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Christ’s charity—evident in complete loyalty to
divine will—persisted and continues to persist.

It is the Sabbath day, and we have gathered
to speak of Christ and Him crucified. I know that
my Redeemer lives.

Consider this scene from the last week of
Jesus’s mortal life. A multitude had gathered,
including Roman soldiers armed with staves
and strapped with swords. Led by officers from
the chief priests who had torches in hand, this
earnest company wasnotofl to conquer a city.
Tonight they were looking for only one man, a
man not known to carry a weapon, receive mili-
tary training, or engage in physical combat at any
time in His entire life.

As the soldiers approached, Jesus, in an effort
to protect His disciples, stepped forth and said,
“Whom seek ye?” They replied, “Jesus of Naza-
reth” Jesus said, “I am he. ... As soon ... as he
had said unto them, I am he, they went back-
ward, and fell to the ground.”

To me, that is one of the most stirring lines
in all of scripture. Among other things, it tells me
straightforwardly thatjust being in the presenceof
the Son of God—the great Jehovah of the Old
Testament and Good Shepherd of the New, who
bears no weapons of any kind—thatjust hear-
ing the voiceof this Refuge from the Storm, this
Prince of Peace, is enough to send antagonists
stumbling into retreat, piling them in a jumble,
making the whole group wish they had been
assigned kitchen duty that night.

Just a few days earlier, when He had entered
the city triumphantly, “all the city was moved,”
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Kristova prava ldska - kterd se projevuje napros-
tou oddanosti bozské viili - pretrvala a pretrvava
i naddle.

Dnes je sabatni den a my jsme se sesli, aby-
chom mluvili o Kristu, o tom ukfiZovaném. Ja
vim, Ze mdj Vykupitel Zije.

Predstavte si tento vyjev z posledniho tydne
Jezisova smrtelného Zivota. Shromazdil se zastup
lidi a v ném i fimsti vojaci vyzbrojeni holemi
a opasani meci. Tato horliva vyprava, vedena
sluzebniky prednich knézi, kteti méli v rukou
pochodné,nemélaza ukol dobyt néjaké mésto.
Dnes vecer hledali jen jediného muze, o kterém
nebylo znamo, Ze by u sebe kdy nosil zbran, ze by
absolvoval vojensky vycvik nebo ze by se viibec
kdy béhem celého svého Zivota zapojil do jakéko-
li potycky ¢i boje.

Kdyz se vojaci priblizili, Jezi§ ve snaze ochra-
nit své uc¢edniky predstoupil a zeptal se: ,,Koho
hledate?“ ,Jezise Nazaretského,“ odpovédéli.
Jezi$ rekl: ,,Jat jsem. ... A jakz fekl jim: Ja jsem,
postoupili nazpét, a padli na zem.“

Pro mé je to jedna z nejpiisobivéjsich vét v
celych pismech. Mimo jiné mi zcela jasné fika,
Zeuz jen to, Ze se ocitneme v pritomnostiSy-
na Boziho - velikého Jehovy Starého zakona a
Dobrého pastyfe Nového zédkona, Pastyte, ktery
nenosi zadnou zbran - Zeuz jen to, Ze uslySime
hlastohoto Uto¢isté pred boufi, tohoto KniZete
pokoje, postacuje k tomu, aby se protivnici dali
vydésené na ustup, ve zmatku popadali na hro-
madu a zoufali si, pro¢ jim jen ten vecer nebyla
pridélena sluzba v kuchyni.

Jen o nékolik dni dfive, kdyz Jezi$ triumfalné
vjel do Jeruzaléma, bylo celé mésto hned na no-
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the scripture says, asking, “Who is this?”I can
only imagine that “Who is this?” is the question
those muddled soldiers were now asking!

Theanswerto that question could not have
been in His looks, for Isaiah had prophesied
some seven centuries earlier that “he hath no
form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him,
there is no beauty that we should desire him.It
certainly wasn’t in His polished wardrobe or His
great personal wealth, of which He had neither.
It could not be from any professional training
in the local synagogues because we have no
evidence that He ever studied at any of them,
though even in His youth He could confound su-
perbly prepared scribes and lawyers, astonishing
them with His doctrine “as one having authority”

From that teaching in the temple to His
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and this final,
unjustifiable arrest, Jesus was routinely placed
in difficult, often devious situations in which He
was always triumphant—victories for which we
have no explanation except divine DNA.

Yet down through history many have simpli-
fied, even trivialized our image of Him and His
witness of who He was. They have reduced His
righteousness to mere prudishness, His justice to
mere anger, His mercy to mere permissiveness.
We must not be guilty of such simplistic versions
of Him that conveniently ignore teachings we
finduncomfortable. This “dumbing down” has
been true even regarding His ultimate defining
virtue, His love.

During His mortal mission, Jesus taught that
there were two great commandments. They have
been taught in this conference and will forever
be taught: “Love the Lord thy God [and] love
thy neighbour as thyself”If we are to follow the
Savior faithfully in these two crucial and inex-
tricably linked rules, we ought to hold firmly to
what Heactuallysaid. And what Heactuallysaid
was, “If ye love me, keep my commandments”On
that same evening, He said we were to “love one
another; as I have loved you”

In those scriptures, those qualifying phrases
defining true, Christlike love—sometimes re-
ferred to as charity—are absolutely essential.

What do they define? How did Jesus love?
First, He loved with “all [of His] heart, might,
mind and strength,’giving Him the ability to heal
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hou a ptalo se, jak se piSe v pismech: ,,I kdo jest
tento?“Napada mé, ze otazku ,,I kdo jest tento?“
si nyni kladli i oni zmateni vojaci!

Odpovédna tuto otazku neslo hledat v Jeho
podobé, nebot 1zaids jiz o néjakych sedm stoleti
drive prorokoval, ze nebude diistojného ani kras-
ného vzezfeni, pro které, az Ho uvidime, bychom
po Ném prahli.Odpovéd zcela jisté neposkytovala
Jeho vytiibend garderoba ani Jeho zna¢né bohat-
stvi - ani jedno z toho nemél. Nenabizelo ji ani
zadné odborné vzdélani dosazené v mistnich sy-
nagogach, protoze nemame jediny dikaz o tom,
ze by kdy v nékteré z nich studoval, ackoli uz ve
svém mladi dokazal zahanbit skvéle pripravené
zakoniky a uvést je v uizas svou naukou, ,,nebo
ucil je jako moc maje®

Jezi$ byl od svého uceni v chramu pres tri-
umfalni vjezd do Jeruzaléma az po toto zavérec-
né neospravedlnitelné zatceni bézné stavén do
obtiznych a ¢asto zaludnych situaci, ve kterych
vzdy dosahl vitézstvi — vitézstvi, pro néZ nemame
jiné vysvétleni nez Jeho bozskou DNA.

Presto v pribéhu staleti mnozi zjednodu-
$ovali, nebo dokonce bagatelizovali predstavu,
kterou o Ném mame, i svédectvi, které On sam
vydaval o tom, kdo je. Tito lidé znevazovali Jeho
spravedlivost jako pouhou upjatost, Jeho spra-
vedlnost jako pouhy hnév a Jeho milosrdenstvi
jako pouhou tolerantnost. Nesmime se provinit
takovymi zjednodudujicimi pojetimi Krista,
kterymi bychom ignorovali nauky, jez jsou nam
nepiijemné. K tomuto znevazovani dochazi i
v pripadé ctnosti, kterda Ho vystihuje ze v§eho
nejvice — Jeho lasky.

Jezis béhem svého poslani ve smrtelnosti
ucil, Ze jsou dvé velika prikazani. ,,Milovati budes
Pana Boha svého [a] milovati bude$ blizniho
svého jako sebe samého.“Mame-li vérné nasledo-
vat Spasitele v dodrzovani téchto dvou klicovych
a neoddélitelné propojenych pravidel, musime se
pevné drzet toho, cove skute¢nostitekl. A Onve
skutecnostifekl: ,Milujete-li mne, ptikdzani
mych ostfihejte.“A téhoz vecera nas vyzval, aby-
chom se ,,milovali vespolek®,jako On miloval nas.

V téchto versich jsou naprosto zasadni slova,
ktera definuji opravdovou, pro Krista charakte-
ristickou lasku — nékdy oznacovanou jako prava
laska.

Jak ji definuji? Jaka byla JeziSova laska?

Zaprvé — Jezi§ miloval ,,celym svym srd-
cem, moci, mysli a silou“,coz Mu dalo schopnost
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the deepest pain and declare the hardest reality.
In short, He is one who could administer grace
and insist on truth at the same time.As Lehi said
in his blessing to his son Jacob, “Redemption
cometh in and through the Holy Messiah; for

he is full of grace and truth”’His love allows an
encouraging embrace when it is needed and a
bitter cup when it has to be swallowed. So we try
to love—with all of our heart, might, mind, and
strength—Dbecause that is the way He loves us.

The second characteristic of Jesus’s divine
charity was His obedience toevery wordthat
proceeded from God’s mouth,always aligning
His will and behavior with that of His Heavenly
Father.

When He arrived on the Western Hemi-
sphere following His Resurrection, Christ said
to the Nephites: “Behold, I am Jesus Christ. ...

I have drunk out of that bitter cup which the

Father hath given me, ... in the which I have
suffered the will of the Father ... from the begin-
ning”

Of the myriad ways He could have intro-
duced Himself, Jesus did soby declaring His
obedience to the will of the Father—never mind
that not long before in His hour of greatest need,
this Only Begotten Son of God had felt totally
abandoned by His Father.Christ’s charity—evi-
dent in complete loyalty to divine will—persisted
and continues to persist, not just through the
easy and comfortable days but especially through
the darkest and most difficult ones.

Jesus was “a man of sorrows, the scriptures
say. He experienced sadness, fatigue, disappoint-
ment, and excruciating loneliness. In these and in
all times, Jesus’s love faileth not, and neither does
His Father’s. With such mature love—the kind
that exemplifies, empowers, and imparts—ours
will not fail either.

So, if sometimes the harder you try, the more
difficult it seems to get; if, just as you try to work
on your limitations and your shortcomings,
you find someone or something determined to
challenge your faith; if, as you labor devotedly,
you still feel moments of fear wash over you,
remember that it has been so for some of the
most faithful and marvelous people in every era
of time. Also remember that there is a force in
the universe determined to opposeevery good
thingyou try to do.

So, through abundance as well as poverty,
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uzdravit i tu nejhlubsi bolest a pojmenovat i tu
nejtézsi skutecnost. Stru¢né feceno, On je tim,
kdo dokaze zaroven nabizet milost i trvat na
pravdé.Jak fekl Lehi v pozehnani svému synu
Jakobovi: ,,Vykoupeni prichazi ve Svatém Mesiasi
a skrze néj; nebot on je pln milosti a pravdy.“Je-
ziSova laska dava prostor pro povzbudivé objeti,
je-li ho zapotiebi, i horky kalich, je-li ho nutné
vypit. A tak se snazime milovat — celym svym
srdcem, moci, mysli a silou - protoze pravé tak
Jezi$ miluje nas.

Druhym charakteristickym rysem JeziSovy
bozské pravé lasky bylo to, Ze byl poslusnykazdé-
ho slova, ,,jez vychazi z ust Bozich®a vzdy uvadél
svou vuli a chovani do souladu s viili a chovanim
Nebeského Otce.

Kdyz Kristus po svém Vzkfiseni prisel na
zapadni polokouli, fekl Nefitim: ,Vizte, jsem Je-
zi$ Kristus. ... Pil jsem z onoho hoikého kalicha,
ktery mi dal Otec, ... v ¢emz jsem vytrpél vili
Otce... od pocatku.”

Z nespoctu zpusobt, jimiz se Jezi§ mohl
predstavit, si zvolil ten, pri kterémprohlasil, ze je
poslusen vile Otce— bez ohledu na to, Ze nedlou-
ho predtim, v hodiné nejvyssi nouze, se tento
Jednorozeny Syn Bozi citil Otcem zcela opustén.
Kristova prava laska —patrna z Jeho naprosté
oddanosti bozské viili- pretrvavala a pretrvava
i nadale, nejen béhem snadnych a prijemnych
dnt, ale obzvlasté béhem dnii nejtemnéjsich a
nejtézsich.

V pismech se piSe, ze Jezi$ byl ,,muz bolesti®.
Zazival smutek, inavu, zklamani a nesnesitelnou
osameélost. V téchto a ve vSech dobach Jezisova
laska nepomiji, stejné jako nepomiji laska Jeho
Otce. S takto vyzralou laskou - takovou, ktera je
prikladem, ktera uschopnuje a obohacuje - ne-
pomine ani ta naSe.

A tak i kdyz se to nékdy zda tim obtiznéjsi,
¢im vice se snazite; i kdyz se zrovna ve chvili,
kdy se pokousite zapracovat na svych omezenich
a nedostatcich, setkate s nékym nebo nécim
odhodlanym zpochybnit vasi viru; i kdyz i béhem
své oddané sluzby pocitujete, jak vas zaplavuji
okamziky strachu, pamatujte, Ze se tak nékdy
citili i nékteri z téch nejvérnéjsich lidi v kazdé
dobé. Pamatujte také na to, ze ve vesmiru existuje
sila, kterd je odhodlana postavit sekazdé dobré
véci, kterou se pokusite vykonat.

A tak napric hojnosti i chudobou, napri¢
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through private acclaim as well as public crit-
icism, through the divine elements of the Res-
toration as well as the human foibles that will
inevitably be part of it,we stay the course withthe
true Church of Christ. Why? Because as with our
Redeemer, we signed on for the whole term—not
ending with the first short introductory quiz but
through to the final exam. The joy in this is that
the Headmaster gave us all open-book answers-
before the course began. Furthermore, we have a
host of tutors who remind us of these answers at
regular stops along the way. But of course, none
of this works if we keep cutting class.

“Whom seek ye?” With all our hearts we
answer, “Jesus of Nazareth.” When He says, “I
am he,’we bow our knee and confess with our
tongue that He is the living Christ, that He alone
atoned for our sins, that He was carrying us even
when we thought He had abandoned us. When
we stand before Him and see the wounds in His
hands and feet, we will begin to comprehend
what it meant for Himto bear our sins and be ac-
quainted with grief, to be completely obedient to
the will of His Father—all out of pure love for us.
To introduce others to faith, repentance, baptism,
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and receiving our
blessings in the house of the Lord—these are the
fundamental“principles and ordinances”that ulti-
mately reveal our love of God and neighbor and
joyfully characterize the true Church of Christ.

Brothers and sisters, I testify that The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the vehicle
God has provided for our exaltation. The gospel
it teaches is true, and the priesthood legitimiz-
ing it is not derivative. I testify that Russell M.
Nelson is a prophet of our God, as His predeces-
sors were and as His successors will be. And one
day that prophetic guidance will lead a genera-
tion to see our Messenger of Salvation descend
like “lightning ... out of the east,’and we will
exclaim, “Jesus of Nazareth.” With arms forever
outstretched and love unfeigned, He will reply, “I
am he’I so promise with the apostolic power and
authority of His holy name, even Jesus Christ,
amen.
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uznanim v soukromi i vefejnou kritikou, napri¢
bozskymi prvky Znovuziizeni i lidskymi slabost-
mi, které budou jeho nevyhnutelnou soucasti,dr-
zime na cesté kurzs pravou Cirkvi Kristovou.
Proc? Protoze stejné jako v pripadé naseho
Vykupitele jsme se prihlasili na cely semestr —
nekonc¢ime po prvnim kratkém tvodnim testu,
ale az zavérecnou zkouskou. Radost se skryva
v tom, Ze Reditel ndm vsem jesté predzacatkem
kurzuposkytl odpovédi pro kazdy typ zkousky.
Kromé toho mame radu lektort, ktefi nam tyto
odpovédi po cesté pripominaji na pravidelnych
zastavkach. Ale samozfejmé nam nic z toho ne-
bude platné, pokud budeme chodit za skolu.
»Koho hledate?* Z celého srdce odpovidame:
»Jezise Nazaretského.“ Kdyz rekne ,,Jat jsem® nase
koleno poklekne a jazyk vyznd, ze On je Zijici
Kristus, ze On sam usmifil nase hfichy a Ze nas
nesl i tehdy, kdyz jsme si mysleli, Ze nas opus-
til. Kdyz pred Nim staneme a spatfime rany na
Jeho rukou a nohou, za¢neme chapat, co pro N¢j
znamenalovzit na sebe nase hrichy a zakouset
zarmutek, byt zcela poslusen vile svého Otce—
a to vse z Cisté lasky k nam. Seznamit druhé s
virou, pokdnim, kitem, darem Ducha Svatého a s
obdrzenim nasich posvatnych pozehnani v domé
Pané - to jsou zakladni zasady a obradykteré v
kone¢ném diisledku odhaluji nasi lasku k Bohu
a k bliznim a radostné charakterizuji pravou
Cirkev Kristovu.

Bratfi a sestry, svéd¢im o tom, Ze Cirkev
Jezise Krista Svatych poslednich dnti je onim
prostiedkem, ktery Bih poskytuje pro nase
oslaveni. Evangelium, kterému udi, je pravdivé,

a knézstvi, které ji ¢ini legitimni, pochazi pfimo
od zdroje. Svéd¢im o tom, ze Russell M. Nelson
je prorokem naseho Boha, tak jako jim byli jeho
predchidci a jako jim budou i jeho nastupci. A
jednoho dne toto prorocké vedeni povede celou
generaci k okamziku, kdy spatfi naseho Posla
spaseni sestupovat jako ,,blesk ... od vychodu®a
my zvolame: ,,Jezi§ Nazaretsky!“ A On s navzdy
otevfenou narudi a nepredstiranou laskou odpo-
vi: ,Jat jsem.“To vam slibuji s apostolskou moci a
pravomoci Jeho svatého jména, samotného Jezise
Krista, amen.
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