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Nourish the Roots, and the Branches Will Grow

By Elder Dieter E Uchtdorf
Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
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October 2024 general conference

The branches of your testimony will draw strength
from your deepening faith in Heavenly Father and
His Beloved Son.

An Old Chapel in Zwickau

The year 2024 is something of a milestone
year for me. It marks 75 years since I was bap-
tized and confirmed a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Zwickau,
Germany.

My membership in the Church of Jesus
Christ is precious to me. To be counted among
God’s covenant people, with you, my brothers
and sisters, is one of the greatest honors of my
life.

When I think about my personal journey
of discipleship, my mind often goes back to an
old villa in Zwickau, where I have cherished
memories of attending sacrament meetings of
the Church of Jesus Christ as a child. It is there
where the seedling of my testimony received its
earliest nourishing.

This chapel had an old air-driven organ. Ev-
ery Sunday a young man was assigned to push up
and down the sturdy lever operating the bellows
to make the organ work. I sometimes had the
great privilege of assisting in this important task.

While the congregation sang our beloved
hymns, I pumped with all my strength so the
organ would not run out of wind. From the
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O1 kA&dor TG paptupias oag Oa avtAyoovy
Ovvaun amo v eufabuvon THG TOTHG 0aG OTOV
Enovpavio Iatépa ko otov Ayamnuévo Yio Tov.

Mo TToAL ekkANnoiot oto ToBikoou

To €106 2024 eival kKaTL oav £T0G OPOOTHLO
yla péva. ZuumAnpovovtat 75 Xpovia anod ToTe
nov PantiocOnka kat emkvp@OnKa pEXog NG
ExkkAnoiag tov Inoov Xpiotov twv Ayiwv Twv
Televtaiwv Huepwv oto ToPikaov tng leppavi-
ag.

H 1816tnté pov wg pélovg oty ExkkAnoia
Tov Inoov Xpioto eivat moAvTIun yia péva. To
va ovykataléyopat 6Tov Aad tng Stabnkng Tov
O¢ov, pali pe e0dg, Tovg aded@ovg kat Tig adel-
Q&G OV, €lval pia artod TIG HEYAAVTEPEG TIHEG TNG
{wng pov.

Otav okénTopal To TPOoWTIKO pov Ta&idt
NG OLOTNTOG TOL HaBNTOV, O VOUG LoV CLYVA
nmyaivet miow oe pio maid émavAn oto ToPika-
0V, OTIOV £XW AYATNUEVEG AVALVIOELS ATIO TNV
TPOCGENEVOT| LOV OTIG CUYKEVTPWOELG UETAATYE-
wg ™G EkkAnoiag tov Inocov Xpiotov wg maudi.
Ekel eivat 6mov 10 devdpvAAL0 TG HapTupiag
pov é\afe TNV TPWTN TOL TPOPN.

Avtn 1 exkAnoia ixe éva makd 6pyavo mov
Ktveito ano agpa. Kabe Kvpraxr évag veapdg
avdpag avarapPave va avefokatePalet tov oTt-
Bapd poxA6 mov AettovpyovoE TOVG YUONTHPEG
yla va AeLTovpynoetL To 0pyavo. Meptkég popég
elxa To peydho mpovopo va ondrow oe avtd T0
ONHAVTLKO épYoO.

Evoow to ekkAnoiaoua tpayovdodoe Tovg
ayannuéVovs pag vuvovs, avePokatéfala tov
HOXAO e OAn pov TN Svvaun, WOTE Va [N CTApa-
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bellows operator seat, I had a great view of some
stunning stained-glass windows, one depicting
the Savior Jesus Christ and another portraying
Joseph Smith in the Sacred Grove.

I can still remember the sacred feelings I had
as I looked at those sunlit windows while listen-
ing to the testimonies of the Saints and singing
the hymns of Zion.

In that holy place, the Spirit of God bore
witness to my mind and heart that it was true:
Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. This is His
Church. The Prophet Joseph Smith saw God the
Father and Jesus Christ and heard Their voices.

Earlier this year, while on assignment in Eu-
rope, I had the opportunity to return to Zwickau.
Sadly, that beloved old chapel isn’t there any-
more. It was torn down many years ago to make
room for a large apartment building.

What Is Eternal, and What Is Not?

I admit that it’s sad to know that this beloved
building from my childhood is now just a mem-
ory. It was a sacred building to me. But it was just
a building.

By contrast, the spiritual witness I gained
from the Holy Ghost those many years ago has
not passed away. In fact, it has grown stronger.
The things I learned in my youth about the fun-
damental principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ
have been my firm foundation throughout my
life. The covenant connection I forged with my
Heavenly Father and His Beloved Son has stayed
with me—long after the Zwickauchapel was dis-
mantled and the stained-glass windows were lost.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away; Jesus
said, “but my words shall not pass away.”

“The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be
removed, saith the Lord”

One of the most important things we can
learn in this life is the difference between what
is eternal and what is not.Once we understand
that, everything changes—our relationships, the
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THOEL 1) ELOPOT| a€pa 0TO Opyavo. Amd To kadi-
OO TOV XELPLOTH) TOL YUONTHPA, £l VTTEPOXT
B¢a o€ pepikd eKTANKTIKA VaoypagrLaTa, Eva
7oL anetkovile Tov Zwtripa Inocov Xptoto kat
éva dAAo mov amnetkovile Tov T{Olep Zwd oo
Iepd ANoog.

Mmnopw akoun va Bvpnbw ta tepd ovvaiodn-
pata mov eiya kabwg koitala ekeiva Ta nAdAov-
ota mapabupa, v dkovya TIG HApTLPiEG TWV
Ayiwv kat Tpayovdodoa Toug VVOVG TG ZLWV.

Ye ekelvo To Aylo UéPog, To IIvedpa Tov
Oeov £dwoe papTupia OTOV VOL Kal TNV Kapdtd
pov ot v ainBeta: o Inoovg Xplotog eivat
0 ZwTnpag Tov koopov. Avtr eivat 1 EkkAnoia
Tov. O IIpoentng T{olep Zwb ide tov Oed Ila-
Tépa kat Tov Inoov XploTo kat Akovoe TIG pwVEG
Tovg.

Nowpitepa @£T106, evw fHHOLV og pa avabeon
otnv Evpwnn, eixa tnv evkatpia va emotpéyw
oto ToPikaov. AvoTux@, ekeivn n ayamnuévn
naktd ekkAnoia dev eival ekel ma. Karedagiotn-
Ke TIpLv amd moAAd xpovia yia va dnpovpynOei
XWPOG yla pia peydAn moAvkatotkia.

TL elvoll OLWVLO KO TL SeV elval;

[Tapadéxopat 6Tt ivat Aomnpod va yvwpilw
OTLAVTO TO AYATNUEVO KTHPLO artd TNV Toudikr
pov nAtkia eivat TAov amAwg pia avapvnon.

Hrav éva tepd ktnpto yla péva. Opwg frav

amAwg éva KThpLo.

Ev avtibéoet, n mvevpatikn paptupia mov
anéktnoa ano to Ayto IIvevpa mptv amo moAé
Xpovia dev éxet mapéADel. Ztnv mpaypatikoTn-
Ta, €xet evioxvBel. Ta mpaypata mov épnaba otn
VEOTNTA OV OXETIKA pe TIG Oepehiwderg apxég
tov Evayyeliov tov Incov Xpiotov fjrav to
YepO Bepélio pov oe OAn pov t (wry. H obvdeon
daBnkng mov ogupnAatnoa pe tov Emovpavio
Iatépa pov kot tov Ayannuévo Yio Tov éxel
peiveL Héoa LoV — TTOAD Katpd apoTov Katedaepi-
otnke 1 ekkAnoia tov ToPikaov kat xdOnkav ta
napdBvpa valoypagiag.

«O ovpavog ka1 yn Oa mapéABovv» eine o
Inoovg «ta Aoyta pov opwg dev Ba mapéABovvr.

«Ta Bovvd Ba petatomoTovy, kat ot Moot
Ba petakivnBolv- Opwg, To éAedg pov dev Ba
ekheiyel and oéva, ovte 1) Stadrkn TG elprvng
pov Ba petaktvnOei».

‘Eva ano ta 1o onpavtikd mpaypata mov
pnopovpe va pabovpe oe avtr tn {wn eivatn
Slapopd avdpeca 0To Tt gival ALWVLO Kat Tt OXL
Mo\ to kataldPovpe avtd, OAa alAdovv - ot
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choices we make, the way we treat people.

Knowing what is eternal and what is not is
key to growing a testimony of Jesus Christ and
His Church.

Don't Mistake the Branches for the
Roots

The restored gospel of Jesus Christ, as the
Prophet Joseph Smith taught, “embrace[s] all,
and every item of truth”But that doesn’t mean
that all truth is of equal value. Some truths are
core, essential, at the root of our faith. Others
are appendages or branches—valuable, but only
when they are connected to the fundamentals.

The Prophet Joseph also said, “The funda-
mental principles of our religion are the testi-
mony of the Apostles and Prophets, concerning
Jesus Christ, that He died, was buried, and rose
again the third day, and ascended into heaven;
and all other things which pertain to our religion
are only appendages to it

In other words, Jesus Christ and His atoning
sacrifice are the root of our testimony. All other
things are branches.

This is not to say that the branches are unim-
portant. A tree needs branches. But as the Savior
told His disciples, “The branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine”Without a
connection to the Savior, to the nourishment
found in the roots, a branch withers and dies.

When it comes to nourishing our testimo-
nies of Jesus Christ, I wonder if we sometimes
mistake the branches for the roots. This was the
mistake Jesus observed in the Pharisees of His
day. They paid so much attention to the relative-
ly minor details of the law that they ended up
neglecting what the Savior called “the weightier
matters”—fundamental principles like “justice
and mercy and faith”

If you want to nourish a tree, you don't
splash water on the branches. You water the
roots. Similarly, if you want the branches of
your testimony to grow and bear fruit, nourish
the roots. If you are uncertain about a particu-
lar doctrine or practice or element of Church
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OX£0ELG [AG, OL EMAOYEG TTOV KAVOVE, O TPOTIOG
7oL avTLpeTwilov e TOVG avBpWMTOUG.

H yvwon avtod mov ival aunvio Kot avtov
7ov dev eivau eivat To kKAewdi ya Tnv avantoln
paptupiog ya Tov Inoov Xptoto kat v ExkAn-
oia Tov.

Mnv urtep8evete T KAASIA UE TIG
piceq

To anokateotnuévo Evayyélio tov Inoov
Xptotov, omwg Sidake o IIpoentng T¢Olee
Z0 «aomaletat Ta mavta, kat kabe ototyeio
aAnBetagy. Opwg avtd dev onpaivet 6TLOAN N
ahnBeta éxet ion agio. Oplopéves andeteg eivat
Baoikég, ovowwdelg, otn pifa Tng MoTEWS pag.
AN\ eivan e€aptrpata 1) kAddot — moAvTina
aAld povov otav ovuvoeovTat pe ta Oepehtwdn).

O IIpogrtng TCoLeq Zwib eime emiong: «Ot
Depedwdelg apyég tnG Opnokeiog pag eivan
1 paptopia Twv Atootodwv kat [TIpogntwy,
oxeTka pe Tov Inoov Xptoto, o1t Ekeivog méba-
Ve, £TAPN, Kat aveoTrHOn katd Tnv Tpitn nuépa,
Kat aviABe 0Tovg ovpavovg- kat OAa Ta dANa
TIoL ava@épovtal 0T Bpnokeia pag, anotelovy
ATAWG TIPOCAPTHHATA O AVTO».

Me dAa AoyLa, o Inoovg XptoTtog kat n
e§ilewTikr) Buoia Tov eivau 1 pila tng paptupiog
pag. Oha ta dAAa givar kKAadid.

Avt6 dev onpaivel 6Tt Ta kKAadLd eivat aorj-
pavta. Eva 8¢v8po ypetdletal khadid. Opwg,
OTwg einte 0 Zwtnpag otovg padntég Tov: «To
KANpa Oev pmopei va pépet kapmod and povo tov,
av 8ev peivel evopévo pe Ty aumelor. Xwpig
o0Vdeon e Tov ZwThpa, He TNV TPOPT} IOV
Bpioketal o115 pileg, £va kAadi papaivetat Kat
nebaivel.

Otav mpokertan ya t Opéyn Twv paptupt-
wV pag yta Tov Inocod Xploto, avapwtiépat av
HEPIKEG POPEG Hmepdebovpe Ta KAASIAL He TIG
piCes. Avto frav to AdBog mov mapatnpnoe o In-
oovg otovg Papioaiovg tng emoxng Tov. Edwvav
TOOT POOOXT| OTIG OXETIKA )0COVOG OTpaciag
AEMTOUEPELEG TOV VOUOV, WOTE KATEANEaY va
TIOAPAUEAOVY UTO TTOV ameKANEDE 0 ZWTHPOG
«ta Bapvtepa Bépatar — Oepehiwdelg apxég omwg
«TnV Kpion Kal To €Ae0g Kat TNV TioTn».

Av Béhete va Opéyete Eva §¢vEpo, dev
pixvete vepd ota kAadid tov. ITotilete Tig pide.
Opoiwg, av B¢Aete ot kKA&SOL TNG papTLpiag
0aG VoL LEYAAWDTOVY KAl VoL ATTOPEPOVY KAPTIO,
Bpéyte 16 pieq. Av dev eiote BEPatot yia pia
OVYKeKPLUEVT S1dayT) 1) TIPAKTIKT 1) OTOLKELO TNG
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history, seek clarity with faith in Jesus Christ.
Seek to understand His sacrifice for you, His love
for you, His will for you. Follow Him in humil-
ity. The branches of your testimony will draw
strength from your deepening faith in Heavenly
Father and His Beloved Son.

For example, if you want a stronger testimo-
ny of the Book of Mormon, focus on its witness
of Jesus Christ. Notice how the Book of Mormon
testifies of Him, what it teaches about Him, and
how it invites and inspires you to come unto
Him.

If you're seeking a more meaningful expe-
rience in Church meetings or in the temple, try
looking for the Savior in the sacred ordinances
we receive there.Find the Lord in His holy house.

If you ever feel burned out or overwhelmed
by your Church calling, try refocusing your
service on Jesus Christ. Make it an expression of
your love for Him.

Nourish the roots, and the branches will
grow. And in time, they will bear fruit.

Rooted and Built Up in Him

Strong faith in Jesus Christ doesn’t hap-
pen overnight. No, in this mortal world, it’s the
thorns and thistles of doubt that grow sponta-
neously.The healthy, fruitful tree of faith requires
intentional effort.And a vital part of that effort is
making sure we are firmly rooted in Christ.

For example: At first, we may be drawn to the
Savior’s gospel and Church because we are im-
pressed by the friendly members or by the kind
bishop or the clean looks of the chapel. These
circumstances are certainly important to grow
the Church.

Nevertheless, if the roots of our testimony
never grow deeper than that, what will happen
when we move to a ward that meets in a less
impressive building, with members who aren’t
so friendly, and the bishop says something that
offends us?

Another example: Doesn’t it seem reasonable
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totopiag TG ExxAnoiag, emlntiote Stavyeta pe
niotn otov Inoov Xpioto. Emintote va kata-
AaBete tn Bvoia Tov yla eadg, Tnv aydmnn Tov
yta €0dg, o 0éAnua Tov yla eodg. Akolovbnote
Tov pe tamevotnra. Ot kAadot TG paptupiag
oag Ba avtAnoovy dvvapn and v epfadbuvon
NG miotng oag otov Emovpdvio Iatépa kat otov
Ayamnpévo Y16 Tov.

[a mapaderypa, av Oedete pa Suvatotepn
paptupia ya o BipAio Tov Moppov, emikevipw-
Oeite 0N papTupia Tov yla Tov Inoov Xpioto.
[Mapatnprote g to BipAio Tov Moppov
katabétel paptupia yia Exeivov, Tt diddoket yia
Ekeivov kat mwg oag mpookalel Kat oag eumvéet
va éABete pog AvTow.

Edv emlnteite pia mo onpavtkn epmepia
0TI oVYKeVTpWOoeLG TG ExkAnoiag ) otov vao,
npoonadnote va avalntrioete Tov ZoTrhpa oTIG
tepég Statdéetg mov AapPavovpe exei. Bpeite tov
Kbpro otov ayto oiko Tov.

Edv moté aioBavBeite eEovBevwpévor 1) ka-
TaPepAnpévot and tny kAnon oag oty ExkAn-
ola, TpoomafnoTe va EMKEVTIPWOETE €K VEOL TNV
vmnpétnon oag otov Inoov Xpioto. Kavte to
EKPpaon TNG aydmnng oag yia Exeivov.

Opéyte TIG pileg kat Ta kAadid Oa peyolw-
oovv. Kat pe tov katpo, Ba anodwoovv kapmovg,.

Pillwpévol ko eTtolkoSopunuévol o'
Autov

H Sdvvatn miotn otov Inoov Xpiotod dev
ovpPaiver ev pia vokti. Oxt, og avtdv TOV BV T
KOOWO, eival Ta aykadia kat ta TptpoAia TG ap-
@poAiag mov peyalwvovv avBopunta. To vyiég,
KapTopopo d€vEpo TG TMioTew  amautel OKOTIN
npoomafeta. Kat éva (wtikng onpaciag pépog
auTrg TG Tpoomabetag eival va BefatwBodue 0Tt
elpaote yepa plwpévol otov Xptoto.

Ta apadetypa: Ztnv apyn, umopei va pag
eAkvel To Evayyéhio kau j ExkAnoia tov Zwtr-
pOG, eMELdT| EVTLTIWOLAOUATTE ATO Tat PLALKA
HEAN 1 ATtO TOV KAAOOVVATO EMOKOTO 1) Ao TNV
kaBapr| epeavion TG ekkAnoiag. AvTég oL ovv-
Onkeg elval ao@AAWG ONUAVTIKEG YLat VoL HeYaAw-
oet n ExkkAnota.

[Tap’ OAa avTd, av ot pileg TNG LapTLpiag Hog
dev yivovv moté Babutepeg mépav avtov, Tt Ba
ovpPel OTaV HETAKOUITOVE O€ Evav TOUEN TTOV
OVYKEVTPWVETAL O€ €VA ALYOTEPO EVTVTIWOLAKO
KTHpLo, e HEAN TTov Sev eivatl TO0O QLALKA Kat 0
ETMOKOTIOG TIEL KATL TTOV HaG TPOooPAAet;

‘Eva dAho mapadetypa: Aev @aivetat Aoyt-
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to hope that if we keepthe commandments and
are sealed in the temple, we will be blessed with a
large, happy family with bright, obedient chil-
dren, all of whom stay active in the Church, serve
missions, sing in the ward choir, and volunteer

to help clean the meetinghouse every Saturday
morning?

I certainly hope that all of us will see this in
our lives. But what if it doesn’t happen? Will we
stay bound to the Savior regardless of circum-
stances—trusting Him and His timing?

We must ask ourselves: Is my testimony
based on what I hope to happen in my life? Is it
dependent on the actions or attitudes of others?
Or is it firmly founded on Jesus Christ, “rooted
and built up in him,’regardless of life’s changing
circumstances?

Traditions, Habits, and Faith

The Book of Mormon tells of a people who
“were strict in observing the ordinances of
God”But then a skeptic named Korihor came
along, mocking the Savior’s gospel, calling it the
“foolish” and “silly traditions of their fathers.”Ko-
rihor led “away the hearts of many, causing them
to lift up their heads in their wickedness.”But
others he could not deceive, because to them,
the gospel of Jesus Christ was much more than a
tradition.

Faith is strong when it has deep roots in per-
sonal experience, personal commitment to Jesus
Christ, independent of what our traditions are or
what others may say or do.

Our testimony will be tested and tried. Faith
is not faith if never tested. Faith is not strong if
never opposed. So don't despair if you have trials
of faith or unanswered questions.

We should not expect to understand every-
thing before we act. That is not faith. As Alma
taught, “Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge
of things”If we wait to act until all of our ques-
tions are answered, we severely limit the good we
can accomplish, and we limit the power of our
faith.

Faith is beautiful because it persists even
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KO va eATtilovpe OTL av TNPOVE TIG EVTONEG Ka
elpaote emo@paylopévol otov vaod, Ba evhoyn-
Bovpe pe pia peydhn, evTuXLopPEVT OlKOYEVELQ,
pe Aapmpd vakova matdid, OAa €K TwV OTolwV
Tapapévovy evepyd otnv EkkAnoia, vnnpetovv
LEPATIOOTOAEG, TpayoLdovV oTn xopwdia Tov
Topéwg kat fonBoiv eBelovoiwg va kabapiletat
0 gVKTHpLoG oikog kabe ZapPato mpwi;

EAnti{w BéPata 6Tt 0ot pag Ba to dodpe avto
ot (wr| pag. AAG Tt yivetat av 8ev ovpfei; Oa
napapeivovpe Sepévol pe Tov ZoThpa aoxETWE
TV TIEPLOTACEWV — gUTIoTEVOpEVOL Exelvov kat
Tov xpoviopo Tov;

I[Tpémet va avapwtnBovue: Baoiletal n
HapTupia pov o€ avTd oL eATi(w va cvpPei TN
{wn) pov; E€aptdrtat and T mpdéeig 1y tn otd-
on twv dAAwv; H eivar yepd Oepediwpévn otov
Inoob Xptoto, «p{wpévn kat emotkoSopunpévn
0" auTOV», avekaptnta and T petafarlopeveg
ovvOnkeg TG (wng;

Nopaddoelg, cuvnBEeLeg Kol TTOTN

To BipAio Tov Moppov Ad yia évav Aad
TIOV «TAV AVOTNPOL 0NV THPNoN TV SlaTd-
Eewv ToL Oeovr. OpwG TOTE EPPAVITTNKE £VaG
oKkenTkio T ovopatt Kopixop, YAevalovtag to
Evayyéhio Tov ZoTpog, amoKalwvTag To «avo-
nreg mapadooelg Twv matépwv tovgy. O Kopiydp
«map[€éovpe] TIg KapdEg TOAAWDY, KAVOVTAG TOVG
VA VYDVOLV TO KEPAAL TOVG [Le TNV KaKia TOVG».
A& 6A\ovg Sev pmopovoe va egamatroel, ylati
yta avtovg to Evayyélio tov Incov Xpiotov
ATav KATL TOAD TePLocOTEPO Ao Tapadoor).

H niotn eivou Suvarn, otav éxet fabiég pileg
OTNV TPOOWTILKN EUTELPLA, OTNV TPOCWTILKT)
Séopevon atov Inoov Xpioto, ave§aptnta ano
TO TOLEG eivat oL TapadOoeL§ pag 1 Tt umopel va
TIOVV 1} VAL K&VOLV ot AAAoL.

H paptupia pog Oa doxipaotel. H miotn dev
elvat miotn, av dev doxipaotei moté. H miotn
dev eivat duvatn, av moté dev vdpyet avtibeon.
Emopévwg, unv aneAnileote, av éxete Sokipaoieg
TOTEWG 1) AVATAVTINTA EPWTHHATA.

Agv Ba TTpETEL VAL AVAPEVOVLE VAL KATAVOT)-
OOVYE Ta TTAVTA TIPOTOV eVePYROOLUE. AVTO dev
elvaw miotn. Onwg Sida&e o Alpa: «ITiotn Sev
elval To va éovpe TEAELA YVWDOT TWV TTPAypd-
TwV». AV TTEPLUEVOVLE VA EVEPYTOOVHE PEXPL VAL
anavtnBolv ONeg oL epwTHOELS pag, meptopilovpe
AVOTNPA TO KAAO TTOV UTTOPODVE VA ETUTUXOVUE
Kat meptopifovpe tn Svvapn TG MOTEWS Hag.

H niotn eivau opopn, emetdn) empévet akopn
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when blessings don’'t come as hoped for. We can't
see the future, we don’t know all the answers,
but we can trust Jesus Christ as we keep moving
forward and upward because He is our Savior
and Redeemer.

Faith endures the trials and the uncertainties
of life because it is firmly rooted in Christ and
His doctrine. Jesus Christ, and our Father in
Heaven who sent Him, together constitute the
one undeviating, perfectly reliable object of our
trust.

A testimony is not something that you build
once and it stands forever. It's more like a tree
that you nourish constantly. Planting the word
of God in your heart is only the first step. Once
your testimony starts to grow, then the real work
begins! That’s when you “nourish it with great
care, that it may get root, that it may grow up,
and bring forth fruit” It takes “great diligence”
and “patience with the word.” But the Lord’s
promises are sure: “Ye shall reap the rewards of
your faith, and your diligence, and patience, and
long-suffering, waiting for the tree to bring forth
fruit unto you.”

My dear brothers and sisters, my dear
friends, there’s a part of me that misses the old
Zwickau chapel and its stained-glass windows.
But over the past 75 years, Jesus Christ has
led me on a journey through life that is more
thrilling than I could ever have imagined. He
has comforted me in my afflictions, helped me
to recognize my weaknesses, healed my spiritual
wounds, and nourished me in my growing faith.

It is my sincere prayer and blessing that we
will constantly nourish the roots of our faith in
the Savior, in His doctrine, and in His Church.
Of this I testify in the sacred name of our Savior,
our Redeemer, our Master—in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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Kat 0Tav oL evhoyieg dev épxovTal OTwG eATi-
Covpe. Aev pmopodpe va Sovpe o uéANoV, dev
yvwpilovpe OAeG TG amavTnoels, aANd HTopovLe
va eumotevbovpe Tov Inoov Xptoto 6o ovveyi-
(ovpie va KIVOUUAOTE TPOG Tal EUTPOG KAl TTPOG Tl
Tévw, emeldn eivat 0 Zwtnpag kat AVTpwThG HaG.

H niotn vopével T1g dokipacieg kat TG
apefatotnreg g Cwr|g, StoTL eivat yepd pilw-
pévn otov Xptotéd kat tn Stdayr Tov. O Inoovg
Xpiotog kat o ITatépag pag otovg Ovpavovg, o
omnoiog Tov améotethe, pali armotelovv To €va
amap€YKALTo, Téheta aflomoTo avTIKEIHEVO TNG
EUTLOTOOVVNG HAg.

H paptupia dev eivat k4Tt Tov otkodopeite
ama§ kat mapapévet yia mavta. Eival neplooo-
Tepo oav éva §¢vOpo mov Tpé@ete ocvvexwe. H
@UTELOT TOL AOYOVL TOL B0l 0NV KapdLd oag
elvat povo to mpato Pripwa. Amag kat n gapto-
pila oag apyioet va peyalwvet, ToTe apyiCet to
npaypatiko épyo! Tote eivatl mov Ty «kalAiep-
yleite] pe peydhn gpovtida, ya va prliwoet, yla
va HeYAAWOEL, KAl VA AmO@EPEL KapTto». Amaitel
«UEYANT ETUUENELO» KAL KVTIOROVT| [E TOV AOYO».
Ouwg ot vrrooxéoelg Tov Kupiov eivar féPatec:
«@a dpéyeTe TNV apolPn NG mOTNG 0ag, Kat TNG
ETIHENELAG OAG, KAl TG VTTOHOVHG 0AG, KAl TNG
pakpoBupiag oag, mov mepLpEvaTe To GEVTPO Yla
VOl ATTOPEPEL KAPTIO O ETAGH.

Ayamnmrot aded@oli kat ayamntég adeApég
HLOV, ayanmnTol @iAoL Hov, LTTAPXEL £VOL KOPUATL
pov Tov Tov Aeimel n makid ekkAnoia tov Topi-
Kaov kat Ta Tapdabupd Tng pe TG VaAoypapieg.
Opwg ta tedevtaia 75 xpovia, o Inoovg Xplotog
e odrjynoe oe éva takidt otn {wn mov eivat Mo
OLVOPTIAOTIKO Ao 0,Tt Ba pmopovoa mMoTé va
pavtacHw. Me éxel mapnyopnoet ota Bacava
Hov, pe €xet fondnoet va avayvwpiow TG advva-
Hieg pov, €xet Oepamevoel TIG TVEVHATIKEG TANYEG
HOL Kat pe EXeL YOAOVXTOEL HE TNV avavOpeVn
mloTn Hov.

Eivau n ethikpivig mpooevyn kat evhoyia pov
WOTE VoL TPEPOLE CLVEXWG TIG pileg TNG TioTe-
G pag otov Zwtnpa, otn didayr Tov kot otV
ExkkAnoia Tov. I avtd katabétw paptupia oto
LEPO OVOHA TOV ZWTHPOG HAG, TOV AVTPWTH HAG,
Tov Atdaokdlov pag — 0To dvopa Tov Inood
Xplotov, aunv.
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