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The Man Who Communed with Jehovah
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Joseph Smith was “blessed to open the last dispen-
sation,” and we are blessed that he did.

My purpose this day and always is to testify
of Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God, the
Creator and Savior of the world, our Deliver-
er and Redeemer. Because “the fundamental
principles of our religion are the testimony of
the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus
Christ,’today I share with you my knowledge
and testimony of the Savior as they have been
strengthened and deepened by the life and teach-
ings of one key apostle and prophet.

The Beginning of Wisdom

On the morning of a beautiful clear day early
in the spring of 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith
entered a grove of trees near his family’s home to
pray about his sins and to ask which church to
join. His sincere prayer, offered with unwavering
faith, received the attention of the most power-
ful forces in the universe, including the Father
and the Son. And the devil. Each of these had an
intense interest in that prayer and in that boy.

What we now call the First Vision marked
the beginning of the Restoration of all things in
this last dispensation. But for Joseph, the expe-
rience was also personal and preparatory. All he
wanted was forgiveness and direction. The Lord
gave him both. The instruction to “join none of
[the churches]”was directive. The words “Thy
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O T{0(ep Zui ftav «cvdoynuévos va avoiler Ty
tedevtaia Oeiky voun» kot eipaote evAoynuévor
IOV TO EKAVE.

YKOTOG HOV OTHEPA KL TTAVTA Elval Vo Ka-
TabéTw paptupia ya tov Inoov Xpoto, o1t eivat
0 Y166 Tov g0V, 0 AnpLoVPYOG Kat ZWwTHPaAg
Tov kOopov, 0 EXevBepw g kat AvTpwTrg pag.
Emeidn «ot Oepehiwderg apxég tng Opnoxeiog pag
elvat n paptoupia Twv Amootohwv kat IIpogn-
TWV OXeTKA pe Tov Inood Xplotor, ofuepa oag
AVOPEPW T YVWOT] KAl TI LApTUpLa OV Yia TOV
Zwtnpa kabwg éxovv evovvapwdei kat €xovv
yiver o Pabiég and tn {wn kat Tig Sidaokalieg
EVOG OTHAVTIKOV ATTOCTOAOV Kal TTPOQHTH.

H apxn tng codiag

To mpwwvé piag dpopeng kabapng nuépag
vwpig TNV avotén tov 1820, o 14xpovog TLo-
Ceq Zpid miye og £va ANOOG KOVTA 0TO OTIiTL
TNG OLKOYEVELAG TOV Yla Vol TpooevxnOei yia Tig
apapTieg TOL Kal va pwTHOEL 08 TIola EKKANGOia
va pooywpnoel. H ethikpiviig mpoaevyr Tov,
ToL TPooePépON pe akAdvnTn TioTn, ETUXE
TNG TTPOCOXTNG TWV TILO LOXVPWV SLVANEWV GTO
ovpmay, ovunepthappavouévov tov IMatépa kat
Tov Y100. Kat tov Staporov. Kabévag tovg eixe
EVTOVO eVALaQEPOV Yla eKelVI) TNV TIPOCEVXT Kal
yla ekeivo To ayopl.

Avt6 mov Twpa anmokalovpe Ipwto Opapa
onpatodoTnoe TV apxn TG ATOKATACTAONG
TWV TAVTWV 0€ QUTHV TNV TeAevtaia Oeikn voun.
Ouwg ya tov TLOLe, n) epmetpia fTav emiong
T(POCWTILKT| KAl TTpoTtapackevaoTikr. To povo
nov nBele fTav ovyxwpnon kat kabodnynomn. O
Kopiog tov édwoe kat Tig dvo. H odnyia va «unv
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sins are forgiven thee’were redemptive.

For all the beautiful truths we might learn
from that First Vision, perhaps Joseph’s main
takeaway was simply, “I had found the testimo-
ny of James to be true—that a man who lacked
wisdom might ask of God, and obtain.”

As one scholar noted: “The real resonance of
the First Vision today is to know that it’s the na-
ture of God to give to those who lack wisdom. ...
The God that reveals Himself to Joseph Smith in
the sacred grove is a God who answers teenagers
in times of trouble.”

Joseph’s experience in the grove gave him
confidence to ask forforgivenessanddirectionfor
the rest of his life. His experience has also given-
meconfidence to ask for forgiveness and direc-
tion for the rest of my life.

Regular Repentance

On September 21, 1823, Joseph earnestly
prayed for forgiveness, confident that because
of his experience in the grove three years earli-
er, heaven would respond again.And it did. The
Lord sent an angel, Moroni, to instruct Joseph
and inform him of an ancient record he would
later translate by the gift and power of God—the
Book of Mormon.

Almost 13 years after that, Joseph and Oliver
Cowdery knelt in solemn, silent prayer in the
newly dedicated Kirtland Temple. We do not
know what they prayed for, but their prayers
likely included a plea for forgiveness, for, as they
arose, the Savior appeared and declared, “Behold,
your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before

»

me.

In the months and years after this experi-
ence, Joseph and Oliver would sin again. And
again. But in that moment,forthat moment, in
response to their plea and in preparation for the
glorious restoration of priesthood keys that was
about to happen, Jesus made them sinless.
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TPOOXWPNOEL O€ Kapia amo [TiG ekkAnoieg]»ntav
katevBuvnpra. Ta Aoyla «ot apaptieg cov éxovy
oe oéva ovyxwpebeirNTav AtpwTikd.

[Tap’” OAeg TiG OpopPeg alnBeteg mov Ba pmo-
povaoape va pabovpe anod ekeivo to Ilpwto Opa-
Ha, iowg to kOpLo cvunépacpa tov TOlep frav
amAag: «Eixa det 0111 paptupia Tov IakwPov
nrav aAndvr — 6Tt 0 AvBpwmog mov votepodTav
oo@iag pmopovoe va {ntnoet anod tov O¢od, kat va
QTOKTHOE.

Onwg onpeiwoe €vag pedetntng: «H aAnBuvn
artrjxnomn tov Ipwtov Opaparog orjpepa eivat
va yvwpiovpe 0Tt givat T gvon Tov Oeod va
divel oe 6o0VG oTEPOLVTAL COPiaG... O Oedg OV
anokaAvntetat 6tov T{olep Zud oo 1epd dhoog
elval €vag @ed¢ IOV amavTd 0Tovg e@riBovg o
Sdvokoleg oTLypESy.

H epmetpia Tov T{Olep 0T0 AAoOG TOV €dwaoe
v menoifnon va {nTnoelcuyxwpnonKatkaTen-
Buvonyta to vrtodowmo g (wrig Tov. H epmerpia
Tovpovédwae emiong tnv memoiBnon va {ntrow
ovyxwpnon kat katevBvvon yia To vIOAoLTo TNG
{wn pov.

TOKTIKY pET&VOLO

Ztg 21 ZemtepPpiov 1823, o T{Olep mpooev-
xnOnke €vhepua yla ovyxwpnon, TEMELOUEVOG OTL
Aoyw TNG epmelpiog Tov 0TO ANCOG Tpia Xpovia
vwplitepa, ot ovpavoi Ba avtanokpivovtay Eavd.
Kot to éxave. O Koplog éotethe €vav dyyelo, Tov
Mopovt, va kaBodnynoet tov T{olep kat va tov
TANPOPOPTTEL YLt EVaL aApXAio XPOVIKO TIOL ap-
yotepa Ba petéppale pe T Swped kat T SHvapn
Tov ®@¢ov - 10 BiAio Tov Moppov.

Zxedov 13 xpovia petd and avtd, o T{oleq
kat 0 OAiBep Kaovvtepv yovatioav oe emionun,
OLWTNAT TIPOCEVXT) OTOV TIPOCPATA APLEPWUEVO
Nao tov Képthavt. Aev yvwpilovpe yia moto
npdypa TpooevXHOnKay, OUWG oL TPOCELXEG
Tovg Bavwg va meptedapPavay pia ikeoia yia
ovyxwpnon, S0t kabwg onkwOnkav, o Zwtrpag
epuaviodnke kat Stakrpvée: «Idov, oag cvyxw-
povvTtat ot apaptieg oag. Eiote kaBapol evwmiov
oL,

Tovg prveg kat Ta Xpovia HETA amo avThy
v epmnetpia, o TCOle@ kat o ONPep Oa apap-
tawvav Eava. Kat mdAt. Opwg ekeivn tn otiypr),-
YLOEKELVN TN OTLYHT), O€ AdvTNon 0TV Tapd-
KANOT] TOVG KAl KATA TNV TPOETOLHATIA Yo TV
évdokn amokataotaon KAEWSIOV TNG Lepoohvng
TIov enpOKeLTo va oupPei, o Inoovg Tobg ékave
avapdpTnNTOoLG.
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Josephs life of regular repentance gives me
confidence to “come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that [I] may obtain mercy.’T have learned
that Jesus Christ truly is “of a forgiving disposi-
tion”It is neither His mission nor His nature to
condemn. He came to save.

Inquiring of the Lord

As part of the promised “restitution of all
things,’the Lord, through Joseph Smith, brought
forth the Book of Mormon and other revelations
that contain the fulness of His gospel. Vital truths
were given clarity and completeness as Joseph
repeatedly inquired of the Lord for direction.
Consider the following:

The Father and the Son have bodies “as tan-
gible as man’s”

Jesus took upon Himself not only our sins
but also our sicknesses, afflictions, and infirmi-
ties.

His Atonement was so excruciating it caused
Him to bleed from every pore.

We are saved by His grace “after all we can
do”

There are conditions to Christ’s mercy.

As we come unto Christ, He will not only
forgive our sins, but He will also change our very
nature so “that we have no more disposition to
do evil”

Christ always commands His people to
build temples,where He manifests Himself unto
themand endows them with power from on high.

I testify that all these things are true and
necessary. They represent only a fraction of the
fulness that was restored by Jesus Christ through
Joseph Smith in response to Joseph's recurring
requests for direction.

Rolling on This Kingdom

In 1842, Joseph wrote of amazing things that
would come to pass in this last dispensation.
He declared that during our day, “the heavenly
Priesthood will unite with the earthly, to bring
about those great purposes; and whilst we are
thus united in the one common cause, to roll
forth the kingdom of God, the heavenly Priest-
hood are not idle spectators.”
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H {wn tov Iwom@ pe TakTikn geTavola Hov
Sivet avtomenoifnon va «mAnoal[w], Aowtodv, pe
nappnoia otov Bpovo g xapng, ya va mép[w]
éleogy. Exw pdbet o1t o Inoovg Xplotog eivat
TPAYHATL «GLYXWPNTIKOG». Agv gival o0TE )
anootoAr Tov ovte 1 von Tov va katadikdlet.

‘HABe yia va owosel.

Pwtwvtog tov Kuplo

QG UEPOG TNG LITECYNUEVNG «ATTOKATACTAL-
one», o Koprog, péow tov TLoleg Zui, épepe ato
@wg 1o BiAio Tov Moppov kat dANeG amokad-
YELG IOV TEPLEXOLY TNV TANPOTHTA TOov Evayye-
Aiov Tov. AoBnke cagnvela kat TANPOTNTA OE
{wTtikég alnBeteg, kabwg o TOCep emavelhnppé-
vwg (nrovoe katevBuvon and tov Kopro. AdPete
It oYy Ta akoAovBa:

O ITatépag kat 0 Y166 £X0vv W «TOCO
YnAaentd 600 kat Tov avBpoovy.

O Inoovg mnpe emdvw Tov Oxt HOVOV TIG
apaptieg pag, aAla emiong Tig aoBéveleg, Ta
Baocava kat Tig advvaypieg pag.

H E§i\éwon Tov Ntav 1600 PacavioTikn,
nov Tov ékave va alpoppayel anod kdbe mopo.

Zwlopaote pe tn xapn Tov «petd and Ola
000 UTTOPOVLE VA KAVOUE.

Ynapxovv npoimofécelg yia Tnv evomhayvia
Tov XploTov.

KabBwg epxopaote mpog tov Xpioto, Exeivog
OxL Hovo Ba ovyxwproet TI§ apapTieg pag, alha
Ba aAld&el emiong Ty idta pag T QUON, €10t
WOTE «VaL (N £XOVE TAEOV TAOT) VA KAVOLLE
KOKO».

O Xplotog mpootalet mavta tov Aad Tov va
otkodopel vaovg, 6mov Ba pavepwvetatkal Tov
npotkodotei e Svvaun anod YynAa.

Katabétw paptupia 6Tt OAa avtd eivat ain-
Owvd kat anapaitnTa. AVTITPOOWTEVOLY HOVOV
éva KAdopa Tng TANPOTNTAG TOV AmoKATAOTAON-
ke and tov Incov Xpioto péow tov T{Olep Zud
WG ATTAVTNOT 0T EMAVANAUPAVOHEVA AUTH AT
tov T(Ole yia kaBodrynon.

Yuvexng e€EAEN o€ autod To BaoiAelo

To 1842, 0 T{OLe £ypaye yia Bavpaotd
npdypata mov Ba cvvEPatvay og ALTAY TNV Te-
Aevtaia Ogikn vour|. Aflwoe OTL KaTd TIG NUEPES
pag «n emovpavia Iepoovvn Oa evwbei pe tnv yi-
LVI), YL VoL QEPEL ELG TIEPAG AVTOVG TOVG HEYAAOVG
oxomovg. Kat evw eipaote £ToL evwpévol og évav
KOvo okoTo, va avadeifovpe tn Pactleio Tov
O¢ov, 1 emovpavia Iepoohvn dev eivar adpaveig
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To his friend Benjamin Johnson, Joseph said,
“Benjamin, [if I die] I [would] not be far away
from you, and if on the other side of the veil, I
[would] still be working with you, and with a
power greatly increased, to roll on this kingdom.”

On June 27, 1844, Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were murdered. Joseph’s body
was laid to rest, but his testimony continues to
reverberate around the world and in my soul:

“I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it

“I never told you I was perfect; but there is
no error in the revelations which I have taught”

“The fundamental principles of our religion
are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets,
concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was bur-
ied, and rose again the third day, and ascended
into heaven; and all other things which pertain to
our religion are only appendages to it

What was said of John the Baptist might
also be said of Joseph Smith: “There was a man
sent from God, whose name was [Joseph]. ... He
was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light,” “that all men through him might
believe.”

I believe. I believe and am sure that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the living God. I testify
that the living God is our loving Father. I know
this because the voice of the Lord has spoken it
to me, and so has the voice of His servants, the
apostles and prophets, including and beginning
with Joseph Smith.

I testify that Joseph Smith was and is a
prophet of God, a witness and servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He was “blessed to open the
last dispensation,”and we are blessed that he did.

The Lord commanded Oliver and all of us,
“Stand by my servant Joseph, faithfully”I testify
that the Lord stands by His servant Joseph and
the Restoration wrought through him.

Joseph Smith is now part of that heavenly
priesthood of which he spoke. As he promised
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Beatecy.

ITpog tov @ilo tov Mrévtlauy T{ovoov, o
T{OCeg eime: «Mmévtlapuy, [edv meBavw] Sev Ba
elpat paxpld amd oéva, kat av oTnv aAAn mievpa
TOV KATATETAOHATOG, Oa epydloptat akoun padi
oov, Kat pe pia dvvapn vrepPolika avEnuévn,
yla va ovvexiow avtd to facilelon.

216 27 Tovviov 1844, o T(oCep Zub kat o
aded@og Tov Xdtpovu dohogovrOnkav. To cwpa
Tov T(OCe etd@n, al\d n paptupia tov e&ako-
AovBel va avtnxel og GAOV TOV KOGUO Kal OTNV
Yoy pov:

«Eixa det éva opapa. To n&epa, kat n&epa
oTL 0 ®ed6 To Nepe, Kat Sev umopovoa va To
apvnOw».

«IToté 8ev oag eima OTL NUOLY TEAELOG: AANA
dev vmdpyet Aabog oTIg amokaAvyelg Tov £xw
S1ddew.

«O1 Bepehwdetg apyég tng Bpnokeiag pag
elvatl n paptoupia Twv Amootodwv kat twv ITpo-
PNTWYV, OXETIKA pe ToV Inoov Xploto, 0Tt mébave,
EVTAPLAOTNKE Kal aveoTnOn Tnv Tpitn nuépa
Kat aveAneOn otovg ovpavovg: kat OAa ta dAAa
TPAyHaTa TOL agopovv ot Opnokeia pag eival
Hovo SevTepeLOVONG ONUACIAG 08 AVTM».

Avta mov emwOnkav ya Tov Iwdavvn tov
Bantioth Oa umopovoav eniong va emwOovv yla
tov T{oCep Zpub: «Ymrp&e évag avBpwmog arme-
OTAAPEVOG artd TOV Og0d, TOL 0TOI0V TO OVOpa
nrav [TCoe@]. .. Aev ntav ekeivog 10 wg, aAAd
yla va oL HapTupia OXETIKA [E TO QW6», «yLa
Va TLOTEYOLV OAOL SLAPETOV AVTOV.

To motevw. ITiotevw kat eipat PéRatog 6Tt o
Inoovg eivat o Xptotdg, o Yi6g tov {wvtog Oeob.
Katafétw paptupia 61t o {wv Oedg eivat o otop-
yuog Hatépag poag. To E€pw avto, StoTL N wvr
Tov Kupiov pod 1o €xet met kat To id10 €xel KAvel
Kal | @wviy Twv vrnpetwv Tov, Twv anmootoAwv
Kl TWV TPOPNTWV, CUUTEPIAAUBAVOUEVWY TOV
TCoTeq Zub Kot apxng yEVOHEVNG ATIO AUTOV.

KataBétw paptupia 61t 0 T{0lep Zwd nrav
Kal eival Tpo@rTng Tov @0V, HAPTLPAG KAl VTIN-
pétng Tov Kvpiov Inood Xpiotov. «Egepe mdAL
10 Evayyélio am’ Toug ovpavovgrkatl eipaote
EVAOYNHEVOL TTOV TO €KAVE.

O Koprog mpootae tov ONPep kat Olovg
epag: «XZtabeite MOTA 0TO TAEVPO TOL VTINPETN
pov TCoCe». Katabétw paptupia 61t 0 Kbplog
otéketatl Simha otov vrnpétn Tov tov T{OCe kat
1n Anokatdotaon katnpyaodn péow avtov.

O T{oCep Zb amotelel Twpa puépog ekeivng
NG EMOVPAVLIAG LEPOOVVNG YLt TNV oToia WiAn-
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his friend, he is not far away from us, and on the oe. Onwg vtooxébnke otov @ilo Tov, dev eivat
other side of the veil, he is still working with us, HAKPLA Ao EUAG, Kat 0TV AAAN TAELPA TOV
and with a power greatly increased, to roll on this  katanetdoparog, e§akohovBei va epyaletar padi
kingdom. With joy and thanksgiving, I raise my Hag, kat fe pa Suvapn moAy avfnuévn, ya va
voice in “praise to the man who communed with ~ ovveyioet avtd To Pacilelo. Me xapd kat evya-

Jehovah”’And above all, praise to Jehovah, who PLOTIA, VYWVW TN QWVI LOV VLA VA «ALVESW TOV
communed with that man! In the name of Jesus dvdpa mov emikovwvovoe e Tov IexwPar. Kat
Christ, amen. méavw arn’ 0Aa, §6&a atov IexwPd mov emkovw-

vovoe [e avTov Tov avBpwmo! Xto dvopa Tov
Inoov Xpiotov, aunv.
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