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Despite the challenges we all face, our loving Heav-
enly Father has designed the plan of happiness
such that we are not destined to fail.

For several years I was assigned to home
teach an older sister in my ward. She did not
have an easy life. She had various health prob-
lems and experienced a lifetime of pain due to a
childhood accident on the playground. Divorced
at age 32 with four young children to raise and
provide for, she remarried at age 50. Her second
husband passed away when she was 66, and this
sister lived an additional 26 years as a widow.

Despite her lifelong challenges, she was
faithful to her covenants to the end. This sister
was an avid genealogist, a temple attender, and a
collector and writer of family histories. Though
she had many difficult trials, and without ques-
tion she felt at times sadness and loneliness, she
had a cheerful countenance and a gracious and
pleasant personality.

Nine months after her passing, one of her
sons had a remarkable experience in the temple.
He learned by the power of the Holy Ghost that
his mother had a message for him. She commu-
nicated with him, but not by vision or audible
words. The following unmistakable message
came into the son’s mind from his mother: “I
want you to know that mortality works, and I
want you to know that I now understand why
everything happened [in my life] the way it did—
and it is all OK”

This message is all the more remarkable
when one considers her situation and the diffi-
culties this sister endured and overcame.

Brothers and sisters, mortalityworks! It is
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Nepaisant issukiy, su kuriais visi susiduriame,
miisy mylintis Dangiskasis Tévas sukiiré tokj lai-
mes plang, kad mums nelemta Zlugti.

Kelerius metus man kaip namy mokytojui
buvo paskirta lankyti vieng pagyvenusia seserj
apylinkéje. Jos gyvenimas buvo nelengvas. Ja
vargino jvairios sveikatos problemos ir ji visg
gyvenima kenté skausma dél vaikystéje zaidimy
aiksteléje patirtos traumos. Badama 32-y ji i$si-
tuoke ir liko auginti bei aprapinti keturis mazus
vaikus, biidama 50-ies ji vél iStekéjo. Antrasis
jos vyras i$éjo anapus, kai jai buvo 66, ir $i sesuo
btudama nasle pragyveno dar 26 metus.

Nepaisant gyvenimo sunkumy, ji liko
istikima savo sandoroms iki galo. Si sesuo buvo
aistringa genealogé, $ventyklos lankytoja ir
giminés istorijy rinkéja bei autoré. Nors patyré
daug sunkiy i$meéginimy ir, be abejo, kartais jauté
lindesj ir vienatve, ji buvo linksmo veido, simpa-
tiska ir maloni asmenybeé.

Po jos mirties praéjus devyniems ménesiams,
vienas jos siiny $ventykloje patyré nuostaby
ivyki. Jis Sventosios Dvasios galia suzinojo, kad
jo motina turi jam Zinig. Ji susisiekeé su juo, bet ne
vaizdais ar girdimais Zodziais. Tam stinui j galva
atéjo tokia nedviprasmiska motinos Zinia: ,,No-
riu, kad zinotum, jog mirtingumas pasiteisino,
taip pat noriu, kad Zinotum, jog dabar suprantu,
kodél viskas [mano gyvenime] jvyko taip, kaip
jvyko. Viskas yra gerai.”

Si zinia yra dar nuostabesné, jei atsizvelgiame
j jos padétj ir sunkumus, kuriuos $i sesuo patyré
ir jveike.

Broliai ir seserys, mirtingumas pasiteisina! Jis
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designed to work! Despite the challenges, heart-
aches, and difficulties we all face, our loving,
wise, and perfect Heavenly Father has designed
the plan of happiness such that we are not des-
tined to fail. His plan provides a way for us to
rise above our mortal failures. The Lord has said,
“This is my work and my glory—to bring to pass
the immortality and eternal life of man.”

Nonetheless, if we are to be the beneficiaries
of the Lord’s “work and ... glory;” even “im-
mortality and eternal life,” we must expect to
be schooled and taught and to pass through the
refiner’s fire—sometimes to our utter limits. To
completely avoid the problems, challenges, and
difficulties of this world would be to sidestep the
process that is truly necessary for mortality to
work.

And so we should not be surprised when
hard times come upon us. We will encounter
situations that try us and people who enable us to
practice true charity and patience. But we need to
bear up under our difficulties and remember, as
the Lord said:

“And whoso layeth down his life in my cause,
for my name’s sake, shall find it again, even life
eternal.

“Therefore, be not afraid of your enemies
[or your problems, challenges, or the tests of this
life], for I have decreed ..., saith the Lord, that
I will prove you in all things, whether you will
abide in my covenant ... that you may be found
worthy”

When we feel distraught or anxious about
our problems or feel that we might be receiving
more than our fair share of life’s difficulties, we
can remember what the Lord said to the children
of Israel:

“And thou shalt remember all the way/[s]
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years
in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove
thee, to know what [is] in thine heart, whether
thou [would] keep his commandments, or no.”

As Lehi taught his son Jacob:

“Thou hast suffered afflictions and much
sorrow. ... Nevertheless, ... [God] shall conse-
crate thine afflictions for thy gain. ... Wherefore,
I know that thou art redeemed, because of the
righteousness of thy Redeemer.”

Because this life is a testing ground and “dark
clouds of trouble hang oer us and threaten our
peace to destroy; it is helpful to remember this
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sukurtas taip, kad pasiteisinty! Nepaisant i$$ukiy,
$irdgeélos ir sunkumy, su kuriais visi susiduriame,
masy mylintis, i$mintingas ir tobulas Dangis-
kasis Tévas sukareé tokj laimés plang, kad mums
nelemta 7zlugti. Jo planas pariipina mums buda
pakilti vir§ mirtingojo gyvenimo nesékmiy. Vies-
pats pasakeé: , Tai yra mano darbas ir mano slové
- jgyvendinti Zmogaus nemirtingumga ir amzinajj
gyvenima.“

Vis délto, jei norime buti Viespaties ,,darbo
ir Slovés®, o butent ,,nemirtingumo ir amzinojo
gyvenimo“ gavéjai, turime tikeétis, kad bisime
aukléjami, mokomi ir pereisime per grynini-
mo ugnj - kartais iki pat savo galimybiy ribos.
Visiskai i$vengti Sio pasaulio problemuy, i§$tukiy
ir sunkumy reiksty apeiti procesg, kuris is tiesy
batinas, kad mirtingumas pasiteisinty.

Todél neturétume stebétis, kai mus uzklum-
pa sunkas laikai. Susidursime su situacijomis,
kuriose busime isbandyti, ir su Zmonémis, kurie
padés mums praktikuoti tikraja meile ir kantry-
be. Taciau turime i$tverti sunkumus ir prisiminti,
kaip saké Viespats:

»Ir kas tik paguldys savo gyvenimg uz mano
reikalg, dél mano vardo, tas vél jj atras, buitent
amzingjj gyvenima.

Todél nebijokite savo prie$y [arba savo pro-
blemuy, i$stkiy ar $io gyvenimo i$méginimy], nes
as nutariau [...], - sako Vie$pats, — kad isbandy-
siu jus visame kame - ar jis pasiliksite mano san-
doroje, [...] idant batuméte pripazinti vertais.”

Kai jau¢iamés sutrike, nerimaujame dél
savo problemy ar manome, kad galbat gauname
daugiau nei mums priklauso gyvenimo sunku-
my, galime prisiminti, ka Vie$pats saké Izraelio
vaikams:

»Atsimink kelig, kuriuo Viespats, tavo Die-
vas, vedé tave keturiasdesimt mety per dykuma,
kad palenkty ir iSméginty tave, ir suzinoty, kas
yra tavo Sirdyje, ar tu vykdysi Jo paliepimus|, ar
nel.“

Kaip Lehis moké savo stiny Jokiibg:

»Iu iSkentéjai suspaudimus ir daug sielvarto.
[...] Taciau [...] [Dievas] pasves tavo suspau-
dimus tavo naudai. [...] Todél zinau, kad esi
i$pirktas dél tavo I$pirkéjo teisumo.“

Kadangi $is gyvenimas yra iSbandymy poli-
gonas ir ,audros vir§ misy susitelkia ir grasina

ramybe sugriaut®, naudinga prisiminti $§jMozijo
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counsel and promise found inMosiah 23relating
to life’s challenges: “Nevertheless—whosoever
putteth his trust in [the Lord] the same shall be
lifted up at the last day”

As a youth, I personally experienced great
emotional pain and shame that came as the result
of the unrighteous actions of another, which for
many years affected my self-worth and my sense
of worthiness before the Lord. Nevertheless, I
bear personal witness that the Lord can strength-
en us and bear us up in whatever difficulties we
are called upon to experience during our sojourn
in this vale of tears.

We are familiar with Paul’s experience:

“And lest I should be exalted above measure
through the abundance of the revelations [I have
received], there was given to me a thorn in the
flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I
should be exalted above measure.

“For this thing I besought the Lord thrice,
that it might depart from me.

“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient
for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak-
ness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.”

We don’'t know what Paul’s “thorn in the
flesh” was. He chose not to describe whether it
was a physical ailment, a mental or emotional
infirmity, or a temptation. But we don’'t need to
know that detail to know that he struggled and
pleaded with the Lord for help and that, ulti-
mately, the Lord’s strength and power are what
helped him through it.

Like it was for Paul, it was through the Lord’s
help that I was eventually strengthened emotion-
ally and spiritually and finally recognized after
many years that I have always been a person of
worth and worthy of the blessings of the gospel.
The Savior helped me to overcome my feelings
of unworthiness and to extend sincere forgive-
ness to the offender.I finally understood that the
Savior’s Atonement was a personal gift for me
and that my Heavenly Father and His Son love
me perfectly. Because of the Savior’s Atonement,
mortality works.

While I was eventually blessed to recognize
how the Savior rescued me and stood by me
through those experiences, I clearly understand
that the unfortunate situation of my teenage
years wasmypersonal journey and experience,
the resolution of which and eventual outcome
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23skyriuje esantj patarima ir pazada, susijusj su
gyvenimo is$tkiais: ,,Taciau, kas tik sudeda savo
viltis j jj, tas bus iskeltas paskutiniaja dieng.”

Jaunystéje pats patyriau didziulj emocinj
skausma ir géda dél neteisiy kito zmogaus po-
elgiy, kurie daugelj mety neigiamai veiké mano
saviverte ir vertumo jausma Viespaties akivaizdo-
je. Nepaisant to, asmeniskai liudiju, kad Viespats
gali mus sustiprinti ir palaikyti bet kokiuose sun-
kumuose, kuriuos mums tenka patirti keliaujant
per §j asary slénj.

Zinome apie tokig Pauliaus patirtj:

»Ir kad perdém nei$puikciau dél gausybeés
apreiskimy, [kuriuos gavau,] man duotas dyglys
kiine, $étono pasiuntinys, kad mane smagiuoty ir
as nei$puikciau.

Dél to tris kartus meldziau Viespatj, kad tai
nuo manes atitraukty.

Bet Vie$pats man pasakeé: ,,Pakanka tau
mano malonés, nes mano stiprybé tampa tobula
silpnume.“ Todél mieliausiai girsiuosi savo sil-
pnumais, kad Kristaus jéga ilsétysi ant manes.“

Nezinome, kas buvo tas Pauliaus ,,dyglys
kine® Jis nusprendé nepaaiskinti, ar tai buvo
fizinis negalavimas, psichikos ar emociné negalia,
ar pagunda. Tac¢iau mums nebitina Zinoti $iy
detaliy, kad Zinotume, jog jis kovojo ir maldavo
Viespaties pagalbos ir kad galiausiai Viespaties
stiprybé ir galia padéjo jam tai jveikti.

Kaip ir Paulius, Viespaties padedamas as
galiausiai sustipréjau emociskai ir dvasiskai ir
po daugelio mety pagaliau supratau, kad visada
buvau vertingas Zzmogus ir vertas Evangelijos
palaimy. Gelbétojas padéjo man jveikti never-
tumo jausmus ir nuosirdziai atleisti skriaudikui.
Pagaliau supratau, kad Gelbétojo Apmokéjimas
buvo asmeniné dovana man ir kad Dangiskasis
Tévas ir Jo Sinus mane tobulai myli. Dél Gelbé-
tojo Apmokéjimo mirtingumas pasiteisina.

Nors galiausiai buvau palaimintas ir supra-
tau, kad Gelbétojas mane isgelbéjo ir stovéjo $alia
mangs per tuos iSgyvenimus, aiskiai suprantu,
kad ta nelaiminga mano paauglystés situacija
buvomanoasmeniné kelioné ir patirtis, kurios
i$sprendimas ir galutinis poveikis negali buti
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cannot be projected onto those who have suf-
fered and continue to suffer from the unrighteous
behavior of others.

I recognize that life’s experiences—good
and bad—can teach us important lessons. I now
know and bear testimony that mortality works! I
hope that as a result of the sum of my life’s expe-
riences—good and bad—I havecompassion for
innocent victims of another’s actions and empa-
thy for the downtrodden.

I sincerely hope that as a result of my life’s
experiences—good and bad—I am kinder to
others, treat others as the Savior would, and have
greater understanding for the sinner and that I
have complete integrity. As we come to rely on
the Savior’s grace and keep our covenants, we can
serve as examples of the far-reaching effects of
the Savior’s Atonement.

I share a final example that mortality works.

Elder Hales’s aunt, Lois VandenBosch, and
his mother, Klea VandenBosch.

My mother did not have an easy journey
through mortality. She received no accolades or
worldly honors and did not have educational op-
portunities beyond high school. She contracted
polio as a child, resulting in a lifetime of pain and
discomfort in her left leg. As an adult, she expe-
rienced many difficult and challenging physical
and financial circumstances but was faithful to
her covenants and loved the Lord.

When my mother was 55, my next older
sister passed away, leaving an eight-month-old
baby daughter, my niece, motherless. For vari-
ous reasons, Mom ended up largely raising my
niece for the next 17 years, often under very
trying circumstances. Yet, notwithstanding these
experiences, she happily and willingly served
her family, neighbors, and ward members and
served as an ordinance worker in the temple for
many years. During the last several years of her
life, Mom suffered from a form of dementia, was
often confused, and was confined to a nursing fa-
cility. Regrettably, she was alone when she passed
away unexpectedly.

Several months after her passing, I had a
dream I have never forgotten. In my dream, I was
sitting in my office at the Church Administration
Building. Mom entered the office. I knew she had
come from the spirit world. I will always remem-
ber the feelings I had. She did not say anything,
but she radiated a spiritual beauty that I had nev-
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primetamas tiems, kurie kentéjo ir tebekencia dél
neteisaus kity Zzmoniy elgesio.

Suvokiu, kad gyvenimo patirtys — geros ir
blogos - gali mus iSmokyti svarbiy pamoky.
Dabar zinau ir liudiju, kad mirtingumas pasiteisi-
na! Viliuosi, kad dél visy savo gyvenimo patirciy
- gery ir blogy - atjauciu nekaltas kity Zzmoniy
poelgiy aukas ir uzjauciu nuskriaustuosius.

Nuosirdziai tikiuosi, kad dél savo gyveni-
mo patiréiy — gery ir blogy — basiu malonesnis
kitiems, elgsiuosi su Zmonémis taip, kaip elgtysi
Gelbétojas, ir labiau suprasiu nusidéjélius, ir bi-
siu visiSkai doras. Kai imame pasikliauti Gelbéto-
jo malone ir laikomés savo sandory, galime buti
Gelbétojo Apmokéjimo toli siekiancio poveikio
pavyzdys.

Pateikiu paskutinj pavyzdj to, kad mirtingu-
mas pasiteisina.

Vyresniojo Heilso teta Loiza VandenBos ir
motina Kléja VandenBos.

Mano motinos kelioné per mirtingajj gyve-
nima nebuvo lengva. Ji negavo jokiy pagyrimy
ar zemisky apdovanojimy ir neturéjo galimybiy
mokytis toliau nei vidurinéje mokykloje. Vaikys-
téje ji susirgo poliomielitu, todél visg gyvenima
kenté kairés kojos skausmus ir nepatogumus.
Suaugusi ji iSgyveno daug sunkiy ir sudétingy
fiziniy bei finansiniy aplinkybiy, ta¢iau buvo
istikima savo sandoroms ir myléjo Viespat;.

Kai mamai buvo 55-eri, miré viena mano vy-
resnioji sesuo, palikusi be motinos astuoniy mé-
nesiy dukrele, mano dukterécig. Dél jvairiausiy
priezasciy galiausiai mano dukterécia ateinancius
17 mety daugiausia augino, daznai labai sunkio-
mis aplinkybémis, mano mama. Taciau, nepaisy-
dama $iy i$gyvenimuy, ji mielai ir noriai tarnavo
savo $eimai, kaimynams bei apylinkés nariams ir
daugelj mety tarnavo $ventykloje kaip apeiginin-
keé. Kelerius paskutinius gyvenimo metus mama
sirgo tam tikra demencijos forma, daznai buvo
sumisusi ir turéjo gyventi slaugos namuose. Deja,
kai netikétai miré, ji buvo viena.

Praéjus keliems ménesiams po jos mirties,
sapnavau sapng, kurio niekada nepamirsiu. Sa-
pne sédéjau savo kabinete Baznycios administra-
ciniame pastate. | kabinetg jéjo mama. Zinojau,
kad ji atéjo i§ dvasiy pasaulio. Visada prisiminsiu
mane apémusius jausmus. Ji nieko nesakeé, taciau
spinduliavo tokiu dvasiniu groziu, kokio nieka-
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er before experienced and which I have difficulty
describing.

Her countenance and being were truly stun-
ning! I remember saying to her, “Mother, you are
so beautiful!,” referencing her spiritual power and
beauty. She acknowledged me—again without
speaking. I felt her love for me, and I knew then
that she is happy and healed from her worldly
cares and challenges and eagerly awaits “a glori-
ous resurrection.’] know that for Mom, mortality
worked—and that it works for us too.

God’s work and glory is to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man.The expe-
riences of mortality are part of the journey that
allows us to grow and progress toward thatim-
mortality and eternal life. We were not sent here
to fail but to succeed in God’s plan for us.

As King Benjamin taught: “And moreover,

I would desire that ye should consider on the
blessed and happy state of those that keep the
commandments of God. For behold, they are
blessed in all things, both temporal and spiritual;
and if they hold out faithful to the end they are
received into heaven, that thereby they may dwell
with God in a state of never-ending happiness.’In
other words, mortality works!

I testify that as we receive the ordinances of
the gospel, enter into covenants with God and
then keep those covenants, repent, serve oth-
ers, and endure to the end, we too can have the
assurance and complete trust in the Lord that
mortality works! I testify of Jesus Christ and that
our glorious future with our Heavenly Father is
made possible by the grace and Atonement of the
Savior. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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da anksciau nebuvau patyres ir kokj man sunku
apibudinti.

Jos veidas ir esybé buvo isties stulbinantys!
Prisimenu, kaip pasakiau jai: ,Mama, tu tokia
grazi!®, turédamas omenyje jos dvasine galig ir
grozj. Ji pazvelgé j mane - vélgi nekalbédama.
Pajutau jos meile man ir supratau, kad ji yra
laiminga, i$gydyta nuo zZemisky rtpesciy bei
issukiy ir nekantriai laukia ,,slovingo prikélimo™
Zinau, kad mamai mirtingumas pasiteisino - ir
kad jis pasiteisina ir mums.

Dievo darbas ir §lové - jgyvendinti zmogaus
nemirtinguma ir amzingjj gyvenima.Mirtingojo
gyvenimo patirtys yra dalis kelionés, leidziancios
mums augti ir tobuléti siekiant to nemirtingu-
mo ir amzinojo gyvenimo. Buvome atsiysti ¢ia
ne tam, kad zlugtume, bet tam, kad sékmingai
jgyvendintume Dievo mums skirtg plang.

Kaip moke karalius Benjaminas: ,,Ir be to,
noréciau, kad pagalvotumeét apie palaiminga
ir dziaugsminga biisena ty, kurie vykdo Dievo
jsakymus. Nes $tai, jie laiminami visais dalykais,
tiek laikinaisiais, tiek ir dvasiniais; ir jei jie iSsi-
laiko istikimi iki galo, jie priimami j dangy, kad
gyventy su Dievu niekada nesibaigiancios laimés
busenoje.“Kitaip sakant, mirtingumas pasiteisi-
na!

Liudiju, jog kai priimame Evangelijos apei-
gas, sudarome sandoras su Dievu ir jy laikomeés,
atgailaujame, tarnaujame kitiems ir iStveriame
iki galo, mes galime buti tikri ir visiSkai pasitiketi
Viespaciu, kad mirtingumas pasiteisina! A$ liudi-
ju apie Jézy Kristy ir apie tai, kad masy slovinga
ateitis su Dangiskuoju Tévu tapo jmanoma dél
Gelbétojo malonés ir Apmokéjimo. Jézaus Kris-
taus vardu, amen.
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