensatie. El a declarat ca, in zilele noastre,
»preotia cereascd se va uni cu preotia pdmantea-
nd pentru a infaptui acele planuri marete; si, in
timp ce suntem astfel uniti intr-o singura cauza
comund, aceea de a face sd inainteze imparatia lui
Dumnezeu, preotia cereascad nu este un spectator
inutil”

Intr-o declaratie catre prietenul siu Ben-
jamin Johnson, Joseph a spus: ,Benjamin, [daca
as muri] nu as fi departe de tine si, daca m-as afla
de cealalta parte a vélului, as continua s lucrez
cu tine si cu o putere mult mai mare pentru a
inainta aceasta imparatie”.

In data de 27 iunie 1844, Joseph Smith si
fratele sdu Hyrum au fost ucisi. Trupul lui Joseph
a fost pus sa se odihneasca, dar marturia lui
continud sd rasune in intreaga lume si in sufletul
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“I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it

“I never told you I was perfect; but there is
no error in the revelations which I have taught”

“The fundamental principles of our religion
are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets,
concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was bur-
ied, and rose again the third day, and ascended
into heaven; and all other things which pertain to
our religion are only appendages to it

What was said of John the Baptist might
also be said of Joseph Smith: “There was a man
sent from God, whose name was [Joseph]. ... He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light,” “that all men through him might
believe”

I believe. I believe and am sure that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the living God. I testify
that the living God is our loving Father. I know
this because the voice of the Lord has spoken it
to me, and so has the voice of His servants, the
apostles and prophets, including and beginning
with Joseph Smith.

I testify that Joseph Smith was and is a
prophet of God, a witness and servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He was “blessed to open the
last dispensation,”and we are blessed that he did.

The Lord commanded Oliver and all of us,
“Stand by my servant Joseph, faithfully”I testify
that the Lord stands by His servant Joseph and
the Restoration wrought through him.

Joseph Smith is now part of that heavenly
priesthood of which he spoke. As he promised
his friend, he is not far away from us, and on the
other side of the veil, he is still working with us,
and with a power greatly increased, to roll on this
kingdom. With joy and thanksgiving, I raise my
voice in “praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah”And above all, praise to Jehovah, who
communed with that man! In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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meu.

»Avusesem o viziune; stiam aceasta si stiam
ca Dumnezeu stie aceasta si n-am putut sa o neg’.

»Niciodatd nu v-am spus cd sunt perfect; dar
nu este nicio greseala in revelatiile pe care vi le-
am propovaduit”

»Principiile fundamentale ale religiei noastre
sunt incluse in marturia apostolilor si profetilor
cu privire la Isus Hristos, cd El a murit, a fost in-
mormantat si S-a ridicat din nou, in a treia zi, si
S-a inéltat la cer; si toate celelalte lucruri care tin
de religia noastra sunt numai anexe ale acesteia.”

Ceea ce s-a spus despre Ioan Botezitorul ar
putea fi spus si despre Joseph Smith: A* venit
un om trimis de Dumnezeu: numele lui era
[Joseph]... Nu era el Lumina, ci el a venit ca sa
marturiseascd despre Lumingd’, ,,pentru ca toti sa
creadd prin el”.

Eu cred. Eu cred si sunt sigur cd Isus este
Hristosul, Fiul Dumnezeului celui Viu. Martu-
risesc ca Dumnezeul cel Viu este Tatal nostru
iubitor. Stiu acestea deoarece glasul Domnului mi
le-a spus, la fel si glasul slujitorilor Séi, apostolii
si profetii, inclusiv si incepand cu Joseph Smith.

Depun marturie cd Joseph Smith a fost si este
un profet al lui Dumnezeu, un martor si un sluji-
tor al Domnului Isus Hristos. El a fost ,,[binecu-
vantat sd deschidd] dispensatia din urma’iar noi
suntem binecuvantati pentru cd el a ficut aceasta.

Domnul a poruncit lui Oliver si noud, tutu-
ror: ,,Stai credincios langa slujitorul Meu Joseph”
Eu depun mérturie ca Domnul std langa slujito-
rul Sdu, Joseph, si restaurarea infaptuita prin el.

Joseph Smith face parte acum din aceia cu
preotia cereasca despre care a vorbit. Asa cum
i-a promis prietenului sau, el nu este departe
de noi si, de cealaltd parte a vélului, el continud
sa lucreze cu noi si are o putere mult mai mare
pentru a inainta aceastd imparatie. Cu bucurie si
multumire, imi ridic glasul pentru a-1lauda pe
cel ,,ales de Iehova”. Si mai presus de toate, lauda
lui Iehova care 1-a ales pe acel om! In numele lui
Isus Hristos, amin.
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