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We can help others progress in their journey to
receive God’s blessings.

In 2015, in the state of Pernambuco, Brazil,
62 members of the J. Reuben Clark Law Soci-
etycooperated with the state Prosecutor’s Office
in investigating the legal challenges of residents
in four different nursing homes. For five hours
one Saturday, these attorneys interviewed over
200 residentsone by one, each of whom had been
functionally forgotten by society.

During their interviews, they discovered
several crimes that had been committed against
the elderly residents, such as abandonment, mis-
treatment, and misappropriation of funds. A key
pillar of this law society is to care for the poor
and in need. Just two months later, the prosecu-
tor successfully filed charges against the respon-
sible parties.

Their assistance is a perfect example of King
Benjamin’s teaching “that when ye are in the
service of your fellow beings ye are only in the
service of your God.”

One resident I personally interviewed during
the pro bonoproject was a kindhearted 93-year-
old woman named Lucia. Grateful for our ser-
vice, she jokingly exclaimed, “Marry me!”

Surprised, I responded: “Look over there at
that beautiful young woman! She is my wife and
the state prosecutor.”

She quickly fired back: “So what? She is
young, pretty, and can easily get married again.
All T have is you!”

The wonderful residents did not havealltheir
problems solved that day. They undoubtedly con-
tinued to experience hardship from time to time
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Noi ii putem ajuta pe altii sd progreseze in cdldto-
ria lor spre a primi binecuvantdrile lui Dumnezeu.

In 2015, in statul Pernambuco, Brazilia, 62 de
membri ai J. Reuben Clark Law Society (Socie-
tatea de Drept J. Reuben Clark)au cooperat cu
procuratura de stat in investigarea problemelor
juridice ale rezidentilor din patru azile. Timp de
cinci ore, intr-o sdmbata, acesti avocati au inter-
vievat peste 200 de rezidenti,unul cate unul, care
fuseserd, fiecare, uitat si ignorat de societate.

In timpul interviurilor lor, au descoperit mai
multe infractiuni comise impotriva rezidentilor
in varsta, cum ar fi abandonul, maltratarea si
folosirea neautorizata a fondurilor unor persoa-
ne. Un obiectiv cheie al acestei societiti de drept
este ingrijirea celor sdraci si aflati la nevoie. Doar
doud luni mai tarziu, procurorul a depus cu suc-
ces plangeri impotriva partilor responsabile.

Ajutorul lor este un exemplu perfect al inva-
taturii regelui Beniamin: ,,Atunci cand sunteti in
slujba aproapelui, sunteti numai in slujba Dum-
nezeului vostru”.

O rezidentd pe care am intervievat-o perso-
nal in timpul proiectului pro bonoera o femeie
bunai la suflet in varsta de 93 de ani pe nume
Lucia. Recunoscdtoare pentru slujirea noastrd, ea
a exclamat in gluma: ,,Casatoriti-va cu mine!”.

Surprins, i-am raspuns: ,,Uitati-va la acea
frumoasa tanara! Ea este sotia mea si procuror al
statului”

Ea a raspuns rapid: ,,Si ce? Este tanara,
dragutd si se poate cdsatori cu usurintd din nou.
Pentru mine sunteti tot ce am!”.

Acei minunati rezidenti nu si-au rezolvattoa-
teproblemele in acea zi. Fira indoiala, ei au con-
tinuat sa aiba parte de greutati din cand in cand,
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like the Jaredites in their boats on the challeng-
ing journey to the promised land, “buried in the
depths of the sea, because of the mountain waves
which broke upon them?”

But that Saturday, the nursing home resi-
dents knew that regardless of their earthly ano-
nymity, they were known personally by a loving
Heavenly Father, One who responds to even the
simplest of prayers.

The Master of masters caused “a furious
wind’to blow the Jaredites toward promised
blessings. Similarly, we can decideto serve as a
humble gust of wind in the Lord’s hands. Just as
“the wind did never cease to blow”the Jaredites
toward the promised land, we can help others
progress in their journey to receive God’s bless-
ings.

Several years ago, when Chris, my dear wife,
and I were interviewed for my calling as bish-
op, our stake president asked me to prayerfully
consider names to recommend as counselors.
After hearing the names I recommended, he
said I should know a few things about one of the
brethren.

First, this brother could not read. Second, he
didn’t have a car he could use to visit members.
Third, he always—always—used sunglasses at
church. Despite the president’s honest concerns, I
felt strongly that I should still recommend him as
my counselor, and the stake president supported
me.

The Sunday my counselors and I were sus-
tained in sacrament meeting, the surprise on the
members’ faces was evident. This dear brother
slowly made his way up to the stand, where the
overhead lights reflected brightly across his sun-
glasses.

As he sat by my side, I asked him, “Brother,
do you have problems with your vision?”

“No,” he said.

“Then why do you use sunglasses at church?”
I asked. “My friend, the members need to see
your eyes, and you must be able to see them
better too.”

In that moment, he took off his sunglasses
and never used them at church again.

This beloved brother served at my side until
my release as bishop. Today, he continues to
serve faithfully in the Church and is an example
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la fel ca iareditii in barcile lor, in célatoria dificila
spre pamantul fagaduit, ,,ingropati in adancimile
marii, din cauza valurilor ca muntii care s-au
spart peste ei”.

Dar, in acea simbata, rezidentii azilului au
stiut ca, indiferent de anonimatul lor paman-
tesc, erau cunoscuti personal de un Tata Ceresc
iubitor, Unul care raspunde chiar si la cele mai
simple rugdciuni.

Invatatorul invétitorilor a ficut ca ,,un vant
furios™sa-i impingd pe iarediti catre binecuvan-
tirile promise. In mod similar, putem hotarisa
slujim pentru a fi o adiere umila de véant in
mainile Domnului. La fel cum ,,vantul niciodata
n-a incetat sd batd”, impingandu-i pe iarediti spre
pamantul fagaduit, noi ii putem ajuta pe altii sa
progreseze in caldtoria lor pentru a primi binecu-
vantdrile lui Dumnezeu.

Cu cativa ani in urma, cand Chris, draga
mea sotie, si cu mine am fost intervievati pentru
chemarea mea in calitate de episcop, presedin-
tele nostru de tarus m-a rugat s ma gandesc,
rugandu-ma, la persoane pe care sa le recomand
in calitate de consilieri. Dupa ce a auzit numele
pe care i le-am recomandat, a spus ca ar trebui sd
stiu citeva lucruri despre unul dintre frati.

Primul, acest frate nu stia si citeasca. Al
doilea, nu avea o masina pe care sd o poatd
folosi pentru a vizita membri. Al treilea, el purta
intotdeauna -intotdeauna- ochelari de soare
la biserica. In pofida ingrijorarilor sincere ale
presedintelui, am simtit cu térie cd trebuia si-1
recomand in continuare in calitate de consilier al
meu iar presedintele de tarus m-a sprijinit.

In duminica in care consilierii mei si cu mine
am fost sustinuti in cadrul adunarii de impar-
tdsanie, surpriza de pe fata membrilor a fost
evidenta. Acest frate drag a urcat incet pana la
pupitru, unde luminile de deasupra se reflectau
puternic in ochelarii lui de soare.

In timp ce stitea langd mine, l-am intrebat:
»Frate, aveti probleme cu vederea?”.

»Nu”, a spus el.

»Atunci de ce purtati ochelari de soare la
bisericd?”, am intrebat eu. ,Dragd prietene, mem-
brii trebuie sd va vadé ochii si dumneavoastra
trebuie sa-i puteti vedea pe ei mai bine”

In acel moment, si-a dat jos ochelarii de soa-
re si nu i-a mai folosit niciodatd la biserica.

Acest frate iubit a slujit alaturi de mine pana
cand am fost eliberat din chemarea de episcop.
Astazi, el continua sa slujeasca cu credinta in
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of dedication and commitment to the Lord Jesus
Christ. And yet, years ago, he wasan unknown
sunglass-wearer sitting essentially forgotten in
the pews of the chapel. I often wonder, “How
many faithful brothers and sisters sit forgotten
among us today?”

Whether we are well-known or forgotten,
trials will inevitably come to each one of us.As
we turn to the Savior, He can “consecrate [our]
afflictions for [our] gain” and help us respond
to our trials in a way that facilitates our spiritual
progression. Whether for nursing home residents,
a misjudged Church member, or anyone else, we
can be “the wind [that] did never cease to blow;
bringing hope and guiding others to the cove-
nant path.

Our beloved prophet, President Russell M.
Nelson, made an exciting and inspiring invita-
tion to the youth: “I reaffirm strongly that the
Lord has askedeveryworthy, able young man to
prepare for and serve a mission. For Latter-day
Saint young men, missionary service is a priest-
hood responsibility. ... For you young and able
sisters, a mission is also a powerful, butoptional,
opportunity.”

Every day, thousands of young men and
women answer the Lord’s prophetic call by
serving as missionaries. You are brilliant, and as
President Nelson has said, you can “have more
impact on the world than any previous genera-
tion!”Of course, that does not mean you will be
the best version ofyourselvesthe moment you
step foot in the missionary training center.

Instead, you might feel like Nephi, “led by
the Spirit, not knowing beforehand the things
which [you] should do. Nevertheless [you] went
forth”

Perhaps you feel insecure like Jeremiah
did and want to say, “I cannot speak: for I am a
child”

You might even see your personal short-
comings and want to cry out like Moses did: “O
my Lord, I am not eloquent ... : but I am slow of
speech, and of a slow tongue.”

If any of you beloved and mighty young men
and women is having a thought like this right
now, remember that the Lord has answered, “Say
not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I
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Biserica si este un exemplu de dedicare si devo-
tament fata de Domnul Isus Hristos. $i, totusi,
cu ani in urma, el era un necunoscut care purta
ochelari de soare si stdtea, practic, uitat pe ban-
cile capelei. Ma intreb adesea: ,,Cati frati credin-
ciosi si surori credincioase stau astazi uitati si
uitate printre noi?”

Fie ca suntem foarte cunoscuti, fie cd suntem
uitati, fiecare dintre noi va avea parte, inevitabil,
de incercari.Pe masura ce ne intoarcem catre
Salvator, El poate ,,sfinti suferintele [noastre]
spre binele [nostru]” si ne poate ajuta sa raspun-
dem la incercdrile noastre intr-un mod care ne
inlesneste progresul spiritual Fie ca este vorba de
rezidenti ai azilelor de batrani, de un membru al
Bisericii judecat gresit sau de oricine altcineva,
noi putem fi ,,vantul [care] niciodatd n-a incetat
sa batd”, aducand speranta si indruméndu-i pe
altii pe cararea legamintelor.

Preaiubitul nostru profet, presedintele Russe-
11 M. Nelson, a facut tinerilor o invitatie emoti-
onanta si plina de inspiratie: ,,Reafirm cu putere
ca Domnul a cerutfiecaruitandr baiat demn si
capabil sa se pregéteasca si sa slujeasca in mi-
siune. Pentru tinerii baieti sfinti din zilele din
urma, slujirea in misiune este o responsabilitate a
preotiei... Pentru voi, surori tinere si capabile, o
misiune este o ocazie puternicd, daroptionald”

In fiecare zi, mii de tineri baieti si fete ris-
pund chemarii Domnului, transmise prin profeti,
slujind in calitate de misionari. Sunteti geniali si,
asa cum a spus presedintele Nelson, puteti ,,avea
un impact mai mare asupra lumii decét oricare
alta generatie anterioara!”. Desigur, acest lucru
nu inseamnd cd veti fi cea mai buna versiune
avoastradin momentul in care veti pasi in centrul
de pregatire a misionarilor.

In schimb, vi veti putea simti ca Nefi, ,,[con-
dusi] de Spirit, nestiind dinainte lucrurile pe care
trebuia sa le [faceti]. Totusi, [ati] mers inainte”

Poate vd simtiti nesiguri precum Ieremia si
doriti sa spuneti: ,Eu nu stiu sd vorbesc, cdci sunt
un copil”.

S-ar putea chiar sa vi vedeti defectele perso-
nale si sa doriti sa strigati asa cum a facut Moise:
»Ah! Doamne, eu nu sunt un om cu vorbirea
usoara... caci vorba si limba mi-este incurcatd”

Daca vreunul dintre voi, preaiubiti si puter-
nici tineri baieti si tinere fete, aveti un astfel de
gand chiar acum, aduceti-vd aminte ca Domnul
a raspuns: ,,Nu zice: «Sunt un copil», cici te
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shall send thee”’And He promises, “Therefore
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee
what thou shalt say”

Your transformation from your natural to
spiritual selfwill occur “line upon line, precept
upon precept’as you earnestly strive to serve
Jesus Christ in the mission field through daily
repentance, faith, exact obedience, and hard
workto “find constantly, teach repentance, and
baptize converts.”

Though you wear a name tag, sometimes you
may feel unrecognized or forgotten. However,
you must know that you have a perfect Heavenly
Father, who knows you personally, and a Savior,
who loves you. You will have mission leaders
who, despite their imperfections, will serve you
as “the wind [that] did never cease to blow”
in guiding you along your journey of personal
conversion.

In the “land that floweth with milk and hon-
ey you will serve in on your mission, you will be
spiritually reborn and become a lifelong disciple
of Jesus Christ as you draw near to Him.You can
come to know that you are never forgotten.

Though some may wait “a long time” for
relief, for they “have no man’that can yet help,
the Lord Jesus Christ has taught us that no one is
ever forgotten by Him. On the contrary, He was
a perfect example of seeking out the one in every
moment of His mortal ministry.

Each of us—and those around us—faces our
own storms of opposition and waves of trials that
submerge us daily. But “the wind [will not] cease
to blow towards the promised land ... ; and thus
[we shall be] driven forth before the wind.”

Each of us can be a part of this wind—the
same wind that blessed the Jaredites in their
journey and the same wind that, with our help,
will bless the unrecognized and forgottento reach
their own promised lands.

I testify that Jesus Christ is our Advocate
with the Father. He is a living God and acts as
a strong wind that will always guide us along
the covenant path. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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vei duce la toti aceia la care te voi trimite”. $i el
promite: ,Du-te, dar; Eu voi fi cu gura ta, si te voi
invita ce vei avea de spus”.

Transformarea de la sinele vostru firesc la
cel spiritualva avea loc ,,rand dupa rand, pre-
cept dupa precept’pe masura ce va straduiti cu
sinceritate sd-I slujiti lui Isus Hristos in campul
misiunii prin pocdinta zilnica, credintd, supu-
nere cu exactitate si munca asiduapentru a ,,gasi
in mod constant, a le propovadui pocdinta si a
boteza convertiti”.

Desi purtati un ecuson, uneori vd puteti
simti nerecunoscuti sau uitati. Cu toate acestea,
trebuie sa stiti cd aveti un Tata Ceresc perfect,
care va cunoaste personal, si un Salvator, care va
iubeste. Veti avea conducatori de misiune care, in
pofida imperfectiunilor lor, va vor sluji ca ,,vantul
[care] niciodata n-a incetat sd batd” indruman-
du-va pe parcursul caldtoriei convertirii voastre.

In ,[tara] in care curge lapte si miere”, veti
sluji in misiunea voastrd, veti renaste spiritual si
veti deveni ucenici pe viatd ai lui Isus Hristos pe
mdsurd ce va apropiati de El.Puteti ajunge sa stiti
ca nu sunteti niciodata uitati.

Desi unii pot astepta ,,multd vreme” pentru
a primi alinare, pentru ca ,,[n-au] pe nimeni’care
sa-i poata ajuta deocamdatd, Domnul Isus Hris-
tos ne-a invatat ca nimeni nu este uitat vreodata
de El. Dimpotriva, in fiecare moment al slujirii
Sale din viata muritoare, El a fost exemplul per-
fect de cdutare a celui care se afla la nevoie.

Fiecare dintre noi si cei din jurul nostrune
confruntam cu propriile furtuni de opozitie si
valuri de incercdri care ne scufunda zilnic. Dar
yvantul niciodatd [nu va inceta] sd bata inspre
tara fagaduita... si astfel [noi vom fi] manati
inaintea vantului”.

Fiecare dintre noi poate fi parte a acestui vant
— acelasi vant care i-a binecuvantat pe iarediti
in célatoria lor si acelasi vant care, cu ajutorul
nostru, ii va binecuvéanta pe acei oameni nerecu-
noscuti si uitatisa ajunga in tara lor fagaduita.

Depun marturie cd Isus Hristos este Avocatul
nostru la Tatal. El este un Dumnezeu viu si acti-
oneaza ca un vant puternic care ne va indruma
intotdeauna de-a lungul cararii legamintelor. In
numele lui Isus Hristos, amin.
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