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Let us not wait for things to get hard before turn-
ing to God. Let us not wait until the end of our
mortal lives to truly repent.

I testify of a loving Heavenly Father. In the
April 2019 general conference, moments after I
was sustained in my new responsibility as a Gen-
eral Authority Seventy, the choir sang a rendition
of “I Stand All Amazed” that pierced my heart
and soul.

I marvel that he would descend from his
throne divine

To rescue a soul so rebellious and proud as
mine,

That he should extend his great love unto
such as I,

Sufficient to own, to redeem, and to justify.

As I heard those words, I was all amazed. I
felt that despite my inadequacies and flaws, the
Lord blessed me to know that “in his strength I
can do all things”

The common feeling of inadequacy, weak-
ness, or even unworthiness is something with
which many of us sometimes struggle. I still
struggle with this; I felt it the day I was called. I
have felt it many times, and I still feel it right now
speaking to you. However, I have learned that I
am not alone with these feelings. In fact, there
are many accounts in the scriptures of those who
seem to have felt similar feelings. For example,
we remember Nephi as a faithful and valiant
servant of the Lord. At times, even he struggled
with feelings of unworthiness, weakness, and
inadequacy.

He said: “Notwithstanding the great good-
ness of the Lord, in showing me his great and
marvelous works, my heart exclaimeth: O

Page1 — Not an official publication

Negaidisim, lidz klist pavisam griiti, pirms ver-
sties pie Dieva! Negaidisim lidz savas mirstigas
dzives beigam, lai patiesi noZélotu grékus.

Es liecinu par miloso Debesu Tévu. 2019.
gada aprila visparéja konferencé, uzreiz péc tam,
kad es tiku atbalstits sava jaunaja pienakuma
par Augstako pilnvaroto — Septindesmito, koris
izpildija dziesmu ,,AKk, tas ir brinums man!”, kas
iedaras man sirdi un dvéselé.

»Es brinos, ka dievisko troni Vins$ atstaja,

Lai dumpiga dvésele mana top izglabta,
Ka mil mani Jézus pat vairak ka dzivibu,

Lai izpirktu grékus un mieru man davatu.”

Dzirdot Sos vardus, es biju loti parsteigts. Es
sajutu, ka, neskatoties uz manam nepilnibam un
trikumiem, Tas Kungs mani svéta ar zinasanam,
ka ,Vina spéka es varu darit visu”.

Daudzi no mums dazkart cinas ar plasi
sastopamajam izjitam, ka nejitamies gana labi,
jutamies vaji vai pat mazvértigi. Es vél arvien
cinos ar $Im izjitam — es tas izjutu ari diena, kad
mani aicinja. Es biezi tas esmu jutis un jatu tas
ari tagad, runajot ar jums. Tomér es esmu uzzina-
jis, ka es tads neesmu vienigais. Patiesiba Svétajos
Rakstos ir daudz pierakstu par cilvékiem, kuri,
skiet, jutas lidzigi. Pieméram, més atceramies
Nefiju ka uzticamu un varonigu Ta Kunga kalpu.
Reizém pat vins cinijas ar necieniguma, vajuma
un nepiemeérotibas izjitu.

Vins teica: ,Neskatoties uz Ta Kunga lielo
labestibu, paradot man Savus lielos un brinumai-
nos darbus, mana sirds izsaucas: Ak, es nozéloja-
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wretched man that I am! Yea, my heart sorroweth
because of my flesh; my soul grieveth because of
mine iniquities.”

The Prophet Joseph Smith spoke of often
feeling “condemned,” in his youth, “for [his]
weakness and imperfections.”But Joseph's feel-
ings of inadequacy and worry were part of what
led him to ponder, study, learn, and pray. As you
may remember, he went to pray in the grove near
his home to find truth, peace, and forgiveness.
He heard the Lord say: “Joseph, my son, thy sins
are forgiven thee. Go thy way, walk in my stat-
utes, and keep my commandments. Behold, I am
the Lord of Glory. I was crucified for the world
that all those who believe on my name may have
eternal life”

Joseph'’s sincere desire to repent and seek the
salvation of his soul helped him come to Jesus
Christ and receive forgiveness of his sins. This
continuous effort opened the door to the con-
tinuing Restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

This remarkable experience of the Prophet
Joseph Smith illustrates how feelings of weakness
and inadequacy can help us recognize our fallen
nature. If we are humble, this will help us come
to recognize our dependence upon Jesus Christ
and stir within our hearts a sincere desire to turn
to the Savior and repent of our sins.

My friends, repentance is joy!Sweet repen-
tance is part of a daily process through which,
“line upon line, precept upon precept,’the Lord
teaches us to live a life centered in His teachings.
Like Joseph and Nephi, we can “cry unto [God]
for mercys; for he is mighty to save”He can fulfill
any righteous desire or longing and can heal any
wound in our lives.

In the Book of Mormon: Another Testament
of Jesus Christ, you and I can find countless ac-
counts of individuals who learned how to come
unto Christ through sincere repentance.

I'd like to share with you an example of the
tender mercies of the Lord through an experi-
ence that occurred in my beloved home island of
Puerto Rico.

It was in my hometown of Ponce that a sister
in the Church, Célia Cruz Ayala, decided that she
was going to give a Book of Mormon to a friend.
She wrapped it and went to deliver this gift, more
precious to her than diamonds or rubies, she
said.On her way, a thief approached her, grabbed
her purse, and ran away with the special gift
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mais cilvéks! Ja, mana sirds bédajas manas miesas
dél; mana dvésele skumst manu nekrietnibu dél”

Pravietis DZozefs Smits runaja par to, ka
biezi jauniba jutas ,,nosodi[ts] par savam vajibam
un triakumiem” Tomér DZozefa nepilnibas izjita
un raizes bija dala no ta, kas vedinaja vinu pie
pardomam, pétisanas, macisanas un lagsanas. Ka
jus, iespéjams, atceraties, vin$ devas lagt uz birzi
netalu no savam majam, lai rastu patiesibu, mie-
ru un piedosanu. Vins dzirdéja To Kungu sakam:
»Dzozef, mans déls, tavi gréki ir tev piedoti. Do-
dies savas gaitas, staiga Manos likumos un ievéro
Manus bauslus. Lk, Es esmu Godibas Kungs. Es
tiku sists krusta par pasauli, lai visiem tiem, kas
ticés Manam Vardam, varétu bat maziga dzive”

Dzozefa sirsniga vélme nozélot grékus un
rast savas dveéseles glabsanu palidzéja vinam nakt
pie Jézus Kristus un sanemt savu gréku piedosa-
nu. Sie nepartrauktie centieni pavéra iespéju ne-
partrauktai Jézus Kristus evangélija atjauno$anai.

Si praviesa Dzozefa Smita brinumaina piere-
dze parada, ka vajuma un nepiemérotibas izjutas
var mums palidzét atpazit savu krituso stavokli.
Ja més esam pazemigi, tas mums palidzés atpazit
musu atkaribu no Jézus Kristus un uzjundis
musu sirdi neviltotu vélmi vérsties pie Glabé&ja un
nozeélot grékus.

Mani draugi, gréku nozélosana ir priekpilns
process!Salda gréku nozélosana ir dala no ikdie-
nas procesa, caur kuru ,,rindinu péc rindinas,
prieksrakstu péc prieksraksta’Tas Kungs mums
maca dzivot Vina macibas balstitu dzivi. Tapat ka
Dzozefs un Nefijs, més varam ,,piesau[kt] [Die-
vu], lai apzélojas, jo Vinam ir spéks izglabt” Vins
var piepildit jebkuru taisnigu vélmi vai ilgas un
var izdziedét jebkuru rétu masu dzive.

»Mormona Gramata: Vél viena lieciba par
Jézu Kristu” més ar jums varam atrast neskaita-
mus stastus par cilvékiem, kuri uzzinaja, ka nakt
pie Kristus caur sirsnigu gréku nozélu.

Vélos dalities ar jums pieméra par Ta Kunga
sirsnigo zélastibu, izmantojot pieredzi, kas atga-
dijas mana milaja, dzimtaja Puertoriko sala.

Mana dzimtaja pilséta Ponsé kada musu Baz-
nicas masa, Silija Krtiza Ajala, noléma, ka vina
uzdavinas Mormona Gramatu savam draugam.
Vina to iesainoja un devas pasniegt davanu, kas,
izsakoties vinas vardiem, vinas skatljuma bija
vértigaka par dimantiem un rubiniem.Cela vinai
pieskréja zaglis, izrava sominu un aizskréja ar
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inside.

When she told this story at church, her
friend said, “Who knows? Maybe this was your
opportunity to share the gospel!”

Well, a few days later, do you know what
happened? Célia received a letter. I hold that
letter, which Célia sharedwith me, in my hand
today. It says:

“Mrs. Cruz:

“Forgive me, forgive me. You will never know
how sorry I am for attacking you. But because
of it, my life has changed and will continue to
change.

“That book [the Book of Mormon] has
helped me in my life. The dream of that man of
God has shaken me. ... I am returning your five
[dollars,] for I can’t spend them. I want you to
know that you seemed to have a radiance about
you. That light seemed to stop me [from harming
you, so] I ran away instead.

“I want you to know that you will see me
again, but when you do, you won't recognize me,
for I will be your brother. ... Here, where I live,

I have to find the Lord and go to the church you
belong to.

“The message you wrote in that book
brought tears to my eyes. Since Wednesday night
I have not been able to stop reading it. I have
prayed and asked God to forgive me [and] I ask
you to forgive me. ... I thought your wrapped gift
was something I could sell. [Instead,] it has made
me want to [change] my life. ... Forgive me, for-
give me, I beg you.

“Your absent friend.”

Brothers and sisters, the light of the Savior
can reach us all, no matter our circumstances.

“It is not possible for you to sink lower than the
infinite light of Christ’s Atonement shines,” said
President Jeffrey R. Holland.

As for the unintended recipient of Célia’s
gift, the Book of Mormon, this brother went on
to witness more of the Lord’s mercy. Although it
took time for this brother to forgive himself, he
found joy in repentance. What a miracle! One
faithful sister, one Book of Mormon, sincere re-
pentance, and the Savior’s power led to the enjoy-
ment of the fulness of blessings of the gospel and
sacred covenants in the house of the Lord.Other
family members followed and accepted sacred
responsibilities in the Lord’s vineyard, including
full-time missionary service.
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visu vértigo davanu.

Kad vina $o stastu pastastija Baznica, vinas
draudzene teica: ,,Kas zina? Varbat $1 bija tava
iespéja dalities evangelija!”

Vai zinat, kas notika péc dazam dienam? Sili-
ja sanéma veéstuli. Es turu $o veéstuli, kura Silija ar
mani dalijas, sava roka. Taja rakstits:

»Kruzas kundze:

Piedodiet! Piedodiet! Jus nekad neuzzinasiet,
cik Joti es nozéloju, ka jums uzbruku. Tacu §
notikuma iespaida mana dzive ir mainijusies un
turpinas mainities.

Ta gramata [Mormona Gramata] man dzivé
ir palidzéjusi. Ta viriesa sapnis par Dievu ir mani
sapurinajis. ... Es atgriezu jasu piecus dolarus,
jo es nespéju tos iztérét. Es vélos, lai jis zinatu,
ka jums, skiet, piemit mirdzums. Ta gaisma skita
apturam mani, [lai es nedaritu jums pari], tapéc
es ta vieta aizbégu.

Es vélos, lai jus zinatu, ka jiis mani atkal
satiksiet, bet, kad tas notiks, jis mani nepazisiet,
jo es bisu jisu bralis. ... Seit, kur es dzivoju, man
jaatrod Tas Kungs un jadodas uz to Baznicu,
kurai jus esat piederiga.

Véstijums, ko jis ierakstijat taja gramata, lika
acis sariesties asaram. Kops tresdienas vakara
es neesmu spéjis parstat to lasit. Es esmu ladzis
un prasijis, lai Dievs man piedod, [un] es ladzu
jus man piedot. ... Es domaju, ka jisu iesainota
davana bas kaut kas, ko es varésu pardot. [Ta
vieta] ta ir likusi man véléties mainit savu dzivi.
... Piedodiet! Piedodiet, es ladzu!

Jasu draugs no talienes.”

Brali un masas, Glabéja gaisma var aizsnieg-
ties lidz ikvienam no mums, neatkarigi no masu
apstakliem. ,Nav iespéjams, ka jiis nogrimtu
tada dzelmé, kur neiespidétu Kristus bezgaligas
Izpirk$anas gaisma,” teica prezidents Dzefrijs R.
Holands.

Kas attiecas uz Silijas davanas — Mormona
Gramatas — netiSo sanémeéju, $is bralis kluva
par liecinieku vél lielakai Ta Kunga zélastibai.
Lai gan pagaja laiks, lidz §is bralis sev piede-
va, vins rada prieku gréku nozélosana. Kas par
brinumu! Viena uzticiga masa, viena Mormona
Gramata, sirsniga gréku nozéla un Glabéja spéks
lava izbaudit evangeélija un svéto deribu svétibu
pilnibu Ta Kunga nama.Tam sekoja ari citi gime-
nes locekli, kuri uznémas svétos pienakumus Ta
Kunga vina darza, tostarp pilna laika misionaru
kalposanu.
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As we come unto Jesus Christ, our path of
sincere repentance will eventually lead us to the
Savior’s holy temple.

What a righteous motive to strive to be
clean—to be worthy of the fulness of the bless-
ings made possible by our Heavenly Father
and His Son through sacred temple covenants!
Serving regularly in the house of the Lord and
striving to keep the sacred covenants we make
there will increase both our desire and our ability
to experience the change of heart, might, mind,
and soul necessary for us to become more like
our Savior. President Russell M. Nelson has tes-
tified: “Nothing will open the heavensmore[than
worshipping in the temple]. Nothing!”

My dear friends, do you feel inadequate? Do
you feel unworthy? Are you second-guessing
yourself? Perhaps you might worry and ask: Do I
measure up? Is it too late for me? Why do I keep
failing when I am trying my absolute best?

Brothers and sisters, surely we will make
mistakes in our lives along the way. But please
remember that, as Elder Gerrit W. Gong has
taught: “Our Savior’s Atonement is infinite and
eternal. Each of us strays and falls short. We may,
for a time, lose our way. God lovingly assures us
[that] no matter where we are or what we have
done, there is no point of no return. He waits
ready to embrace us”

As my dear wife, Cari Lu, has also taught me,
we all need to repent, rewind, and reset the time
to “zero oclock” every single day.

Obstacles will come. Let us not wait for
things to get hard before turning to God. Let us
not wait until the end of our mortal lives to truly
repent. Instead, let us now, no matter which part
of the covenant path we are on, focus on the re-
demptive power of Jesus Christ and on Heavenly
Father’s desire for us to return to Him.

The Lord’s house, His holy scriptures, His
holy prophets and apostles inspire us to strive
towards personal holiness through the doctrine
of Christ.

And Nephi said: “And now, behold, my be-
loved brethren, this is the way; and there is none
other way nor name given under heaven whereby
man [and woman] can be saved in the kingdom
of God. And now, behold, this is the doctrine
of Christ, and the only and true doctrine of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

Our process of “at-one-ment” with God may
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Kad més nakam pie Jézus Kristus, masu
patiesas gréku nozélosanas cel$ mas ar laiku aiz-
vedis lidz Glabéja svétajam templim.

Cik ta ir taisniga motivacija — censties bt
tiram, bt cienigam sanemt to svétibu pilnibu,
ko maisu Debesu Tévs un Vina Déls piedava caur
svétam templa deribam! Ja més regulari kalposim
Ta Kunga nama un tieksimies ievérot tas svétas
deribas, ko tur noslédzam, pieaugs gan miisu
vélme, gan misu spéja piedzivot tadas sirds,
spéka, prata un dvéseles parmainas, kas nepie-
cieSamas, lai més klutu lidzigaki masu Glabéjam.
Prezidents Rasels M. Nelsons ir liecindjis: ,Nekas
neatdaris debesisvél lielaka méra[ka pieliagsme
templi]. Nekas!”

Mani dargie draugi, vai jis nejutaties pietie-
kami spéjigi? Vai jutaties necienigi? Vai apSaubat
sevi? Varbit jus raizéjaties un vaicajat: Vai esmu
gana labs? Vai nav jau par vélu? Kapéc man aiz-
vien neizdodas, pat ja daru labako, ko varu?

Brali un masas, skaidrs, ka més dzivée sad
un tad kladisimies. Bet, ladzu, atcerieties to, ko
macija elders Gerits V. Gongs: ,,Musu Glabéja is-
tenota Izpirksana ir bezgaliga un muziga. Ikviens
no mums kadreiz nomaldas vai cie$ neveiksmi.
Meés varam uz kadu laiku nomaldities no cela.
Dievs mums milosi apliecina: lai kur més $o-
brid atrastos un lai ko més butu nodarijusi, més
vienmér varésim atgriezties. Vins gaida, lai mas
ieskautu.”

Ka man ir macijusi mana darga sieva Kari
Lu, mums visiem katru dienu ir janozélo, japatin
atpakal un jaiestata laiks uz ,,nullto stundu”.

Skérsli bits. Negaidisim, lidz kldst pavisam
gruti, pirms vérsties pie Dieva! Negaidisim lidz
savas mirstigas dzives beigam, lai patiesi nozélotu
grékus. Ta vieta jau tagad, neatkarigi no ta, kura
deribu cela posma atrodamies, koncentrésimies
uz Jézus Kristus pestisanas spéku un Debesu
Teéva vélmi, lai més atgrieztos pie Vina.

Ta Kunga nams, Vina Svétie Raksti, Vina
svétie praviesi un apustuli iedvesmo mis tiekties
uz personigo svétumu caur Kristus macibu.

Un Nefijs teica: ,,Un tagad, mani milotie
brali, $is ir tas cel$; un nav neviena cita cela vai
varda, dota zem debesim, ar ko cilvéks var tikt
izglabts Dieva valstiba. Un tagad, lak, §i ir Kristus
maciba un vieniga un patiesa Téva un Déla, un
Svéta Gara ... maciba.”

Misu ,vienotibas” process ar Dievu var skist

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Alvarado-October 2024-English/Latvian

feel challenging. But you and I can pause, be still,
look to the Savior, and seek to find and act on
what Hewould have us change. If we do so with
tull intent, we will witness His healing. And think
of how our posterity will be blessed as we em-
brace the Lord’s gift of repentance!

The Master Potter, taught my dad, will mold
and refine us, which can be difficult. Nonetheless,
the Master Healer will also cleanse us. I have
experienced and continue to experience that
healing power. I testify that it comes through
faith in Jesus Christ and daily repentance.

Oh, it is wonderful that he should care for
me

Enough to die for me!

I testify of God’s love and of the infinite
power of His Son’s Atonement. We can feel it
profoundly as we sincerely and wholeheartedly
repent.

My friends, I am a witness of the glorious
Restoration of the gospel through the Prophet
Joseph Smith and the current divine guidance of
the Savior through His prophet and mouthpiece,
President Russell M. Nelson. I know Jesus Christ
lives and that He is the Master Healer of our
souls. I know and I testify that these things are
true, in the holy name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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izaicino$s. Tacu jiis un es varam apstaties, but
miera, raudzities uz Glabé&ju un censties uzzinat,
ko Vins$ veélas, lai més izmainitu, un tad to iz-
mainit. Ja més ta darisim ar patiesu noliku, més
piedzivosim Vina dziedinasanu. Un padomajiet,
ka misu pécnacéji tiks svétiti, kad més pienem-
sim Ta Kunga gréku nozélo$anas davanu!

Podnieku Podnieks, ka macija mans tétis,
veidos un pilnveidos mis, kas var but grati.
Tomeér dziednieku Dziednieks ms ari attiris. Es
esmu pieredzgjis $o dziedinoso spéku un turpinu
to pieredzét. Es liecinu, ka tas tiek sanemts caur
ticibu Jézum Kristum un ikdienas gréku nozélo-
Sanu.

»AK, tas ir brinums man, ka mil tik loti Vins,

Lai mirtu manis del!”

Es liecinu par Dieva milestibu un par Vina
Déla Izpirksanas bezgaligo spéku. Més to varam
spécigi izjust, ja patiesi un pilnigi nozélojam
grékus.

Mani draugi, es esmu liecinieks briniskigajai
evangeélija Atjaunos$anai caur pravieti Dzozefu
Smitu un pasreizéjai dieviskajai Glabéja vadibai
caur Vina pravieti un gribas paudéju preziden-
tu Raselu M. Nelsonu. Es zinu, ka Jézus Kristus
dzivo un ka Vin$ ir masu dvéselu Dziednieks. Es
zinu un es liecinu, ka §s lietas ir patiesas, Jézus
Kristus svétaja Varda, amen.
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