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As we remain bonded to the Lord, our lives will
naturally reflect His light, and we will become the
salt of the earth.

The Savior taught that when we are “called
unto [His] everlasting gospel, and covenant with
an everlasting covenant, [we] are accounted as
the salt of the earth”Salt is made of two ele-
ments bonded together. We can’t be salt on our
own; if we are to be salt of the earth, we must be
bonded to the Lord, and that is what I see as I
mingle with members of the Church around the
world—I see faithful members of the Church
bonded to the Lord, committed in their efforts to
serve others and be the salt of the earth.

Your unwavering dedication is a shining ex-
ample. Your service is appreciated and cherished.
Our youth have shown remarkable cour-

age and devotion. They have enthusiastically
embraced the work of family history, and their
frequent visits to the house of the Lord are a tes-
tament to their dedication. Their willingness to
devote time and energy to serve missions across
the globe reflects a deep and abiding faith. They
are not merely participating but leading the way
in becoming disciples bonded to Jesus Christ.
Their service radiates light and hope, touching
countless lives. To you, the youth of the Church,
we express our heartfelt thanks for your inspiring
service. You are not just the Church’s future but
its present. And you are indeed the salt of the
earth!

I love the Lord Jesus Christ and feel blessed
by the opportunity to serve alongside you in the
Lord’s Church. Our unity and strength, grounded
in our shared faith, reassure us that we are never
alone in this journey. Together, we can continue
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Kdyz ziistaneme spojeni s Pdnem, v nasem Zivoté
se bude ptirozené zrcadlit Jeho svétlo a my se sta-
neme soli zemé.

Spasitel u¢il, ze budeme-li ,,povolani k vécné-
mu evangeliu [Jeho] a [u¢inime-li] smlouvu skr-
ze vé¢nou smlouvou, [budeme] povazovani za stl
zeme“.Sul se sklada ze dvou vzijemné spojenych
prvki. NemuZzeme byt soli sami o sobé&; mame-li
byt soli zemé, musime byt spojeni s Panem, a
prave to vidim, kdyz se setkavam se ¢leny Cirkve
po celém svété — vidim vérné cleny Cirkve, ktefi
jsou spojeni s Panem a ktefi se oddané snazi
slouzit druhym a byt soli zemé.

Vase neochvéjna oddanost je toho zarnym
prikladem. Vasi sluzby si velmi vazime a cenime.
Nasi mladi muzi a mladé Zeny prokazuji

pozoruhodnou odvahu a oddanost. S nadSenim
se pustili do prace na rodinné historii a jejich
¢asté navitévy domu Pané jsou diikazem jejich
oddanosti. Jejich ochota vénovat cas a energii
sluzbé na misii po celém svété odrazi hlubokou a
trvalou viru. Do usili stat se u¢edniky spojenymi
s Jezisem Kristem se nejen zapojuji, ale také se v
ném ujimaji iniciativy. Z jejich sluzby vyzatuje
svétlo a nadéje, které se dotykaji bezpoctu zivoti.
Vam, mladé Zeny a mladi muzi, srde¢né dékuje-
me za vasi inspirativni sluzbu. Nepredstavujete
jen budoucnost Cirkve, ale i jeji pfitomnost. A
jste skute¢né soli zemé!

Miluji Pana Jezide Krista a citim se pozehnan
prilezitosti slouzit v Panové Cirkvi po vasem
boku. Nase jednota a sila, jez jsou zalozeny na
nasi spolecné vife, nas ujistuji, ze na této cesté
nejsme nikdy sami. Spole¢né mtizeme pokraco-
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to build the kingdom of God, rooted in service,
love, and unwavering faith.

When Jesus Christ taught by the Sea of
Galilee, He often used everyday elements famil-
iar to His audience to convey profound spiritual
truths. One such element was salt. Jesus declared,
“[You] are the salt of the earth,’a statement rich
in meaning and significance, especially for the
people of His time, who understood the multi-
faceted value of salt.

The ancient craft of salt harvesting in the Al-
garve, the southern region of my home country
of Portugal, dates back thousands of years to the
era of the Roman Empire. Remarkably, the meth-
ods used by the salt workers, known asmarnotos,
have changed little since then. These dedicated
artisans employ traditional techniques, perform-
ing their work entirely by hand, maintaining a
legacy that has endured through the centuries.

This ancient method harvests what is called
“flower of salt.” To fully appreciate the intricate
process of harvesting the flower of salt, it is es-
sential to understand the environment in which
it is produced. The Algarve’s coastal salt marshes
provide the ideal conditions for salt production.
Seawater is channeled into shallow ponds, known
as salt pans, where it is left to evaporate under the
intense sun. As the water evaporates, the flower
of salt forms delicate crystals on the surface of
the salt pans. These crystals are incredibly pure
and have a unique, crisp texture. Themarnot-
oscarefully skim the crystals from the water’s
surface using specialized tools, a process that
requires great skill and precision. In Portugal,
this fine-quality salt is referred to as “salt cream”
because it can be gently skimmed away like
cream rising to the top of milk. This delicate salt
is cherished for its purity and exceptional flavor,
making it a prized ingredient in culinary arts.

Just like themarnotosput forth great effort to
ensure they harvest the highest quality of salt, so
should we, as the Lord’s covenant people, always
do our very best so that our love and example
are, as much as possible, a pure reflection of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.

In the ancient world, salt was more than
just a seasoning—it was a vital preservative and
a symbol of purityand covenant. People knew
that salt was essential for preserving food and
enhancing flavor. They also understood the grave
implications of salt losing its saltiness, or savor,
by becoming contaminated or diluted.

Page2 — Not an official publication

vat v budovani kralovstvi Boziho zalozeného na
sluzbé, lasce a neochvéjné vire.

Kdyz Jezi§ Kristus ucil u Galilejského mote,
¢asto predaval hluboké duchovni pravdy pomoci
vSednich véci, které Jeho posluchaci dobfe znali.
Jednou z takovych véci byla i stil. Jezi$ prohla-
sil: ,Vy jste stl zemé,“coz byla slova, ktera méla
hluboky smysl a vyznam - zvlasté pro lidi v Jeho
dobg¢, ktefi rozuméli mnoha aspektim hodnoty
soli.

Starobylé remeslo vyroby soli v oblasti Algar-
ve na jihu mého rodného Portugalska je nékolik
tisic let staré a pochézi z doby Rimské fise. Je
pozoruhodné, zZe sbéraci soli nebolimarnotospo-
uzivaji metody, které se od té doby zménily jen
malo. Tito oddani femeslnici pouzivaji tradi¢ni
techniky, pfi nichZ svou praci vykonavaji vyhrad-
né ru¢né a tim udrzuji odkaz, ktery pretrval po
staleti.

Touto staroddvnou metodou se sbird takzva-
ny ,,solny kvét“. Abychom plné pochopili slozity
proces sbéru solného kvétu, je nezbytné porozu-
mét prostfedi, ve kterém se vyrabi. Pobfezni sla-
niska v Algarve poskytuji pro vyrobu soli idealni
podminky. Mofska voda je odvadéna do mélkych
jezirek, znamych jako solné panve, kde se diky
intenzivnimu slune¢nimu svitu nechava odpa-
fovat. Jak se voda odpartuje, na povrchu solnych
panvi se vytvari solny kvét v podobé jemnych
krystalkd. Tyto krystalky jsou neuvéftitelné cisté
a maji jedinecnou krehkou strukturu.Marno-
tospeclivé sbiraji tyto krystalky z vodni hladiny
pomoci specidlnich nastroju, coz je proces, ktery
vyzaduje velkou zrucnost a pfesnost. V Portugal-
sku se této jemné kvalitni soli fika ,,sland smeta-
na‘, protoze ji 1ze jemné sesbirat jako smetanu,
kterd stoupa na hladinu mléka. Tato jemna stll je
cenéna pro svou istotu a vyjimecnou chut, coz z
ni ¢ini cenénou prisadu v kulinarském uméni.

Stejné jakomarnotosvynakladaji veliké usili,
aby dokazali nasbirat stl té nejvyssi kvality,
mame i my, Pantv lid smlouvy, vzdy délat vse, co
je v nasich silach, aby nase laska a ptiklad byly co
mozna nejvice ¢istym odrazem naseho Spasitele
Jezise Krista.

V davnych dobach byla stil nécim vice
nez jen ochucovadlem - byla to velmi dilezita
konzervacni latka a symbol ¢istoty a smlouvy.
Lidé veédeli, ze stl je nezbytna pro konzervovani
potravin a zvyraznéni chuti. Také chapali zavazné
dasledky toho, kdyz stil ztrati svou slanost neboli
chut tim, Ze se znecisti nebo zfedi.
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Like salt can lose its essence, we can also lose
our spiritual vitality if our faith in Jesus Christ
becomes casual. We may look the same on the
outside, but without a strong inner faith, we lose
our ability to make a difference in the world and
bring out the best in those around us.

So how can we channel our energy and
efforts to make a difference and be the change the
world needs today? How can we preserve disci-
pleship and continue to be a positive influence?

The words of our dear prophet still echo
in my mind: “God wants us to work together
and help each other. That is why He sends us to
earth in families and organizes us into wards
and stakes. That is why He asks us to serve and
minister to each other. That is why He asks us to
liveinthe world but not beofthe world”

When our lives are filled with purpose and
service, we avoid spiritual apathy; on the other
hand, when our lives are deprived of divine pur-
pose, meaningful service to others, and sacred
opportunities for pondering and reflection, we
gradually become suffocated by our own activity
and self-interest, risking losing our savor. The
antidote to this is to continue to be involved in
service—being anxiously engaged in good works
and the betterment of ourselves and the society
we live in.

My dear brothers and sisters, what a bless-
ing we all have today to belong to the Church of
Jesus Christ and have the opportunity to serve in
His Church. Our circumstances may vary, but we
all can make a difference.

Remember themarnotos, the salt workers;
they use simple tools to harvest the best crystals,
the best salt! We too can do simple things that,
with consistent efforts in small and meaningful
acts, can deepen our discipleship and commit-
ment to Jesus Christ. Here are four simple yet
profound ways we can strive to be the salt of the
earth:

Keeping the house of the Lord at the center
of our devotion. Now that temples are closer than
ever before, prioritizing regular worship in the
house of the Lord will help us focus on what mat-
ters most and keep our lives centered in Christ.
In the temple, we find the heart of our faith in
Jesus Christ and the soul of our devotion to Him.

Being deliberate in our efforts to strength-
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Stejné jako stil miize ztratit svou esenci, mii-
zeme i my ztratit svou duchovni vitalitu, jestlize
se nase vira v Jezise Krista stane ledabylou. Nave-
nek mizeme vypadat stejné, ale bez silné vnitfni
viry ztracime schopnost ménit svét k lepsimu a
probouzet v lidech kolem sebe to nejlepsi.

Jak tedy miizeme nasmérovat svou energii a
usili k tomu, abychom byli uzite¢ni a byli zmé-
nou, kterou dnesni svét potiebuje? Jak si muze-
me uchovat ucednictvi a mit i nadéle na druhé
pozitivni vliv?

V mysli mi stéle rezonuji slova naseho dra-
hého proroka: ,,Bih si pfeje, abychom spolupra-
covali a navzajem si pomahali. Pravé proto nas
posila na zemi v rodinach a organizuje nas do
sborti a kil Pravé proto nas zada, abychom si
vzajemne slouzili a navzajem o sebe pecovali pri
pastyfské sluzbé. Pravé proto nas zadd, abychom
zilivesvété, ale nebylizesvéta.

Kdyz na$ zivot naplnuje smysl a sluzba, vy-
hybame se duchovni apatii; na druhé strané, kdyz
je nas zivot zbaven bozského ucelu, smysluplné
sluzby druhym a posvatnych prilezitosti k pfemi-
tani a zamysleni se, postupné se dusime vlastni
aktivitou a vlastnimi zajmy, a tim riskujeme, Ze
ztratime i svou chut. Protilékem na to je nadale
se zapojovat do sluzby - byt horlivé zameéstnani
dobrymi skutky a zdokonalovanim sebe samych i
spole¢nosti, ve které Zijeme.

Drazi bratfi a sestry, to, ze dnes patfime k
Cirkvi Jezise Krista a mame prilezitost v Jeho
Cirkvi slouzit, je pro nas vsechny velikym pozeh-
nanim. Nase situace se miize lisit, ale kazdy z nas
muze ménit svét k lepsimu.

Vzpomente si namarnotos— sbérace soli;
pouzivaji jednoduché nastroje ke sbéru téch
nejlepsich krystalk, té nejlepsi soli! I my muze-
me konat jednoduché véci, které spolu s vytrva-
lym usilim o malé a smysluplné skutky mohou
prohloubit nase ucednictvi a nasi oddanost Jezisi
Kristu. Zde jsou Ctyfi prosté, ale vyznamné zpu-
soby, jak se mizeme snazit byt soli zemé:

Dbejme na to, aby ustfednim bodem nasi
oddanosti Bohu byl vzdy dim Pané. Nyni kdyz
mame chramy bliZe nez kdy dfive, nam upred-
nostnovani pravidelného uctivani v domé Pané
pomiiZe soustredit se na to, na ¢em zalezi nejvi-
ce, a zaméfovat se v zivoté na Krista. V chramu
nachazime jadro své viry v Jezise Krista a hybnou
silu své oddanosti Jemu.

Védomé se snazme posilovat druhé tim, ze
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en others by living the gospel together. We can
strengthen our families through consistent and
intentional efforts to bring gospel principles into
our lives and to our homes.

Being willing to accept a calling and serving
in the Church. Service in our local congrega-
tions allows us to support one another and grow
together. While serving is not always convenient,
it is always rewarding.

And finally, using digital communication
tools with purpose. Today, digital communica-
tion tools allow us to connect as never before.
Like most of you, I use these tools to connect
with brothers and sisters in the Church and with
my family and friends. As I connect with them, I
feel closer to them; we can minister to each other
in times of need when we cannot be physically
present. These tools are undoubtedly a blessing,
yet these very same tools can drag us away from
the depth of meaningful interactions and even-
tually cause us to be pulled into habits that waste
our time in less purposeful activities. Striving to
be the salt of the earth includes so much more
than an endless scrolling of reels on a six-inch
(15 cm) screen.

As we keep the house of the Lord central
in our lives, intentionally strengthen others by
living the gospel, accept callings to serve, and use
digital tools with purpose, we can preserve our
spiritual vitality. Just as salt in its purest form has
the power to enhance and preserve, so too does
our faith in Jesus Christ when it is nourished and
protected by our dedication to Christlike service
and love.

As we remain bonded to the Lord, our
lives will naturally reflect His light, and we will
become the salt of the earth. In this effort, we
not only enrich our lives but also strengthen our
families and our communities. May we strive to
maintain this bond with the Lord, never lose our
savor, and be the small, little crystal of salt that
the Lord wants us to be. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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budeme spole¢né zit podle evangelia. Svou rodi-
nu miizeme posilovat tim, Ze se budeme dusled-
né a védomé snazit vnaset zasady evangelia do
svého zivota a do svého domova.

Budme ochotni prijimat povolani a slouzit
v Cirkvi. Sluzba v nasich mistnich kongregacich
nam umoznuje navzdjem se podporovat a spolec-
né rust. Ackoli sluzba neni vzdy néco pohodlné-
ho ¢i prthodného, je vzdy obohacujici.

A konecné, pouzivejme nastroje elektronic-
ké komunikace uzitecné. Nastroje elektronické
komunikace nam dnes umoznuji byt ve spojeni s
druhymi jako nikdy dfive. Tak jako vétsina z vas
pouzivam i ja tyto nastroje k tomu, abych byl ve
spojeni s bratry a sestrami v Cirkvi a s rodinou a
prateli. Kdyz se s nimi takto spojuji, citim se jim
blize; mizeme si navzajem slouzit v dobé, kdy je
to zapotfebi a kdy spolu nemuzeme byt fyzicky.
Tyto nastroje jsou bezesporu pozehnanim, presto
nas viak tytéZ nastroje mohou odvadét od hloub-
ky smysluplného kontaktu s druhymi a nakonec
nas vtahnout do navyk, kterymi marnime cas
pfi méné uzitecnych ¢innostech. Snaha byt soli
zemé zahrnuje mnohem vice nez jen nekonec-
né prochazeni kratkych videi na Sestipalcovém
displeji.

Kdyz budeme dbat na to, aby byl tstfednim
bodem naseho Zivota dim Pan¢, kdyz budeme
védomeé posilovat druhé svym Zivotem podle
evangelia, kdyZ budeme pfijimat povolani ke
sluzbé a kdyz budeme uzitecné pouzivat elek-
tronické nastroje, budeme schopni si uchovat
duchovni vitalitu. Tak jako ma sil ve své nejcistsi
formé moc zkvalitnovat a uchovavat, ma stejnou
moc i nase vira v Jezi$e Krista, pokud ji vyzivu-
jeme a ochranujeme svou oddanosti krestanské
sluzbé a lasce.

Kdyz zistaneme spojeni s Panem, v nasem
zivoté se bude prirozené zrcadlit Jeho svétlo a my
se staneme soli zemé. Timto usilim nejen Ze obo-
hacujeme vlastni Zivot, ale také posilujeme svou
rodinu a své okoli. KéZ se snazime toto pouto s
Panem uchovavat, nikdy neztratit svou chut a byt
onim malym krystalkem soli, kterym si Pan pre-
je, abychom byli. Ve jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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