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We cannot underestimate the significance of sacred
scriptures both in conversions and in remaining
faithful in the gospel.

My wife, Mary, and I recently saw a T-shirt
with the picture of a book and a message on the
front which read, “Books: The Original Handheld
Device”

I thought about this interesting message and
how significant handheld devices of all kinds
have become. Upon further contemplation, I re-
alized that any device or even one equipped with
artificial intelligence will never be as important
or significant as the spiritual guidance that comes
from divine revelation.

Whether handheld or digital, the Holy Bible
and the Book of Mormon: Another Testament
of Jesus Christ provide spiritual guidance and
teaching from Jesus Christ, the Savior of the
world. We treasure these books for their pro-
found role in documenting God’s direction to
ancient prophets and people and the guidance
they provide for our own personal lives.

Combined with the teachings of living
prophets, these sacred scriptures provide doc-
trinal direction for us in today’s world. These
scriptures are most powerful when they give
instruction, correction,comfort, and consolation
to individuals and families who seek guidance
from the Lord.

The scriptures, combined with spiritual in-
spiration from the Holy Spirit, continue to be the
primary source that facilitates the conversion of
those who have broken hearts and contrite spirit-
sand desire to follow Jesus Christ. The scriptures
help build a foundation that can withstand the
adversary’s constant efforts to undermine faith.

Page1 — Not an official publication

Mes nevaram nenovertet par zemu Svéto Rakstu
nozimi gan pievérsands procesd, gan evangelija
uzticibas saglabasana.

Meés ar sievu Mariju nesen redzéjam T-kreklu
ar gramatas attélu un uzrakstu uz ta: ,Gramatas:
originalas rokas ierices”

Es domaju par $o interesanto véstijumu un
par to, cik nozimigas ir kluvusas dazada veida ro-
kas ierices. Talak pardomajot, es sapratu, ka jeb-
kura jerice vai pat tada, kas aprikota ar maksligo
intelektu, nekad nebis tik svariga vai nozimiga,
ka gariga vadiba, kas nak no dieviskas atklasmes.

Neatkarigi no ta, vai ta ir rokas vai digitala
formata, Bibele un Mormona Gramata: vél viena
lieciba par Jézu Kristu sniedz garigas norades un
macibas no Jézus Kristus, pasaules Glabé&ja. Més
augstu vértéjam $is gramatas to nozimigas lomas
dél, jo tas dokumenté Dieva noradijumus sena-
jiem praviesiem un cilvékiem, ka ari vadlinijam,
ko tas sniedz miisu personigaja dzive.

Apvienojuma ar dzivo pravieSu macibam sie
Svétie Raksti sniedz mums doktrinarus noradi-
jumus miisdienu pasaulé. Siem Svétajiem Raks-
tiem visspécigaka ietekme ir tad, kad tie sniedz
noradijums, pamacibu,atbalstu un mierinajumu
cilvéekiem un gimeném, kas meklé vadibu no Ta
Kunga.

Svétie Raksti kopa ar Svéta Gara garigo
iedvesmu joprojam ir galvenais avots, kas veicina
to cilveku pievérsanos, kuriem ir ,,salauzta sirds
un nozélas pilns gars”un kuri vélas sekot Jézum
Kristum. Svétie Raksti palidz veidot pamatu, kas
spéj izturét pretinieka pastavigos centienus graut
ticibu.
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New converts have blessed and been the
lifeblood of the Church throughout its history.
One example is particularly precious to me.
When I was a young bishop, two marvelous sister
missionarieswere teaching the William Edward
Mussman family. The father, a very capable law-
yer, was general counsel of a major corporation.
His devoted wife, Janet, was helping the family
strive to live a more Christlike life.

Their exceptional son and daughter,both in
their early 20s, were also being taught. All four
had received the lessons and were attending
church. The sister missionaries had emphasized
reading the Book of Mormon and praying for a
testimony of that sacred scripture. Remarkably,
the family prayerfully read the entire Book of
Mormon in a short time.

The stake missionaries, both of whom were
prior ward Relief Society presidents, accompa-
nied them to sacrament meetings.

As the family was nearing baptism, they
received a barrage of literature critical of the
Church. This was before the internet, but the
material filled a large cardboard box.

The sister missionaries invited me as a re-
cently called 34-year-old bishop to help answer
the questions being raised. When we gathered
in their living room, the large box of pamphlets
critical of the Church was in the middle of the
room. I had prayerfully approached this assign-
ment. During the opening prayer, the Spirit
whispered to me, “He already knows it is true”
This was important. The sisters believed that the
rest of the family already had a testimony. They
were unsure about the father.

I immediately informed him that the Spirit
had prompted me that he already had a testimo-
ny. “Was that true?” He looked at me intently and
said that the Spirit had confirmed the truth of the
Book of Mormon and the Church to him.

I then asked whether it would be necessary
to review the pamphlets, if they already had a
spiritual confirmation.

The father replied that it would not be nec-
essary. The rest of the family concurred with his
answer.

He said he did have a significant question:
One reason they had received so much literature
opposing the Church was that they were mem-
bers of another faith. In addition, he had made a
large pledge to help build a new chapel for that
faith. He informed me that the sister missionaries
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Jaunpievérstie ir bijusi par svétibu Baznicai
un bijusi Baznicas dzivibas avots visa tas pastave-
$anas vésturé. Viens piemérs man ir ipasi dargs.
Kad es biju jauns biskaps, divas briniskigas masas
misionaresmacija Viljama Edvarda Mussmana
gimeni. Tévs, loti spéjigs jurists, bija lielas kor-
poracijas galvenais juriskonsults. Vina uzticiga
sieva DZeneta palidzéja gimenei censties dzivot
»Kristum lidzigaku dzivi”.

Tika maciti ari vinu izcilie déls un meita,-
kuriem abiem bija ap 20 gadiem. Visi Cetri bija
piedalijusies nodarbibas un apmekléja baznicu.
Masas misionares bija uzsvérusas Mormona
Gramatas lasi$anu un lagsanu, lai sanemtu
liecibu par $iem Svétajiem Rakstiem. Briniskigi,
ka gimene isa laika ar lag§anam izlasija visu Mor-
mona Gramatu.

Uz Svéta Vakarédiena sapulcém vinus pava-
dija staba misionares, kas ieprieks bija kalpojusas
par biskapijas Palidzibas biedribas prezidentém.

Tuvojoties gimenes kristibam, vini sanéma
par Baznicu kritiskas literataras gizmu. Tas bija
pirms interneta, tacu $ie materiali piepildija lielu
kartona kasti.

Masas misionares uzaicinaja mani, nesen ai-
cinatu 34 gadus vecu biskapu, palidzét atbildét uz
uzdotajiem jautajumiem. Kad més sapulcéjamies
vinu viesistaba, liela kaste ar Baznicu kritizéjo-
$am brosuaram bija novietota istabas vida. Es biju
ar lagSanu pieveérsies $im uzdevumam. Ievada
lagsanas laika Gars man ¢ukstéja: ,,Vins$ jau zina,
ka ta ir patiesiba.” Tas bija svarigi. Masas uzskati-
ja, ka paréjiem gimenes locekliem jau bija lieciba.
Vinas nebija parliecinatas par tévu.

Es nekavéjoties vinam pazinoju, ka Gars man
ir apliecinajis, ka vinam jau ir lieciba. ,Vai ta ir
patiesiba?” Vins vérigi paskatijas uz mani un at-
bildéja, ka Gars vinam ir apstiprinajis Mormona
Gramatas un Baznicas patiesumu.

Tad es jautaju, vai biitu nepieciesams parska-
tit brosras, ja viniem jau ir garigs apstiprina-
jums?

Tevs atbildéja, ka tas nebiis nepieciesams.
Pargjie gimenes locekli piekrita vina atbildei.

Vins teica, ka vinam ir svarigs jautajums:
viens no iemesliem, kapéc vini bija sanémusi tik
daudz literataras, kas bija vérsta pret Baznicu,
bija tas, ka vini bija citas ticibas parstavji. Turklat
vins$ bija devis lielu solijumu, kas palidzés uzcelt
jaunu kapelu $ai ticibai. Vin$ mani informéja, ka
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had taught him about the importance of tithing,
which he gratefully accepted, but he wondered
it it would be wrong to also honor the pledge he
had previously made. I assured him that pay-
ment of the pledge would be both honorable and
appropriate.

The Mussmans with their son, daughter-in-
law, and daughter.

The entire family was baptized. One year
later they were sealed as a family in the Oakland
California Temple. I was privileged to be pres-
ent. The son completed law school, passed the
California Bar Exam, and immediately served a
faithful mission in Japan. I have watched over the
years as the succeeding generations have re-
mained faithful to the gospel. I was privileged to
officiate at the sealing of one of the granddaugh-
ters.

The conversions that are occurring in our
day are equally remarkable. Last June, Coach
Andy Reid, head football coach of the Kansas
City Chiefs,and I, along with othersrepresenting
our faith and other faiths, spoke in a multifaith
event at the Riverside Church in New York City.
Coach Reid emphasized second chances and re-
sponding to invitations and opportunities,which
is what the gospel of Jesus Christ is all about.
The next morning, with our wives, Tammy Reid
and Mary, we attended the sacrament meeting at
the Manhattan Second Ward. It was a spiritual
service. There were many new converts in the
congregation. Five recently baptized members,
four men and one young man, were among the
Aaronic Priesthood members passing the sacra-
ment. I am happy to report that a similar influx
of new members is happening throughout the
Church.

We are grateful for the noticeable increase in
those who respond to sacred invitations, change
their lives, and accept the opportunity to fol-
low Jesus Christ. They enter the covenant path
through faith, repentance, baptism, and confir-
mation as taught in the Holy Bible and the Book
of Mormon.

We cannot underestimate the significance
of sacred scriptures both in conversions and in
remaining faithful in the gospel. The ancient
prophets described in the Book of Mormon knew
about the mission of Jesus Christ and taught
His gospel. The Book of Mormon helps us draw
closer to God as we learn, understand, and apply
its teachings.The Prophet Joseph Smith taught,
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masas misionares vinu bija macijusas par desmi-
tas tiesas nozimi, ko vins ar pateicibu pienéma,
bet vins jautaja, vai nebiitu nepareizi ari ievérot
ieprieks doto solijumu. Es vinam apliecinaju,

ka solijuma maksajums biitu gan godajams, gan
atbilstoss.

Mussmanu gimene ar délu, vedeklu un mei-
tu.

Visi gimenes locekli tika kristiti. Gadu vélak
vini ka gimene tika saistiti Oklendas Kaliforni-
jas templi. Man bija ta privilégija bat klat. Déls
pabeidza jurisprudences augstskolu, nokartoja
Kalifornijas advokattiras eksamenu un nekavéjo-
ties saka uzticigi kalpot misija Japana. Gadu gaita
esmu veérojis, ka nakamas paaudzes ir palikusas
uzticigas evangélijam. Man bija ta privilégija
kalpot vienas vinu mazmeitas saistiSana.

Arl tas pievér$anas, kas noris musu dienas, ir
tikpat ievérojamas. Pagajusa gada jinija Kan-
zassitijas ,,Chiefs” futbola komandas galvenais
treneris Endijs Rids un es kopa ar citiem,kas
parstavéja misu un citas ticibas, uzstajamies
daudzkonfesionala pasakuma Riversaidas bazni-
ca, Nujorka. Treneris Rids uzsvéra otras iespéjas
un atsauksanos aicinajumiem un iespéjam,kas
ir Jézus Kristus evangeélija butiba. Nakamaja rita
kopa ar savam sievam Tammiju Ridu un Mariju
més apmekléjam Svéta Vakarédiena sanaksmi
Manhetenas Otraja draudzé. Tas bija garigs diev-
kalpojums. Draudzé bija daudz jaunpievérsto.
Pieci nesen kristiti draudzes locekli, Cetri viriesi
un viens jaunietis, bija starp tiem Arona prieste-
ribas locekliem, kas pasniedza Svéto Vakarédie-
nu. Ar prieku varu teikt, ka lidzigs jaunu Bazni-
cas loceklu piepladums notiek visa Baznica.

Més esam pateicigi par to, ka ir arvien vairak
to cilveku, kuri atsaucas svétajiem aicinajumiem,
maina savu dzivi un pienem iespé&ju sekot Jézum
Kristum. Vini nostajas uz deribas cela caur ticibu,
gréku nozélu, kristibam un konfirmaciju, ka
macits Bibelé un Mormona Gramata.

Meés nevaram nenoveértét par zemu Svéto
Rakstu nozimi gan pievérsanas procesa, gan
evangeélija uzticibas saglabasana. Mormona
Gramatas senie praviesi zinaja par Jézus Kristus
misiju un macija Vina evangéliju. Mormona
Gramata palidz mums tuvinaties Dievam, ja més
apgulstam, izprotam un piemérojam dzivé taja
ietvertas macibas.Pravietis DZozefs Smits macija,
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“A man [or woman] would get nearer to God
by abiding by [the book’s] precepts, than by any
other book”

To know that the Book of Mormon is the
word of God, we need to read, ponder, and pray
about it and then act according to its precepts.
The prophet Moroni promised that God will
reveal the truth of the book to us as we pray with
a sincere heart, with real intent, and with faith in
Christ.Studying the Book of Mormon is essential
for enduring conversion.

As we contemplate the relationship between
the Bible and the Book of Mormon as handheld
devices, one might ask a question. How useful
and complementary do you think two books
would be if the Lord declared they would be
joined together and “become one in thine hand”?
That is what the Lord declared concerning the
“stick of Judah,” the Bible, and the “stick of Jo-
seph,” the Book of Mormon.

In many significant respects, the Book of
Mormon provides fundamental doctrine that
enhances and builds upon the Bible. The doctrine
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ is a profound
example.

The Bible provides an accurate account of the
mortal ministry of Jesus Christ, including His
death and Resurrection. The Book of Mormon
is more explicit about the Atonement of Jesus
Christ,something prophets explained in detail
prior to His death.

The heading toAlma chapter 42reflects the
doctrinal significance of the Atonement of Jesus
Christ.

It reads: “Mortality is a probationary time to
enable man to repent and serve God—The Fall
brought temporal and spiritual death upon all
mankind—Redemption comes through repen-
tance—God Himself atones for the sins of the
world—Mercy is for those who repent—All
others are subject to God’s justice—Mercy comes
because of the Atonement—Only the truly peni-
tent are saved.”

President Russell M. Nelson has said, “I
promise that as you prayerfully study the Book of
Mormonevery day, you will make better deci-
sions—every day.” He also promises that if “you
daily immerse yourself in the Book of Mormon,
you can be immunized against the evils of the
day”

As I mentioned, I was impressed with the
concept of the original handheld device—a book.
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ka ,cilvéks, dzivojot péc [$is gramatas] noradiju-
miem, noklis tuvak Dievam, neka péc jebkuras
citas gramatas”.

Lai zinatu, ka Mormona Gramata ir Dieva
vards, mums ta ir jalasa, japardoma un jaladz par
to, un tad jarikojas saskana ar tas prieksrakstiem.
Pravietis Moronijs apsolija, ka Dievs mums atklas
patiesibu par $o gramatu, ja més ltgsim sirsnigi,
ar patiesu nolaku un ticibu Kristum.Mormona
Gramatas studésanai ir iz§kiro$a loma taja, lai
cilvéks pieredzétu paliekosu pievérsanos.

Pardomajot, ka Bibele un Mormona Gramata
ir saistitas ka parnésajamas ierices, var uzdot jau-
tajumu. Ka jas domajat, cik noderigas un papildi-
nosas butu $is divas gramatas, ja Tas Kungs batu
pazinojis, ka tas tiks ,,savienotas kopa” un ,,klas
par vienu tava roka”? Tas ir tas, ko Tas Kungs
pasludinaja attieciba uz ,,Judas vézdu”, Bibeli, un
»Jazepa vézdu”, Mormona Gramatu.

Daudzos nozimigos aspektos Mormona Gra-
mata sniedz fundamentalu macibu, kas uzlabo
un papildina Bibeli. Spécigs piemérs tam ir maci-
ba par Jézus Kristus istenoto Izpirksanu.

Bibele sniedz precizu aprakstu par Jézus
Kristus mirstigo kalpo$anu, tostarp par Vina
navi un Augsamcel$anos. Mormona Gramata ir
skaidrak aprakstita Jézus Kristus istenota Izpirk-
$ana,ko praviesi detalizéti izskaidroja pirms Vina
naves.

Almas 42. nodalaskopsavilkums atspogulo
Jézus Kristus istenotas Izpirksanas doktrinaro
nozimi.

Taja teikts: ,Mirstiga dzive ir parbaudes
laiks, lai dotu iespéju cilvékam nozélot grékus un
kalpot Dievam. KriSana atnesa laicigo un gari-
go navi visai cilvécei. Pestiana nak caur gréku
nozélosanu. Dievs pats izpérk pasaules grékus.
7élastiba ir tiem, kas noZélo grékus. Visi citi tiek
paklauti Dieva tiesai. Zélastiba nak Izpirk$anas
dél. Tikai tas, kas patiesi nozélojis grékus, tiek
izglabts”

Prezidents Rasels M. Nelsons teica: ,,Es
apsolu, kaik dienultidzot un studéjot Mormona
Gramatu, jusik dienupienemsiet arvien labakus
lemumus.” Vins ar apsola, ka, ,,ik dienas iedzili-
noties Mormona Gramatas macibas, jis varésiet
iegit imunitati pret $o laiku launumu”.

Ka jau minéju, mani parsteidza originalas
rokas ierices — gramatas — koncepcija. Tomér es
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However, I recognize the incredible significance
of the internet in the world today. One modern
handheld device can provide the information
that historically has filled a major library. We

are grateful to live in such a time as this. I am
particularly grateful that it allows sacred books
and Church materials to be available digitally.
The internet is a powerful tool for studying the
gospel.Today, many people share scriptures with
friends using technology. TheBook of Mormon
app, for example, is a wonderful way to introduce
friends to the Book of Mormon and can easily be
shared in normal and natural ways wherever you
may be.

While the internet provides many blessings,
unfortunately, like the written pamphlets critical
of the Church I described earlier, it has also been
used to create doubt and undermine faith in pre-
cious gospel principles. It can be part of the “evils
of the day” that President Nelson mentioned.

The adversary and those who assist him,
knowingly or unwittingly, have created on the
internet the equivalent of the box full of written
material critical of the Church I described earlier,
intended to draw you away from God’s truth.

The issues raised to create doubt over the
years have been remarkably similar. This is espe-
cially true when you compare our day with the
1960s, when I was in my 20s.

The scriptures teach us to use judgment and
be wise in all things. The internet can be used in
a positive way or a destructive way.

Both long-term members and those new-
ly studying the gospel need to be intentional
about what they view. Do not entertain immor-
al, dishonest, or unrighteous material. If you
do, algorithms can lead you down a path that
destroys faith and impairs your eternal progres-
sion. You can be acted upon positively or nega-
tively. Seek righteousness and avoid dark internet
rabbit holes and doomscrolling.Fill your life with
positive, righteous ideas; be joyful; have fun but
avoid foolishness. There is a difference. Thethir-
teenth article of faithis a marvelous guide. Above
all, immerse yourself regularly in the Book of
Mormon, which will draw the Spirit into your life
and help you discern truth from error.

My counsel for those who have in any way
deviated from the covenant path is to return to
the sacred scriptures, prophetic guidance, reli-
gious observance in the home, and the music of
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apzinos interneta neiedomajamo nozimi mis-
dienu pasaulé. Viena miusdieniga rokas ierice
var sniegt informaciju, kas agrak piepilditu lielu
bibliotéku. Més esam pateicigi, ka dzivojam sada
laika. Es esmu ipasi pateicigs, ka tas lauj své-
tajam gramatam un Baznicas materialiem bt
pieejamiem digitala formata. Internets ir spécigs
instruments evangélija studijam.Musdienas
daudzi cilvéki, izmantojot tehnologijas, dalas
Svétajos Rakstos ar draugiem. Pieméram,Mor-
mona Gramatas lietotneir briniskigs veids, ka
iepazistinat draugus ar Mormona Gramatu, un ar
to var viegli dalities parastos un dabiskos veidos,
lai kur jus atrastos.

Lai gan internets sniedz daudzas svétibas,
diemzél, lidzigi ka ieprieks minétas brosiras, kas
kritizé Baznicu, tas tiek izmantots ar, lai raditu
$aubas un iedragatu ticibu vértigajiem evangélija
principiem. Tas var bt dala no prezidenta Nelso-
na pieminéta ,,misdienu Jaunuma”

Pretinieks un tie, kas vinam palidz, apzi-
nati vai neapzinati ir izveidojusi interneta tadu
pasu kasti, ko aprakstiju ieprieks, kas ir pilna ar
rakstiskiem materialiem, kuri kritizé Baznicu un
kuru mérkis ir novérst jas no Dieva patiesibas.

Jautajumi, kas gadu gaita ir radijusi Saubas, ir
bijusi loti lidzigi. Ipasi, ja salidzina musdienas ar
60. gadiem, kad man bija 20 gadu.

Svétie Raksti maca mis spriest un bt
gudriem visas lietas. Internetu var izmantot gan
pozitiva, gan destruktiva veida.

Gan ilggadéjiem Baznicas locekliem, gan
tiem, kas tikko sakusi studét evangéliju, ir ap-
zinati japievérs uzmaniba tam, ko vini skatas.
Neaplikojiet amoralu, negodigu vai netaisnigu
saturu. Ja jus to darisiet, algoritmi var vest jas
pa celu, kas iznicina ticibu un kavé jisu mazigo
progresu. Uz jums var iedarboties pozitivi vai
negativi. Meklgjiet taisnigumu un izvairieties no
tumsam interneta ,,trusa alam” un negativo zinu
meklésanas.Piepildiet savu dzivi ar pozitivam,
taisnigam idejam, esiet priecigi, izklaidéjieties,
bet izvairieties no mulkibam. Starp to ir atskiri-
ba.13. ticibas apliecinajumsir briniskigs celvedis.
Pats galvenais, regulari gremdgjieties Mormona
Gramata, kas ieaicinas Garu jisu dzivé un pali-
dzés jums atskirt patiesibu no maldiem.

Tiem, kas jebkada veida ir novirzijusies no
deribas cela, es iesaku atgriezties pie Svétajiem
Rakstiem, pravietiskam noradém, religisko
ritualu ievérosanas majas un ticibas miuzikas.
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faith. Every soul is preciousto the Lord.We need
you! The Lord needs you, and you need Him!
You will always be welcome. During my many
years of Church service, I have cherished the
wonderful people who returned to the covenant
path and then served and blessed everyone they
loved or with whom they came in contact.

The sacred scriptures and living prophets are
a major way a loving Heavenly Father makes His
plan of happiness available to all His children.

I bear my sure witness of the divinity of Jesus
Christ and the reality of His Atonement, in the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Page 6 — Not an official publication

Katra dvésele ir darga Tam Kungam.Jis mums
esat vajadzigi! Tam Kungam jis esat vajadzigi, un
Vins ir vajadzigs jums! Jas vienmeér basiet laipni
gaiditi. Savas ilggadéjas Baznicas kalposanas
laika esmu glabajis atmina briniskigus cilvéekus,
kuri ir atgriezusies uz deribas cela un péc tam
kalpojusi, un svétijusi ikvienu, ko vini miléja vai
ar ko nonaca saskarsme.

Svétie Raksti un dzivi praviesi ir galvenais
veids, ka milo$ais Debesu Tévs dara Savu laimes
ieceri pieejamu visiem Saviem bérniem.

Es nesaubigi liecinu par Jézus Kristus die-
viskumu un Izpirksanas istenumu Jézus Kristus
Varda, amen.
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