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Sacred Scriptures—the Foundations of Faith
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We cannot underestimate the significance of sacred
scriptures both in conversions and in remaining
faithful in the gospel.

My wife, Mary, and I recently saw a T-shirt
with the picture of a book and a message on the
front which read, “Books: The Original Handheld
Device”

I thought about this interesting message and
how significant handheld devices of all kinds
have become. Upon further contemplation, I re-
alized that any device or even one equipped with
artificial intelligence will never be as important
or significant as the spiritual guidance that comes
from divine revelation.

Whether handheld or digital, the Holy Bible
and the Book of Mormon: Another Testament
of Jesus Christ provide spiritual guidance and
teaching from Jesus Christ, the Savior of the
world. We treasure these books for their pro-
found role in documenting God’s direction to
ancient prophets and people and the guidance
they provide for our own personal lives.

Combined with the teachings of living
prophets, these sacred scriptures provide doc-
trinal direction for us in today’s world. These
scriptures are most powerful when they give
instruction, correction,comfort, and consolation
to individuals and families who seek guidance
from the Lord.

The scriptures, combined with spiritual in-
spiration from the Holy Spirit, continue to be the
primary source that facilitates the conversion of
those who have broken hearts and contrite spirit-
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Aev umopovye va UTTOTIUHOOVUE TH CHURTIX TV
LEPWY YPAYWY TOTO VIR TH UETAOTPOPY 000 Kt
yLx 10 va mapaeivovpe motoi ato Evayyédio.

H 00{uydg pov, Maipn, kat eyw eidape mpo-
O0QATWG €va HTAOLAKL [e TN QWTOYpaPia EVOG
BiPAiov kat éva pVUHA OTHV UTTPOCTIVE OYT IOV
éleye: «BiAia: H apyikny opntr ovokevn».

ZKEPTNKA AVTO TO EVOLAPEPOV HITVUHA KAt
OO0 ONUAVTIKEG EXOVV YiveL oL opNTEG OV-
OKEVEG OAWV TwV e8WV. YoTEpa amd TEPAITEPW
oKéYN, ovveldnromoinoa 0Tt omoladnmoTe OL-
OKeLN 1) aKOpn Kat KATL eE0TALOHEVO e TEXVITN
vonuoovvn dev Ba gival TOTE TOGO ONUAVTIKO
1 omovdaio 600 1 Mvevpatikr kabodnynon mov
gpxetat amo tn Oela amokalvy.

Eite popntd eite yneraxd, n Ayia Ipagn kot
10 BipAio Tov Moppov: ANAN pia paptupia yia
Tov Inoov Xplotod mapéxovv mvevpatikn kabodn-
ynon kat didackalia and Tov Incov XpLoto, Tov
ZwThpa Tov KOGUOL. OewpovEe TOAVTIHA AVTA
Ta fiPAia ya tov fabvotdxacto polo Tovg otV
Tekpnpiwon g katevBuvong Tov Oeod mpog
TOVG apXalovg TPOPTTEG Kal TOVG avBpwToLg Kal
v kabodnynon mov map€xovy yla TV TPOow-
KT pag fon.

Ze ouvdvaopuo pe Tig Stdaokalieg Twv {w-
VIOV TIPOPNTWY, AVTEG OL AYLEG YPAPEG TIAPEXOLY
doypatikn katevBvvon yia epdg OToV ONpEPLVO
KOOHO. AVTEG OL YPAQPEG Elval TILO LOYVPEG, OTAV
divovv odnyieg, diopBwonkat mapnyopid oe dto-
{aL Kat OLKOY£VELEG Trov emilnTovy kabodnynon
ano tov Kopto.

Ot ypa@ég oe GLVOVAOHO [E TNV TTVEVHATIKT
éumvevon ano to Ayto Ilvevpa, eEakolovBovv va
elval ) mpwTapxikn mnyn mov SleVKOAVVEL TN ple-
TAOTPOPT) EKEVWYV TIOL £XOVV KAPOLA CUVTETPIY-
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sand desire to follow Jesus Christ. The scriptures
help build a foundation that can withstand the
adversary’s constant efforts to undermine faith.

New converts have blessed and been the
lifeblood of the Church throughout its history.
One example is particularly precious to me.
When I was a young bishop, two marvelous sister
missionarieswere teaching the William Edward
Mussman family. The father, a very capable law-
yer, was general counsel of a major corporation.
His devoted wife, Janet, was helping the family
strive to live a more Christlike life.

Their exceptional son and daughter,both in
their early 20s, were also being taught. All four
had received the lessons and were attending
church. The sister missionaries had emphasized
reading the Book of Mormon and praying for a
testimony of that sacred scripture. Remarkably,
the family prayerfully read the entire Book of
Mormon in a short time.

The stake missionaries, both of whom were
prior ward Relief Society presidents, accompa-
nied them to sacrament meetings.

As the family was nearing baptism, they
received a barrage of literature critical of the
Church. This was before the internet, but the
material filled a large cardboard box.

The sister missionaries invited me as a re-
cently called 34-year-old bishop to help answer
the questions being raised. When we gathered
in their living room, the large box of pamphlets
critical of the Church was in the middle of the
room. I had prayerfully approached this assign-
ment. During the opening prayer, the Spirit
whispered to me, “He already knows it is true”
This was important. The sisters believed that the
rest of the family already had a testimony. They
were unsure about the father.

I immediately informed him that the Spirit
had prompted me that he already had a testimo-
ny. “Was that true?” He looked at me intently and
said that the Spirit had confirmed the truth of the
Book of Mormon and the Church to him.
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HEVT Ko TIVEVHA peTapeAnpévokat emBvpovy

va akolovBrnoovy Tov Inood Xptoto. Ot ypagég
BonBolv otnVv otkodopnon evog Bepehiov mov
umopei va avBélel oTig ouvexeig mpoomdeteg Tov
EVOVTIOL VA VTTOVOHEVTEL TNV TOTH.

OL veoQwTLOTOL £X0VV EVAOYNOEL KAl LTTHP-
Eav n yoxn g ExkAnoiag og OAn v 1otopia
™. Eva mapaderypa eivar 1diwg moAdTIHO yia
epéva. Otav nuovv véog emiokomnog, dvo Hav-
paoteg aded@eg tepandotorodidaokav Tnv
otkoyéveta Tov Tovidap Evtovapvt Moboouay.
O matépag, évag Mol Ikavog Stknydpog, frav
YeVIKOG oOpBOVAOG piag peyaing etatpeiag. H
a@ootwpévn ov{uyog tov, Tavet, fonboloe tnv
owkoyévela va mpoomabdei va (et pa 1o XpLotoet-
&1 Cwn).

O ekapeTicdg yulog kat 1 e§apeTikn KOpN
TOVg, Kat ot dvo yvpw ota 20, diddaokovTtav
emiong. Kat ot téooepeig eixav AdPet Ta pabripata
Kal Tapevpiokovtav oTnv ekkAnoia. Ot adepég
tepanooTolot eiyav Swoel éupaon oto dtafaoua
Tov BifAiov Tov Moppov kat 0Tnv mpooevyr yla
paptupia autig TG Lepns ypaens. Eivat aflo-
onpeiwTo OTL N okoyévela dtaPace e Tpooevyn
oAokAnpo 1o BifAio Tov Mdppov og cuvTOpO
XPOVIKO SlaoTnpa.

Ot LlepamdoToloL TAGGAAOV, AUPOTEPES €K
Twv onoiwv frav mpwnv mpdedpot Tng Etatpeiag
Apwyng Topéwg, TOVG CLVOSEVAV OTIG OVYKE-
VIPWOELG LETAAYEWS.

Kabwg n otkoyévela kovteve va Pantiodei,
SéXTNKE KATALYLOUO ETUKPITIKOV EVTUTIWYV YiaL
v ExkAnoia. Avto frav mptv anod to Awadiktvo,
aAXd TO VAIKO YEpLOE £va [LeyANo KOUTE amd
XapTOVL.

Ot adel@Eg LepamdoToAoL e KANETAV WG
TPooPdTws kKAnBévTa 34ypovo emiokomo va
Bonbnow va anavtnBoiv oL epwtroelg mov T€0n-
kav. Otav ovykevipwOnkape 6to calovt Tovg,
TO HeYANO KOVTI e Ta emkpLTikd QUANASLa yia
v ExkAnoia fpiokotav otn péon tov dwpatiov.
Eixa mpooeyyioel ue mpooevyn avtr Tnv avdbe-
on. Kata tnv evapxtnipla mpooevyr, to Ivevpa
pov YiBvpioe: «Avtodg 1dn Eépet 0T eivan aAnOi-
VO». Auto Ntav onuavtiko. Ot aded@ég miotevay
OTL 1 VITOAoLT okoyévela eixe NON pa papTtopia.
Agv Ntav BéPateg yla Tov matépa.

Tov mAnpogopnoa apéowg ott To I[Tvedpa
{ov eiye Swoel TNV TPoTpoTH OTL €ixe NON Hia
paptupia. «Htav ainiBeia avtd;» Me koitae
TPOOEKTIKA Kat eime 0TL To ITvevpa eixe emPePat-
woet TNV aAnfeta Tov BipAiov Tov Moppov kat
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I then asked whether it would be necessary
to review the pamphlets, if they already had a
spiritual confirmation.

The father replied that it would not be nec-
essary. The rest of the family concurred with his
answer.

He said he did have a significant question:
One reason they had received so much literature
opposing the Church was that they were mem-
bers of another faith. In addition, he had made a
large pledge to help build a new chapel for that
faith. He informed me that the sister missionaries
had taught him about the importance of tithing,
which he gratefully accepted, but he wondered
if it would be wrong to also honor the pledge he
had previously made. I assured him that pay-
ment of the pledge would be both honorable and
appropriate.

The Mussmans with their son, daughter-in-
law, and daughter.

The entire family was baptized. One year
later they were sealed as a family in the Oakland
California Temple. I was privileged to be pres-
ent. The son completed law school, passed the
California Bar Exam, and immediately served a
faithful mission in Japan. I have watched over the
years as the succeeding generations have re-
mained faithful to the gospel. I was privileged to
officiate at the sealing of one of the granddaugh-
ters.

The conversions that are occurring in our
day are equally remarkable. Last June, Coach
Andy Reid, head football coach of the Kansas
City Chiefs,and I, along with othersrepresenting
our faith and other faiths, spoke in a multifaith
event at the Riverside Church in New York City.
Coach Reid emphasized second chances and re-
sponding to invitations and opportunities,which
is what the gospel of Jesus Christ is all about.
The next morning, with our wives, Tammy Reid
and Mary, we attended the sacrament meeting at
the Manhattan Second Ward. It was a spiritual
service. There were many new converts in the
congregation. Five recently baptized members,
four men and one young man, were among the
Aaronic Priesthood members passing the sacra-
ment. I am happy to report that a similar influx
of new members is happening throughout the
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¢ ExkAnoiag oe exeivov.

Yotepa pwtnoa av Ha frav anapaitnto va
enavefeTacovpe Ta GUANASLA, av eixav HoN pa
mvevpatikn emPePaiwon.

O natépag annvtnoe o1t dev Ba nrav ana-
paitnto. H vdAonn okoyévela cvuvepwvnoe He
TNV amavInot| Tov.

Eime 011 £ixe pia onpavtikn epwtnon: Evag
Aoyog mov eiyav AaPet Tooa ToANA EvTuma Ta
omoia avtetifevro otnv ExkAnoia frav o1t
nrav LéAn evog alhov doypatog. EmmAéov eixe
deopevOei oe peydho fabuod va Bonbnoet oty
otkodoUNoN piag véag ekkAnoiog yla ekeivo To
doypa. Me mAnpo@opnoe 0Tt ot adeA@Eg Lepa-
noaTolot Tov eixav Sidaket yla T onpacia g
dekatng, KATL TOL evXapioTwg O€xOnKe, aAld
avapwTiotay av Ba frav Adbog va ekmAnpwoet
emiong Tnv vooxeomn mov eixe dwoel oo TMA-
peABov. Tov StaPefaiwoa 6TL N eKMARpwON TNG
vnooxeong Ba frav kat £vripn kot KatdAAnAn.

Ot Moboopay [e Tov yuto, T vO@rn Kot Ty
KOp1 TOVG.

Zhvtopa, oAokAnpn N otkoyéveta Parni-
obnke. Evav xpovo apydtepa emo@payiobniav
wg okoyévela 0tov Nad tov Oovkhavt Tng
Kaligpopviag. Eixa to mpovopto va eipatl mapav.
O yviog teAeiwoe TN VOUIKE 0XOA, Tépaoce
116 e€eTdoelg Tov Siknyopikov GUANGYOV TNG
Kaipopviag kat apéows vmnpeTnoe pia moTh
tepanootolr otnv lanwvia. Exw mapakolov-
Oroel OAa avTd Ta XPOVLIA TIG EMOHEVEG YEVEEG
va mapapévovy motég 0to Evayyéhio. Eixa to
TPOVOLLLO VAL LEPOVPYTOW OTNV ETOPPAYLOT) Hiag
€K TWV EYYOVWYV.

Ol HETAOTPOPEG TTOV CLUPAIVOVY OTIG NUEPES
pag eival e§ioov agloonueiwteg. Tov mepaouévo
Iovvio, o mpomovn TG AvTv Pv, emike@alrg
npomovn TG todoogaipov Twv Kansas City
Chiefs, kat eyw, padi pe GAAOVGTOL EKTPOCW-
novpe T Opnokeia pog kat aAAeg Bpnokeieg,
pAnoape oe pia ToAvBpnokevTikr ekdnAwon
otnv ekkAnoia Pifepoaivt otn Néa Yopkn. O
npomovn TG Prvt édwoe éugaon oTig devtepeg
EVKALPIEG KAL OTNV AVTATIOKPLOT] OE TTPOTACELG
KOl EVKALPLEG, TIPAYHA TTEPL TOV OTIOLOV TTPOKELTAL
1o EvayyéAio tov Inoov Xpiotov. To endpevo
Tpwi, pe TIg ov{hyovg pag, Tappv Prnvt kot Mai-
p1, TapevpedKape 0TI CLYKEVTPWOT) HETAATYE-
w¢ otov Agvtepo Topéa Tov Mavydtay. Hrav pia
TVEVULATIKT VIINPETNON. YTpXaV TOANoL veo-
QwTIoTOL 0TO eKKAnoiaoua. ITévte mpoogatwg
Bantiopéva péhn, Téooepelg AvOpeg Kat £vag VEOG
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Church.

We are grateful for the noticeable increase in
those who respond to sacred invitations, change
their lives, and accept the opportunity to fol-
low Jesus Christ. They enter the covenant path
through faith, repentance, baptism, and confir-
mation as taught in the Holy Bible and the Book
of Mormon.

We cannot underestimate the significance
of sacred scriptures both in conversions and in
remaining faithful in the gospel. The ancient
prophets described in the Book of Mormon knew
about the mission of Jesus Christ and taught
His gospel. The Book of Mormon helps us draw
closer to God as we learn, understand, and apply
its teachings.The Prophet Joseph Smith taught,
“A man [or woman] would get nearer to God
by abiding by [the book’s] precepts, than by any
other book”

To know that the Book of Mormon is the
word of God, we need to read, ponder, and pray
about it and then act according to its precepts.
The prophet Moroni promised that God will
reveal the truth of the book to us as we pray with
a sincere heart, with real intent, and with faith in
Christ.Studying the Book of Mormon is essential
for enduring conversion.

As we contemplate the relationship between
the Bible and the Book of Mormon as handheld
devices, one might ask a question. How useful
and complementary do you think two books
would be if the Lord declared they would be
joined together and “become one in thine hand”?
That is what the Lord declared concerning the
“stick of Judah,” the Bible, and the “stick of Jo-
seph,” the Book of Mormon.

In many significant respects, the Book of
Mormon provides fundamental doctrine that
enhances and builds upon the Bible. The doctrine
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ is a profound
example.

The Bible provides an accurate account of the
mortal ministry of Jesus Christ, including His
death and Resurrection. The Book of Mormon
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avdpag, NTav petadd Twv HeAdv TG Aapwvikng
Iepoovvng mov Siévepav tn petdAnym. Eipat
EVTUYTG VA AVAQEPW OTL TTAPOUOLA ELOPOT) VEWV
pekwv ovpPaivel oe OAN TV ExkAnota.

Elpaote evyvopoveg yia Ty agloonueiwtn
av&non EKEIVWV IOV AVTATIOKPIVOVTAL O LEPEG
TPOOKANOELG, allalovv T (wr| Tovg Kat armodé-
XovTal TnVv gvkatpia va akolovbnoovv tov Inoot
Xpioto. Ewoépyovtat oto povomdtt Tng Stabnkng
péow TNG TMOTNG, TNG HETAVOLAG, TOV PanTiopa-
TOG KAl TNG EMKVPWOTG, OTwG Std&oKeTAL OTNV
Ayia Ipagn kat oto BipAio Tov Moppov.

Agv pumopole va VTTOTIUNCOVE TN onpacia
TOV LEPOV YPAPWY TOTO Yla TN HLETACTPOPT| OGO
Kal yla To va apapeivoovpe miotot oto Evayyé-
Ato. Ot apyaiot TPOPTTEG TTOV TTEPLYPAPOVTAL OTO
BiAio Tov Moppov nEepav yla Ty anmootoAn
Tov Inoov XpioTtov Kkat StdaxOnkav to Evayyéhio
Tov. To BifAio Tov Moppov pag ponda va minot-
doovyle o kovTd otov Oed kabwg pabaivovpe,
KatavooLpe kat epappolovpe Tig Stdaokalieg
tov. O IIpoentng T{olep Zwd Sidake: «Evag
avdpag [1) pia yovaika] 8a mAnoiale meploootepo
otov @b dtav tnpovoe Ta diddaypata tov PipAi-
ov, tapa omotovdnmote aAAov BiAiov».

[a va yvwpicovpe 61t To BipAio Tov Moppov
elvat 0 Aoyog Tov @eov, mpémet va Stafdcovpe,
va ovAAoytoBodpe kat va tpooevxnbovpe yU
AUTO KAl HETA VAL EVEPYNOOVHE OVUPWVAL |LE TaL
Sddypatda tov. O mpoPnTG Mopdvi vTooXEDNKE
0TL 0 ®edg Ba pog amokdvyel Tnv ainBela Tov
BiPAiov KaBWG TPOOELXOHATTE pe ELAIKPLVT] Kap-
d1d, pe mpobeon mpaypatik Kat pe mioTn oToV
Xptoto. H perétn tov BipAiov Tov Moppov eivat
amapaitnTn ya T SlapKn HETAoTPOP.

KaBag ovAhoylopaote T oxéon petagd tng
Ayiag Ipagng kat Tov BipAiov Tov Moppov wg
QOPNTEG GVOKEVES, Oa pmopoboape va KAVove
pia epwtnon. IToco xpriotua kat cupumAnpwyaTt-
K& vopiGete 6Tt Ba frav dvo PiPAia, av o Koplog
dnAwve 611 Ba oLVEEBOVY Kt «Ba yiv[ovv] oTo
XépL oov [éva]»; Avtd Sakrpuée o Koplog oxett-
Ka pe T «pdpdo tov Iovdar, Tnv Ayia Ipaen, kat
™ «pd&pdo tov Iwone», To BipAio Tov Moppov.

Amo moANEG onpavTikég andyelg, To BiAio
Tov Moppov mapéxet Oepelidn dtdaxn mov
evioyvet TV Ayia Ipagn kat owkodopiel e avTng.
H di8axn g E§idéwong Tov Inocov Xpioto eiva
¢va Babvotoxaoto mapdderypa.

H Ayia Ipagn mapéxet pia akptr agrynon
™6 Bvntng Srakoviag Tov Inoov Xpiotov, ovpme-
plapBavopévwy Tov Bavdtov kat Tng Avaota-
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is more explicit about the Atonement of Jesus
Christ,something prophets explained in detail
prior to His death.

The heading toAlma chapter 42reflects the
doctrinal significance of the Atonement of Jesus
Christ.

It reads: “Mortality is a probationary time to
enable man to repent and serve God—The Fall
brought temporal and spiritual death upon all
mankind—Redemption comes through repen-
tance—God Himself atones for the sins of the
world—Mercy is for those who repent—All
others are subject to God’s justice—Mercy comes
because of the Atonement—Only the truly peni-
tent are saved.”

President Russell M. Nelson has said, “I
promise that as you prayerfully study the Book of
Mormonevery day, you will make better deci-
sions—every day.” He also promises that if “you
daily immerse yourself in the Book of Mormon,
you can be immunized against the evils of the
day”

As I mentioned, I was impressed with the
concept of the original handheld device—a book.
However, I recognize the incredible significance
of the internet in the world today. One modern
handheld device can provide the information
that historically has filled a major library. We
are grateful to live in such a time as this. I am
particularly grateful that it allows sacred books
and Church materials to be available digitally.
The internet is a powerful tool for studying the
gospel.Today, many people share scriptures with
friends using technology. TheBook of Mormon
app, for example, is a wonderful way to introduce
friends to the Book of Mormon and can easily be
shared in normal and natural ways wherever you
may be.

While the internet provides many blessings,
unfortunately, like the written pamphlets critical
of the Church I described earlier, it has also been
used to create doubt and undermine faith in pre-
cious gospel principles. It can be part of the “evils
of the day” that President Nelson mentioned.
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ong Tov. To BipAio Tov Moppov eivat o oagég
yta v E&\éwon tov Inoov Xptotov, kdtt mov
oL PO TEG e€NyNoav AeMTOUEPWDG TIPLY ATIO TOV
Bavato Tov.

H emkepalida oToAApa kepdAato 42avTi-
katomtpiCet tn doypatikr onpacia tng E§Aéw-
ong tov Inoov Xpiotov.

Ager: «H Ovnrotnra eivat SokipaoTikog
XPOVOG yla va dwoet TNy gvkatpio otov dvBpwmo
Vol LETAVOTNOEL KAl Va VTinpeTnoetL Tov @go. H
[Ttwomn épepe VAIKO Kat TVEVHATIKO Bdvato mpog
OAn v avBpwnotnta. H Atpwon enépyetan
péow G petavotag. O'Tdog 0 Beodg efhewvetat
yla Tig apaptieg Tov koopov. H evomhayvia eival
yla ekeivovg mov petavoovv. OAot ot dANot vTo-
Ketvtal ot Sikatoovvn Tov Oeov. H evomhayvia
enépyetat xaptv g E§iAéwong. Movo ot alnbwg
petapeAnuévol cwlovrtar.

O IIpoedpog Pdooel M. Néoov éxel met:
«Ymooxopal OTL KABWG HENETATE [Le TTPOCEVYT| TO
BipAio Tov MoppovidOe pépa, Oa maipvete kakv-
Tepeg ano@aoelg —kdbe uépar. Emiong vmooyetat
ot av «epPubifeote kaBnueptvd oto BiAio tov
MOppoV, UTIOpPELTE VA EI0TE TPOCTATEVHEVOL ATIO
Ta Setvd TG NUEPAGH.

Onwg avépepa, EVTVTWOLACTNKA [E TNV
10€a TNG TPWTOTVTING POPNTHG CVOKEVTG — EVOG
BiPAiov. QoTtdo0, avayvwpilw TNy atiotevtn on-
paoio Tov Atadiktov 0TOV KOOUO ofjpepa. Mia
oDYXPOVN QOPNTI) CLOKELT) UTTOPEL VAl TTapEXEL
TIG TANPOPOPIEG TTOV LOTOPIKA £XOVV YepiOEL i
peydAn Pipriodnkn. Eipaote evyvapoveg mov
(olpe o€ pia TéTota emoxr Omwg avtr. Eipat 1diwg
EVYVWOHWVY TIOV eTITPETEL 0Ta tepd PiPAia kat 01O
VAo g ExxAnoiag va eivat Stabéopa ynet-
akd. To Aadiktvo eivat €va loxvpod epyaleio
yta ™ pehétn tov Evayyeliov. Xnpepa moAAoi
dvBpwmol kotvomolohV ypagég oe gilovg xpnot-
pomotwvtag TNV Texvohoyia. Hegappoyn BiAio
Tov Moppov, yla mapadetypa, eivat €vag Bavpa-
010G TPOTIOG YL VA TIAPOVOLATETE OTOVG PIAOVG
oag 1o BipAio Tov Moppov kat pmopeite ebkola
va 10 SLadWOoETE e KAVOVIKODG KAl PUALKOVG
TPOTIOVLG OTIOV KL AV ElOTE.

Evw 1o Atadiktvo mapéxet moAAEG evloyieg,
SVOTLXWG, OTWG Ta YPATITA EMIKPLTIKA QUANASLAL
yta tnv EkkAnoia mov mepiéypaya vwpitepa,
gxel emiong xpnotpomnownBei yia va mpokaléoet
ap@Polia Kal va VITOVOHEVOEL TNV TOTN O€ TO-
AOTIpeG apyég Tov Evayyehiov. Mmopel va eivat
HEPOG TWV «OEVAV TNG NUEPAGH TIOL AVEPEPE O
[Tp6edpog NeAoov.
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The adversary and those who assist him,
knowingly or unwittingly, have created on the
internet the equivalent of the box full of written
material critical of the Church I described earlier,
intended to draw you away from God’s truth.

The issues raised to create doubt over the
years have been remarkably similar. This is espe-
cially true when you compare our day with the
1960s, when I was in my 20s.

The scriptures teach us to use judgment and
be wise in all things. The internet can be used in
a positive way or a destructive way.

Both long-term members and those new-
ly studying the gospel need to be intentional
about what they view. Do not entertain immor-
al, dishonest, or unrighteous material. If you
do, algorithms can lead you down a path that
destroys faith and impairs your eternal progres-
sion. You can be acted upon positively or nega-
tively. Seek righteousness and avoid dark internet
rabbit holes and doomscrolling.Fill your life with
positive, righteous ideas; be joyful; have fun but
avoid foolishness. There is a difference. Thethir-
teenth article of faithis a marvelous guide. Above
all, immerse yourself regularly in the Book of
Mormon, which will draw the Spirit into your
life and help you discern truth from error.

My counsel for those who have in any way
deviated from the covenant path is to return to
the sacred scriptures, prophetic guidance, reli-
gious observance in the home, and the music of
faith. Every soul is preciousto the Lord.We need
you! The Lord needs you, and you need Him!
You will always be welcome. During my many
years of Church service, I have cherished the
wonderful people who returned to the covenant
path and then served and blessed everyone they
loved or with whom they came in contact.

The sacred scriptures and living prophets are
a major way a loving Heavenly Father makes His
plan of happiness available to all His children.
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O evavriog kat ekeivol Tov Tov Bondovy, ev
YVWOoeL 1} €V ayvoia, £xovv dnuovpynoet 6to At-
adiKTLO TO AVTIOTOLXO TOV KOVTLOV (e TO TIANPEG
YPATTO VAIKO IOV A0KOVOE KPLTIKY 0NV ExkAn-
ola Kol Tov TEPLEYpAYa VWPITEPA, [IE OKOTIO Va
0ag ATTOUAKPVVOLY amo Ty ainfeia Tov Oeo.

Ta {nrrpata mov t€0nkay, yia va dnpovp-
ynoovv ap@iBolieg pe TNV mdpodo Twv eTWV,
frav agloonpeiwta mapopota. Avto Loxvel
OLUTEPWG OTAV CLYKPIVETE TNV EMOXN UAG HE TN
dexaetia Tov 1960, 6Tav Hpovy oTa 20 pov.

Ot ypagég pag S1daokovy va xprnotpomnot-
OVE TNV Kpion Kal va eipaote co@oi o OAa Ta
npdypata. To AwadikTvo pmopel va xpnotpomnotn-
O¢i pe OeTiko 1 e KATAOTPOPIKO TPOTIO.

Tooo ta pakpoxpovia péAn 600 kat ekeiva
nov pehetodv mpooata to Evayyélio mpémet va
£XOUV OKOTIO OXETIKA e avTO oL PAEmovy. Mnv
Staokeddlete pe avrBiko, avéVTio 1) U EVAPETO
VALKO. Av TO KAVETE, oL alydplOpol umopovv va
oag 0dnNynoovV o€ €va LOVOTIATL IOV KATAOTPE-
@eL TNV TOoTn Kat Tapermodifet TNV alwvia po-
080 oag. MmopolV va evepyroovy endvw oag
Oetikd 1} apvnTika. AvalnTtioTte XpnoToTnTA Kot
ano@OyeTe okOTEVEG StadikTvakég mapakeveg
Kot KaONAwTIKEG KATAOTAOELS Kat TNV adtakomn
avayvwon dvoapeotwv eldnoswv. Fepiote T {wn
oag pe BeTikég, XpnoTEG 18éeg, va eioTe Xapov-
pevol, va Staokedaoete, alAd va amo@ebyete
Vv avonoia. Yrapxet pia dtagopd. Tol3o dpbpo
NG mioTewceivat £vag Bavpaotog 0dnyog. Iavw
art’ OAa, va guPubifeote TakTikd oto BiAio Tov
Moppov, To omoio Ba mpooehkoet To [Tvedua
ot Cwr| oag kat Oa oag Bondroet va Stakpivete
v aAnBeta and o opdApa.

H ovpovAn pov yia 660G €XOVV [ OTTOLOV-
dnmote TpOTO MAPEKKAIVEL ATTO TO HOVOTIATL TNG
S1aBnKnG ival va eMOTPEYETE OTIG LEPEG YPAPES,
otny mpoentikn kabodnynon, otn Opnokevtikn
THPNOT OTO OTITL KAl OTT) HOVOLKT TN TOTNG.
KaBe yoxn eivar moAvTiun ya tov Kvpro. Zag
xpetaiopaote! O Kdplog oag xpetdletar kat eoeig
Tov xpetaleote! Oa eioTte MAvTa eVTPOGSEKTOL.
Katé ) didpreta Twv mMOAA@V eT@V VINpETNONG
pov otnv ExkAnoia, éxw ayannoet Tovg viépo-
XOVG avBpwMoLG IOV EMEGTPEYAY OTO HOVO-
TaTL TNG SLabnKng Kat KATOTLY LIINPETNOAV Kol
gVAOYNoav OAoVG 6O0VG ayamoboaV 1) He TOVG
omoiovg épxovTay o€ emagn.

Ot Lep€g ypagég kat ot {wvTeg TPoQrTEG givat
£VOIG ONUAVTIKOG TPOTIOG LE TOV OTIOLO O OTOp-
ykog Emovpdviog IMatépag kavet Stabéoipo to
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I bear my sure witness of the divinity of Jesus
Christ and the reality of His Atonement, in the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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ox€d16 Tov mepi evdatpoviag oe OAa Ta TéKvVa
Tov.

Aidw tn PEPain paptupia pov ya T Beto-
Tnta Tov Inood Xplotov kat Ty TpayHATIKO-
ta g E§\éworg Tov, oo dvopa tov Incov
Xplotov, apnv.

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



