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Christ’s charity—evident in complete loyalty to
divine will—persisted and continues to persist.

It is the Sabbath day, and we have gathered
to speak of Christ and Him crucified. I know that
my Redeemer lives.

Consider this scene from the last week of
Jesus’s mortal life. A multitude had gathered,
including Roman soldiers armed with staves
and strapped with swords. Led by officers from
the chief priests who had torches in hand, this
earnest company wasnotoff to conquer a city.
Tonight they were looking for only one man, a
man not known to carry a weapon, receive mili-
tary training, or engage in physical combat at any
time in His entire life.

As the soldiers approached, Jesus, in an effort
to protect His disciples, stepped forth and said,
“Whom seek ye?” They replied, “Jesus of Naza-
reth” Jesus said, “I am he. ... As soon ... as he
had said unto them, I am he, they went back-
ward, and fell to the ground.”

To me, that is one of the most stirring lines
in all of scripture. Among other things, it tells me
straightforwardly thatjust being in the presenceof
the Son of God—the great Jehovah of the Old
Testament and Good Shepherd of the New, who
bears no weapons of any kind—thatjust hear-
ing the voiceof this Refuge from the Storm, this
Prince of Peace, is enough to send antagonists
stumbling into retreat, piling them in a jumble,

Page1 — Not an official publication

H ayvy ayann tov Xprotod —eugavag pe mAnpn
agociwon we mpog To Oeio OéAnua— eméuerve kot
ekaxorovlei va empével.

Eivar n Huépa tov Kupiov kot €xovpe ov-
ykevtpwOei yia va pAoovpe yia tov XploTo Kat
Exeivov Eotavpwpévo. To Epw 0T 0 AvtpwTrg
gov Cet.

ZVANOYLOTEITE QUTHV TN OKNVH A0 TNV
televtaia efdopdda tng Bvntig (wig Tov Incov.
Eixe ovykevipwbei mAnbog, ovumepthapPavo-
pévwv Popaiwv otpatiwtdv omAlopévwy pe pd-
Bdovg kat (wopévwy pe omabid. KaBodnyovpevol
amd alwHATOVYOVG €K TWV apXLEPEWYV TIOV EiyaLV
TVPOOVG OTO XEPL, AVTOG 0 £vBeppog Adx0oGde-
VAV £TOLHOG VAL KATAKTHOEL fiat TOAN. ATtoye
gyaxvav povo €vav avdpa, évav dvdpa mov dev
ATAV YVWOTOG OTL Epepe OTAO, OTL £iXe OTPATIW-
TIKT) eKTaidevon 1) OTL eixe EUTAAKEL O CWHATIKT
péxn omoladnmote otiypn og oAOkAnpn TN {wn
Tov.

KaBwg minoialav ot otpatiwrteg, o In-
000G, 0¢ pia TpooTddela va TPOoTATEVTEL TOVG
padnrég Tov, Pyrke umpootd kat eine: «ITotov
{ntéte;» Exeivol anoxpibnkav: «Tov Inoov tov
Nalwpaio». O Inoobg anoxpifnke: «Eyw eipat...
KaBawg... Tovg eine, ot Eyd eipat, cvpOnkav
TPOG Ta oW, Kal EMETAV KATAYTG».

Ta péva, avtn eivat pia amd TG mo cvuykAo-
VIOTIKEG YPAUUEG OE ONEG TG YpaPég. MeTa&d d\-
Awv, pov Aéet evBéwg OTkaL povo mov Ppiokopat
otV mapovoiatov Yiov Tov @eol —Tov peydlov
LexwPd g Iakatag Atabnrng kat Tov Kakov
[Mowéva tng Katvrig AtaBnkng, o omoiog dev
QEPEL KaveVog eidovg OTAa— OTILOVO TO AKovOpaA
™G pwvrgavtov Tov Kataguyiov and tnv Katat-
yida, avtov Tov Apxovta Eipnvng, eivat apketod
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making the whole group wish they had been
assigned kitchen duty that night.

Just a few days earlier, when He had entered
the city triumphantly, “all the city was moved,”
the scripture says, asking, “Who is this?”I can
only imagine that “Who is this?” is the question
those muddled soldiers were now asking!

Theanswerto that question could not have
been in His looks, for Isaiah had prophesied
some seven centuries earlier that “he hath no
form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him,
there is no beauty that we should desire him.It
certainly wasn’t in His polished wardrobe or His
great personal wealth, of which He had neither.
It could not be from any professional training
in the local synagogues because we have no
evidence that He ever studied at any of them,
though even in His youth He could confound su-
perbly prepared scribes and lawyers, astonishing
them with His doctrine “as one having authority”

From that teaching in the temple to His
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and this final,
unjustifiable arrest, Jesus was routinely placed
in difficult, often devious situations in which He
was always triumphant—victories for which we
have no explanation except divine DNA.

Yet down through history many have simpli-
fied, even trivialized our image of Him and His
witness of who He was. They have reduced His
righteousness to mere prudishness, His justice to
mere anger, His mercy to mere permissiveness.
We must not be guilty of such simplistic versions
of Him that conveniently ignore teachings we
finduncomfortable. This “dumbing down” has
been true even regarding His ultimate defining
virtue, His love.

During His mortal mission, Jesus taught that
there were two great commandments. They have
been taught in this conference and will forever
be taught: “Love the Lord thy God [and] love
thy neighbour as thyself”If we are to follow the
Savior faithfully in these two crucial and inex-
tricably linked rules, we ought to hold firmly to
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yla va oTeiAel aVTAYWwVIOTEG IOV OKOVTAPTOVV
o€ LIOXWPN 0T, 0TOLRALOVTAG TOVG O€ £Va GLVOV-
Bvlevpa, kavovtag OAn TNV opdda va evyeTal va
Toug eixe avatebel vinpeoia kovlivag ekeivo To
Bpadv.

MOo\ig Aiyeg nuépeg vwpitepa, dtav eixe
el0é\Bet OplapPevticd otnv mOAN «oeioTnKe OAO-
KAnpn n mOAN» AéeL 1 ypagr), pwtwvtag: «ITotog
elv’ auToG» Mmopw HOVO Va avTaoTw OTL TO
«ITolog eiv’ avTdG» glval 1) pWTNOT TOL KAVOLY
TWPA AVTOL Ol CACTIOUEVOL OTPATIWTEG!

Hamndvtnonoe ekeivn tnv epwtnomn dev Ba
unopovoe va givat oty oyn Tov, diott 0 Hoalag
elxe TpOPNTEVOEL TTEPITIOL EMTA AULWVEG VWPiTEPQL
OTL «Oev €xel el80G 0UTE KAANOG: Kat TOV eidayle,
Kat dev ixe WPALOTNTA, WOTE VA TOV eMOVEOV-
pe». Ziyovpa dev vmrpxe oTnVy ayeyddiaotn
ykapvtapouna Tov 1} 6Tov Heyalo Tpoowmiko
Tov mAovTo mov ovTe eiye. Aev Ba umopovoe va
elval amo kamota emayyeApatikn eknaidevon oTig
TOTIKEG CLVAYWYEG, S1OTL Sev éxovpe anodei&elg
OTL HeAETNOE TTOTE O€ Kaptio amd avTEG, av Kat
akopn kat ota viata Tov pmopovoe va caoTioet
eEALPETIKA TIPOETOLUATUEVOVG YPALHUATELG Katt
Siknyodpovg, eEKTANOCOVTAG TOVG pe T Stdaxm
Tov «wg katoxog e€ovaiagy.

Amo exeivn T Sidaokalia 6TOV vad €wg T
OprapBevtikr Tov eicodo otnv Ilepovoalnp kat
auTHV TNV TeAKT], adikatoAoyntn cVAANYM, o
Inootg Pplokotav cvvribwg oe dhokoAeg, ovxva
J0OALEG KATAOTAOELG OTIG OTIOLEG NTAY TTAVTOTE
OplapPevtng — vikeg yla TG omoieg dev £xovpe
kapia e&ynon ektodg anod Oeio DNA.

QoT0600, 0g OAN TNV LoTOPia, TOAAOL £x0VV
ATAOTIOOEL, AKOWUN KAl EVTEAIOEL TNV EIKOVA HOG
yta Exeivov kat tn paptupia Tov yia to motog
nrav. Exouv pewwoet tn xpnototnta Exeivov oe
armAn ogpvotvia, T dikatoovvn Tov oe amAn
opYyn, TNV evomhaxvia Tov o€ amAn avekTiko-
TnTa. Agv IPETEL va iAo TE £VOXOL YLt TETOLEG
amAoikég ekdoxég yla Ekeivov, mov katd tpomo
BoAikd ayvooiv Stdaokalieg oL oToieg Hag Pép-
vouv o€ apnxavio. Avti n «amoxadvwon» vrfpée
aAnBivr akoun Kat 6oV apopd GTNV VIEPTATN
kaBopilotikn apetr| Tov, tnv ayann Tov.

Katé ) ddpreta TG Ovntrg amootolrg
Tov, 0 Inoovg Sidake otL vpyxav dVo peydAeg
evtoAéq. Exovv didayBei oe avtrv 1 ovvélevon
kat Ba Sidaokovrat yia mavta: «Ayamna tov Koplo
Tov @¢b oov [kat] aydma Tov mAnoiov cov oav
Tov eavTd covx. Av Béhovpe va akolovBroovpe
ToV ZWTHpa TOTA 08 ALTOVG Tovg V0 Kpioovg
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what Heactuallysaid. And what Heactuallysaid
was, “If ye love me, keep my commandments”’On
that same evening, He said we were to “love one
another; as I have loved you”

In those scriptures, those qualifying phrases
defining true, Christlike love—sometimes re-
ferred to as charity—are absolutely essential.

What do they define? How did Jesus love?

First, He loved with “all [of His] heart, might,
mind and strength,’giving Him the ability to heal
the deepest pain and declare the hardest reality.
In short, He is one who could administer grace
and insist on truth at the same time.As Lehi said
in his blessing to his son Jacob, “Redemption
cometh in and through the Holy Messiah; for
he is full of grace and truth”’His love allows an
encouraging embrace when it is needed and a
bitter cup when it has to be swallowed. So we try
to love—with all of our heart, might, mind, and
strength—because that is the way He loves us.

The second characteristic of Jesus’s divine
charity was His obedience toevery wordthat
proceeded from God’s mouth,always aligning
His will and behavior with that of His Heavenly
Father.

When He arrived on the Western Hemi-
sphere following His Resurrection, Christ said
to the Nephites: “Behold, I am Jesus Christ. ...

I have drunk out of that bitter cup which the

Father hath given me, ... in the which I have
suffered the will of the Father ... from the begin-
ning”

Of the myriad ways He could have intro-
duced Himself, Jesus did soby declaring His
obedience to the will of the Father—never mind
that not long before in His hour of greatest need,
this Only Begotten Son of God had felt totally
abandoned by His Father.Christ’s charity—evi-
dent in complete loyalty to divine will—persisted
and continues to persist, not just through the
easy and comfortable days but especially through
the darkest and most difficult ones.

<« ». .
Jesus was “a man of sorrows, the scriptures
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Kat dppnkta ouvedepEvoug kavoveg, opeilovpie
va gppévovpe otabepd o€ O,TIOTNV TPAYUATIKO-
tnraeine. Kat avtd movotny mpaypatikotnTagine
frav: «Av pe ayomdte, QUAAETE TIG EVTOAEG [OL».
Exeivo 1o id1o fpddv, eime va «ayamate o évag
TOV AAAOV, OTIWG EYW TAG AYATTNOW».

Y€ AUTEG TIG YPOPES, AVTEG OL PPACELG TTOV
npoadiopiCovv Tnv aAnduvr, xpLotoetdr aydmm
—TIOV HEPIKEG POPEG AVAPEPETAL WG ALY VT] ALY ATTN -
sivat amoAOTwS oVOLWOELG.

Tt tpoadiopitovv; Ilwg ayamovoe o Inocovg;

[TpwTtov, ayamovoe pe «OAn TNy kapdid, Tnv
o0, Tov vou kat T dvvaun [Tov]», mpdyua mov
Tov €dive T kavotnTa va Bepamevet Tov o
Bab¥ movo kat va tapovotalel TNy mo oKANpn
npaypatikotnta. Ev oliyots, Exeivog eivat avtdg
mov Ba HTopPOvOE Va XOpNyNoEL Xapn Kat ovy-
XpOvwe va emipeivel otnv aindeta. Onwg eine o
Agxi otnv evhoyia Tov mpog Tov yto Tov lakwp:
«H Mtpwon épxetat Sid kat péow tov Ayiov
Meooia. Emedn eival yeparog xdpn kat aindeta».
H aydmnn Tov emtpémnet pua evBappuvtikn ayka-
Ad, otav xpetdCetat, kat £va TKpo ToThpL, OTav
npémnel va katamwOei. I avtd mpoonabovpe va
ayamdpe —pe OAN pag TNV kapdid, TV oYY, TOV
vou Kat TN dvvapn- emetdr) avtog eivat o TPOTOG
mov Ekeivog pag ayarmd.

To devTepo xapakTnpLoTiko TG Oelag ayvig
ayanng tov Inoov frav n vrakor| Tov oekdabe
Aoyomov €Byaive amod To oTopa Tov Ao, gvbv-
ypappitovrtag mévta to OEAnpa Kat T ovpTEpL-
¢@opd Tov pe exeiva Tov Emovpaviov Hatépa Tov.

Otav ¢9Bace oto Avtikd Huogaipio petd
v Avdotaor| Tov, o Xplotog eime oTovg Ne-
@iteg: «Idov, eipat 0 Inoovg Xpiotog... Kat éxw
TiLeL and To TKPO motrpt oL o Iatépag pov £xet
dwozel... mpaypa katd To omoio £xw vrotaDei
oto BéAnua tov Iatépa... amd v apyxm».

Amo Toug pupLddeg TPOTOLG e TOVG OTOIOVG
Ba pmopovoe va ocvotnBei, o Inoovg To Exavedt-
aknpvooovtag TNy vrakor Tov oto BEAnpa Tov
[Matépa— aox€twg av Aiyo mpLy and TNy wpa g
peyahvtepng avdykng Tov, avtog o Movoyevig
Y166 Tov @00 eixe aloBavOei evrehws eykatale-
Aewppévog and tov Hatépa Tov. H ayvi ayamn
Tov XpLOTOU —TPOPAVWG [E TANPT) APOTiwon
oto Beio BéAnpa- SratnpnOnke kot e§axolovBei
va veioTatal, OxL HOVOV OTIG EVKOAEG KAl AVETEG
NHEPEGS, AAAA ETLIOTG OTIG TILO OKOTELVEG KL TILO
SVOKOAEC.

O Inoovg nrav «avBpwmog OAiyewv», Aéve
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say. He experienced sadness, fatigue, disappoint-
ment, and excruciating loneliness. In these and in
all times, Jesus’s love faileth not, and neither does
His Father’s. With such mature love—the kind
that exemplifies, empowers, and imparts—ours
will not fail either.

So, if sometimes the harder you try, the more
difficult it seems to get; if, just as you try to work
on your limitations and your shortcomings,
you find someone or something determined to
challenge your faith; if, as you labor devotedly,
you still feel moments of fear wash over you,
remember that it has been so for some of the
most faithful and marvelous people in every era
of time. Also remember that there is a force in
the universe determined to opposeevery good
thingyou try to do.

So, through abundance as well as poverty,
through private acclaim as well as public crit-
icism, through the divine elements of the Res-
toration as well as the human foibles that will
inevitably be part of it,we stay the course withthe
true Church of Christ. Why? Because as with our
Redeemer, we signed on for the whole term—not
ending with the first short introductory quiz but
through to the final exam. The joy in this is that
the Headmaster gave us all open-book answers-
before the course began. Furthermore, we have a
host of tutors who remind us of these answers at
regular stops along the way. But of course, none
of this works if we keep cutting class.

“Whom seek ye?” With all our hearts we
answer, “Jesus of Nazareth.” When He says, “I
am he,’we bow our knee and confess with our
tongue that He is the living Christ, that He alone
atoned for our sins, that He was carrying us even
when we thought He had abandoned us. When
we stand before Him and see the wounds in His
hands and feet, we will begin to comprehend
what it meant for Himto bear our sins and be ac-
quainted with grief, to be completely obedient to
the will of His Father—all out of pure love for us.
To introduce others to faith, repentance, baptism,
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and receiving our
blessings in the house of the Lord—these are the
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oL ypa@eG. Biwoe Aomn, komworn, anoyontevon
Kat PacavioTikn pova&ld. e avTég Kat oe OAeg
TIG OTLYHEG, 1] aydmn Tov Inoov dev anotvyxa-
vel, oute kat Tov [atépa Tov. Me tétola wpiun
ayann —To €i0og ekeivo mov amoTeAei mapddety-
Ha, epypuxwvet kat petahapmadevetal— dev Ba
AmOTUYEL OVTE Kat 1) OIKT HG.

Etol, av pepikég popég 600 o okAnpd mpo-
onabeite, TOo0 Mo dUokoNo gaiveTal va yivetal.
Av, kaBwg mpoonabeite va SovAéyeTe emdvw oTa
OpLa oo Kat TIG EAelyelg oag, Ppeite KATOLOV 1)
KATL ATTOQPACLOUEVO VA ApPLOPNTNOEL TNV TOTN
oag. Av, kaBwg komalete pe agooiwon, atoddve-
0Te aKOUn OTLYpES OPOL va oag KaTakAv{oLvy,
BupnOeite 0TI ALTO CLVEPN O€ PePLKOVGS ATIO TOVG
o motovg kat Bavpdotovg avBpamovg oe kdbe
Xpovikn mepiodo. @vunbeite emiong 0TL LITAP)XEL
o SOvapn 0To GUUTAV ATOPACIOHEVT VAL AVTL-
TaxOel oexdbe kako mpdypamov mpoomabeite va
KAVETE.

Etol, péow g apboviag kabwg kat tng
PTWXLAG, HEOW TNG LOLWTIKAG AvayvpLong kabwg
Kat TG dnpodotag kpLTikng, péow Twv Beiwv
otolxeiwv TG Amokatdotaong kabwe kat Twv
avOpwTIVEOV EAATTWUATWY TTOV AVATOPEVKTA
Ba amotehovV [EPOG TNG,TAPAHEVOVE TTAPA TIG
dvokohiecotnyv akndivry ExkAnoia tov Xpiotov.
Tati; Eneidn), 0mwg pe tov Avtpwtr| pag, ovp-
HETEXOVE aTapXNG HEXPL TEAOVG — OXL Yl éva
HIKPO ELOAYWYIKO TEOT, AAAA HEXPL TO TEAIKO
Saywviopa. H xapd og avto eivat 0t €xovpie amo
Tov AtevBuvTr pag oleg Tig anavtnoelg Stabéot-
pegmpty Eekivioet To udbnua. EmmAéov, éxovpe
fia oelpd amd daokalovg ov pag vrevlupiovy
AUTEG TIG ATIAVTIOELG O€ TAKTIKA SlaoThpata
otnv mopeia. AN QUOLKA, TimoTa amd avtd dev
AetTovpyel, av ovvexioovpe va Uny TapevPLOKO-
HaoTE 0TV TAEN.

«ITotov {ntate;» Me OAn pag v kapdia
anavtobpe: «Tov Inoov tov Nalwpaio». Otav
Aéel, «Eyw eipaw, KAivovpe To yovatod pag Kat
opoAoyove pe Ta Aoyta 0Tt Avtdg eivat o {wv
XpLotdg, 0TL povov Avtdg pag e§iléwae yia Tig
apaptieg pag, 0Tt pag kovBakoboe akopa Kat
otav vopiCape 0Tt pog eixe eykataleiyet. Otav
otekopaote eunpog Tov kat PAETOVE TIG TTANYES
ota xépta Tov kat ota modia Tov, Ba apyicovue
va katavooLue Tt onjpatve yia Eketvovva @épel
TIG AUAPTIEG pag Kat va givat eE0IKELWIEVOG pe TN
BNy, va eivar amdAvta vtakovog oto BAnpa
tov ITatépa Tov— OAa amd ayvr aydmn ylo epag.
[la va mapovotdoovpe aTovg AANOVG TNV TOTN,
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fundamental“principles and ordinances”that ulti-
mately reveal our love of God and neighbor and
joyfully characterize the true Church of Christ.

Brothers and sisters, I testify that The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the vehicle
God has provided for our exaltation. The gospel
it teaches is true, and the priesthood legitimiz-
ing it is not derivative. I testify that Russell M.
Nelson is a prophet of our God, as His predeces-
sors were and as His successors will be. And one
day that prophetic guidance will lead a genera-
tion to see our Messenger of Salvation descend
like “lightning ... out of the east,’and we will
exclaim, “Jesus of Nazareth.” With arms forever
outstretched and love unfeigned, He will reply, “I
am he’I so promise with the apostolic power and
authority of His holy name, even Jesus Christ,
amen.
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N petdvola, To PanTiopa, T dwped Tov Ayiov
[Tvedpatog kat Tn ANyn Twv EVAOYLWV pag 6TovV
oiko Tov Kupiov - avtég eivau ot Oepeliwdelg
«apx€q kat Stataelgrmov tehikd anoka\vTovV
TNV ayann pag yla tov @go kat Tov mAnoiov kat
xapaktnpiCovv pe xapd tnv aAnduvn ExkAnoia
Tov XptoTtov.

Adelgoi kat aded@ég, katabétw paptupia
ot 1 ExxAnoia tov Inoov Xpiotov twv Ayiwv
Twv Tedevtaiwv Huepwv eivat To dxnua mov éxet
napacxeL 0 @edg yla TNV vrepLYwon pag. To Ev-
ayyéAto mov diddokel eivat aAnBvo kat 1 tepoov-
V1| IOV TO vopupoTotel ev eaptdtat amo emiyet-
£G TY£G, aAAd €pxeTat amod Tov Oed. Katabétw
paptupio 6Tt 0 Pdooel M. Néhoov eival mpo@rj-
™G Tov B0 pag 6Twg fTav ot mpokdtoyoi Tov
Kat 0mwg Ba eivar ot dradoxoi Tov. Kat pua pépa
avtr n mpoenTikn kaBodnynon Ba odnynoet
o yevid va det Tov Ayyeliagdopo g Zwtnpi-
ag pag va KateBaivel oav «aoTpamt... and tny
avatoArpkat Oa avagwvroovpe: «O Inoobvg o
Nalwpaiog». Me avotytég aykdheg TaAvToTe Kat
ayamnn avonokpitn, Ba anavtnoet: «Eyw eipaw.
To vooyopaL avTo e TNV amooToAkn Suvapn
kat e€ovoia Tov ayiov ovopatog Tov, SnAadn tov
Inoov Xpiotov, aunv.
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