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We truly believe that we are all literally the
children of God, and because of that, we have the
potential to become like Him.

Today I would like to address one of the
most joyful, glorious, and powerful gospel truths
that God has revealed. At the same time, it is
ironically one for which we have been criticized.
An experience I had some years ago profoundly
deepened my appreciation for this gospel truth.

As a representative of the Church, I was once
invited to a religious conference where it was an-
nounced that from that moment on they would
recognize as valid all baptisms performed by al-
most all other Christian churches, as long as the
ordinance was done with water and in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost. Then it was explained that this policy did
not apply to baptisms performed by The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

After the conference I was able to delve deep-
er into the reasons for that exception with the
leader in charge of the announcement. We had a
wonderful and insightful conversation.

In short, he explained to me that that ex-
ception had primarily to do with our particular
beliefs about the Godhead, which other Chris-
tian denominations often refer to as the Trinity.

I expressed my appreciation for him taking the
time to explain to me his beliefs and the policy
of his church. At the end of our conversation, we
hugged and then said goodbye.

As I later contemplated our discussion,
what this leader said about Latter-day Saints not
understanding what he called the “mystery of the
Trinity” stayed in my mind. What was he refer-
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Skutecné vérime, ze vsichni lidé jsou doslova déti
Bozi a ze diky tomu mdme potencidl stdt se tako-
vymi, jako je On.

Dnes bych rad hovofil o jedné z nejradost-
néjsich, nejnadhernéjsich a nejmocnéjsich pravd
evangelia, které Buh zjevil. Zaroven je to para-
doxné jedna z pravd, za kterou jsme kritizovani.
Mou vdécnost za tuto pravdu evangelia nesmirné
prohloubila jedna zkus$enost, kterou jsem ziskal
pred nékolika lety.

Jako zastupce Cirkve jsem byl jednou pozvan
na nabozenskou konferenci, na niz bylo ozname-
no, ze od onoho okamziku budou uznany za plat-
né vSechny kity vykonané témér véemi ostatnimi
krestanskymi cirkvemi, budou-li tyto obrady
vykonany vodou a ve jménu Otce a Syna i Ducha
Svatého. Poté bylo vysvétleno, ze toto pravidlo se
nevztahuje na ki'ty vykonané Cirkvi Jezide Krista
Svatych poslednich dnd.

Po konferenci jsem mél moznost hloubéji
probrat divody této vyjimky s vedoucim, ktery
meé] toto oznameni na starosti. Nas rozhovor byl
uzasny a podnétny.

Strucné receno, vysvétlil mi, ze divodem této
vyjimky je pfedev$im nase konkrétni presvédceni
ohledné Bozstva, které ostatni kfestanské deno-
minace ¢asto nazyvaji Trojice. Vyjadril jsem mu
vdécnost za to, Ze si udélal cas, aby mi objasnil
svou viru a pravidla své cirkve. Na konci naseho
rozhovoru jsme se objali a pak se rozloucili.

Kdyz jsem pozdéji o nasem rozhovoru pre-
myslel, na mysl se mi vracelo, co tento vedouci
fekl o tom, Ze Svati poslednich dnii nerozuméji
tomu, co nazval ,tajemstvim Trojice®. O cem
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ring to? Well, it had to do with our understand-
ing of the nature of God. We believe that God the
Father “is an exalted man” with a glorified “body
of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s; [and] the
Son also” Thus, every time we talk about the na-
ture of God, in some way, somehow, we are also
talking about our own nature.

And this is true not only because we all were
made “in [His] image, after [His] likeness, but
also because, as the Psalmist recorded, God said,
“Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the
most High”This is for us a precious doctrine now
recovered with the advent of the Restoration. In
summary, it is nothing more or less than what
our missionaries teach as the first lesson, first
paragraph, first line: “God is our Heavenly Fa-
ther, and we are His children”

Now, you might say, “But many people be-
lieve we are children of God.” Yes, that is true, but
their understanding may be a little different from
the implication of its deeper meaning that we
affirm. For Latter-day Saints, this teaching is not
metaphorical. Rather, we truly believe that we are
all literally the children of God. He is “the Father
of [our] spirits,’and because of that, we have the
potential to become like Him, which seems to be
inconceivable to some.

It has now been over 200 years since the
First Vision opened the doors to the Restoration.
At the time, young Joseph Smith sought guid-
ance from heaven to know what church to join.
Through the revelation he received that day,and
in later revelations given to him,the Prophet
Joseph obtained knowledge about the nature of
God and our relationship to Him as His children.

Because of that, we learn more clearly that
our Heavenly Father has taught this precious
doctrine from the very beginning. Allow me to
cite at least two accounts from the scriptures to
illustrate this.

You might remember God’s instructions to
Moses as recorded in the Pearl of Great Price.

We read that “God spake unto Moses, saying:
Behold, I am the Lord God Almighty, and End-
less is my name.” In other words, Moses,I want
you to know who I am. Then He added, “And, be-
hold,thou art my son.” Later he said, “And I have
a work for thee,Moses, my son; and thou art in
the similitude of mine Only Begotten” And then
finally, He ended with, “And now, behold, this
one thing I show unto thee,Moses, my son.”
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mluvil? Nu, souviselo to s tim, jak chapeme Bozi
podstatu. Véiime, ze Biih Otec ,,je oslavenym
¢lovékem®, ktery ma oslavené ,,télo z masa a kosti
tak hmatatelné jako lidské; [a] Syn také“.Proto
vzdy, kdyz mluvime o podstaté Bozi, mluvime
jistym zptisobem také o podstaté sebe samych.

A to je pravda nejen proto, ze jsme vSichni
byli uc¢inéni ,,k obrazu [Jeho], podlé podobenstvi
[Jeho]“ale také proto, ze podle zdznamu zalmis-
ty Buh fekl: ,Bohové jste, a [déti] Nejvyssiho
vy vsickni.“Toto je pro nas drahocenna nauka,
ktera byla obnovena diky Znovuzfizeni. Struc-
né reCeno, neni to vice ani méné nez to, cemu
nasi misiondri u¢i v ramci prvni lekce, prvniho
odstavce, prvni fadky: ,,Btih je nas Nebesky Otec
a my jsme Jeho déti.”

Mohli byste namitnout: Ale mnoho lidi véri,
ze jsme déti Bozi. Ano, to je pravda, ale jejich
chapani se mtize ponékud lisit od dosahu hlub-
$itho vyznamu této pravdy, kterou potvrzujeme.
Pro Svaté poslednich dn toto uceni neni ob-
razné. Naopak, skutecné vérime, ze vSichni jsme
doslova déti Bozi. Bih je Otec naseho ducha, a
diky tomu mame potencial stat se takovymi, jako
je On, coz se nékterym zda nepredstavitelné.

Od chvile, kdy Prvni vidéni zahajilo Zno-
vuzfizeni, jiz uplynulo vice nez 200 let. Mlady
Joseph Smith tehdy usiloval o vedeni z nebe, aby
veédél, do které cirkve ma vstoupit. Prorok Joseph
prostiednictvim zjeveni, které obdrzel onoho
dne,a ze zjeveni, ktera mu byla dana pozdéji,-
ziskal poznani ohledné podstaty Boha a naseho
vztahu k Nému jakozto Jeho déti.

Diky tomu ziskavame jasnéjsi poznani, ze
Nebesky Otec uci této drahocenné nauce jiz od
pocatku. Dovolte mi uvést alespon dva pribéhy z
pisem, které to dokladaji.

Mozna si vzpomenete na pokyny, které Bith
udélil Mojzisovi a které jsou zaznamenany v
Drahocenné perle.

Stoji tam: ,,Biih pravil MojziSovi ika: Viz,
ja jsem Pan Bith VSemohouci a Nekonecny je
jméno mé.“ Jinymi slovy: Mojzisi,chci, abys vé-
dél, kdo jsem. Poté dodal: ,,A viz,ty jsi syn mij.“
Pozdg¢ji rekl: ,,A mam pro tebe praci,Mojzisi,
synu miyj; a ty jsi v podobenstvi mého Jednoro-
zeného.“ A poté zakondil slovy: ,,A nyni, viz, tuto
jednu véc ti ukazi,Mojzisi, synu maj.”
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It appears that God was determined to teach
Moses at least one lesson: “You are my child,”
which He repeated at least three times. He could
not even mention the name of Moses without
immediately adding that he was His son.

However, after Moses was left alone, he felt
weak because he was no longer in the presence of
God. That is when Satan came to tempt him. Can
you see a pattern here? The first thing he said
was, “Moses,son of man, worship me”

In this context, Satan’s request to worship
him may have been only a distraction. A signif-
icant temptation for Moses in that moment of
weakness was to become confused and believe
that he was only a “son of man,” rather than a
child of God.

“And it came to pass that Moses looked upon
Satan and said: Who art thou? For behold,l am a
son of God, in the similitude of his Only Begot-
ten.”Fortunately, Moses was not confused and did
not allow himself to become distracted. He had
learned the lesson of who he really was.

The next account is found inMatthew 4.
Scholars have entitled this “the three temptations
of Jesus,” as if the Lord was tempted only three
times, which of course is not the case.

Hundreds of gallons of ink have been used to
explain the meaning and content of these temp-
tations. As we know, the chapter begins by ex-
plaining that Jesus had gone into the desert, “and
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights,
he was afterward an hungred.”

Satan’s first temptation apparently had only
to do with satistying the Lord’s physical needs.
“Command that these stones be made bread,” he
challenged the Savior.

A second enticement may have had to do
with tempting God: “Cast thyself down: for it is
written, He shall give his angels charge concern-
ing thee”

Finally, Satan’s third temptation referred to
the aspirations and glory of the world. After Jesus
had been shown “all the kingdoms of the world,
... [Satan] saith unto him, All these things will I
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”

In truth, Satan’s ultimate temptation may
have had less to do with those three specific
provocations and more to do with tempting
Jesus Christto question His divine nature. At
least twice, the enticement was preceded by the
challenging accusation from Satan: “If thou be
the Son of God”—if you really believe it, then do
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Zda se, ze Btih byl odhodlan dat MojziSovi
alespon jedno poucent: ,,Jsi mé dité®, které zopa-
koval nejméné trikrat. Mojzisovo jméno nemohl
zminit bez toho, aniz by ihned dodal, ze Mojzis je
Jeho syn.

Kdyz vsak Mojzis ziistal sam, citil se slaby,
protoze jiz neptebyval v pritomnosti Bozi. Tehdy
ho prisel pokouset Satan. Vidite v tom urcity
vzor? Prvni, co fekl, bylo: ,,Mojzisi,synu ¢lovéka,
uctivej mne.“

V tomto kontextu mohla Satanova zadost,
aby ho Mojzis uctival, slouzit jen k odvraceni
pozornosti. V oné slabé chvilce byl Mojzi§ zna¢né
pokousen, aby podlehl zmatku a uvéfil, Ze je jen
»syn clovéka® a nikoli dité Bozi.

»A stalo se, ze Mojzi$ pohlédl na Satana
a fekl: Kdo jsi? Nebot viz,ja jsem syn Bozi, v
podobenstvi jeho Jednorozeného.“Mojzis nastésti
zmatku nepodlehl a nenechal svou pozornost
odvratit. Ziskal ponauceni, kym ve skutecnosti je.

Dalsi pribéh se nachazi vMatousovi 4. Ucenci
to nazvali ,tfi pokuSeni Jezise®, jako by nas Pan
byl pokousen jen tfikrat, coz se samoziejmé
nestalo.

K vysvétleni vyznamu a podstaty téchto
pokuseni byly spotfebovany stovky litrti inkous-
tu. Jak vime, tato kapitola za¢ina vysvétlenim, Ze
Jezi$ odesel na poust, ,,a postiv se ¢tyfidceti dna
a Ctyridceti noci, potom zla¢nél®

Satanovo prvni pokuseni se podle vseho
tykalo jen uspokojeni Panovych fyzickych potieb.
»Rciz, at kameni toto chlebové jsou,“ vyzval
Satan Spasitele.

Druha pobidka se mozna tykala pokouseni
Boha: ,,Spustiz se doli; nebo psano jest, ze andé-
lim svym prikazal o tobé.”

A konecné tieti Satanovo pokusenti se tykalo
svétskych ambic a slavy. Satan poté, co JeziSovi
ukazal ,,vSecka kralovstvi svéta..., fekl jemu: Toto
vSecko tobé dam, jestlize padna, budes$ mi se
klanéti®.

Ve skutecnosti se Satan mozna ani tak ne-
snazil Jezise Krista vyprovokovat k témto tfem
konkrétnim ¢intim, ale spiSe Ho pokousel,aby za-
pochyboval o své bozské podstaté. Prinejmensim
dvakrat Satan pred samotnym pokusenim vyslo-
vil tuto provokativni vyzvu: ,Jsi-li Syn Bozi“~ po-
kud tomu opravdu véris, udélejte to ¢i ono.
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this or that.

Please notice what had happened immedi-
ately before Jesus went into the desert to fast and
pray: we find the account of Christ’s baptism.
And when He had come out of the water, there
came “a voice from heaven, saying,This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”

Do we see the connection? Can we recognize
a pattern here?

It is no wonder that every time we are taught
about our divine nature and destiny, the adver-
sary of all righteousness tempts us to call them
into question.

How different our decisions would be if we
really knew who we really are.

We live in a challenging world, a world of
increasing commotion,where honorable people
strive to at least emphasize our human digni-
ty, while we belong to a church and embrace a
gospel that lift our vision and invite us into the
divine.

Jesus’s commandment to be “perfect, even
as [our] Father which is in heaven is perfect”is
a clear reflection of His high expectations and
our eternal possibilities. Now, none of this will
happen overnight. In the words of President
Jeffrey R. Holland, it will happen “eventually”But
the promise is that if we “come unto Christ,” we
will “be perfected in him.” That requires a lot of
work—not just any work, but a divine work. His
work!

Now, the good news is that it is precisely our
Father in Heaven who has said, “For behold, this
ismy workand my glory—to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man.”

President Russell M. Nelson’s invitation to
“think celestial’implies a wonderful reminder of
our divine nature, origin, and potential destina-
tion. We can obtain the celestial only through
Jesus Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

Perhaps that is why Satan enticed Jesus with
the very same temptation from the beginning to
the end of His earthly ministry. Matthew record-
ed that while Jesus hung on the cross, those “that
passed by reviled him, ... saying, ...If thou be the
Son of God, come down from the cross’Glory
be to God that He did not hearken but instead
provided the way for us to receive all celestial
blessings.

Let us always remember, there was a great
price paid for our happiness.
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Vsimnéte si prosim, co se stalo tésné pred-
tim, nez Jezi$ odesel na poust, aby se tam postil
a modlil - nachazime tam zdznam o Kristové
kitu. A kdyz vystoupil z vody, pfisel ,,hlas z nebe
fkouci:Tentot jest ten mj mily Syn, v némz mi se
dobre zalibilo.”

Vidime zde souvislost? Dokazeme v tom
rozpoznat urcity vzor?

Neni divu, Ze nas pokazdé, kdyz se u¢ime o
své bozské podstaté a o svém urceni, protivnik
vsi spravedlivosti pokousi, abychom o nich méli
pochybnosti.

Jak odli$na by byla nase rozhodnuti, kdyby-
chom opravdu védéli, kdo doopravdy jsme!

Zijeme v problematickém svété, v némz je
stale vice zmatkua v némz pocestni lidé usiluji
alespon o to, aby vyzdvihovali nasi lidskou du-
stojnost, kdezto my patfime k cirkvi a pfijimame
evangelium, které pozvedaji nasi vizi a vybizeji
nas k tomu, co je bozské.

V Jezi$ové prikazani, abychom byli ,,dokona-
li, jako i Otec [nas], kteryz jest v nebesich, doko-
naly jest®,se jasné odrazeji Jeho vysoka ocekavani
a nase vé¢né moznosti. Nic z toho se samoziejmé
nestane pres noc. Jak fekl president Jeffrey R. Ho-
lland, stane se tak ,,nakonec®Je nam vsak slibeno,
ze kdyz prijdeme ,ke Kristu, budeme ,,v ném
zdokonalovani“To je velké dilo - ne ledajaké
dilo, ale bozské dilo. Jeho dilo!

Dobrou zpravou je, ze pravé nas Otec v nebi
fekl: ,,Nebot viz, toto jedilo méa slava ma - usku-
tecniti nesmrtelnost a vé¢ny zivot ¢lovéka.”

Vyzva presidenta Russella M. Nelsona,
abychom mysleli ,,celestialnéje izasnou pfipo-
minkou nasi bozské podstaty, naseho ptvodu
a potencialniho urceni. To, co je ,celestialni®,
muzeme obdrzet pouze prostfednictvim smirné
obéti Jezise Krista.

Mozna proto Satan svadeél JeziSe timtéZ po-
kusenim od pocatku az do konce Jeho pozemské
sluzby. Matous zaznamenal, Ze kdyz JeZi$ visel na
krizi, ti, ,,ktefiz chodili tudy, rouhali se jemu, ...
tikajice: ...Jsi-li Syn Bozi, sstupiz s kiize.“Slava
Bohu za to, Ze neuposlechl, ale misto toho ndm
umoznil obdrzet vsechna celestialni pozehnani.

Vzdy pamatujme na to, Ze za nase $tésti byla
zaplacena velika cena.
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I testify as with the Apostle Paul that “the
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are children of God: and if children, then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
if so be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together”In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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Svédc¢im stejné jako apostol Pavel, ze ,tent
Duch osvédcuje duchu nasemu, Ze jsme [déti]
Bozi. A jestlize [déti], tedy i dédicové, dédicové
zajisté Bozi, spolu pak dédicové Kristovi, vsak
jestlize spolu trpime, abychom spolu i oslaveni
byli.“Ve jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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