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God trusts us to make many important decisions,
and in all matters He asks us to trust Him.

On June 1, 1843, Addison Pratt left Nauvoo,
Illinois, to preach the gospel in the Hawaiian
Islands, leaving his wife, Louisa Barnes Pratt, to
care for their young family.

In Nauvoo, as persecutions intensified,
forcing the Saints to leave, and later at Winter
Quarters as they prepared to migrate to the Salt
Lake Valley, Louisa faced the decision of whether
to make the journey. It would have been easier
to stay and to wait for Addison to return than to
travel alone.

On both occasions, she sought guidance
from the prophet, Brigham Young, who encour-
aged her to go. Despite the great difficulty and
her personal reluctance, she successfully made
the journey each time.

Initially, Louisa found little joy in traveling.
However, she soon began to welcome the green
prairie grass, colorful wildflowers, and patches of
ground along the riverbanks. “The gloom on my
mind wore gradually away; she recorded, “and
there was not a more mirthful woman in the
whole company.”

Louisa’s story has deeply inspired me. I
admire her willingness to set aside her personal
preferences, her ability to trust God, and how ex-
ercising her faith helped her to see the situation
differently.

She has reminded me that we have a loving
Father in Heaven, who cares for us wherever we
are, and that we can trust Him more than anyone
or anything else.
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Biith nam diivétuje, Ze zvladneme mnohd dilezita
rozhodnuti, a Zadd nds, abychom ve vsech zdleZi-
tostech diivérovali my Jemu.

1. Cervna 1843 opustil Addison Pratt Nauvoo
v Illinois, aby kazal evangelium na Havajskych
ostrovech, a nechal svou manzelku Louisu Barnes
Prattovou pecovat o jejich malé déti.

Kdyz v Nauvoo sililo pronasledovani, coz
Svaté donutilo odejit, a kdyz se Svati pozdéji ve
Winter Quarters pripravovali na presun do udoli
Solného jezera, stala Louisa pred rozhodnutim,
zda se na tuto cestu vydat. Byvalo by pro ni jed-
nodussi ztstat a pockat na Addisontiv ndvrat nez
cestovat sama.

V obou ptipadech pozadala o vedeni proroka
Brighama Younga, ktery ji povzbudil, aby se na
cestu vydala. Navzdory velkym obtizim a zdraha-
vosti cestu pokazdé uspésné zvladla.

Zprvu méla Louisa z tohoto putovani jen
malou radost. Zahy se vSak zacala tésit ze zelené
prérijni travy, barevnych lu¢nich kvétin a vybéz-
kit vytvorenych nanosy podél brehi rek. ,,Chmu-
ry v mé mysli se postupné vytratily,“ zapsala si,
»a Vv celé vypravé nebylo veselejsi Zeny.”

Louisin pfibéh mé hluboce inspiruje. Ob-
divuji jeji ochotu odlozit stranou osobni prefe-
rence, jeji schopnost davérovat Bohu a to, jak ji
uplatnovani viry pomohlo vidét danou situaci
jinak.

Pfipomina mi, ze mame milujictho Otce v
nebi, ktery se o nas zajima, at jsme kdekoli, a Ze
Mu muzeme diivéfovat vice nez komukoli nebo
¢emukoli jinému.
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The Source of Truth

God trusts us to make many important deci-
sions, and in all matters He asks us to trust Him.
This is especially difficult when our judgment
or public opinion differs from His will for His
children.

Some suggest that we should redraw the lines
between what is right and what is wrong because
they say that truth is relative, reality is self-de-
fined, or God is so generous that He does not
actually care about what we do.

As we seek to understand and accept God’s
will, it is helpful to remember that the bound-
aries between right and wrong are not for us to
define. God has established these boundaries
Himself, based on eternal truths for our benefit
and blessing.

The desire to change God’s eternal truth has
a long history. It started before the world began,
when Satan rebelled against God’s plan, seeking
selfishly to destroy human agency.Following this
pattern, people like Sherem, Nehor, and Korihor
have argued that faith is foolish, revelation is
irrelevant, and whatever we want to do is right.
Sadly, so very often these deviations from God’s
truth have led to great sorrow.

While some things may depend on context,
not everything does. President Russell M. Nelson
has consistently taught that God’s saving truths
are absolute, independent, and defined by God
Himself.

Our Choice

Whom we choose to trust is one of lifes
important decisions. King Benjamin instructed
his people, “Believe in God; believe that he is ...

; believe that he has all wisdom ... ; believe that
man doth not comprehend all the things which
the Lord can comprehend.”

Fortunately, we have the scriptures and guid-
ance from living prophets to help us understand
God’s truth. Ifclarification beyond what we have
is needed, God provides it through His proph-
ets. And He will respond to our sincere prayers
through the Holy Ghost as we seek to understand
truths we do not yet fully appreciate.

Elder Neil L. Andersen once taught that we
should not be surprised “if at times [our] per-
sonal views are not initially in harmony with
the teachings of the Lord’s prophet. These are
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Zdroj pravdy

o vy

Biith nam duavétuje, ze zvladneme mnoha di-
lezita rozhodnuti, a zada nas, abychom ve v§ech
zalezitostech divérovali my Jemu.To je obzvlast
obtizné, kdyz se nas usudek nebo verejné minéni
1isi od Jeho viile tykajici se Jeho déti.

Neéktefi doporucuji, abychom prekreslili
hranice mezi tim, co je dobré, a tim, co je Spatné,
protoze pravda je podle nich relativni, realitu si
definuje kazdy sam nebo Ze Biih je tak velkorysy,
7e Mu ve skutecnosti nezdleZi na tom, co déldme.

Zatimco se snazime pochopit a pfijmout
Bozi viili, je uzite¢né pamatovat na to, ze defino-
vat hranice mezi dobrym a $patnym neni na nas.
Tyto hranice stanovil sam Biih, na zakladé véc-
nych pravd a k nasemu prospéchu a pozehnani.

Touha ménit Bozi vé¢nou pravdu ma dlou-
hou historii. Objevila se jiz pred zacatkem svéta,
kdyz se Satan vzboutil proti Bozimu planu a
sobecky se snazil znicit lidskou svobodu jednani.
Timto vzorem se ridili i lidé jako Serem, Nehor
¢i Korihor, ktefi tvrdili, Ze vira je posetild, zjeveni
je irelevantni a ze at chceme délat cokoli, je to v
poradku.Tyto odchylky od Bozi pravdy nanestés-
ti velmi ¢asto vedou k velkému zarmutku.

Zatimco urcité zélezitosti mohou zaviset na
kontextu, ne vzdy tomu tak je. President Russell
M. Nelson dtisledné u¢i tomu, Ze Bozi spasné
pravdy jsou absolutni, nezavislé a definované
samotnym Bohem.

Nase rozhodnuti

To, komu se rozhodneme dtvérovat, je jedno
z dalezitych zivotnich rozhodnuti. Kral Beniamin
ucil svtyj lid: ,Vérte v Boha; véite, Ze on je...; véi-
te, Ze ma veSkerou moudrost...; véfte, Ze clovek
neobsahne vSechny véci, jez mize obsahnouti
Pan.“

Nastésti mame pisma a vedeni od Zijicich
prorokd, jez nam pomahaji Bozi pravdé porozu-
mét. Je-li zapotiebi objasnéni nad ramec toho,
co mame, Bith ndm ho poskytne prostrednic-
tvim svych prorokil. A odpovi na nase upfimné
modlitby prostfednictvim Ducha Svatého, kdyz
se budeme snazit porozumét pravdam, jez dosud
plné nechapeme.

Starsi Neil L. Andersen kdysi u¢il, Ze nema-
me byt prekvapeni, ,,pokud [nase] osobni nazory
obcas nebudou hned od zac¢atku plné v souladu s
ucenim Panova proroka. Toto jsou chvile,“ fekl,
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moments of learning,” he said, “of humility, when
we go to our knees in prayer. We walk forward

in faith, trusting in God, knowing that with time
we will receive more spiritual clarity from our
Heavenly Father”

At all times, it is helpful to remember Alma’s
teaching that God gives His word according to
the attention and effort we devote to it. If we heed
God’s word, we will receive more; if we ignore
His counsel, we will receive less and less until we
have none.This loss of knowledge does not mean
that the truth was wrong; rather, it shows that we
have lost the capacity to understand it.

Look to the Savior

In Capernaum, the Savior taught about His
identity and mission. Many found His words
difficult to hear, leading them to turn their backs
and “[walk] no more with him”

Why did they walk away?

Because they did not like what He said. So,
trusting their own judgment, they walked away;,
denying themselves blessings that would have
come had they stayed.

It is easy for our pride to come between us
and eternal truth. When we don’t understand, we
can pause, let our feelings settle, and then choose
how to respond. The Savior urged us to “look
unto [Him] in every thought; doubt not, fear
not”When we focus on the Savior, our faith can
start to overcome our concerns.

As President Dieter E Uchtdorf encouraged
us to do: “Please, first doubt your doubts before
you doubt your faith. We must never allow doubt
to hold us prisoner and keep us from the divine
love, peace, and gifts that come through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ”

Blessings Come to Those Who Stay

As the disciples walked away from the Savior
that day, He then asked the Twelve, “Will ye also
go away?”

Peter answered:

“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life.

“And we believe and are sure that thou art
that Christ, the Son of the living God”

Now, the Apostles lived in the same world,

Page 3 — Not an official publication

»kdy poklekame v modlitbé, chvile uceni se a po-
kory. Kra¢ime vpred s virou a s divérou v Boha

s védomim toho, Ze ¢asem od Nebeského Otce
obdrzime vice duchovniho porozuméni.”

Vzdy je uzitecné pamatovat na uceni Almy,
ze Btih udili své slovo podle pozornosti a usili,
jez mu vénujeme. Budeme-li dbat Boziho slova,
obdrzime vice; budeme-li Bozi rady ignorovat,
budeme dostavat méné a méné, az nebudeme
mit nic.Tato ztrata poznani neznamend, Ze dana
pravda byla $patna; spiSe to ukazuje, Ze jsme
ztratili schopnost ji rozumét.

Hled'te ke Spasiteli

Spasitel u¢il v Kafarnaum o své identité a
poslani. Pro mnohé bylo tézké Jeho slova po-
slouchat, coz vedlo k tomu, Ze se k Nému obratili
zady a ,,nechodili s nim vice®

Proc¢ odesli?

Protoze se jim nelibilo, co fikal. A tak, jelikoz
davérovali vlastnimu usudku, odesli a odepreli
si pozehnani, ktera by se dostavila, kdyby byvali
zlstali.

Je snadné, aby se mezi nas a vé¢nou pravdu
dostala nase pycha. Kdyz né¢emu nerozumime,
muzeme se na chvili zastavit, zklidnit své pocity a
pak se rozhodnout, jak zareagujeme. Spasitel nas
naléhavé zadal, abychom k Nému hledéli ,,v kaz-
dé myslence® a abychom nepochybovali a nebali
se.Kdyz se zaméfujeme na Spasitele, mize nase
vira zacit prekonavat nase obavy.

President Dieter F. Uchtdorf nas povzbuzo-
val: ,Prosim nejprve zpochybnéte své pochyb-
nosti, nez zpochybnite svou viru. Nikdy nesmi-
me dopustit, aby nas pochybnosti drzely jako
rukojmi a oddélovaly néas od bozské lasky, pokoje
a dart, které prichazeji skrze viru v Pana Jezise
Krista.”

PoZehnani prichazeji k tém, ktefi zUsta-
vaji

Spasitel se zeptal Dvandcti, kdyz od N¢j
onoho dne odesli u¢ednici: ,,Zdaliz i vy chcete
odjiti?*

Petr odvétil:

»Pane, k komu piijdeme? [Ty slova] vé¢ného
Zivota mas.

A my jsme uvétili, a poznali, Ze jsi ty Kristus,
Syn Boha zivého.*

Apostolové zili ve stejném svété a Celili stej-
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and they faced the same social pressures as the
disciples who walked away. However, in this
moment, they chose their faith and trusted God,
thus preserving blessings God gives to those who
stay.

Perhaps you, like me, sometimes find your-
self on both sides of this decision. When we find
it difficult to understand or embrace God’s will,
it is comforting to remember that He loves us as
we are, wherever we are. And He has something
better for us. If we reach out to Him, He will
assist us.

While reaching out to Him can be difficult,
just as the father who sought healing for his son
was told by the Savior, “All things are possible to
him that believeth”In our moments of struggle,
we too can cry out, “Help thou [my] unbelief”

Submitting Our Will to His

Elder Neal A. Maxwell once taught that “the
submission of one’s will is really the only unique-
ly personal thing we have to place on God’s al-
tar”No wonder King Benjamin was so eager that
his people become “as a child, submissive, meek,
humble, patient, fullof love, willing to submit to
all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon
him, even as a child doth submit to his father”

As always, the Savior set the perfect exam-
ple for us. With a heavy heart, and knowing the
painful work He had to do, He submitted to His
Father’s will, fulfilling His messianic mission and
opening the promise of eternity to you and me.

The choice to submit our will to God’s is an
act of faith that lies at the heart of our disciple-
ship. In making that choice, we discover that our
agency is not diminished; rather, it is magnified
and rewarded by the presence of the Holy Ghost,
who brings purpose, joy, peace, and hope we can
find nowhere else.

Several months ago, a stake president and I
visited a sister in his stake and her young adult
son. After years away from the Church, wan-
dering difficult and unfriendly paths, she had
returned. During our visit, we asked her why she
had come back.

“I had made a mess of my life,” she said, “and
I knew where I needed to be”

I then asked her what she had learned in her
journey.

With some emotion, she shared that she had
learned that she needed to attend church long
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nym spolec¢enskym tlakéim jako ucednici, kteti
odesli. V onom okamziku se v$ak rozhodli pro
svou viru a davérovali Bohu, ¢imz si zachovali
pozehnani, ktera Biith dava tém, ktefi zastavaji.

Moznd, ze se nékdy, stejné jako ja, ocitate na
obou strandach tohoto rozhodnuti. Kdy?z je pro
nas tézké pochopit nebo prijmout Bozi vili, je
utéchou pamatovat na to, Ze nas Bith miluje tako-
Vvé, jaci jsme, at jsme kdekoli. A ma pro nas néco
lepsiho. Pokud se na N¢j obratime, pomtize nam.

Obratit se na Ného muze byt obtizné - jako
kdy?z jisty otec usiloval o uzdraveni pro svého
syna a Spasitel mu rekl, Ze ,vSeckot jest mozné
véficimu®A i my mazeme ve chvilich svého za-
poleni zvolat: ,,Spomoz nedovére mé.“

Podrobujme svou vdli té Jeho

Starsi Neal A. Maxwell kdysi ucil: ,,Podro-
beni vlastni viile je ve skute¢nosti tou jedinou
vyhradné osobni véci, kterou vlastnime a kterou
muzeme polozit na Bozi oltat.“Neni divu, ze kral
Beniamin si tak dychtivé pral, aby se jeho lid
stal ,,jako dité, poddajnym, mirnym, pokornym,
trpélivym, plnym lasky, ochotnym podrobiti se
vSemu, co Pan povazuje za vhodné na néj vloziti,
stejné jako se dité podrobuje otci svému®.

Dokonaly priklad nam jako vzdy dal Spasitel.
S tézkym srdcem a s védomim toho, jak bolestivé
dilo musi vykonat, se podrobil viili svého Otce,
¢imz naplnil své mesiasské poslani a oteviel vam
i mné zaslibeni vé¢nosti.

Rozhodnuti podridit nasi vili té Bozi je skut-
kem viry, ktery se nachazi v jadru naseho uced-
nictvi. Kdyz se takto rozhodujeme, zjistujeme, ze
nase svoboda jednani tim nijak neslabne; naopak
je posilena a odménéna pritomnosti Ducha Sva-
tého, ktery prinasi smysluplnost, radost, pokoj a
nadéji, jez nikde jinde nalézt nemiizeme.

Pred nékolika mésici jsem s jistym presi-
dentem kilu navstivil jednu sestru z jeho kilu a
jejtho mladého dospélého syna. Po letech od-
louceni od Cirkve, kdy bloudila po nelehkych a
neprivétivych cestach, se vratila. Béhem navstévy
jsme se ji zeptali, pro¢ se vratila.

»Muj Zivot byl v troskach, fekla, ,,a uvédo-
mila jsem si, kde musim byt.*

Pak jsem se ji zeptal, cemu se na své cesté
naucila.

Pohnutym hlasem vypravéla, ze zjistila, ze
musi chodit na shromazdéni dostate¢né dlouho
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enough to break the habit of not coming and that
she needed to stay until it was where she wanted
to be. Her return was not easy, but as she exer-
cised faith in the Father’s plan, she felt the Spirit
return.

And then she added, “I have learned for my-
self that God is good and that His ways are better
than mine”

I bear witness of God, our Eternal Father,
who loves us; of His Son, Jesus Christ, who saved
us. They know our hurts and challenges. They
will never forsake us and know perfectly how to
succor us. We can be of good cheer as we trust
Them more than anyone or anything else. In the
sacred name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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na to, aby se zbavila zvyku na néj nechodit, a ze
musi ziistat, dokud nebude tam, kde chce byt. Jeji
navrat nebyl snadny, ale kdyz uplatiovala viru v
Otctw plan, pocitovala, Ze se Duch vraci.

A pak dodala: ,,Zjistila jsem sama pro sebe,
ze Bih je dobry a Ze Jeho cesty jsou lepsi nez ty
moje.“

Vydavam svédectvi o Bohu, nasem Vé¢ném
Otci, ktery nas miluje; a o Jeho Synu Jezisi Kristu,
ktery nas spasil. Znaji nase bolesti a tézkosti.
Nikdy nas neopusti a dokonale védi, jak nam
pomahat. Kdyz Jim budeme davérovat vice nez
komukoli nebo ¢emukoli jinému, miizeme byt
dobré mysli. V posvatném jménu Jezise Krista,
amen.
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