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May we bury—very, very deep—any element of
rebellion against God in our lives and replace it
with a willing heart and a willing mind.

The Book of Mormon records that approx-
imately 90 years before the birth of Christ, the
sons of King Mosiah began what would be a
14-year mission to the Lamanites. Unsuccessful
efforts had been made over many generations
to bring the Lamanite people to a belief in the
doctrine of Christ.This time, however, through
the miraculous interventions of the Holy Spirit,
thousands of the Lamanites were converted and
became disciples of Jesus Christ.

We read, “And as sure as the Lord liveth,
so sure as many as believed, or as many as were
brought to the knowledge of the truth, through
the preaching of Ammon and his brethren, ac-
cording to the spirit of revelation and of proph-
ecy, and the power of God working miracles in
them—yea, I say unto you, as the Lord liveth,
as many of the Lamanites as believed in their
preaching, and were converted unto the Lord,
never did fall away”

The key to the enduring conversion of this
people is stated in the next verse: “For they
became a righteous people; they did lay down
the weapons of their rebellion, that they did not
fight against God any more, neither against any
of their brethren.”

This reference to “weapons of rebellion” was
both literal and figurative. It meant their swords
and other weapons of war but also their disobe-
dience to God and His commandments.

The king of these converted Lamanites
expressed it this way: “And now behold, my
brethren, ... it has been all that we could do ...
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Kéz ve svém Zivoté pohibime - a to velmi hluboko
- jakykoli prvek vzpoury proti Bohu a nahradime
ho ochotnym srdcem a ochotnou mysli.

V Knize Mormonoveé se pise, ze priblizné 90
let pfed narozenim Krista se synové krale Mosi-
ase vydali na ¢trndctiletou misii k Lamanittim.
Po mnoho generaci bylo vyvijeno netspésné usili
privést lid Lamanitd k vite v nauku Kristovu.
Tentokrat se v8ak diky zazra¢nym zasahtim Sva-
tého Ducha obratily tisice Lamanitt, ktefi se stali
ucedniky JeziSe Krista.

Cteme zde: , A tak jisté, jakoZe Zije Pan, tak
jisté tolik, kolik uvérilo, neboli tolik, kolik bylo
ptivedeno k poznani pravdy kazanim Ammona
a jeho bratfi podle ducha zjeveni a proroctvi a
moci Bozi ptisobici skrze né zazraky - ano, pra-
vim vam, jakoze Zije Pan, tolik Lamanitd, kolik
uvéfilo v jejich kazani a bylo obraceno k Panu,
nikdy neodpadlo.”

Kli¢ k trvalému obraceni tohoto lidu je uve-
den v dal$im versi: ,Nebot se stali spravedlivym
lidem; slozili zbrané své vzpoury, takze jiz nikdy
vice proti Bohu nebojovali, ani proti zadnému ze

v.7 «

svych bratfi.

Tato zminka o zbranich vzpoury byla jak do-
slovna, tak symbolickd. Znamenala jejich mece a
dalsi vale¢né zbrang, ale také jejich neposlusnost
vici Bohu a Jeho prikazanim.

Kral téchto obracenych Lamaniti to vyjad-
fil takto: ,,A nyni vizte, bratfi moji, ... to je vse,
co jsme mohli uciniti..., ¢initi pokani ze vech
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to repent of all our sins and the many murders
which we have committed, and to get Godto

take them away from our hearts, for it was all we
could do to repent sufficiently before God that he
wouldtake away our stain”

Note the king’s words—not only had their
sincere repentance led to forgiveness of their
sins, but God also took away the stain of those
sins and even the desire to sin from their hearts.
As you know, rather than risk any possible return
to their prior state of rebellion against God, they
buried their swords. And as they buried their
physical weapons, with changed hearts, they also
buried their disposition to sin.

We might ask ourselves what we could do to
follow this pattern, to “lay down the weapons of
[our] rebellion,” whatever they may be, and be-
come so “converted [to] the Lord” that the stain
of sin and the desire for sin are taken from our
hearts and we never will fall away.

Rebellion can be active or passive. The classic
example of willful rebellion is Lucifer, who, in the
premortal world, opposed the Father’s plan of re-
demption and rallied others to oppose it as well,
“and, at that day, many followed after him"It is
not hard to discern the impact of his continuing
rebellion in our own time.

The Book of Mormon’s unholy trio of an-
ti-Christs—Sherem, Nehor, and Korihor—pro-
vide a classic study of active rebellion against
God. The overarching thesis of Nehor and
Korihor was that there is no sin; therefore, there
is no need for repentance, and there is no Savior.
“Every man prosper([s] according to his genius,
and ... every man conquer|s] according to his
strength; and whatsoever a man [does is] no
crime.” The anti-Christ rejects religious author-
ity, characterizing ordinances and covenants as
performances “laid down by ancient priests, to
usurp power and authority”

A latter-day example of willful rebellion
with a happier ending is the story of William W.
Phelps. Phelps joined the Church in 1831 and
was appointed Church printer. He edited sever-
al early Church publications, wrote numerous
hymns, and served as a scribe to Joseph Smith.
Unfortunately, he turned against the Church and
the Prophet, even to the point of giving false tes-
timony against Joseph Smith in a Missouri court,
which contributed to the Prophet’s imprisonment
there.
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svych hficht a mnohych vrazd, jez jsme spachali,
a pohnouti Boha,aby je vynal z nadeho srdce, ne-
bot to bylo vse, co jsme mohli uciniti, ¢initi pred
Bohem dostate¢né pokani, abysnal poskvrnéni
nase.”

Vsimneéte si kralovych slov - nejen ze jejich
uprimné pokani vedlo k odpusténi hticht, ale
Buh také snal z jejich srdce poskvrnéni od téchto
hrichd, a dokonce i touhu hresit. Jak vite, nez aby
riskovali jakykoli mozny navrat ke svému pred-
chozimu stavu vzpoury proti Bohu, tak své mece
pohrbili. A kdyz pohibili své fyzické zbrané, s
proménénym srdcem pohrbili i sviij sklon hresit.

Mohli bychom se sami sebe zeptat, co
bychom mohli délat pro to, abychom se timto
vzorem fidili, abychom ,,slozili zbrané své vzpou-
ry*, at je jimi cokoli, a stali se natolik ,,[obraceny-
mi] k Panu® Ze z naseho srdce bude odstranéno
poskvrnéni od hfichu a touha hfesit, a my nikdy
neodpadneme.

Vzpoura miize byt aktivni, ¢i pasivni. Klasic-
kym prikladem védomé vzpoury je Lucifer, ktery
se v predsmrtelném svété postavil proti Otcovu
planu vykoupeni a shromazdil druhé, aby se proti
nému postavili také, ,a onoho dne ho nasledo-
vali mnozi“Neni tézké rozpoznavat dopad jeho
pokracujici vzpoury v nasi dobé.

Klasickym pripadem aktivni vzpoury proti
Bohu je bezbozna trojice antikristt v Knize Mor-
monové — Serema, Nehora a Korihora. Hlavnim
tématem Nehora a Korihora bylo to, Ze Zadny
hrich neexistuje; a proto neni zapotiebi pokani
a neni zddného Spasitele. ,Kazdému clovéku se
dafi podle nadani jeho, a... kazdy ¢lovék ziskava
podle sily své; a at ¢clovék ucini cokoli, neni to
zlo¢inem.“Antikrist odmita nabozenskou autori-
tu a obrady a smlouvy charakterizuje jako ukony
stanovené ,,davnymi knézimi, aby nad [lidmi]
uchvatili moc a pravomoc®.

Ptikladem védomé vzpoury se $tastnéjsim
koncem z této doby poslednich dnti je pribéh
Williama W. Phelpse. Phelps vstoupil do Cirkve
v roce 1831 a byl povéfen, aby byl cirkevnim
tiskafem. Redigoval nékolik prvnich cirkevnich
publikaci, napsal fadu nabozenskych pisni a
slouzil jako pisar pro Josepha Smitha. Nanestésti
se obritil proti Cirkvi a proti Prorokovi, a to az
do té miry, ze u soudu v Missouri proti Josephu
Smithovi ktivé svéd¢il, coz prispélo k tomu, ze
tam byl Prorok uvéznén.
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Later, Phelps wrote to Joseph asking for
forgiveness. “I know my situation, you know it,
and God knows it, andI want to be saved if my
friends will help me”

In his reply the Prophet stated: “It is true that
we have suffered much in consequence of your
behavior. ... However, the cup has been drunk,
the will of our Heavenly Father has been done,
and we are yet alive. ... Come on, dear broth-
er, since the war is past, for friends at first are
friends again at last”

With sincere repentance, William Phelps
buried his “weapons of rebellion” and was re-
ceived once more in full fellowship, never again
to fall away.

Perhaps the more insidious form of rebellion
against God, however, is the passive version—ig-
noring His will in our lives. Many who would
never consider active rebellion may still oppose
the will and word of God by pursuing their own
path without regard to divine direction. I am
reminded of the song made famous years ago
by singer Frank Sinatra with the climactic line
“I did it my way.” Certainly in life there is plenty
of room for personal preference and individual
choice, but when it comes to matters of salvation
and eternal life, our theme song ought to be “I
did it God’s way;” because truly there is no other
way.

Take, for instance, the Savior’s example
regarding baptism. He submitted to baptism as a
demonstration of loyalty to the Father and as an
example to us:

“He showeth unto the children of men that,
according to the flesh he humbleth himself
before the Father, and witnesseth unto the Father
that he would be obedient unto him in keeping
his commandments. ...

“And he said unto the children of men: Fol-
low thou me. Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
can we follow Jesus save we shall be willing to
keep the commandments of the Father?”

There is no “my way” if we are to follow
Christ’s example. Trying to find a different course
to heaven is like the futility of working on the
Tower of Babel rather than looking to Christ and
His salvation.

The swords and other weapons that the La-
manite converts buried were weapons of rebel-
lion because of how they had used them. Those
same kinds of weapons in the hands of their sons,
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Pozdg¢ji napsal Phelps Josephovi dopis, v
némz ho zadal o odpusténi. ,,Znam svou situaci,
ty ji znd$, Bih ji zna, a ja chci byt spasen, pokud
mij pratelé pomohou.”

Prorok ve své odpovédi uvedl: ,,Je pravda, ze
jsme v disledku tvého chovani mnohé vytrpéli.
... Avsak kalich byl vypit, viile naseho Nebeské-
ho Otce byla vykonana a my jsme stale nazivu.
... Pojd, drahy bratfe, nebot vélka je jiz za nami,
protoze ptivodni pratelé jsou nakonec znovu
prateli.”

William Phelps diky upfimnému pokani
pohrbil zbrané své vzpoury, byl znovu pfijat do
plného clenstvi a jiz nikdy neodpadl.

Mozna zakefnéjsi podobou vzpoury proti
Bohu je vsak jeji pasivni verze — ignorovani Jeho
vile v nasem Zivoté. Mnozi, ktefi by na aktivni
vzpouru nikdy nepomysleli, se mohou presto
stavét proti viili a slovu Bozimu tim, Ze jdou
svou vlastni cestou bez ohledu na bozské vedeni.
Pfipomina mi to pisen, kterou pred lety proslavil
zpévak Frank Sinatra onémi charakteristicky-
mi slovy ,,I did it my way* [,,Udélal jsem to po
svém"“]. Samozfejmé, Ze v Zivoté existuje spousta
prostoru pro osobni preference a osobni volbu,
ale kdyz dojde na zalezitosti spaseni a vé¢ného
zivota, nasi ustfedni pisni maji byt slova ,,Udélal
jsem to po zplisobu Bozim®, protoze ve skutec-
nosti zadny jiny zptisob neexistuje.

Vezméte si napriklad Spasiteltv priklad ty-
kajici se kitu. To, ze se Spasitel kitu podrobil, byl
projev oddanosti vici Otci a priklad pro nas:

»Ukazuje détem lidskym, ze se podle téla
pokotuje pred Otcem a dosvédcuje Otci, Ze bude
poslusné zachovavati prikazani jeho. ...

A pravil détem lidskym: Nasledujte mne.
Procez, milovani bratfi moji, mtizeme nasledo-
vati JeziSe, pokud nebudeme ochotni zachovévati
prikazani Otcova?“

Maéme-li nasledovat Kristtv priklad, neexis-
tuje zadné ,,po svém". Pokouset se hledat jinou
cestu do nebe se podoba marnosti prace na
babylonské vézi misto toho, abychom hledéli ke
Kristu a k Jeho spaseni.

Mece a dal$i zbrané, které obrdceni Lamanité
pohrbili, byly zbranémi vzpoury kvuli tomu, jak
je pouzivali. Tytéz zbrané v rukou jejich synf,
kdyz je pouzili na obranu rodiny a svobody,
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being used in defense of family and freedom,
were not weapons of rebellion against God at

all. The same was true of such weapons in the
hands of the Nephites: “They were not fighting
for monarchy nor power but ... were fighting for
their homes and their liberties, their wives and
their children, and their all, yea, for their rites of
worship and their church?”

In this same way, there are things in our lives
that may be neutral or even inherently good but
that used in the wrong way become “weapons of
rebellion.” Our speech, for example, can edify or
demean. As James said:

“But the tongue [it seems] can no man tame;
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

“Therewith bless we God, even the Father;
and therewith curse we men, which are made
after the similitude of God.

“Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing
and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not
so to be”

There is much in public and personal dis-
course today that is malicious and mean-spirited.
There is much conversation that is vulgar and
profane, even among youth. This sort of speech
is a “weapon of rebellion” against God, “full of
deadly poison?”

Consider another example of something
that is essentially good but that could be turned
against divine directives—a person’s career. One
can find real satisfaction in a profession, voca-
tion, or service, and all of us are benefited by
what devoted and talented people in many fields
of endeavor have accomplished and created.

Still, it is possible that devotion to career
can become the paramount focus of one’s life.
Then all else becomes secondary, including any
claim the Savior may make on one’s time and
talent. For men, and for women as well, forgoing
legitimate opportunities for marriage, failing to
cleave to and lift one’s spouse, failing to nurture
one’s children, or even intentionally avoiding the
blessing and responsibility of child-rearing solely
for the sake of career advancement can convert
laudable achievement into a form of rebellion.

Another example concerns our physical
being. Paul reminds us that we are to glorify
God in both body and spiritand that this body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost, “which ye have
of God, and ye are not your own.” Thus, we have
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zbranémi vzpoury proti Bohu v zadném pripa-
dé nebyly. Totéz platilo o takovychto zbranich v
rukou Nefitt: ,,Nebojovali o panovani ani o moc,
ale bojovali za své domovy a za své svobody, za
své manzelky a za své déti a za vSe, co méli, ano,
za své rity uctivani a za svou cirkev.“

Stejné tak jsou i v naSem Zivoté véci, které
mohou byt neutralni, ¢i dokonce ze své podstaty
dobré, ale které se pri nespravném pouzivani sta-
vaji zbranémi vzpoury. Napriklad nase fe¢ muze
bud povznaset, nebo ponizovat. Jak fekl Jakub:

»Ale [zda se, Ze] jazyka zadny z lidi skrotiti
nemuze. Tak jest neskrotitelné zI¢, pln jsa jedu
smrtelného.

Jim dobrofec¢ime Bohu Otci, a jim zlofe¢ime
lidem, ku podobenstvi Bozimu stvofenym.

Z jednéch a tychz tst pochazi dobrorecent i
zloreceni. Ne takt byti ma, bratfi moji.“

V dnesni dobé je ve vefejném i osobnim
projevu mnoho zlovolného a zlomyslného. Mno-
hé konverzace obsahuji vulgarni slova a kleni,
dokonce i mezi mladezi. Takovato fec je zbrani
vzpoury proti Bohu, ktera je plna ,,jedu smrtel-
ného"

Povazte dalsi priklad toho, co je v zasadé
dobré, ale co by se dalo obratit proti bozskym
pokyntim - profesni draha ¢lovéka. Clovék miize
najit v urcité profesi, povolani nebo sluzbé sku-
te¢né naplnéni, a my vsichni mame uzitek z toho,
co v mnoha oblastech dokazali a vytvorili oddani
a talentovani lidé.

Presto je mozné, aby se oddanost profesni
draze stala v Zivoté ¢lovéka tim, na co se zaméfu-
je nejvice. Pak se vse ostatni stava druhoradym
- véetné veskerych ndroki, které na cas a talenty
doty¢ného clovéka miize klast Spasitel. Jak u
muzi, tak i u Zen se mize chvalyhodny dosazeny
pokrok zménit v jistou formu vzpoury, pokud se
ztikaji legitimnich prilezitosti uzaviit snatek, nel-
nou k manzelskému partnerovi a nepozvedaji ho,
nevychovavaji déti, nebo se dokonce zamérné vy-
hybaji pozehnanim a zodpovédnostem spojenym
s vychovou déti jen kvili kariérnimu postupu.

Dalsi priklad se tyka fyzické stranky naseho
byti. Pavel nam pfipomina, ze mame oslavovat
Boha télem i duchema Ze télo je chrdam Ducha
Svatého, ,,kteréhoz mate od Boha, a nejste sami
svoji“Mame tudiz opravnény zajem travit cas
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a legitimate interest in spending time caring for
our bodies as best we can. Few of us will reach
the peak of performance we have seen recently
in the achievements of Olympic and Paralympic
athletes, and some of us are experiencing the ef-
fects of age, or what President M. Russell Ballard
called “the rivets coming loose.”

Nevertheless, I believe it pleases our Creator
when we do our best to care for His wonderful
gift of a physical body. It would be a mark of
rebellion to deface or defile one’s body, or abuseit,
or fail to do what one can to pursue a healthy
lifestyle. At the same time, vanity and becoming
consumed with one’s physique, appearance, or
dress can be a form of rebellion at the other ex-
treme, leading one to worship God’s gift instead
of God.

In the end, burying our weapons of rebel-
lion against God simply means yielding to the
enticing of the Holy Spirit, putting oft the natural
man, and becoming “a saint through the atone-
ment of Christ the Lord”It means putting the
first commandment first in our lives. It means
letting God prevail. If our love of God and our
determination to serve Him with all our might,
mind, and strength become the touchstone
by which we judge all things and make all our
decisions, we will have buried our weapons of
rebellion. By the grace of Christ, God will forgive
our sins and rebellions of the past and will take
away the stain of those sins and rebellions from
our hearts. In time, He will even take away any
desire for evil, as He did with those Lamanite
converts of the past. Thereafter, we too “never
[will] fall away”

Burying our weapons of rebellion leads to a
unique joy. With all who have ever become con-
verted to the Lord, we are “brought to sing [the
song of ] redeeming love”Our Heavenly Father
and His Son, our Redeemer, have confirmed
Their unending commitment to our ultimate
happiness through the most profound love and
sacrifice. We experience Their love daily. Surely
we can reciprocate with our own love and loyalty.
May we bury—very, very deep—any element of
rebellion against God in our lives and replace it
with a willing heart and a willing mind.In the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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tim, Ze budeme pecovat o své télo co nejlépe.
Malokdo z nas dosahne takovych vrcholnych
vykont, jakych jsme byli nedavno svédky u uspé-
cht olympijskych a paralympijskych sportovct,
a na nékterych z nas se podepisuje vék neboli to,
co president M. Russell Ballard nazyval ,,uvolno-
vanim nyta®

Presto v8ak véfim, Ze naseho Stvoritele
tési, kdyz se snazime co nejlépe pecovat o Jeho
uzasny dar fyzického téla. Znakem vzpoury by
bylo vlastni télo hyzdit ¢i znesvétit, zneuzivat ho
nebo naopak nedélat to, co mizeme délat pro
to, abychom zili zdravé. Zaroven ale marnivost a
pohlcenost vlastnim fyzickym télem, vzhledem
nebo oble¢enim muze byt formou vzpoury v
opa¢ném extrému, coz vede ¢lovéka k uctivani
Boziho daru namisto Boha.

V kone¢ném diisledku pohrbit své zbra-
né vzpoury proti Bohu znamend jednoduse se
poddat nutkanim Svatého Ducha, odlozit pfiro-
zeného c¢lovéka a stat se ,,svatym skrze usmireni
Krista Pana“Znamena to davat v Zivoté na prvni
misto ono prvni prikdzani. Znamena to dovolit
Bohu, aby prevladl. Pokud se nase laska k Bohu
a nase odhodlani slouzit Mu celou svou moci,
mysli a silou stanou prubifskym kamenem, podle
néhoz budeme posuzovat vée a Cinit véechna sva
rozhodnuti, pak budeme mit zbrané své vzpoury
pohrbené. Prostfednictvim milosti Kristovy nam
Btih odpusti htichy a vzpurnosti, kterych jsme se
dopustili v minulosti, a odstrani poskvrnéni od
téchto hiichii a vzpour z naseho srdce. Casem z
nas dokonce sejme veskerou touhu po zlu, jako
to udélal v pripadé obracenych Lamanitd v mi-
nulosti. A poté ani my nikdy neodpadneme.

Pohrbeni nasich zbrani vzpoury vede k
jedine¢né radosti. Spolecné se vemi, ktefi se
kdy obritili k Panu, jsme i my vedeni k tomu,
abychom zpivali pisen vykupitelské lasky.Nas
Nebesky Otec a Jeho Syn, nas Vykupitel, potvrzu-
ji svlij nikdy nekoncici zavazek poskytnout nam
to nejvyssi stésti prostrednictvim té nejhlubsi
lasky a obéti. Jejich lasku zakousime kazdy den.
Dozajista jim to mizeme oplacet vlastni laskou
a oddanosti. Kéz ve svém zivoté pohtbime - a
to velmi hluboko - jakykoli prvek vzpoury proti
Bohu a nahradime ho ochotnym srdcem a ochot-
nou mysli.Ve jménu Jezise Krista, amen.
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