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We truly believe that we are all literally the
children of God, and because of that, we have the
potential to become like Him.

Today I would like to address one of the
most joyful, glorious, and powerful gospel truths
that God has revealed. At the same time, it is
ironically one for which we have been criticized.
An experience I had some years ago profoundly
deepened my appreciation for this gospel truth.

As a representative of the Church, I was once
invited to a religious conference where it was an-
nounced that from that moment on they would
recognize as valid all baptisms performed by al-
most all other Christian churches, as long as the
ordinance was done with water and in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost. Then it was explained that this policy did
not apply to baptisms performed by The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

After the conference I was able to delve deep-
er into the reasons for that exception with the
leader in charge of the announcement. We had a
wonderful and insightful conversation.

In short, he explained to me that that ex-
ception had primarily to do with our particular
beliefs about the Godhead, which other Chris-
tian denominations often refer to as the Trinity.
I expressed my appreciation for him taking the
time to explain to me his beliefs and the policy
of his church. At the end of our conversation, we
hugged and then said goodbye.
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IlioTevovye mpayuatikg 0TI eipaxoTe OAol KUpLOAE-
KTiK& Tékva Tov OcoU Ko X&ptv avtot, EYovpe T
duvaToTnTR Vot Yivovpe onws Exeivo.

Znpepa, Oa nBela va avagepbw oe pia anod
TIG TIO XAPUOOLVEG, £vE0&eg Kat Suvatég aln-
Beleg Tov Evayyehiov mov éxel amokaAvyel o
Oeo¢. Tavtoxpova, EPWVIKA eival KATL Yo TO
omoio éxovpe emkptOel. Mia epmelpio mov eiya
TPLY amo peptkd xpovia epPabuve Pabia tnv
EKTIUNOT pov yU avtrv Vv aAndeta tov Evayye-
Aiov.

Qg exnpoownog G EkkAnoiag, kamote
npookAnOnka oe pia BpnokevTik cvvélevon
oMoV avakovwdnke OTL amod ekeivn TN OTIYUN
Kat epegns Ba avayvopilav wg Eykvpeg ONeg TIg
Bamntioeig mov TeEAobVTAL O OAEG OXEDOV TIG
AAANEG XPLOTLAVIKEG EKKANOLES, EQOOOV 1 SLaTa-
€n ywotav pe vepd kat ato ovopa tov IMatépa
Kat Tov Y100 kat Tov Ayiov ITvevpartog. Katomy
e&nynonke ot avtr n moAwtikn Sev ioXve yla
TG Pantioetg mov tehovvtat amo tnv EkkAnoia
Tov Inoov Xpiotod Twv Ayiwv twv Televtaiwv
Hpepwv.

Metd tn ovvélevon pmopeoa va eufadivw
0tovg Adyovg avtrg Tng e€aipeong pe Tov nyé
mov fTav vrevbuvvog ya Ty avakoivwor. Eixape
pia vépoxn kot kaipta ov{ATnon.

Ev o)iyoug, pov e&rynoe ot n edaipeon eixe
Vol KAVEL TPWTIOTWG [LE TO OVYKEKPLUEVA TIL-
oTevw pag yla tn Ogikn Kegaln, ta omoia dAla
XPLOTLAVIKA SOYHATA CUX VA aVAQEPOVTAL WG
Tpada. EEé@paoca tnv extipnomn pov yia ekeivov
TIOL AQLEPWTE XPOVO yla va Hov e§nynoet Ta
TUOTELW TOV Kat TNV TOATIKT TG EKKANGiag TOv.
210 téhog TG oV TNONG HAG, AYKAALACTIKALLE
KOl LETA ATTOXAUPETIOTIKALE.

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Alliaud-October 2024-English/Greek

As I later contemplated our discussion,
what this leader said about Latter-day Saints not
understanding what he called the “mystery of the
Trinity” stayed in my mind. What was he refer-
ring to? Well, it had to do with our understand-
ing of the nature of God. We believe that God the
Father “is an exalted man” with a glorified “body
of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s; [and] the
Son also” Thus, every time we talk about the na-
ture of God, in some way, somehow, we are also
talking about our own nature.

And this is true not only because we all were
made “in [His] image, after [His] likeness, but
also because, as the Psalmist recorded, God said,
“Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the
most High”This is for us a precious doctrine now
recovered with the advent of the Restoration. In
summary, it is nothing more or less than what
our missionaries teach as the first lesson, first
paragraph, first line: “God is our Heavenly Fa-
ther, and we are His children”

Now, you might say, “But many people be-
lieve we are children of God.” Yes, that is true, but
their understanding may be a little different from
the implication of its deeper meaning that we
affirm. For Latter-day Saints, this teaching is not
metaphorical. Rather, we truly believe that we are
all literally the children of God. He is “the Father
of [our] spirits,’and because of that, we have the
potential to become like Him, which seems to be
inconceivable to some.

It has now been over 200 years since the
First Vision opened the doors to the Restoration.
At the time, young Joseph Smith sought guid-
ance from heaven to know what church to join.
Through the revelation he received that day,and
in later revelations given to him,the Prophet
Joseph obtained knowledge about the nature of
God and our relationship to Him as His children.

Because of that, we learn more clearly that
our Heavenly Father has taught this precious
doctrine from the very beginning. Allow me to
cite at least two accounts from the scriptures to
illustrate this.
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KaBwg apyotepa ovAloylopovy ) ov(y-
TNOT| HAG, AUTO TTOV EITTE AVTOG O NYETNG OXETIKA
e Tovg Ayiovg Twv TeAevtaiwv Hpepwv mov dev
KATAVOOVV AUTO TIOL ATOKAAOVOE «{HVOTHPLO TNG
Tpradog» épelve 6TOV VOU HOV. Ze TL avaQepoO-
Tav; AoImoy, elxe va KAVEL PE TNV KATAVONOT| [ag
yta T @von Tov Oeov. ITiotevovpe 6TL 0 OedG
[Matépag «eival évag vepuywuévog avBpwmog»
pe éva évdofo «owpa and odpka kaL 00Td TO0O
anto 600 evog avBpamov. [Kat] o Yiog emiongy.
Zuvenawg, kabe gopd mov whodpe yia T @voN
Tov O€0V, KATA KATIOLOV TPOTIO, KATIWG, MAOVE
emiong yta tn Sikn pag guon.

Kat avto 1oxvet 0xt povo emetdr) 6ot Snpi-
ovpynOnkape «pe tn dikr [Tov] eikdva, cvppwva
pe tn Swkny [Tov] opoiwon»alld kat emetdr), OTwWG
Katéypaye o Yalpuwdog, o Oeog eine: «@¢ol eioTe
€0elG, kat OAot yloL To0 Yyiotov». Avth eivat yla
pag pio moAvTiun didaym mov Twpa avaktHOnke
pe Tnv ékevon tng Anokatdotaong. Ev mepiin-
Ve, Ogv eivat Timote meplocdTePO 1) AlydTEPO
anod avtd Tov SIOACKOLV OL LEPATTOGTONOL [ag
WG TPWTO HAONUA, TPWTN TAPAYPAPOG, TTPWTN
ypapun: «O @edg eivar o Emovpdviog Iatépag
pag kat gipaote tékva Tovr.

Twpa, pmopet va meite: «Opwg moAloi &v-
Opwmot motebovY OTL eipaoTe Tékva TOL OeoD».
Nai, avto oxeL, ald n Katavonor| Toug umopei
va eivat Aiyo Sla@opeTIKT Ao TOV VITAUVIYHO TOV
BaButepov voruatog Tov mov emiPBePfatwvouyle.
[a Tovg Ayiovg twv Tedevtaiwv Huepwv, avtn
n ddaokalia dev eivar petagopikn. Avtifétwg,
TUOTEDOVLE TTPAYUATIKA OTL iAo Te OAOL TEKVA
Tov @¢ov. Eivat «[o] TTatépa[g] Twv mvevpatwv
[pag]»kat Aoyw avto, £xovpe T duvatoTnTa va
yivovpe oav Ekeivov, kTt mov aivetat adtavon-
TO O€ KATIOLOVG.

‘Exovv nepdoel mavw and 200 xpovia amo
161e Tov To [Tpwto Opapa dvoi&e Tig OVpeg Tng
Anokatdotaong. Exeivn tnv emoxn, o véog TCo-
Ceq ZpB emulrtnoe kabodnynon amnd Tovg ovpa-
VOUG yla va pdbet oe mota ekkAnoia va mpooxw-
prioel. Méow tng amokaivyng mov éAafe ekeivn
TNV NUEPAKAL OF LETAYEVEOTEPEG ATOKAADYELG
7ov Tov 800nKkav, o Ilpoentng T{Olep anéktnoe
yvwon yla Tn @Oon Tov @eov kat T oxXEomn pag
ue Exeivov wg tékvwv Tov.

Xapwv avtov, pabaivovpe evkpivéotepa OTL O
Emovpaviog Iatépag pag €xet Sidaget avtriv tnv
TOAVTIN Stdaxn amod TNy apxn. Emtpéyte pov va
napabéow Tovhaxiotov Vo aPnynoeLs and Tig
YPAPES Yla va TO eMeENyow avTo.
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You might remember God’s instructions to
Moses as recorded in the Pearl of Great Price.

We read that “God spake unto Moses, saying:
Behold, I am the Lord God Almighty, and End-
less is my name.” In other words, Moses,I want
you to know who I am. Then He added, “And, be-
hold,thou art my son.” Later he said, “And I have
a work for thee,Moses, my son; and thou art in
the similitude of mine Only Begotten” And then
finally, He ended with, “And now, behold, this
one thing I show unto thee,Moses, my son.”

It appears that God was determined to teach
Moses at least one lesson: “You are my child,”
which He repeated at least three times. He could
not even mention the name of Moses without
immediately adding that he was His son.

However, after Moses was left alone, he felt
weak because he was no longer in the presence of
God. That is when Satan came to tempt him. Can
you see a pattern here? The first thing he said
was, “Moses,son of man, worship me”

In this context, Satan’s request to worship
him may have been only a distraction. A signif-
icant temptation for Moses in that moment of
weakness was to become confused and believe
that he was only a “son of man,” rather than a
child of God.

“And it came to pass that Moses looked upon
Satan and said: Who art thou? For behold,] am a
son of God, in the similitude of his Only Begot-
ten.”Fortunately, Moses was not confused and did
not allow himself to become distracted. He had
learned the lesson of who he really was.

The next account is found inMatthew 4.
Scholars have entitled this “the three temptations
of Jesus,” as if the Lord was tempted only three
times, which of course is not the case.

Hundreds of gallons of ink have been used to
explain the meaning and content of these temp-
tations. As we know, the chapter begins by ex-
plaining that Jesus had gone into the desert, “and
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights,
he was afterward an hungred.”

Satan’s first temptation apparently had only
to do with satistying the Lord’s physical needs.
“Command that these stones be made bread,” he
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Towg BupdoTte T 08nyieg Tov e0d MPoOg
Tov Mwvor), 0nwg kataypdpovtal 0to IToAvTIHo
Moapyaprtapt.

Awapaovpe 0tL «I80v, Eyw eipan o Kbprog
o ITavtodvvapog Oedg, kat AépavTog eival To
ovopd pov». Me ala Aoyta, Mwvomn,0é w va
Eépeig motog eipat. Katomy npooébeoe: «Kau,
1000,e00V gloat ylog pov». Apydtepa eime: «Kat
gxw éva €pyo yla oéva,Mwvon, yie pov. Kat eov
eloat ka®’ opoiwon Tov Movoyevovg povr». Kat
TEMKWG, Teleiwoe pe To: «Kat twpa, 1800, avtd
10 £va Tov Seiyvw o€ e0éva,Mwvot), yle Hov».

Daivetal 0TL 0 O£0G NTAV ATOPACIOUEVOG VL
didaker otov Mwvor} TovAdxtotov éva pddnpa:
«Eioat Tékvo pov», To omoio emavélaBe ToLAAXL-
OTOV TPEIG QPOPEG. Aev UTTOPOVOE KAV VA AVaPE-
peL To Ovopa Tov Mwvor| xwpig va mpoobéoet
apéowg otLNTav yrog Tov.

Q01600, Aot 0 Mwvorg EUeLVE HOVOG, al-
00avOnke adbvapog, emetdn dev Nrav mAéov oTnVy
napovoia tov Oeo?. Tote NTav MOL 0 ZaATAVAG
npOe yia va Tov Balel o€ melpaoud. Mmopeite va
deite éva mpoTuTo €6W; To MpwTO MPAYpA TTOV
eime frav: «Mwvor,yte Tov avBpwmov, TpooKv-
VNOE er.

2e auTo To TAaioL0, TO aiTnua TOL Zatava
Va TOV TPOOKVLVIOEL {I0WG Va HTAV amAWG €vag
nepLOTaoog. Evag onpavtikog melpaopog yia
Tov Mwvor) ekeivn Tn oTiypr) g advvapiag nrav
va pmepdevTei Kal va ToTEYEL OTL TAV HOVO
«yt[og] Tov avBpwmov» kat Xt Tékvo Tov Oeov.

«Kat ovvéPn 01t 0 Mwvor|g koitae Tov
Zatava kat eine: ITolog eioat £00; ATt 180V, YW
eipat ylog @gov, kad opoiwon tov Movoyevovg
Tov». Evtuxwg, 0 Mwvorig dev rav pmepdepévog
Kat dev eMETPEYE GTOV EAVTO TOV VAL ATTOOTIAOTEL
n mpoooxm Tov. Eixe pdbet o pdbnpa yia to
TIOLOG TTALV TIPOLYHATLKAL.

H emopevn agrynon Ppioketar otoKatd
MatBaiov 4. Ot pehetnTég T0 £X0VV OVOpATEL
auTO «OoL TPELG Tepaopol Tov Inoodr», Aeg kat o
Kbprog pmrke otov melpaopod pHovo TPELS POpPES,
KATL TTOV QUOLKA dev Lo DEL

Exatovtadeg Aitpa peddvng €xovv xpn-
owomonOei ya va e€nynoovv to vonua kat
TO TIEPLEXOUEVO AVTADV TWV TEELPACHWDV. OTtwg
yvwpifovpe, To kepalato apyilet e§nywvtag 0TI 0
Inoovg eixe mdiel 0TNY €pNO «KaL APOV VHOTEYE
40 nuépeg, kat 40 vOXTEG, EMelta MEVATE».

O mMpwTOG MEPATUOG TOV ZaTAVA TIPOPa-
VWG elXe VA KAVEL LOVO [IE TNV LKAVOTIOINOT TWV
owpaTIKWV avaykwv tov Kupiov. «ITpdotade
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challenged the Savior.

A second enticement may have had to do
with tempting God: “Cast thyself down: for it is
written, He shall give his angels charge concern-
ing thee”

Finally, Satan’s third temptation referred to
the aspirations and glory of the world. After Jesus
had been shown “all the kingdoms of the world,
... [Satan] saith unto him, All these things will I
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”

In truth, Satan’s ultimate temptation may
have had less to do with those three specific
provocations and more to do with tempting
Jesus Christto question His divine nature. At
least twice, the enticement was preceded by the
challenging accusation from Satan: “If thou be
the Son of God”—if you really believe it, then do
this or that.

Please notice what had happened immedi-
ately before Jesus went into the desert to fast and
pray: we find the account of Christ’s baptism.
And when He had come out of the water, there
came “a voice from heaven, saying,This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”

Do we see the connection? Can we recognize
a pattern here?

It is no wonder that every time we are taught
about our divine nature and destiny, the adver-
sary of all righteousness tempts us to call them
into question.

How different our decisions would be if we
really knew who we really are.

We live in a challenging world, a world of
increasing commotion,where honorable people
strive to at least emphasize our human digni-
ty, while we belong to a church and embrace a
gospel that lift our vision and invite us into the
divine.

Jesus’s commandment to be “perfect, even
as [our] Father which is in heaven is perfect”is
a clear reflection of His high expectations and
our eternal possibilities. Now, none of this will
happen overnight. In the words of President
Jeffrey R. Holland, it will happen “eventually”But
the promise is that if we “come unto Christ,” we
will “be perfected in him.” That requires a lot of
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AUTEG OL TTETPEG VAL YIVOLV YW L» TTPOKANEDTE TOV
Zwtnpa.

‘Evag devtepog deheaopog umopei va ixe va
KAVEL [I€ TO VAL PEPEL 0€ TIELPAOUO ToV Ogod: «Pike
KATW TOV €AVTO 0OV- MELSN, elval YPAUHEVO OTL
Ba mpootddel aToVg AyyEAOLG TOV Yl GEVa.

TeAkwg, 0 TpiToG MELPATHOG TOV ZaTavd
avagepotav oTig tpoadokieg kat tr §6&a Tov
koopov. Kat agob £8ei&e otov Inoov «oAa ta
Baoileta Tov kOopOL. .. [0 Zatavag] Tov eime:
Ola avtd Ba oov Ta dwow, av MEPTOVTAG e
TPOOKVVIOELG».

2TV TPAYHATIKOTNTA, O TEALKOG TIELPATUOG
TOV 2aTAvVA UMOpEL va gixe AlyOTEPO VAl KAVEL e
EKEIVEG TIG TPELG CVUYKEKPIUEVEG TIPOKATOELG Kat
TEPLOCOTEPO e TO Vo PANEL € TIELPACHO TOV
Inoov Xpiotova apgropntioet T OBeia ¢von Tov.
TovAdytotov §00 Popég, o deleaopog mponynon-
KE amo TNV TPOKANTIKN Katnyopia anod tov Zata-
va: «Av gloat Y10¢ Tov Ocob»— €4V TO TILOTEVELG
TPAYUATIKA, TOTE KAVE AUTO 1] EKELVO.

[Mapakald mapatnpnote Tt eixe cvuPel apé-
owg TPty 0 Inoovg maet oty €pnuo yla va vioTté-
Vel kat va mpoogvxnOel: Ppiokovpe TNV agrynon
G PamTiong Tov Xpiotov. Kat otav eixe fyet arm’
TO VEPO, AKOVOTIKE [ PWVI] ATO TOV 0VPAVO,
TIov €Aeye:AvTOG eivat 0 Y106 Hov 0 ayanntdg,
0TOV omoio gvapeoTnOnKa».

BAémovpe tn ovvdeon; Mmopolpe va ava-
YVwpioovpe £va TPOTLTIO 8

Agv givau amopiag d&tov mov kdbe gopd mov
ddaokopaote yia ) Beia oo kat Tov Tpoopt-
OO pag, 0 evavTiog kabe xpnototnrag pag Badet
0€ TIELPAOTUO VA T AUPLOPTIOOVE.

1600 Stagopetikég Oa frav oL amopdoelg
Hag, av yvwpilape mpaypatt motot Tpdypatt
ellaoTe.

Zovue og €vav §UOKONO KOO0, £vay KO-

OO AVEAVOHEVNG avaTapaxng, 0oL aloTiuot
dvBpwmot tpoomabodv ToLAdYLoTOV Va TOVioovY
v avBpwvn alompEmeld Lag, v aviKovpe
oe pia ekkAnoia kat aomalopaote éva Evayyéhio
TIOV VYWVEL TO OPANA HOG KAl [LAG TTPOOKAAEL OTO
Beio.

H evtoAn tov Inoov va eipaote «téletot,
onwg o Iatépag [pag], mov eivat oTovg ovpa-
Vovg, eivat Téhetogreivar pa EekaBapn avrava-
KkAaon Twv vynAwv tpoodokiwv Tov kat Twv
atwviwv duvatotritwy pag. Twpa tinote an’ avta
dev Ba ovpPei ev pia vukTi. Zopewva pe ta Adyta
tov [Tpoédpov TCéppv P. XOAavT, Ba oupPei
«telkd». Opwg n vooyeon eivatl 6Tt av «EX[Bov-
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work—not just any work, but a divine work. His
work!

Now, the good news is that it is precisely our
Father in Heaven who has said, “For behold, this
ismy workand my glory—to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man.”

President Russell M. Nelson’s invitation to
“think celestial’implies a wonderful reminder of
our divine nature, origin, and potential destina-
tion. We can obtain the celestial only through
Jesus Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

Perhaps that is why Satan enticed Jesus with
the very same temptation from the beginning to
the end of His earthly ministry. Matthew record-
ed that while Jesus hung on the cross, those “that
passed by reviled him, ... saying, ...If thou be the
Son of God, come down from the cross’Glory
be to God that He did not hearken but instead
provided the way for us to receive all celestial
blessings.

Let us always remember, there was a great
price paid for our happiness.

I testify as with the Apostle Paul that “the
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are children of God: and if children, then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
if so be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together”In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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pe] mpog Tov Xptoto» Ba «tedetomonB[ope] pe
avTOV». AVTO amautel TOAD €pyo — OXL omroLodT)-
note £€pyo, ahla éva Beio €pyo. To épyo Tov!

Twpa, Ta kakd véa eival 0Tt eivat akppwg
o ITatépag pag otovg Ovpavovg o omoiog £xet
net: «TovTo eivatto épyo povkat i §6&a pov — va
npayparonomow tnyv abavacia kat atwvia {wn
Tov avBpwmov».

H npookAnon tov [Ipoédpov Paooeh M.
NEAoOV va «OKEMTOPAOTE EMOVPAVIarLTIOdN oL
pia vépoxn vrevBvuion tng Beiag vong, g
KaTaywyng kat Tov SuvnTikov TpoopLopoD L.
MrmopoUpe VoL ATTOKTIOOVE TO EMTOVPAVIO LOVOV
péow e e§thewtikng Buaiog Tov Inood Xprotov.

Towg yU avtd o Zatavdg deléaoe tov Inood
pe ToV (10 aVTOV TELPATUO ATd TNV apXn) LEXPL
1o Téhog NG emiyetag Stakoviag Tov. O MatOai-
0G Katéypaye 0Tl evw 0 Inoog kpepdTaV OTOV
oTavpo, «doot didPatvay, Tov fracenuovoay, ...
Aéyovtagav gioat Yi0G Tod Oeov, katéPa and
Tov 0Tawpd». Ad&a Tw Oew Tov dev ToVG dKov-
o€, Al avT’ avToD TapeiXe TOV TPOTO yla va
Aafovpe OAeg TIG eMOVPAVIEG EVAOYIEG.

Ag Bupodpaote mavta 0Tt MANpwONKe peydho
TigNUa ylo TNV guTvyia pHag.

Katabétw paptupia 6nwg kat o Amoctolog
[TavAog o1t «To id1o To ITvedpa Sivel paptopia,
padi e to mvevpa pag, 0Tt eigaote madid Tov
Oeov. Kat av eipaote maudid, eipaote kat kKAn-
povopoL KAnpovouol pev tov @eob, cuykAn-
povopol de Tov XpLOTOD- AV CLUTATYOVLE, Yia
va Yivovpe kat ovppétoxot TG 66&ag Tovs. Xto
ovopa Tov Inoov Xprotov, apnv.
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