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Burying Our Weapons of Rebellion
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May we bury—very, very deep—any element of
rebellion against God in our lives and replace it
with a willing heart and a willing mind.

The Book of Mormon records that approx-
imately 90 years before the birth of Christ, the
sons of King Mosiah began what would be a
14-year mission to the Lamanites. Unsuccessful
efforts had been made over many generations
to bring the Lamanite people to a belief in the
doctrine of Christ.This time, however, through
the miraculous interventions of the Holy Spirit,
thousands of the Lamanites were converted and
became disciples of Jesus Christ.

We read, “And as sure as the Lord liveth,
so sure as many as believed, or as many as were
brought to the knowledge of the truth, through
the preaching of Ammon and his brethren, ac-
cording to the spirit of revelation and of proph-
ecy, and the power of God working miracles in
them—yea, I say unto you, as the Lord liveth,
as many of the Lamanites as believed in their
preaching, and were converted unto the Lord,
never did fall away”

The key to the enduring conversion of this
people is stated in the next verse: “For they
became a righteous people; they did lay down
the weapons of their rebellion, that they did not
fight against God any more, neither against any
of their brethren.”

This reference to “weapons of rebellion” was
both literal and figurative. It meant their swords
and other weapons of war but also their disobe-
dience to God and His commandments.

The king of these converted Lamanites
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EiOs va Odyovpe —mord, modd Pabic- k&be aroi-
xelo avrapoiag evavtiov Tov Ocov oty (wh pog
Kl V& TO AV TIKATAOTHOOVUE e Tpouun kapdic
ke TpoBupo vou.

To BipAio Tov Moppov kataypaget 0Tt
nepimov 90 xpovia pLy amod Tn yEVVnomn Tov
Xptotov, ot vioi Tov PactAtad Mwoia dpytoov pa
14etr) amooToAr 0TOVG Aapaviteg. AvemiTuyeig
npoomdbeleg eixav yivel eni moANEG yeveés yla va
@EPOVV TOV Aad TV AQUAVITWV OTO Va TILOTE-
Vet ot Sidayn Tov Xplotod. AvTny TN Qopd,
wOTO00, PEow TwV BavpaoTwv TapepPdoewv Tov
Ayiov ITvevpatog, xiladeg Aapaviteg HeTaoTpd-
enrav kat £ywvav pabntég tov Inoov Xpiotov.

AwaBalovpe: «Kat 0nwg oiyovpa o Kbpiog
(el £€toL oiyovpa doot ioteyay, SnAadn oot
odnynonkav otn yvwon tg aAnbetag, péow tov
KNPUYHATOG TOV APV Kal TwV adeAQWV TO,
OVPPWVA e TO TVEDHA TNG AOKAALYNG KAt TNG
TpoPNTELAG, Kat T Svvapn Tov Oeov oL £kave
Badpata og avtolg — pdAloTa, 0ag Aéw, OTWG O
Koprog e, 600t and tovg Aapaviteg mioteyov
0TO KNPLYHA TOVG, KAl LETAOTPAPNKAY TTPOG TOV
Kopio, moté dev anootatnoavs.

To kAetdi yia tn Stapkn HeTAGTPOPT AVLTOD
TOv Mool ava@épetal 0To emopevo edd@to: «Iiati
gywvav dikatog Aaog. KatéBeoav ta omha tng
aAvVTaPOiag TOVG, WOTE SV LAXOVTAY T EVAVTIOV
Tov @0V, OVTE EVAVTIOV OTTOLOVINTIOTE ATO TOVG
aded@ovg Tovg».

AvTi 1 ava@opd oTa «OTAA TG AVTapoiagy
TAV Kol KUPLOAEKTIKT KAl LETAPOPLKT. ZNUALVE
Ta omafid Tovg kat dAANa Toleptkd OmAa, aAAd
emiong TNV avumakor Tovg otov Oed Kal Tig
evToAég Tov.

O BaotAldg TV HETEOTPAPUEVOY AQUAVITOV
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expressed it this way: “And now behold, my
brethren, ... it has been all that we could do ...

to repent of all our sins and the many murders
which we have committed, and to get Godto

take them away from our hearts, for it was all we
could do to repent sufficiently before God that he
wouldtake away our stain”

Note the king’s words—not only had their
sincere repentance led to forgiveness of their
sins, but God also took away the stain of those
sins and even the desire to sin from their hearts.
As you know, rather than risk any possible return
to their prior state of rebellion against God, they
buried their swords. And as they buried their
physical weapons, with changed hearts, they also
buried their disposition to sin.

We might ask ourselves what we could do to
follow this pattern, to “lay down the weapons of
[our] rebellion,” whatever they may be, and be-
come so “converted [to] the Lord” that the stain
of sin and the desire for sin are taken from our
hearts and we never will fall away.

Rebellion can be active or passive. The classic
example of willful rebellion is Lucifer, who, in the
premortal world, opposed the Father’s plan of re-
demption and rallied others to oppose it as well,
“and, at that day, many followed after him”It is
not hard to discern the impact of his continuing
rebellion in our own time.

The Book of Mormon’s unholy trio of an-
ti-Christs—Sherem, Nehor, and Korihor—pro-
vide a classic study of active rebellion against
God. The overarching thesis of Nehor and
Korihor was that there is no sin; therefore, there
is no need for repentance, and there is no Savior.
“Every man prosper[s] according to his genius,
and ... every man conquer|s] according to his
strength; and whatsoever a man [does is] no
crime.” The anti-Christ rejects religious author-
ity, characterizing ordinances and covenants as
performances “laid down by ancient priests, to
usurp power and authority”
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10 e§éppaoe pe avtdv Tov Tpomo: «Kat twpa
1800, adeA@ol pov, agov avTo HTAV O,TL HTOPOD-
OQLE VA KAVOVE. .. VOl LETAVOT|OOVHE Yia OAeG
TIG apapTieg pag kat Tig Tooeg SoAopovieg mov
gxovpe Stampaket, kat va éxovpe Tov Oed va TiGa-
Qatpéoet and TNy Kapdid pag, ylati avtd nrav
0,TL LTTOPOVOAYE VOl KAVOVLE YLt VA LETAVOT|OOV-
LLE EMAPKWG EVAOTILOV TOV B0D WOTE VaaQaLpETel
v knAida pag».

Znuetwote Ta Adyla Tov PactAtd — oL Hovo
1 €LAKPLVHG HETAVOLA TOVG £iXe 00Ny O€L 0TN
OLYXWPNOT TWV AHAPTIOV TOVG, AAAd 0 Bedg
emiong agaipeoe TNV KNAISA ATV TWV apap-
TV, akopa kat Ty embupia va apaptédvovv
and v kapdid Tovg. Onwg yvwpilete, avti va
daktvduvevoovv omotadrmote mbavn emoTpor
OTNV TPONYOVUEVT] KATACTAOT] AVTAPTIOG TOVG
evavtiov Tov @eov, éBayav ta onabid tovg. Kat
kabwg e0ayav Ta LAk Tovg OTAa, He alhayn
oTig emBupieg Tovg, é8ayav emiong tn didbeon
TOVG VOl ApAPTAVODLY.

Oa pnopovoape va avapwtnovpe Tt Ba
UTOPOVOAE VA KAVOVLE Yl Vo akoAovBroovpe
auTO TO TPOTLTIO, Va «katabéaovpe] Ta OMAa
™G avtapoiag [pag]», omota Kt av eivat, Kat va
«petaoTpagovpe] mpog tov Kbpror», wote n kn-
Aida g apaptiog kat n embupia yia apaptia va
agpatpebel amod v kapdid pag Kat TOTE va pnv
ATOOTATOVYE.

H avtapoia propel va givat evepyntikn 1
nadntikn. To kKhaowko mapaderypa ekovotag
avtapoiag eivat o Ewogopog, o omoiog oTov mpo-
yntvo kéopo avtiraxnke oto oxédto Tov Iatépa
Tepi AMOAVTPWONG Kat CLOTEPpWaE AANOVG Va
evavTiwBobv og avTd emiong «Kat eKeivn TNV Nué-
pa moAhoi Tov akolovOnoav». Aev eival dvokoho
va Stakpivovpe TOV avTIKTUTO TNG oVVEXLLOHEVNG
avTapoiag Tov oTnV £MOXN HOG.

To aviepo tpio avtiypiotwv Tov BifAiov Tov
Mopuov -o Zepép, o Nexwp kat o Kopryop- ma-
PEXOLV piat KAAOIKT) LEAETT TNG EVEPYOL AVTAP-
olag evavtiov tov @eov. H kvpiapyn Béon tov
Nexwp kat tov Koptyop frav ot dev vmdpyet
apaptia. OnoTe, dev LITAPXEL AVAYKT YLot HETA-
vota kat 8ev vrapxet Zwtrpag. «Kabévag evn-
pep[et] avéhoya pe Tnv gvguia Tov, kat kabévag
Kat[aktd] avaloya pe T Svvaun Tov, kat oTdn-
note [kavel] o kabévag dev [eivan] adiknpar». O
avTixpLoTtog anoppintel T Opnokevtikn egovoia,
xapaktnpiCovtag Statagelg kat Stabrkeg wg teAe-
T€G «tpoodlopLo[péveg] amd apxaiovg Lepeig, yla
va o@eTeptofovv Suvapn kat e§ovaior.
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A latter-day example of willful rebellion
with a happier ending is the story of William W.
Phelps. Phelps joined the Church in 1831 and
was appointed Church printer. He edited sever-
al early Church publications, wrote numerous
hymns, and served as a scribe to Joseph Smith.
Unfortunately, he turned against the Church and
the Prophet, even to the point of giving false tes-
timony against Joseph Smith in a Missouri court,
which contributed to the Prophet’s imprisonment
there.

Later, Phelps wrote to Joseph asking for
forgiveness. “I know my situation, you know it,
and God knows it, andI want to be saved if my
friends will help me”

In his reply the Prophet stated: “It is true that
we have suffered much in consequence of your
behavior. ... However, the cup has been drunk,
the will of our Heavenly Father has been done,
and we are yet alive. ... Come on, dear broth-
er, since the war is past, for friends at first are
friends again at last”

With sincere repentance, William Phelps
buried his “weapons of rebellion” and was re-
ceived once more in full fellowship, never again
to fall away.

Perhaps the more insidious form of rebellion
against God, however, is the passive version—ig-
noring His will in our lives. Many who would
never consider active rebellion may still oppose
the will and word of God by pursuing their own
path without regard to divine direction. I am
reminded of the song made famous years ago
by singer Frank Sinatra with the climactic line
“I did it my way.” Certainly in life there is plenty
of room for personal preference and individual
choice, but when it comes to matters of salvation
and eternal life, our theme song ought to be “I
did it God’s way;” because truly there is no other
way.

Take, for instance, the Savior’s example
regarding baptism. He submitted to baptism as a
demonstration of loyalty to the Father and as an
example to us:

“He showeth unto the children of men that,
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‘Eva mapaderypa okomung avtapoiag twv
TEAEVTALWY NUEPWYV [LE EVTVXEOTEPO TENOG Elval
1 otopia tov Tovidhap I'. Dedng. O Pehng
npooxwpnoe otnv ExkAnoia to 1831 kot diopi-
otnke Tvmoypdeog tng ExkAnoiag. EmpeAnOnke
APKETEG apyLkég exdooelg TG ExkAnoiag, £ypoye
TOAVAPLOOVG VIIVOVG KAl VTN PETNOE WG YPapE-
ag yta Tov TCoCep Zd. Avotvxws, otpagnke
evavtiov g ExkAnoiag kat tov IIpogntn, péxpt
Tov onpeiov va dwoel Yevdn papTupia evavTiov
Tov T(oCep 20 oe éva dwkaotnpto Tov Milovpt,
npdypa mov ouvéPale otn guAdkion Tov IIpoen-
Tn) eKel.

Apyotepa, o Pelng éypaye otov T(olep
(twvtag ovyxwpnon. «vwpifw Ty katdotaot
{ov, €00 TNV yvwpiCelg, kat 0 @edg v yvwpilet,
kat OéAw va owbw, av pe Bondrnoovv ot ilot
{HOL».

2y andvtnor tov o I[Ipoentng dnAwoe:
«Eivar aknBeta 011 £xovpe vITo@Epet TOA WG
OVVETIELA TTG CUUTEPLPOPAG OOV. .. L0TO0O, TO
noTnpL éxel mwbel, To OéAnua tov Emovpdviov
[atépa pag €xet yivel kat eipaote akoun (wvta-
voi... EAa, ayamnté aded@é, agob o moAepog €xel
mepdoel, ylati ot gilot oTnVy apyn eivat gilot oTo
TENOGY.

Me elhikpivry petavola, o Tovidap Pelmng
€0aye «Ta OTTAA TNG AVTAPOLAGH TOV Kat £YLVE
dekTOG yra AAAN pa popd pe AP aAAnAeyyon
Kat oté Eavd Sev anootatnoe.

Towg n o VTTOVAN poPPT| AVTAPTiaG EVAVTI-
ov Tov @€ov, woTHOO, eival n TabnTikr exdoxmn
- 70 va ayvoolpe to BeAnpd Tov otn {wn pog.
IToANoi mov Sev Ba okEMTOVTAY TTOTE TNV EVEPYO
avtapoia pmopel akoun va evavtiwbovv oto
BéAnua kat tov Adyo Tov ol akolovBwvTag To
d1Kkd TOVG povoTdTL Xwpig va Aappavovy v oyLy
™ Oeikr| kabodnynon. Buudpal To Tpayovdt Tov
g€ytve SLAOTUO TIPLY ATTO XPOVLA OO TOV TPOALYOV-
Sioth Opavk Zivdatpa pe Tov kKopv@aio otixo: “I
did it my way” [«To ékava pe Tov 8ikd pov Tpo-
To»]. ACQaAwg, oTn {wr) VTIAPYEL APKETOG XWPOG
Yl TPOCWTILKT TIPOTIUNOT KAl ATOIKT EMAOYT,
aAld otav mpokeltat yla Bépata ocwtnpiag kot
atwviag {wng, To povoikod pag Oépa Ba émpemne va
eivat: «To ékava pe Tov Tpomo Tov Oeov», emeldn)
aAnBwa dev vapxet aAhog Tpomog.

[Tapte, yia mapddetypa, To mapadetypa tov
ZWTNPOG OXETIKA He To Pamtiopa. YrmePAnon
070 Pantiopa wg anodelEn apooiwaong Mpog Tov
[Matépa kat wg Tapadetypo ylo epag:

«Edei&e ota tékva Twv avBpwnwv 6Tt Katd
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according to the flesh he humbleth himself
before the Father, and witnesseth unto the Father
that he would be obedient unto him in keeping
his commandments. ...

“And he said unto the children of men: Fol-
low thou me. Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
can we follow Jesus save we shall be willing to
keep the commandments of the Father?”

There is no “my way” if we are to follow
Christ’s example. Trying to find a different course
to heaven is like the futility of working on the
Tower of Babel rather than looking to Christ and
His salvation.

The swords and other weapons that the La-
manite converts buried were weapons of rebel-
lion because of how they had used them. Those
same kinds of weapons in the hands of their
sons, being used in defense of family and free-
dom, were not weapons of rebellion against God
at all. The same was true of such weapons in the
hands of the Nephites: “They were not fighting
for monarchy nor power but ... were fighting for
their homes and their liberties, their wives and
their children, and their all, yea, for their rites of
worship and their church?”

In this same way, there are things in our lives
that may be neutral or even inherently good but
that used in the wrong way become “weapons of
rebellion.” Our speech, for example, can edify or
demean. As James said:

“But the tongue [it seems] can no man tame;
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

“Therewith bless we God, even the Father;
and therewith curse we men, which are made
after the similitude of God.

“Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing
and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not
so to be”

There is much in public and personal dis-
course today that is malicious and mean-spirited.
There is much conversation that is vulgar and
profane, even among youth. This sort of speech
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TN odpka Taneivwoe Tov eavto Tov eunpog otov
[atépa, kot katédeie mpog Tov Iatépa 6Tt Ha
glvat LTAKOVOG TPOG AVTOV OTNV THPNOT| TWV
evtoAav Tov...

»Kat eine ota tékva twv avBpwnwv: Ako-
AovOnoé pe. Enopévwg, ayannuévol pov adedgot,
umopovue va akolovdnoovpe Tov Inoov, av dev
eipaote mpoBupol va Tnpove TIG EVTOAEG TOV
[atépas».

Agv vmapxet «o SIKOG [LOV TPOTIOG», AV
Bé\ovpe va akolovBrnoovpe To Tapadetypa Tov
Xptotov. H mpoomafeta va Bpovpe pia dtago-
PETIKT TTOPELQ TTPOG TOVG OVPAVOVG ELVAL TAV TN
patadTnTa va gpyalopacte otov [Tvpyo g
Baféh avti va mpooPArénovpe mpog tov XpLotod
kat T owtnpia Tov.

To omaBia kat Ta aAAa dmAa ov €Bayav ot
Aapaviteg veo@mTioTOL NTAY OTTAQ TG AVTap-
olag efautiag Tov TPOTOL TTOVL Ta ElYAV XPNOL-
pomotnoet. Avtd Ta idta idn OmAwv oTa xépla
TWV VIOV TOVG, KABWG XPNOLHOTOLOVVTAY YLa
TNV AUuva TG otkoyévetag kat Tng eAevbeplag,
dev frav kaBoAov 6mAa avtapoiag evavtiov Tov
O¢ov. To id1o0 ioxve pe TéTola OTAQ OTa XEpLaL
Twv Ne@urav: «Aev mohepodoav yla povapyia
ovTe yla Svvapn, aAld molepovoav yia T omiTIa
ToLg Kal TIg eAevbepieg TOVG, TIG yuvaikeg Tovg
Kat Ta audid Tovg Kat Ta OAa TovG, HAAloTa
yla TIG LlepoTeAEOTIEG TNG AATPELag TOVG Kat TNV
EKKANGia TOUG».

Me 1oV 810 TPOTO, LTIAPXOVV TIPAYHATA
ot (wr| pag mov umopel va givat ovdétepa 1y
aKOUN Kat €yyevwg KaAd, alld oTav xpnotpo-
notovvtat pe AavBaopévo Tpomo yivovtat «OmAa
™G avtapoiagy. H ophia pag, yia mapddetypa,
UTTOPEL VO AVUYWOEL TVEVHATIKWG 1] VO LELWOEL
Onuwg eime o IdkwPog:

«Tn yAwooa, opws, [gaivetat 0Tt] kavévag
arno Tovg avBpwmovg dev pmopei va Sapdoet:
elval aovyKpATNTO KAKO, YEUATN amo Bavatneo-
PO PAppaKo.

»AlapiEcov avTrg evhoyovpe Tov o kat
[Matépa, kat SLapEoov AVTHG KATAPLOHATTE TOVG
avBpwmovg, mov mMhdotnkav kad’ opoiwon Tov
Ocov.

»ATo 1O 010 oTOHA Pyaivel evAoyia Kat Ka-
Tdpa. Agv mpémel, aded@oi pov, £Tot va yivovtat
aUTA».

Ynapxovv ToANG 0Tn dnuocta kol TPoow-
UK ov{TNOoN OTjHEpa IOV glvat KakOPovla kat
Kakompoaipeta. Yrapxet ToAA} ov{fTnon mov
eivat xudaia kat PAao@nun, akopn Kat HeTagy
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is a “weapon of rebellion” against God, “full of
deadly poison.”

Consider another example of something
that is essentially good but that could be turned
against divine directives—a person’s career. One
can find real satisfaction in a profession, voca-
tion, or service, and all of us are benefited by
what devoted and talented people in many fields
of endeavor have accomplished and created.

Still, it is possible that devotion to career
can become the paramount focus of one’s life.
Then all else becomes secondary, including any
claim the Savior may make on one’s time and
talent. For men, and for women as well, forgoing
legitimate opportunities for marriage, failing to
cleave to and lift one’s spouse, failing to nurture
one’s children, or even intentionally avoiding the
blessing and responsibility of child-rearing solely
for the sake of career advancement can convert
laudable achievement into a form of rebellion.

Another example concerns our physical
being. Paul reminds us that we are to glorify
God in both body and spiritand that this body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost, “which ye have
of God, and ye are not your own.” Thus, we have
a legitimate interest in spending time caring for
our bodies as best we can. Few of us will reach
the peak of performance we have seen recently
in the achievements of Olympic and Paralympic
athletes, and some of us are experiencing the ef-
fects of age, or what President M. Russell Ballard
called “the rivets coming loose.”

Nevertheless, I believe it pleases our Creator
when we do our best to care for His wonderful
gift of a physical body. It would be a mark of
rebellion to deface or defile one’s body, or abuseit,
or fail to do what one can to pursue a healthy
lifestyle. At the same time, vanity and becoming
consumed with one’s physique, appearance, or
dress can be a form of rebellion at the other ex-
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TwV VéwV. AToD TOL €idovg 1 oputhia eivat «OTAa
avtapoiag» evavtiov Tov o, «yepdta anod
Bavatnedopo appako».

Zke@Oeite éva aAAo mapaderypa ya kAt
TIOV €lval OVOLACTIKA KAAO, aAAd Tov Ba pmo-
povoe va oTpagei evavTia oTig Beieg 0dnyieg — N
otadlodpopia evog atopov. Mmopel kaveig va
Bpet mpaypatikr ikavoToinom o€ éva emayyeiua,
Aettovpynua 1 vnpeoia Kat OOt pag wPeAova-
OTE ATO AVTO TIOV £XOVV ETMITVXEL Kat Snutovpyn-
o€l apoolwiévol Kat Takavtovyot avBpwmol o€
TOAAOVG Topelg Tpoomabetag.

QoT1600, eivat mBavo 6t agociwon oty
KapLépa Umopel va Yivel TO TpwTapxIko emi-
KeVTpo NG {wnig kamotov. Tote Oha Ta A
yivovtat devtepevovta, cvunepthapfavopévay
omowwvdnNmoTe aflboewy oV Popel va Tpo-
BaAAet 0 ZwTnpag ya Tov XpOvo Kat To TAAEVTO
kamotov. [ Tovg avpeg kat yla TIg yuvaikeg
e&loov, 1 eykatdenyn £vvopwy evKapLOV yLa
YAapo, 1 amotvyia KAmoLov va mpookoAAnOei
otov/otn 60{uyo6 Tov/TNG KAl va TOV/ TNV avv-
YWwOoeL, 1 anoTuyio va yalovxnoel Ta maudid
TOV 1} KON Kat 1) ek Tpobéoewg amoguyn TG
gvhoyiag kat evBHVNG TNG avatpoPng TadLwv
ATOKAELOTIKA KAl LOVO yia X&pr TNG emayyeApa-
TIKNG e§EMENG, pumopei va petatpéyet afiémawvo
emiTevya o€ [ia popen avtapoiag.

‘Eva dANo mapddetypa apopd 0T QUOLKN
pag vrap€n. O IMavAog pag vrevOupifet OTL
npénet va So&dlovpe Tov Bed TO00 0TO WA
000 Kal 0TO TTVELHAKAL OTL AUTO TO WA ELval O
vaog tov Ayiov ITvevpatog «to omoio éxete amd
Tov @¢0, Kat OeV €i0TE KUPLOL TOV EAVTOD CAGH.
Enopévwg, éxovpie £€vvopo ovpQépov va agle-
PWVOVHE XPOVO GPOVTILOVTAG TO GO HAG OGO
KaAvTepa pmopovpe. Atyot ano epag a gbacov-
[LE 0TO ATOKOPVPWHA TWV EMOOCEWY TTOV EXOVUE
det mpoopata ota emiTedypaTa TwWV aBANTWV
OMvpmakav kat ITapaoAvpmakwv Ayovwv kat
OpLOpEVOL aTtO eUAG PLOVOLUE T amoTEAEoHATA
¢ nAtkiag 1 avtd mov o IIpdedpog M. PdooeA
MmnaAlapvt anokdAeoe «Ta TpLToivia oL XaAa-
pWVOLV».

[Mapda tavta, moTedw OTL VXAPLOTEL TOV
Anpovpyo pag, 6tav Kavovpe To KaAOTePO
TIOV UTTOPOVHE YLal VA QPOVTIOOVE TO VTIEPOXO
dwpo Tov Tov VAKOV cwHATOG. Ba fTay onpd-
St avtapoiag va mapapopewoel KATOLoG 1 va
BePnAwoel To 0WA TOL 1) VA TO KAKOTIOLOEL 1)
Va amoTOXEL VA KAVEL O, TL HTTOPEL YLt VAL aKOAOV-
Oroet €vav vytevo tpomo (wrig. Tavtoxpdvwe, n
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treme, leading one to worship God’s gift instead
of God.

In the end, burying our weapons of rebel-
lion against God simply means yielding to the
enticing of the Holy Spirit, putting off the natural
man, and becoming “a saint through the atone-
ment of Christ the Lord”It means putting the
first commandment first in our lives. It means
letting God prevail. If our love of God and our
determination to serve Him with all our might,
mind, and strength become the touchstone
by which we judge all things and make all our
decisions, we will have buried our weapons of
rebellion. By the grace of Christ, God will forgive
our sins and rebellions of the past and will take
away the stain of those sins and rebellions from
our hearts. In time, He will even take away any
desire for evil, as He did with those Lamanite
converts of the past. Thereafter, we too “never
[will] fall away”

Burying our weapons of rebellion leads to a
unique joy. With all who have ever become con-
verted to the Lord, we are “brought to sing [the
song of ] redeeming love”Our Heavenly Father
and His Son, our Redeemer, have confirmed
Their unending commitment to our ultimate
happiness through the most profound love and
sacrifice. We experience Their love daily. Surely
we can reciprocate with our own love and loyalty.
May we bury—very, very deep—any element of
rebellion against God in our lives and replace it
with a willing heart and a willing mind.In the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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patatodogia kat To va aval@VeTat KATOLOG e T
OwHaTIKN StdmAaot, TNV epgavion 1 Tnyv €vovon
UTOpEL va elval fia Lop@n avtapoiag oTto aAAo
dkpo, 00Ny vTag KAToloV va Aatpéyet To Swpo
Tov Oeo avti yla Tov Ogo.

Telwd, 0aPovtag Ta OTMAa TNG avTapoiog
pag evavtiov Tov Ogov, onpaivel amAwg va
VTTOKVYOVLE 0TOVG deAeaopovg Tov Ayiov ITvev-
HATOG, VO TTAPANEPICOVHE TOV PUOLKO AvOpwmo
Kat va yivovpe «&yo[t] péow g e§ihéwong tov
Xptotob Tov Kvpiov». Znuaivet va Oétovpe tnv
TPWTN €VTOAN TP 0N (wr| pag. Znpaivel, va
agrvouvpe Tov Oeod va emkpatel. Av i aydmn pog
yta Tov @€ Kal 1] anoQacloTikotTntd Hag va Tov
VTINPETHOOVUE pe OA Hag TNV LoD, TOV VOV Kal
T SOvapn yivel n faomn pe Tnv omoia Kpivovpe Ta
TévTa Kat AapPavovpe OAeg TIG ATTOPATELG HAG,
Ba éxovpe Bayel ta OMAa pag TG avtapoiag. Me
M xapn tov Xplotov, o Oeog Ba ovyxwpnoet Tig
apaptieg Kat TG avtapoieg pag tov mapeAfovtog
kat Oa agatpéoet TNy knAida avTWV TV apap-
TV KAl TOV AvTApoLwV amo Ty kapdid Hag.
Me tov kapo, Ba amopakpOvel akoun kat kabe
emBupia ya Kakd, OTwG EKAVe (e EKEIVOVG TOVG
Aapaviteg veo@wTioTovg 010 TapeAdov. Kato-
Ty, Kt epeig «moté dev [Ba] amoot[atioovpe]».

To Bdyipo Twv OMAWY NG avtapaoiog odnyei
oe pia Eexwptoth xapd. Madi pe dAovg 6ot
gxovv oTE petaotpagei otov Kopilo «pbavoul-
ue] oto onpeio va tpayovd[noovpe] AvtpwTikn
aydmnn». O Emovpdviog ITatépag pag kat o Yio¢
Tov, 0 AvTpwTnG pag, éxovv emPefatwoet TV
ateleiwtn déopevorn Tovg ya Tnv véptatn
guTvXia pag péow tng mo Pabidg aydmng kat
Bvoiag. Buwvovpe kaBnuepva v ayann Tovg.
Ao@alwg pmopolue va avTamodwoovpe Pe TN
S| pag aydmn kat agooiwon. Eife va Odyov-
pe —ToAD, oA Pabia- kabe otoyeio avtapaoiog
evavtiov Tov ®eov ot (wr| pag Kat va To avTl-
KATAOTHoOVE fe TpoBupn kapdid kat mpobupo
vov. Zto 6vopa Tov Inoov Xptotov, aprv.
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