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Following the Lord’s will in our life will enable us
to find the most precious pearl in the world—the
kingdom of heaven.

On a certain occasion, the Savior spoke of
a merchant man who was searching for “goodly
pearls” During the merchant man’s search, he
found one “of great price” However, in order to
acquire the magnificent pearl, this man had to
sell all his possessions, which he promptly and
joyfully did.

Through this short and thoughtful parable,
the Savior beautifully taught that the kingdom
of heavenis likened unto a priceless pearl, truly
the most precious treasure that should be desired
over all else. The fact that the merchant instantly
sold all his possessions to obtain that valuable
pearl clearly indicates that we should align our
mind and desires with the will of the Lordand
willingly do everything we can during our mortal
journeyto attain the eternal blessings of God’s
kingdom.

To be worthy of this great reward, we cer-
tainly need, among other things, to give our
best effort to set aside all self-centered pursuits
and abandon any entanglement that holds us
back from full commitment to the Lord and His
higher and holier ways. The Apostle Paul refers
to these sanctifying pursuits as “hav[ing] the
mind of Christ”’As exemplified by Jesus Christ,
this means “[doing] always those things that
please [the Lord]”in our lives, or as some people
say nowadays, this is “doing what works for the
Lord”

In a gospel sense, “[doing] always those
things that please [the Lord]” relates to submit-
ting our will to His will. The Savior thoughtfully
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Sekojot Ta Kunga gribai sava dzive, més varésim
atrast visdargako peérli pasaule — debesu valstibu.

Kada reizé Glabéjs runaja par tirgotaju, kurs$
mekléja ,dargas pérles”. Mekléjot tirgotajs atrada
vienu ,,seviski dargu” pérli. Tomér, lai iegitu
kragno pérli, $im cilvékam nacas pardot visu
savu Ipasumu, ko vin$ nekavéjoties un ar prieku
izdarfja.

Saja isaja un pardomataja lidziba Glabéjs
dailskanigi macija, ka debesu valstibair pielidzi-
nama nenovértéjamai pérlei, patiesi vislielaka-
jam dargumam, ko vajadzétu véléties vairak par
visu citu. Tas, ka tirgotajs uzreiz pardeva visu
savu Ipasumu, lai iegtitu So vértigo pérli, skaidri
norada uz to, ka mums ir japieskano savs prats
un vélmes Ta Kunga gribaiun labpratigi jadara
viss, ko vien sava mirstigaja cela spéjam,lai iegttu
muzigas svétibas Dieva valstiba.

Lai més butu §is lielas balvas cienigi, mums,
cita starpa, noteikti ir no visa spéka jacensas
atmest visus savus egocentriskos centienus un
atteikties no jebkadam saistibam, kas mas attur
no pilnigas nodo$anas Tam Kungam un Vina
augstakajiem un svétakajiem celiem. Apustu-
lis Pavils Sos svétdarisanas centienus dévé par
»Kristus prata atzianu”Saskana ar Jézus Kristus
pieméru — tas musu dzivé nozimé ,,[darit vien-
mér] to, kas [Tam Kungam] patikams’, vai, ka
dazi masdienas saka, tas nozimé — ,,darfit to, kas
Tam Kungam $kiet labakais”.

»[Darit vienmeér] to, kas [Tam Kungam]
patikams” — evangeélija izpratné saistas ar masu
gribas paklausanu Vina gribai. Glabéjs pardomati
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taught the importance of this principle while
instructing His disciples:

“For I came down from heaven, not to do
mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

“And this is the Father’s will which hath sent
me, that of all which he hath given me I should
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the
last day.

“And this is the will of him that sent me, that
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on
him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise
him up at the last day”

The Savior achieved a perfect and divine level
of submission to the Father by allowing His will
to be swallowed up in the Father’s will. He once
said, “And he that sent me is with me: the Father
hath not left me alone; for I do always those
things that please him.”In teaching the Prophet
Joseph Smith about the anguish and agonies of
the Atonement, the Savior said:

“For behold, I, God, have suffered these
things for all, that they might not suffer if they
would repent; ...

“Which suffering caused myself, even God,
the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and
to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body
and spirit—and would that I might not drink the
bitter cup, and shrink—

“Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I
partook and finished my preparations unto the
children of men.”

During our sojourn in mortality, we often
wrestle with what we think we know, what we
think is best, and what we assume works for us,
as opposed to comprehending what Heavenly
Father actually knows, what is eternally best,
and what absolutely works for children within
His plan. This great wrestle can become very
complex, especially considering the prophecies
contained in the scriptures for our day: “This
know also, that in the last days ... men shall be
lovers of their own selves, ...lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God.”

One sign that indicates fulfillment of this
prophecy is the current growing trend in the
world, adopted by so many, of people becoming
consumed with themselves and constantly pro-
claiming, “No matter what, I live my own truth
or I do what works for me” As Paul the Apostle
said, they “seek their own, not the things which
are Jesus Christ’s.” This way of thinking is often
justified as being “authentic” by those who in-
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macija par $1 principa nozimigumu, macot Savus
maceklus:
,»Jo Es esmu no debesim nacis, lai daritu, ne-
vis ko Es gribu, bet ko grib Tas, kas Mani sutijis,
bet ta ir Mana sttitaja griba, lai no visa, ko
Vins Man devis, Es nenieka nezaudétu, bet to
celtu augsa — pastara diena.

Jo tada ir Mana Téva griba, lai ikvienam, kas
skata Délu un Vinam tic, bitu maziga dziviba un
Es vinu celtu augsa pastara diena.”

Glabéjs istenoja pilnigu un dievisku pakla-
vibu Tévam, laujot, lai Vina griba saplistu Téva
griba.Vins reiz teica: ,,Un, kas Mani ir sutijis, ir ar
Mani. Vin$ Mani nav atstajis vienu, jo, kas Vinam
labpatik, to Es daru vienumér”’Macot pravietim
Dzozefam Smitam par Izpirksanas cieSanam un
mokam, Glabgjs teica:

»Jo ik, Es, Dievs, esmu izcietis tas par vi-
siem, lai vini varétu neciest, ja tie nozélos grékus;

§1s cieSanas lika Man, tie$i Dievam, lielaka-
jam no visiem, tricét aiz sapém un asinot katra
pora, un ciest gan miesa, gan gara — un gribéju,
lai Es varétu nedzert to ragto bikeri un izvairities

tomér, gods lai ir Tévam, un Es baudiju to
un pabeidzu Savus sagatavosanas darbus cilvéku
bérniem.”

Dzivojot mirstiba, més biezi cinamies ar
pienémumiem par to, kas mums, masuprat,
ir zinams un kas, masuprat, ir tas labakais un
skietami darbojas muisu dzivé, pretstata tam,
ko patiesiba zina Debesu Tévs, kas ir labakais
muzibas skatljuma un neap$aubami nak par labu
Vina bérniem Vina ieceres ietvaros. Si liela cina
var klat Joti sarezgita, ipasi nemot véra Svéta-
jos Rakstos ietvertos pravietojumus par misu
dienam: ,,Bet zini to, ka pédéjas dienas ... cilveki
bus patmiligi, ... milédami vairak baudas neka
Dievu?”

Viena no pazimém, kas norada uz $I pravie-
tojuma piepildisanos, ir $obrid pasaulé pieaugosa
tendence, ko ir pienémusi daudzi cilveki, kuri,
btudami parpemti pasi ar sevi, nemitigi sludina:
»Lai ka ari buitu, es dzivoju saskana ar savu patie-
sibu un daru to, kas man skiet labakais.” Ka teica
apustulis Pavils, vini ,,meklé savu, nevis Kristus
Jézus labumu”.Sadu domasanas veidu, dévéjot par
autentisku”, biezi vien attaisno tie, kuri nododas
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dulge in self-centered pursuits, focus on personal
preferences, or want to justify certain types of
behavior that frequently don't match God’s loving
plan and His will for them. If we let our heart
and mind embrace this way of thinking, we can
create significant stumbling blocks for ourselves
in acquiring the most priceless pearl that God
has lovingly prepared for His children—eternal
life.

While it is true that each of us travels an
individualized discipleship journey on the cove-
nant path, striving to keep our hearts and minds
centered on Christ Jesus,we need to be careful
and constantly vigilant to not be temptedto
adopt this type of worldly philosophy in our life.
Elder Quentin L. Cook said that “being sincerely
Christlike is an even more important goal than
being authentic”

My dear friends, when we choose to let God
be the most powerful influence in our life over
our self-serving pursuits, we can make progress
in our discipleship and increase our capacity to
unite our mind and heart with the Savior. On
the other hand, when we don’t allow God’s way
to prevail in our life, we are left to ourselves, and
without the Lord’s inspiring guidance, we can
justify almost anything we do or don’t do. We can
also make excuses for ourselves by doing things
our own way, saying in effect, “I am just doing
things my way”

On one occasion, while the Savior was de-
claring His doctrine, some people, particularly
self-righteous Pharisees, rejected His message
and boldly declared that they were children of
Abraham, implying that their lineage would
grant them special privileges in the sight of God.
That mentality led them to lean unto their own
understanding and to disbelieve what the Savior
was teaching. The Pharisees’ reaction to Jesus was
clear evidence that their presumptuous attitude
left no place in their hearts for the Savior’s words
and God’s way. In response, Jesus wisely and cou-
rageously declared that if they were true covenant
children of Abraham, they would do the works of
Abraham, especially considering that the God of
Abraham was standing before them and teaching
them the truth at that very moment.

Brothers and sisters, as you can see, acting on
these mental gymnastics of “what works for me”
versus doing “what always pleases the Lord” is
not a new trend that is unique to our day. It is an
age-old mentality that has crossed the centuries
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egocentriskam nodarbém, koncentréjas uz perso-
nigam vélmém vai vélas attaisnot noteikta veida
uzvedibu, kas biezi vien neatbilst Dieva miles-
tibas iecerei un Vina gribai attieciba uz viniem.
Ja més laujamies tam, lai ar savu sirdi un pratu
pienemtu $adu domasanas veidu, més varam ra-
dit sev ievérojamus ,,klupsanas akmenus” cela uz
visvértigakas pérles iegisanu, ko Dievs ir milosi
sagatavojis Saviem bérniem, — mazigo dzivi.

Lai gan ta ir taisniba, ka katrs no mums
dodas individuala maceklibas celojuma pa deribu
celu, censoties turpinat vérst savu sirdi un pratu
uz Jézu Kristu,mums ir jauzmanas un pastavigi
jabuat modriem, lai nelautos kardindjumam—
pienemt $ada veida pasauligo filozofiju sava
dzive. Elders Kventins L. Kuks teica, ka ,,patiesa
lidzinasanas Kristum ir vél svarigaks mérkis par
basanu autentiskiem”.

Mani dargie draugi, ja més ta vieta, lai Jautos
savtigiem centieniem, izvélamies laut Dievam bt
par visspécigako ietekmi masu dzivé, més varam
pilnveidoties sava macekliba un vairot savu spéju
— vienot savu pratu un sirdi ar Glabéju. Turpreti,
ja més nelaujam sava dzivé dominét Dieva celam,
més tiekam atstati pasi sava zina, un bez Ta Kun-
ga iedvesmojosas vadibas varam attaisnot gandriz
visu, ko daram vai nedaram. Més varam attaisnot
savu ierasto ricibas veidu ari, sava butiba sakot:
»Es vienkarsi rikojos péc saviem ieskatiem.”

Reiz, kad Glabéjs sludinaja Savu macibu, dazi
cilveki, ipasi pastaisnie farizeji, noraidija Vina
vésti un pasapzinigi pazinoja, ka vini ir Abraha-
ma bérni, noradot uz to, ka, pateicoties vinu iz-
celsmei, viniem Dieva prieksa ir pieskirtas ipasas
privilégijas. Sis domasanas veids vedinaja vinus
palauties pasiem uz savu gudribu un neticét tam,
ko macija Glabgjs. Farizeju izturésanas pret Jézu
skaidri apliecinaja, ka $is augstpratigas attieks-
mes dé| vinu sirdis nebija vietas Glabéja vardiem
un Dieva celam. Atbildot uz to, Jézus gudri un
drosmigi pazinoja: ja vini butu isteni Abrahama
deribas bérni, vini daritu Abrahama darbus, ipasi
nemot veéra to, ka tiesi tobrid vinu prieksa stavéja
Abrahama Dievs, kur§ macija viniem patiesibu.

Brali un masas, ka redzat, riko$anas saskana
ar $adiem ,.kas man $kiet tas labakais” pratulo-
jumiem, pretstata tam, lai daritu, ,vienmeér to,
kas Tam Kungam patikams”, nav nekada jauna
tendence, kas biitu raksturiga tikai musu die-

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Soares-October 2024-English/Latvian

and often blinds the wise-in-their-own-eyesand
confuses and exhausts many of God’s children.
This mentality is, in fact, an old trick of the ad-
versarys; it is a deceptive path that carefully leads
God’s children away from the true and faithful
covenant path.While personal circumstances
such as genetics, geography, and physical and
mental challenges do influence our journey, in
things that truly matter, there is an inner space
where we are free to choosewhether or not we
will decide to follow the pattern the Lord has
prepared for our life. Truly, “He marked the path
and led the way, and ev’ry point [defined]”

As Christ’s disciples, we desire to walk the
path He marked for us during His mortal minis-
try. We not only desire to do His will and all that
will please Him but also seek to emulate Him. As
we strive to be true to every covenant we have
entered into and live “by every word that procee-
deth out of the mouth of God,’we will be protect-
ed against falling victim to the sins and errors of
the world—errors of philosophy and doctrine
that would lead us away from those most pre-
cious pearls.

I have been personally inspired by how such
spiritual submissiveness to God has impacted the
lives of faithful disciples of Christ as they choseto
do those things that work for and are pleasing
in the sight of the Lord. I know a young man
who was unsettled about going on a mission but
telt inspired to go and serve the Lord when he lis-
tened to a senior leader of the Church sharing his
own personal testimony and sacred experience of
serving as a missionary.

In his own words, this young man, now
a returned missionary, said: “As I listened to
the testimony of an Apostle of the Savior Jesus
Christ, I was able to feel of God’s love for me, and
I desired to share that love with others. At that
moment I knew that I should serve a mission de-
spite my fears, doubts, and concerns. I felt totally
confident in the blessings and promises of God
for His children. Today, I am a new person; I
have a testimony that this gospel is true and that
the Church of Jesus Christ has been restored on
earth” This young man chose the Lord’s way and
became an example of a true disciple in every
aspect.

A faithful young woman decided not to
compromise her standards when she was asked
to dress immodestly to fit into the business divi-
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nam. Tas ir gadsimtiem sens domasanas veids,
kas, izmetis laiku lokus, biezi vien padara aklus
pasgudrosun mulsina un izvardzina daudzus
Dieva bérnus. Sis domasanas veids patiesiba ir
sena pretinieka viltiba; tas ir maldinoss cels, kas
piesardzigi noved Dieva bérnus no patiesa un
uzticama deribu cela.Lai gan personigie apstakli,
pieméram, iedzimtiba, dzivesvieta, fiziskie un
garigie izaicinajumi, ietekmé masu celojumu, to-
meér attieciba uz to, kas ir patiesi biitiskakais, més
varam domat, spriest un pasi brivi izvéléties—
sekot tam paraugam, ko Tas Kungs ir sagatavojis
musu dzivei, vai ne. Patiesi, ,Vin$ $auro taku
nosprauda [un celu skaidri radija]”.

Badami Kristus macekli, més vélamies iet pa
celu, ko Vin$ mums ir ieziméjis Savas mirstigas
kalposanas laika. Més nevien vélamies pildit Vina
gribu un darit visu, kas ir tikams Vinam, bet ari
cendamies Vinu atdarinat. CenSoties bt uzticigi
katrai deribai, ko esam noslégusi, un dzivojot
saskana ar ,,ikkatr[u] vard[u], kas iziet no Dieva
mutes’, més busim pasargati, lai neklatu par upu-
riem pasaules grékiem un kladam — filozofijas
un macibas kladam, kuru dél més varétu aizmal-
dities prom no $§im visdargakajam pérlém.

Mani ir iedvesmojis tas, ka $ada gariga pa-
klau$anas Dievam ir ietekméjusi Kristus uzticigo
maceklu dzivi, jo vini ir izvéléjusies darit to, kas
ir labakais un tikamakais Ta Kunga skatljuma. Es
pazistu kadu jaunieti, kur$, nebadams parlieci-
nats par do$anos misija, tomér sajuta iedvesmu
doties kalpot Tam Kungam, uzklausot kadu Baz-
nicas augstako vaditaju, kur$ dalijas sava perso-
nigaja lieciba un svétaja pieredzé par kalposanu
misija.

Sis jaunais virietis, kurs tagad ir atgriezies no
misijas, teica: ,Klausoties Glabéja Jézus Kristus
apustula lieciba, es sajutu Dieva milestibu pret
mani un véléjos dalities Saja milestiba ar citiem.
Taja bridi es sapratu, ka man ir jakalpo misija,
par spiti savam bailém, Saubam un bazam. Es
jutos pilnigi parliecinats par svétibam un ap-
solijumiem, ko Dievs ir devis Saviem bérniem.
Tagad esmu cits cilvéks; man ir lieciba, ka $is
evangelijs ir patiess un ka uz Zemes ir atjaunota
Jézus Kristus Baznica”” Sis jaunais virietis izvélé-
jas Ta Kunga celu un kluva par patiesa macekla
pieméru visos ta aspektos.

Kada uzticiga jauna sieviete noléma but
nepiekapiga attieciba uz saviem standartiem,

kad vinai ludza gérbties nepiedienigi, lai ieklau-
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sion of the fashion company where she worked.
Understanding that her body is a sacred gift from
our Heavenly Father and a place where the Spirit
can dwell, she was moved to live by a standard
higher than the world’s. She not only gained

the confidence of those who saw her living by
the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ but also
preserved her job, which for a moment was in
jeopardy. Her willingness to do what was pleas-
ing in the sight of the Lord, rather than what
worked for the world, gave her covenant confi-
dence amidst difficult choices.

Brothers and sisters, we are constantly con-
fronted by similar decisions in our daily journey.
It takes a courageous and a willing heart to pause
and pursue an honest and meek introspection to
acknowledge the presence of weaknesses of the
flesh in our life that may impede our ability to
submit ourselves to God, and ultimately de-
cide to adopt His way rather than our own. The
ultimate test of our discipleship is found in our
willingness to give up and lose our old self and
submit our heart and our whole soul to God so
that His will becomes ours.

One of the most glorious moments of mor-
tality occurs when we discover the joy that comes
when doing always those things that “work for
and please the Lord” and “what works for us”
become one and the same! To decisively and
unquestioningly make the Lord’s will our own
requires majestic and heroic discipleship! At that
sublime moment, we become consecrated to the
Lord, and we totally yield our wills to Him.Such
spiritual submissiveness, so to speak, is beautiful,
powerful, and transformational.

I testify to you that following the Lord’s will
in our life will enable us to find the most precious
pearl in the world—the kingdom of heaven. I
pray that each of us, in our time and turn, will
be able to declare, with covenant confidence, to
our Heavenly Father and Savior Jesus Christ that
“what works for Thee works for me.” I say these
things in the sacred name of the Savior Jesus
Christ, amen.
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tos modes uznémuma biznesa nodala, kur vina
stradaja. Saprotot, ka vinas kermenis ir svéta
davana no misu Debesu Téva un vieta, kur var
majot Gars, vina jutas iedvesmota dzivot péc
augstakiem standartiem neka pasaule. Vina ne
tikai ieguva to cilvéku uzticibu, kuri redzéja, ka
vina dzivo saskana ar Jézus Kristus evangeélija
patiesibu, bet ari saglabaja savu darba vietu, kas
uz bridi bija apdraudéta. Vinas vélme darfit to,
kas ir patikams Tam Kungam, nevis to, kas skiet
labakais pasaulei, davaja vinai deriba balstitu
parliecibu sarezgitu izvélu pienemsana.

Brali un masas, sava ikdienas celojuma més
pastavigi saskaramies ar lidzigiem lémumiem.

Ir vajadziga drosmiga un labpratiga sirds, lai
apstatos un veiktu godigu un lénpratigu pasveérte-
jumu, atzistot miesas vajibu esamibu misu dzive,
kas var traucét izpausties muisu spé&jai — paklau-
ties Dievam un galu gala nolemt pienemt Vina,
nevis musu pasu celu. Miisu maceklibas galéjais
parbaudijums ir masu gataviba atteikties no sava
veca ,es un zaudét to, paklaujot savu sirdi un
visu savu dvéseli Dievam, lai Vina griba klatu par
musu gribu.

Viens no krasnakajiem mirstibas briziem ie-
stajas, atklajot prieku, kas rodas, kad tas, ka meés
vienmér daram to, kas ,,ir labakais péc Ta Kunga
prata un ir Vinam tikams”, un to, ,,kas mums
skiet tas labakais”, — klast par vienu un to pasu!
Lai appémigi un neapSaubami padaritu Ta Kunga
gribu par savéjo, ir nepiecieSama majestatiska un
varoniga macekliba! Sada cildena bridi més vel-
tam sevi Tam Kungam un pilniba nododam savu
gribu Vinam.Sada gariga paklauganas, ta sakot, ir
skaista, spékpilna un parveidojosa.

Es apliecinu jums, ka, sekojot Ta Kunga
gribai sava dzivé, més varésim atrast visdarga-
ko pérli pasaulé — debesu valstibu. Es ladzu,
kaut katrs no mums sava laika un veida spétu ar
deriba balstitu parliecibu pazinot misu Debesu
Tévam un Glabéjam Jézum Kristum: ,Tas, kas
Skiet labakais Tev, skiet labakais ari man.” To es
saku Glabéja Jézus Kristus svétaja Varda, amen.
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