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God trusts you, the children of the covenant, to
help with His work of bringing all His children
safely home to Him.

Elder Stevenson, this is a conference never to
be forgotten.

Our family has always enjoyed a little book
calledChildren’s Letters to God. Here are a few:

“Dear God, instead of letting people die and
having to make new ones, why don't you just
keep the ones you've got right now?”

“How come you only have ten rules, but our
school has millions?”

“Why did you put the tonsils in if youre just
going to take them out again?”

Today there isn’t time to answer alltheseques-
tions, but there is another question I often hear
from young people that I would like to address.
From Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, to Thomas, Idaho,
the question is the same: “Why? Why must Lat-
ter-day Saints live so differently from others?”

I know it’s hard to be different—especially
when you are young and want so badly for other
people to like you. Everyone wants to fit in, and
that desire is magnified to unhealthy proportions
in today’s digital world filled with social media
and cyberbullying.

So, with all that pressure, whydoLatter-day
Saints live so differently? There are many good
answers: Because you are a child of God. Because
you have been saved for the last days. Because
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O O¢€ds eumoTeveTau €066, T TEKVAX THG S1On-
k1, yie v fonBnoete oto épyo Tov va péper OAa
1o Tékve Tov pe aopadeix oto omiti mpog Exeivoy.

[TpeoPitepe Ztrievooy, avtr eival lia ovve-
Aevon mov dev Ba Eexaotei MOTE.

H owoyéveld pag mévtote amoAdpPave
éva kpo PipAio mov AeydtavChildrens Letters
to God [Ipappata madiwv otov Oeo]. Opiote
uepikot:

«AyannTé Ocg, avTi va a@rVeLg TOUG ov-
Bpwmovg va mebaivovv kat va yevviouvtat véot
avBpwmot, ylati dev kKpaTdg AMAWS AVTOVG IOV
EXELG TWPA;»

«ITwg yivetat va €xelg povo déka Kavoveg,
EVW TO OXOAEIO HOG EXEL EKATOUUDPLA»

«Tati éPaleg TG apvydalég, av mpokettal
anmAwg va Tig Byalelg Eavds»

Zruepa dev vITApYEL XPOVOG VA ATIAVTHOW OF
ONECAVTEGTIG EPWTNOELG, AAAG LTTApYEL pict GAAN
EPWTNOT) TTOL AKOVW LY VA aTtd VEOLg avBpw-
Tovg, otnv omoia Ba nBeka va avagpepbw. Ao to
OvAdv Mmnatop tng Moyyohiag puéxpt o Topag
0710 AtvTayo, To epwtnua ivat to idlo: «liarti;
Tati mpémet ot Aylot twv Tehevtaiwv Hpegpwv va
{ovv 1000 SLaQoPETIKA O TOVG AANOVG»

Eépw oTL eivat dhokolo va eioat Stapope-
TIKOC — €101KA OTav gloal vEog kat Bélelg TG00
ToAV va og oupmabnoovy ot aAAot. Ohot Bédovv
va taptalovy kat avtr 1 embopia peyeduvetan
0€ VOOT)pEG OLAOTACELG GTOV ONUEPLVO YNPLAKO
KOG TIOV €ival YEUATOG [LE HECA KOLVWVIKIG
SuTdwong kat StadikTvakd ekPoPLopo.

‘Etol, pe 0An avtn Vv mieon, yati ot Aytot
Twv Televtaiwv Huepwviouvtooo Stagopetikd;
Yrapxovv ToANEG kaAég amavTrioels: Emedn
elote @eov maudi. Eme1dn) €xete Staowdel yia Tig
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you are a disciple of Jesus Christ.

But those answers don’t always set you apart.
Everyone is a child of God. Everyone on earth
right now was sent here in the latter days. And
yet not everyone lives the Word of Wisdom or
law of chastity the way you striveto. There are
many valiant disciples of Christ who are not
members of this Church. But they do not serve
missions and perform ordinances in houses of
the Lord on behalf of ancestors like you do. There
must be more to it—and there is.

Today I would like to focus on an additional
reason that has been meaningful in my life. In
1988 a young Apostle named Russell M. Nelson
gave an address at Brigham Young University
called “Thanks for the Covenant.’In it, then-El-
der Nelson explained that when we use our mor-
al agency to make and keep covenants with God,
we become heirs of the everlasting covenant God
has made with our forebearers in every dispen-
sation. Said another way, we become “children
of the covenant.” That sets us apart. That gives us
access to the same blessings our forefathers and
foremothers received, including a birthright.

Birthright! You may have heard that word.
We even sing hymns about it: “O youth of the
noble birthright, carry on, carry on, carry on!”It’s
a compelling word. But what does it mean?

In Old Testament times if a father passed
away, his birthright son was responsible for
the care of his mother and sisters. His brothers
received their inheritance and left to make their
way in the world, but the birthright son did not
go anywhere. He would marry and have his own
family, but he would stay until the end of his days
to govern the affairs of his father’s estate.Because
of this added responsibility, he was given an add-
ed measure of the inheritance. Was leading and
caring for others too much to ask? Not when you
consider the additional inheritance he was given.
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televTaieg nuépes. Emeidn) eiote pabnrig tov
Inoov Xpiotov.

Opwg avtég oL amavtnoelg dev oag Kavovv
navta va exwpilete. O kabévag eivat éva Tékvo
Tov @¢ov. Ohot emdvw otn I Twpa eaTaAnoay
edw Kkatd Tig Tehevtaieg nuépes. Kat opwg dev
Covv Ohot Tov AdYo Zogiag 1} TOV VO[O ayvo-
TNTOG pe ToV TPOTo oL TpooTabeite eoeig.
Ynapxovv moAloi yevvaiot pabntég tov Xpiotov
nov dev eivan PéAn awtng g ExkAnoiag. Opwg
dev vmnpeTOVY LepamoaTolEég kat Oev TEAODV
Statakelg otov oiko tov Kupiov ek pépovg twv
TPOYOVWV OTIWG £0EIG. O TTPETEL VAL LTIAPYOVY
TIEPLOOOTEPEG ATAVTIOELG OE AVTO ATIO OOEG
gxovv avagepbel — kat vTAPYOLYV.

Znpepa Ba nbeka va emikevipwOa oe Evav
emmpooeto Aoyo mov €xet onpacia otn {wn
pov. To 1988 évag veapog AmdoTodog ovopatt
Paooeh M. Néloov €dwoe pia opidia oto Tlave-
mothpo Mnpiykap [tavyx pe titho “Thanks for
the Covenant” [«Evxaplotw yia 0 Stabnkny»].

Ze autny, o toTe IpeaPutepog Néhoov e€nynoe
OTL 6TaV Xpnotpomotovpe Tnv nokn eAedBepn
BovANON HAG Yla VO CUVATITOVE Kat VoL TNPOVLE
Sabnkeg pe Tov Oed, YIvopaoTe KANPovoOpoL TG
TavToTIViG Stabnkng mov éxet ouvayetl o Oeog
LLE TOVG TTPOYOVOULG pag oe kdbe Ogikn vour. Me
AN AOyLa, yvopaote «tékva TG Stabnkng».
Avto pag Eexwpiet. AvTo pag divet mpooBaon
oTLG idleg evhoyieg mov éAafav ot Tpoyovoi pag,
OVUTEPINAUPAVOUEVWY TWV TTATPOYOVIKWY Stkat-
WUATWY.

[Tatpoyovikd dikauwpatallows va €xete
akovoet avtr) T AéEn. Tpayovdape akdun Kat
VHVOUG Ylat auTo: «{) VEOL [IE TO EVYEVEG TATPOYO-
VKo Sikaiwpa, ovvexioTe, oLvexioTe, ovvexioTe!»
Eivat pia ovvapraotikr Aé€n. Opwg Tt onpaivey

Tnv emoxn tng IHalaidg Atabrikng, eav évag
natépag anePiwve, 0 MPWTOHTOKOG YLOG TOV HTAV
vrevBuvog yla T @povTida TnG UNTEPAG Kat
Twv aded@wv Tov. Ot adedgoi Tov eAapPavay
TNV KANPOVOLLA TOVG Kal EQEVYaV va BpovV ToV
dpopo Tovg 0TOV KOO0, AAAE O TPWTOTOKOG
ytog Sev mrjyaive movBeva. @a mavtpevdTav Kot
Ba eixe T dwkn} Tov owkoyévela, aAld Ba éueve
HEXPL TO TENOG TWV NUEPWYV TOV Yia Vo ENEYXEL TIG
vnoBéoelg TG mepLovoiag Tov TATEPaA TOv. AOyw
auTrG TG emumpoobetng evBHVNG, Tov SvoTav
éva emnpoobeto pétpo g kAnpovopuas. Hrav n
kaBodrynon kat n povtida yia Tovg dAovg éva
Bapv goptio va enwpobei; Oxi, av okepei ka-
Veig TNV TpOoBeTn KANPOVOLLA TTOV TOL SIVOTAV.
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Today we are not talking about your birth
order in earthly families or Old Testament gen-
der roles. We are talking about the inheritance
you receive as a joint heir with Christbecause
of the covenant relationship you have chosen to
enter with Him and your Father in Heaven. Is
it too much for God to expect you to live differ-
ently than His other children so you can better
lead and serve them? Not when you consider the
blessings—both temporal and spiritual—that you
have been given.

Does your birthright mean you are better
than others? No, but it does mean you are expect-
ed to help others be better. Does your birthright
mean you are chosen? Yes,but not chosen to rule
over others; you are chosen to serve them.Is your
birthright evidence of God’s love? Yes, but more
important, it is evidence of His trust.

It is one thing to be loved and another thing
entirely to be trusted. In theFor the Strength of
Youthguide, we read: “Your Father in Heaven
trusts you. He has given you great blessings,
including the fulness of the gospel and sacred
ordinances and covenants that bind you to Him
and bring His power into your life. With those
blessings comes added responsibility. He knows
you can make a difference in the world, and that
requires, in many cases, being different from the
world”

Our mortal experience could be compared
to a cruise ship on which God has sent all His
children as they journey from one shore to an-
other. The voyage is filled with opportunities to
learn, grow, be happy, and progress, but it is also
tull of dangers. God loves all His children and is
concerned about their welfare. He does not want
to lose any of them, so He invites those who are
willingto become members of His crew—that’s
you. Because of your choice to make and keep
covenants, He offers you His trust. He trusts you
to be different, peculiar, and set apartbecause of
the important work He trusts you to do.
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Znpepa Oev WAGHE yia Tr O€lpd YEVVNONG
00G OTLG ETYELEG OLKOYEVELEG 1] YL TOVG pOAOVG
Twv @UAwWV TG Iakatdg Atabnkng. Mikdpe yia
TNV KAnpovopd mov Aappavete wg cuykAnpo-
VOOG pe Tov XploTo, Adyw g oxéong dtabnkng
Tov éxete emAé€el va ouvdyete pe Exeivov kat
tov [Tatépa oag otovg Ovpavovs. Eivat vrepPo-
Ko yia Tov @b va mepipével va {fioete Stago-
peTikd and ta dAla tékva Tov, woTe va pmopeite
va ta kaBodnyeite kat va Ta vnpeTeite KAAV-
tepa; Oxt 0Tav okepbeite Tig evAOYieg —TO0O TIg
VALKEG OO0 KAl TIG TTVEVUATIKEG— TIOL 0AG £XOVLV
dobel.

To matpoyovikd oag Sikaiwpa onpaivet 6Tt
elote kaAvTEPOL A TOVG AAAOLG; O, aAAd
onuaivet 6Tt avapévetatl and £0dg va fondnoete
dAlovg va yivouvv kakvtepot. To matpoyovikd
oag Skaiwpa onpaivel 6Tt €xete emieyel; Nai,
aAAd Sev €xete emheyel yla va KupepVioeTe TOVG
dAAovg. Exete emheyei yla va Tovg vinperteite.
Eivat To matpoyoviko oag Sikaiwpa andde&n tng
ayamnng Tov Oeov; Nat, aAld, TO TLO ONUAVTIKO,
elvau n amodelén g epmotoovvng Tov.

Eivauw aA\o mpaypa va og ayamovv kat Tehei-
WG SLAQOPETIKO VO O€ EUMOTEVOVTAL XTOV 081-
yolla tnv evéuvapwon twv véwy, dtaPaovpe: «O
[Matépag oag otovg Ovpavovs 0dG EPMIOTEVETAL.
Zag éxel dwoel peyaleg evhoyieg, ovumeptlapt-
Bavopévng tng mAnpotntag tov Evayyeliov
Kat Twv tepav Statafewv kat Stabnkwv mov oag
ovvdéovv pe Ekeivov kat épvouv tn dhvapr
Tov ot {wn cag. Me avTég Tig evhoyieg épxetal
emnpoobetn evBOVN. Ivwpilel 6Tt pmopeite va
KAveTe T1 Slapopd 0TOV KOOHO Kal ALTO ATALTEL,
o€ TTOAEG TIEPIMTWOELG, Va €l0TE SlaPOpETIKOL
amo TOV KOOHO».

H Ovnrr epnetpia pag Oa pmopovoe va
ovykptei pe €va kpovaltepdmAolo 6To omoio
0 @06 €xet oteilel OAa Ta Tékva Tov kKabwg
ta&devovy and ™ pia aktr oty AAAn. To ta&idt
elvat yepdto evkatpieg yla pdbnon, avamtoén,
gvTvxia kat Tpdodo, alAd eivat emiong yepdato
ktvdvvovg. O Bedg ayama oha ta tékva Tov kat
avnovyel yla Ty evnuepia Tovg. Aev Béhet va
Xdoet kavéva amod avTd, YU avtd Kalel 60ovg
elvat mpoBupova yivovv HéAn Tov TANPOPATOS
Tov - dnhadr e0dg. Adyw Tng emAoyng oag va
ovvayete kat va tnpnoete dtabnkeg, Exeivog oag
mpoo@épel TNV epumiotoovvn Tov. Zag eumioted-
gTat va eiote dlagopeTikoi, EexwploToi kat va
¢xete EeXwPLOTEINOYW TOV ONHAVTIKOV £pyOV TTOV
Ekelvog 00g epmoTeveTaL VOl KAVETE.
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Think of it! God trusts you—of all the people
on the earth, the children of the covenant, His
crew members—to help with His work of bring-
ing all His children safely home to Him. No won-
der President Brigham Young once said, “All the
angels in heaven are looking at this little handful
of people”

When you look around on this cruise ship
called earth, you might see other people sitting
in lounge chairs drinking, gambling in casinos,
wearing clothing that is too revealing, scroll-
ing endlessly on cell phones, and wasting too
much time playing electronic games. But instead
of wondering, “Why can'tldo that?,” you can
remember that you are not an ordinary passen-
ger. You are a member of the crew. You have
responsibilities that passengers do not have. As
SisterArdeth Kapp once said, “You can't be a
life[guard] if you look like all the other swim-
mers on the beach.”

And before you become discouraged by all
the extra obligations, please remember that crew
members receive something the other passengers
do not: compensation.Elder Neil L. Andersen has
said, “There is a compensatory spiritual power
for the righteous,” including “greater assurance,
greater confirmation, and greater confidence.”-
Like Abraham of old, you receive greater happi-
ness and peace, greater righteousness, and great-
er knowledge.Your compensation is not merely a
mansion in heaven and streets paved with gold.
It would be easy for Heavenly Father to simply
give you all that He has. His desire is to help you
become all that He is.Thus, your commitments
demand more of you because that is how God is
making more of you.

>«

It’s “a lot to ask of anyone, but you're not just
anyone”!You are youth of the noble birthright.
Your covenant relationship with God and Jesus
Christ is a relationship of love and trustin which
you have access to a greater measure of Their
grace—Their divine assistance, endowment of
strength, and enabling power.That power is not
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ZkepOeite To! O Oedg eumioTeveTAL E0AG —
anod 6Aovg Tovg avBpwmovg emi Tng Ing, Ta Tékva
¢ Stabnkng, Ta pEAn Tov MAnpwpatog Tov- ya
va PonBroete oto €pyo Tov va @épet OAa Ta
tékva Tov pe aocgaleta oo omitt mpog Ekeivov.
Agv eivat epiepyo mov o IIpoedpog Mmpiykap
Navyk eine kamote: «ONot ot dyyehot oTovg ov-
pavov§ KoLTAlovy aTn TN pikpn xobgta avipw-
TWV».

Otav kottalete yOopw 0ag 0g AUTO TO KPOVL-
allepomhoto ov ovopdletal In, pmopei va Seite
dAAovg avBpwmovg va kdBovtat oe EamAwoTtpeg
nivovTag, va ailovy Tuxepd maiyvia oe kadivo,
POPWVTAG POVXA TTOV Eival TOAD ATTOKAALTITL-
KA, Vo KAvouv ateheiwTn KOALOT oTa KIVTd
TAé@wva Kat va omatalovv dpa ToAd Xpovo
naifovtag nhektpovika maryvidia. AANG avti va
avapwTtiéote: «[latieywdev umopw va 1o kavw
auTo;», Pmopeite va Bupdote 0Tt Oev eloTe £vag
ovvnoOopévog emPatng. Eiote péhog Tov mAnpw-
patog. Exete evBuveg mov dev €xovv ot emiPatec.
Onwg eime kamote n adeAgr Apvted Kam: «Aev
UTTOPELG Va YiVELG VawayoowoTng av eioat idlog
e 6Aovg Tovg AAAOVG KOAVUPNTEG OTNY Ttapa-
Aiow.

Kot ipv amoBappuvBeite amod oleg Tig emt-
TAEOV VTIOXPEWOELG, TTapakaleioBe Omwg Bvpn-
Oeite OTL Ta pEAN TOL MANPWHATOG AapPavovy
KATL IoV ot aAhot emPdreg dev AapBavovv: amo-
{nuiwon. O IpeoPitepog NIk A. Avtepoev éxel
TeL: « Yapyetl hia avTioTabuoTikn TVELpaTIKn
Svvaypn yla Tovg evapeTovgy, Tov meptAapBavel
«peyalvTEpT Otyovpld, peyaAvtepn emiPePaiwon
Kat peyaAvtepn memoibnony». Onwg o APpadp
™G apxaiog emoxne, Aappavete peyakvtepn
guTLXiA KAl EPTVT, LEYAAVTEPT XPNOTOTNTA
Kat peyalvtepn yvwon. H ano{npiwon cag Sev
elval amAwg pia £mavAn otov ovpavo kat Spo-
oL OTPWHEVOL e XpLOAPL. Oa NTav e0KoAo yla
tov Emovpdvio ITatépa va oag Swoet amAd oAa
ooa €xet. H emBupia Tov eivat va oag fondnoet
va yivete 0Aa 6oa Ekeivog eivat. Zvvenag, ot
deopeboelg 0ag amalTody TEPLOCOTEPA ATIO ETAG,
emeldr) avtog ival o TPOTOG He TOV 0Toio 0 Oedg
KAVEL TTEPLOCOTEPQ YLt ETAG.

Eivat «toA\é mov (e and omotovonmote,
aAld eov dev eioat o onoloodnmote!»Eiote véol
LLe TO eVYEVEG TTaTPOYOVIKO Sikaiwpa. H oxéon
d1aBnkng oag pe tov Beod kat Tov Inoov Xploto
elvau pia oxéon aydmng Kat eumoToovvnGoTny
omolia €xete mpooPaon o€ peyakdtepo Pabuo g
x&ptrog Tovg — 1 Bela Poribeta, Tnv mpotkodo-
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just wishful thinking, a lucky charm, or self-ful-
filling prophecy. It isreal.

As you fulfill your birthright responsibilities,
you are never alone. The Lord of the vineyard
labors with you.You are working hand in hand
with Jesus Christ. With each new covenant—and
as your relationship with Him deepens—you
hold each other tighter and tighter until you are
firmly clasped together.In that sacred symbol of
His grace, you will find both the desire and the
strength to live exactly how the Savior lived—dit-
ferently from the world. You've got this because
Jesus Christ has got you!

In2 Nephi 2:6we read, “Wherefore, redemp-
tion cometh in and through the Holy Messiah;
for he is full of grace and truth.” Because He is
full of truth, He sees you as you really are—flaws,
weaknesses, regrets, and all. Because He is full of
grace, He sees you as you really can be. He meets
you where you are and helps you repent and
improve, overcome and become.

“O youth of the noble birthright, carry on,
carry on, carry on!”] testify that you are loved—
and you are trusted—today, in 20 years, and
forever. Don't sell your birthright for a mess of
pottage.Don’t trade everything for nothing.Don’t
let the world change you when you were born to
change the world. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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on dvvapng kat Ty emkovpikr duvaur Tov.
Avtn n Svvaun Sev eivat anAwg evoePng TPOTOG
OKEYNG, YOUPL 1] AVTOEKTIANPOVEVT TIPOPNTEAL.
EivauaAnOuvn.

Kabwg exmAnpwvete Tig evBhveg oag yla ta
TATPOYOVIKA SIKALWHATA, deV €l0TE TOTE HOVOL.
O Koptog tov apnedwva epydletatl padi oag.
Epydleote xépt-xépt pe tov Inood Xpioto. Me
kaBe véa dtabnkn —kat kabwg n oxéon oag pe
Ekeivov loyvpomoleital— kpatdTe 0 £vag To XEpL
Tov dAAOL ONO KL TILO OPLXTA, EwG OTOL O@ifeTe
otafepd o évag Tov dANov. Ze auTd TO 1EpO OV~
Bolo tng xapttog Tov, Ba Ppeite TO00 TNV £MbV-
pia 600 kat T Svvaun va {noete akppwg oMW
¢{noe o Zwtnpag — SLlaPopeTIKd and Tov KOGHO.
Oa Ta kata@épete, enetdn o Inoovg Xplotog oag
otnpilel

ZtoNegi B' 2:681adCovpe: «IT avtod, n Av-
Tpwon épxetat O1d kat péow Tov Ayiov Meooia,
emeldn eivau yepdtog xapn kat aknBeta». Emetdn
elvau yeparog ainfeta, oag PAEmet OTwg mpay-
Hatikd elote — eAaTTOHATA, AdVVALIES, TOYELG
Kat Ta mavta. Emetdn eivau yepdrog xdpn, oag
BAEmeL OMWG TPAYHATIKA PTTOpPEiTE VA €l0TE. Zag
ovvavTd ekel Omov Ppiokeote kat oag Pondd va
petavonoete kat va PeAtiwbeite, va vrepviknoe-
TE KAl VO TTPOOEYYIOETE TIG TPOOTITIKEG OO,

«() VEOL L€ TO EVYEVEG TTATPOYOVIKO OtKkaiw-
Ha, ovvexioTe, ovvexiote, ovvexiote!l». Katabétw
HapTupia OTL 0AG AYATTOVY —Kal 00G EUTLOTEDO-
vTal- onpepa, oe 20 xpovia kat yia mavta. Mnv
TIWATNOETE TO TTATPOYOVIKO 0ag Stkaiwpa yla €va
payeipepa @akng. Mnv avtaAAdooete Ta mavTa
yta To Timota. Mnv a@noeTe TOV KOGHO va oag
aAAdEel, otav eoeig yevvnOnkarte yia va aAd-
Eete Tov KOOO. XT0 Ovopa Tov Incov XpioTo,

auny.
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