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Let us not wait for things to get hard before turn-
ing to God. Let us not wait until the end of our
mortal lives to truly repent.

I testify of a loving Heavenly Father. In the
April 2019 general conference, moments after I
was sustained in my new responsibility as a Gen-
eral Authority Seventy, the choir sang a rendition
of “I Stand All Amazed” that pierced my heart
and soul.

I marvel that he would descend from his
throne divine

To rescue a soul so rebellious and proud as
mine,

That he should extend his great love unto
such as I,

Sufficient to own, to redeem, and to justify.

As I heard those words, I was all amazed. I
felt that despite my inadequacies and flaws, the
Lord blessed me to know that “in his strength I
can do all things”

The common feeling of inadequacy, weak-
ness, or even unworthiness is something with
which many of us sometimes struggle. I still
struggle with this; I felt it the day I was called. I
have felt it many times, and I still feel it right now
speaking to you. However, I have learned that I
am not alone with these feelings. In fact, there
are many accounts in the scriptures of those who
seem to have felt similar feelings. For example,
we remember Nephi as a faithful and valiant
servant of the Lord. At times, even he struggled
with feelings of unworthiness, weakness, and
inadequacy.

He said: “Notwithstanding the great good-
ness of the Lord, in showing me his great and
marvelous works, my heart exclaimeth: O
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Necekejme na to, az nastanou potize, nez se obrd-
time k Bohu. Necekejme s opravdovym pokdnim
az na konec smrtelného Zivota.

Svéd¢im o milujicim Nebeském Otci. Na
generalni konferenci v dubnu 2019, chvili poté,
co mi byla vyjadfena podpora v mé nové zod-
povédnosti sedmdesatnika — generalni autority,
sbor zazpival pisen ,,Jak nesmirnou laskou, ktera
se dotkla mého srdce i mé duse.

»Jak vzacné je, ze z trinu bozského sestoupil,

by dusi mou py$nou a vzpurnou sam vykou-
pil!

Ze lasku svou projevil takovym jako ja,

tu lasku, s niz spaseni ziskava duse ma.“

Kdyz jsem uslysel tato slova, byl jsem ohro-
men. Pocitil jsem, ze navzdory mym nedostat-
kéim a chybam mi Pan pozehnal poznanim, ze ,v
sile jeho mohu ¢initi vSechny véci®

Bézné pocity nedostate¢nosti, slabosti, ¢i
dokonce nehodnosti jsou néco, s ¢im obcas
zapoli mnozi z nas. Ja s tim zapolim stale; pocitil
jsem to v den, kdy jsem byl povolan. Pocitil jsem
to mnohokrat a citim se tak i ted, kdyz k vam
mluvim. Zjistil jsem v3ak, Ze nejsem sam, kdo ma
takové pocity. V pismech je mnoho pribéht téch,
ktefi se zfejmé citili podobné. Napriklad Nefiho
si pamatujeme jako vérného a udatného sluzeb-
nika Pané. Obcas i on zapolil s pocity nehodnos-
ti, slabosti a nedostatecnosti.

Rekl: ,,Nicméné pies velikou dobrotivost
Pané v tom, ze mi ukazal velika a podivuhodna
dila sva, srdce mé vola: O, jak bidny jsem ¢lovek!
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wretched man that I am! Yea, my heart sorroweth
because of my flesh; my soul grieveth because of
mine iniquities.”

The Prophet Joseph Smith spoke of often
feeling “condemned,” in his youth, “for [his]
weakness and imperfections”But Joseph’s feel-
ings of inadequacy and worry were part of what
led him to ponder, study, learn, and pray. As you
may remember, he went to pray in the grove near
his home to find truth, peace, and forgiveness.
He heard the Lord say: “Joseph, my son, thy sins
are forgiven thee. Go thy way, walk in my stat-
utes, and keep my commandments. Behold, I am
the Lord of Glory. I was crucified for the world
that all those who believe on my name may have
eternal life”

Joseph's sincere desire to repent and seek the
salvation of his soul helped him come to Jesus
Christ and receive forgiveness of his sins. This
continuous effort opened the door to the con-
tinuing Restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

This remarkable experience of the Prophet
Joseph Smith illustrates how feelings of weakness
and inadequacy can help us recognize our fallen
nature. If we are humble, this will help us come
to recognize our dependence upon Jesus Christ
and stir within our hearts a sincere desire to turn
to the Savior and repent of our sins.

My friends, repentance is joy!Sweet repen-
tance is part of a daily process through which,
“line upon line, precept upon precept,’the Lord
teaches us to live a life centered in His teachings.
Like Joseph and Nephi, we can “cry unto [God]
for mercys; for he is mighty to save”He can fulfill
any righteous desire or longing and can heal any
wound in our lives.

In the Book of Mormon: Another Testament
of Jesus Christ, you and I can find countless ac-
counts of individuals who learned how to come
unto Christ through sincere repentance.

I'd like to share with you an example of the
tender mercies of the Lord through an experi-
ence that occurred in my beloved home island of
Puerto Rico.

It was in my hometown of Ponce that a sister
in the Church, Célia Cruz Ayala, decided that she
was going to give a Book of Mormon to a friend.
She wrapped it and went to deliver this gift, more
precious to her than diamonds or rubies, she
said.On her way, a thief approached her, grabbed
her purse, and ran away with the special gift
inside.
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Ano, srdce mé se souzi pro télo mé; duse ma se

7«

rmouti pro nepravosti mé.

Prorok Joseph Smith mluvil o tom, jak se v
mladi ¢asto citil ,,pro své slabosti a nedokonalosti
odsouzen® Ale Josephovy pocity nedostatecnosti
a obavy byly soucasti toho, co ho vedlo k premi-
tani, studiu, uceni se a modlitbé. Jak si mozna
vzpominate, odesel se modlit do lesika pobliz
svého domova, aby nasel pravdu, pokoj a od-
pusténi. A uslysel Pana fici: ,,Josephe, synu mj,
hrichy tvé jsou ti odpustény. Jdi cestou svou, kra-
¢ej v ustanovenich mych a dodrzuj prikazani ma.
Viz, ja jsem Pan slavy. Byl jsem ukfizovan pro
svét, aby vsichni ti, kdo véfi v mé jméno, mohli
mit zivot vé¢ny.“

Josephova uptimna touha ¢init pokani a
usilovat o spaseni své duse mu pomobhla prijit k
Jezisi Kristu a obdrzet odpusténi hticht. Toto vy-
trvalé usili otevielo dvefe pokracujicimu procesu
Znovuziizeni evangelia Jezise Krista.

Tento pozoruhodny zazitek Proroka Jose-
pha Smitha doklada, jak nam pocity slabosti a
nedostatecnosti mohou pomoci rozpoznat nasi
padlou pfirozenost. Budeme-li pokorni, pomtize
nam to uvédomit si svou zavislost na Jezisi Kristu
a probudit ve svém srdci uptfimnou touhu obratit
se ke Spasiteli a ¢init pokani z hficha.

Pratelé, pokani je radost!Prijemné pokani je
soucasti kazdodenniho procesu, diky némuz nas
Pan ,fadku za radkou, predpis za predpisem“uci
vést zivot soustfedény v Jeho uceni. Stejné jako
Joseph a Nefi mizeme i my volat ,,k [Bohu] o
milosrdenstvi; nebot on je mocny, aby spasil“Do-
kaze splnit jakoukoli spravedlivou touhu ¢i prani
a miiZze uzdravit jakoukoli ranu v naSem Zivot¢.

V Knize Mormonové - dal$im svédectvi o
Jezisi Kristu muzete vy i ja najit bezpocet pribéhi
jednotlivct, ktefi zjistili, jak prijit k Jezisi Kristu
prostfednictvim upfimného pokani.

Rad bych se podélil o priklad laskyplnych
milosrdenstvi Pané prostfednictvim zazitku z
mého milovaného rodného Portorika.

V mém rodném meésté Ponce se jista sestra v
Cirkvi, Célia Cruz Ayalaova, rozhodla dat jedné
své pritelkyni Knihu Mormonovu. Zabalila ji a
vydala se dorucit tento darek, ktery byl pro ni
vzacnéjsi nez diamanty ¢i rubiny, jak fekla.Ces-
tou se k ni pfichomytl zlodé¢j, sebral ji kabelku a
utekl pry¢ i s onim darkem, ktery v ni méla.
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When she told this story at church, her
friend said, “Who knows? Maybe this was your
opportunity to share the gospel!”

Well, a few days later, do you know what
happened? Célia received a letter. I hold that
letter, which Célia sharedwith me, in my hand
today. It says:

“Mrs. Cruz:

“Forgive me, forgive me. You will never know
how sorry I am for attacking you. But because
of it, my life has changed and will continue to
change.

“That book [the Book of Mormon] has
helped me in my life. The dream of that man of
God has shaken me. ... I am returning your five
[dollars,] for I can’t spend them. I want you to
know that you seemed to have a radiance about
you. That light seemed to stop me [from harming
you, so] I ran away instead.

“I want you to know that you will see me
again, but when you do, you won't recognize me,
for I will be your brother. ... Here, where I live,

I have to find the Lord and go to the church you
belong to.

“The message you wrote in that book
brought tears to my eyes. Since Wednesday night
I have not been able to stop reading it. I have
prayed and asked God to forgive me [and] I ask
you to forgive me. ... I thought your wrapped gift
was something I could sell. [Instead,] it has made
me want to [change] my life. ... Forgive me, for-
give me, I beg you.

“Your absent friend.”

Brothers and sisters, the light of the Savior
can reach us all, no matter our circumstances.

“It is not possible for you to sink lower than the
infinite light of Christ’s Atonement shines,” said
President Jeffrey R. Holland.

As for the unintended recipient of Célia’s
gift, the Book of Mormon, this brother went on
to witness more of the Lord’s mercy. Although it
took time for this brother to forgive himself, he
found joy in repentance. What a miracle! One
faithful sister, one Book of Mormon, sincere re-
pentance, and the Savior’s power led to the enjoy-
ment of the fulness of blessings of the gospel and
sacred covenants in the house of the Lord.Other
family members followed and accepted sacred
responsibilities in the Lord’s vineyard, including
full-time missionary service.

As we come unto Jesus Christ, our path of
sincere repentance will eventually lead us to the
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Kdy?z tento pribéh vypravéla na shromazdéni,
jeji kamaradka rekla: ,,Kdo vi? Ttreba to byla tvoje
prilezitost podélit se o evangelium!“

A vite, co se stalo o nékolik dni pozdéji? Cé-
lia dostala dopis. Tento dopis, o ktery se se mnou
podélila, drzim dnes v ruce. PiSe se v ném:

»Pani Cruzova,

odpustte mi, odpustte mi. Ani nevite, jak
moc je mi lito, Ze jsem vas napadl. Ale diky tomu
se mi zménil zivot a bude se ménit dal.

Ta kniha [Kniha Mormonova] mi v zZivoté
pomaha. Sen toho muze Boziho mnou otrasl. ...
Vracim vam vasich pét [dolard,] protoze je ne-
muzu utratit. Chci, abyste védéla, Ze mi pripada-
lo, Ze z vas néco vyzatuje. Pfipadalo mi, Ze mi to
svétlo nedovolilo [vam ubliZit, takze] jsem radsi
utekl.

Chci, abyste védéla, ze mé znovu uvidite, ale
az se tak stane, nepozndte mé, protoze budu vas
bratr. ... Tady, kde bydlim, musim najit Pana a
vstoupit do cirkve, ke které pattite.

Vzkaz, ktery jste do té knihy napsala, mi
vehnal slzy do o¢i. Od stfedecniho vecera ji ne-
dokazu prestat ¢ist. Modlil jsem se a prosil Boha,
aby mi odpustil, [a] o odpusténi prosim i vas. ...
Myslel jsem si, Ze ten zabaleny darek budu moct
prodat. [Misto toho] ale chci diky nému [zmé-
nit] svj zivot. ... Moc vas prosim, odpustte mi,
odpustte mi.

Vas neznamy pritel.“

Bratfi a sestry, svétlo Spasitele mtize dosah-
nout ke kazdému z nés, bez ohledu na nasi situa-
ci. ,Neni mozné, abyste se propadli nize, nez kam
dosdhne nekonec¢né svétlo Kristova Usmireni,
fekl president Jeftrey R. Holland.

Pokud jde o nezamysleného prijemce Céliina
daru, Knihy Mormonovy, byl tento bratr svéd-
kem dalsiho Panova milosrdenstvi. I kdyz mu
chvili trvalo, nez si odpustil, nalezl v pokani
radost. Byl to zazrak! Jedna vérna sestra, jedna
Kniha Mormonova, upfimné pokani a Spasi-
telova moc vedly k ziskani plnosti pozehnani
evangelia a k posvatnym smlouvam v domé Pané.
Nasledovali dalsi ¢lenové rodiny, ktefi pfijali
posvatné zodpovédnosti na Panové vinici, véetné
misionarské sluzby na plny avazek.

Kdyz prichazime k Jezisi Kristu, nase cesta
uprfimného pokani nas nakonec privede do Spa-
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Savior’s holy temple.

What a righteous motive to strive to be
clean—to be worthy of the fulness of the bless-
ings made possible by our Heavenly Father
and His Son through sacred temple covenants!
Serving regularly in the house of the Lord and
striving to keep the sacred covenants we make
there will increase both our desire and our ability
to experience the change of heart, might, mind,
and soul necessary for us to become more like
our Savior. President Russell M. Nelson has tes-
tified: “Nothing will open the heavensmore[than
worshipping in the temple]. Nothing!”

My dear friends, do you feel inadequate? Do
you feel unworthy? Are you second-guessing
yourself? Perhaps you might worry and ask: Do I
measure up? Is it too late for me? Why do I keep
failing when I am trying my absolute best?

Brothers and sisters, surely we will make
mistakes in our lives along the way. But please
remember that, as Elder Gerrit W. Gong has
taught: “Our Savior’s Atonement is infinite and
eternal. Each of us strays and falls short. We may,
for a time, lose our way. God lovingly assures us
[that] no matter where we are or what we have
done, there is no point of no return. He waits
ready to embrace us”

As my dear wife, Cari Lu, has also taught me,
we all need to repent, rewind, and reset the time
to “zero oclock” every single day.

Obstacles will come. Let us not wait for
things to get hard before turning to God. Let us
not wait until the end of our mortal lives to truly
repent. Instead, let us now, no matter which part
of the covenant path we are on, focus on the re-
demptive power of Jesus Christ and on Heavenly
Father’s desire for us to return to Him.

The Lord’s house, His holy scriptures, His
holy prophets and apostles inspire us to strive
towards personal holiness through the doctrine
of Christ.

And Nephi said: “And now, behold, my be-
loved brethren, this is the way; and there is none
other way nor name given under heaven whereby
man [and woman] can be saved in the kingdom
of God. And now, behold, this is the doctrine
of Christ, and the only and true doctrine of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

Our process of “at-one-ment” with God may
feel challenging. But you and I can pause, be still,
look to the Savior, and seek to find and act on
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sitelova svatého chramu.

Jak spravedlivou pohnutkou je snaha byt
¢istymi - byt hodni plnosti pozehnani, jez nam
Nebesky Otec a Jeho Syn umoznuji obdrzet
prostiednictvim posvatnych chramovych smluv!
Pravidelna sluzba v domé Pané a snaha dodr-
zovat posvatné smlouvy, které tam uzavirame,
prohloubi nasi touhu i schopnost prozit zménu
srdce, moci, mysli a duse, ktera je nezbytna k
tomu, abychom se stali vice takovymi, jako je
nas Spasitel. President Russell M. Nelson svédcil:
,»Nic neotevrevicenebesa [nez uctivani Boha v
chramu]. Nic!“

Drazi pratelé, trpite pocity nedostatecnosti?
Citite se nehodné? Pochybujete o sobé? Mozna si
délate starosti a ptate se: Jsem dostatecné dobry?
Neni pro mé prili§ pozdé? Pro¢ se mi stale neda-
i1, i kdyzZ se snazim ze v$ech sil?

Bratfi a sestry, v zivoté budeme zcela jisté dé-
lat chyby. Pamatujte vSak prosim na to, ze jak ucil
stars$i Gerrit W. Gong, ,,Usmireni naseho Spasi-
tele je nekonecné a vé¢né. Kazdy z nds schazi na
scesti a klopyta. Na ¢as mlizeme i ztratit cestu.
Biih nas vsak laskyplné ujistuje, ze bez ohledu
na to, kde se nachdzime nebo co jsme udélali,
neexistuje bod bez moznosti navratu. Bih na nas
¢eka a je pripraven nas obejmout.”

Jak mé rovnéz naucila méa drahd zena Cari
Lu, vichni potfebujeme kazdicky den ¢init poka-
ni, néco zménit a ,,nastavit ¢as znovu na nulu®

Prekazky budou pfichazet. Necekejme na
to, aZ nastanou potize, nez se obratime k Bohu.
Necekejme s opravdovym pokanim az na konec
smrtelného Zivota. Misto toho se jiz nyni, bez
ohledu na to, kde se na cesté smlouvy nachazi-
me, zaméfujme na vykupujici moc Jezide Krista
a na prani Nebeského Otce, abychom se k Nému
vratili.

Péntiv dtim, Jeho svatd pisma, Jeho svati pro-
roci a apostolové nas inspiruji k tomu, abychom
usilovali o osobni svatost prostfednictvim nauky
Kristovy.

A Nefi fekl: ,,A nyni vizte, milovani bratfi
moji, toto je ta cesta; a neni dano zadné jiné cesty
ani zadného jiného jména pod nebem, jimz by
¢lovék mohl byti spasen v kralovstvi Bozim. A
nyni, vizte, toto je nauka Kristova a jedina a pra-
va nauka Otce i Syna i Ducha Svatého.”

Nas proces usmifovani se s Bohem ndm
mozna bude pfipadat naro¢ny. Vy i ja se ale
muzeme zastavit, ztisit, pohlédnout ke Spasiteli
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what Hewould have us change. If we do so with
tull intent, we will witness His healing. And think
of how our posterity will be blessed as we em-
brace the Lord’s gift of repentance!

The Master Potter, taught my dad, will mold
and refine us, which can be difficult. Nonetheless,
the Master Healer will also cleanse us. I have
experienced and continue to experience that
healing power. I testify that it comes through
faith in Jesus Christ and daily repentance.

Oh, it is wonderful that he should care for
me

Enough to die for me!

I testify of God’s love and of the infinite
power of His Son’s Atonement. We can feel it
profoundly as we sincerely and wholeheartedly
repent.

My friends, I am a witness of the glorious
Restoration of the gospel through the Prophet
Joseph Smith and the current divine guidance of
the Savior through His prophet and mouthpiece,
President Russell M. Nelson. I know Jesus Christ
lives and that He is the Master Healer of our
souls. I know and I testify that these things are
true, in the holy name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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a snazit se zjistit, co by si pral, abychom zménili,
a poté podle toho jednat. Budeme-li tak ¢init s
opravdovym zamérem, budeme svédky toho, ze
nas uzdravi. A pomyslete na to, jak bude pozeh-
nano nase potomstvo, kdyz prijmeme Pantv dar
pokani!

Mistr Hrn¢if, ucil mij tatinek, nas bude for-
movat a tfibit, coz pro nas muze byt tézké. Avsak
Mistr Lécitel nas také ocisti. Ja tuto uzdravujici
moc zazil a dal ji zazivam. Svéd¢im o tom, Ze
prichazi prostfednictvim viry v Jezie Krista a
kazdodenniho pokani.

0, je to nadherné, Ze mne tak miloval,

ze za mne zivot dal!“

Svéd¢im o Bozi lasce a nekone¢né moci
Usmifeni Jeho Syna. Oboji mizeme hluboce
pocitovat, kdyz upfimné a z celého srdce ¢inime
pokani.

Pratelé, jsem svédkem velkolepého Zno-
vuziizeni evangelia prostfednictvim Proroka Jo-
sepha Smitha a souc¢asného bozského Spasitelova
vedeni prostfednictvim Jeho proroka a mluv¢iho,
presidenta Russella M. Nelsona. Vim, Ze Jezi$
Kristus Zije a Ze je Mistrem Lécitelem nasi duse.
Vim, Ze toto je pravda, a svéd¢im o tom ve sva-
tém jménu JeziSe Krista, amen.
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