God’s Favourite

By Elder Karl D. Hirst
Of the Seventy

Bozi oblibenci

Starsi Karl D. Hirst
sedmdesditnik

October 2024 general conference

Czech

Being filled with God's love shields us in life’s
storms but also makes the happy moments happi-
er.

Before I begin, I should tell you that two of
my children have passed out whilst speaking at
pulpits, and I have never felt more connected to
them than in this moment. I've got more on my
mind than just the trapdoor.

Our family has six children, who sometimes
tease one another that they are the favourite
child. Each has different reasons for being pre-
ferred. Our love for each of our children is pure
and fulfilling and complete. We could not love
any one of them any more than another—with
each child’s birth came the most beautiful expan-
sion of our love. I most relate to my Heavenly
Father’s love for me through the love that I feel
for my children.

As they each rehearse their claims to be
the most loved child, you might have thought
that our family had never had an untidy bed-
room. The sense of blemishes in the relationship
between parent and child is diminished with a
focus on love.

At some point, perhaps because I can see
that we are heading toward an inevitable family
riot, I'll say something like, “OK, you have worn
me down, but I am not going to announce it; you
know which one of you is my favourite” My goal
is that each one of the six feels victorious and all-
out war is avoided—at least until next time!

In his Gospel, John describes himself as “the
disciple whom Jesus loved,’as if that arrangement
were somehow unique. I like to think that this
was because John felt so completely loved by
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Kdyz jsme naplnéni BoZi ldskou, chrani nds to
v Zivotnich boufich, ale také cini stastné chvile
jesté stastnéjsimi.

Nez za¢nu, mél bych fici, ze dvé z mych déti
omdlely, kdyz mluvily u fe¢nického pultu, a ja
jsem s nimi nikdy nesouznél vice nez pravé v
tuto chvili. Honi se mi toho hlavou vice nez jen
padaci dvere.

Nase rodina ma4 Sest déti, které se obcas na-
vzajem Skadli tvrzenim, Ze jsou tim nejoblibenéj-
$im ditétem. Kazdé z nich uvadi pro své upred-
nostnovani jiné diivody. Nase laska ke kazdému z
nadich détf je &istd, napliujici a dokonala. Zédné
z nich bychom nedokazali milovat o nic vic nez
druhé - s kazdym narozenim ditéte se nase laska
rozirila tim nejkrasnéjsim zptisobem. S laskou,
kterou ke mné chova Nebesky Otec, se nejvice
ztotoznuji prostfednictvim lasky, kterou pocituji
ke svym détem.

Jelikoz kazdé z nasich déti prohlasuje, ze je
tim nejobliben¢jsim, mohli byste si myslet, ze
zadné z nich nikdy nemélo v pokoji neporadek.
Vnimani vad ve vztahu mezi rodi¢em a ditétem
slabne, kdyz se zaméfujeme na lasku.

V urditém okamziku, mozna proto, Ze vidim,
ze se v rodiné schyluje k vytrznostem, feknu néco
jako: ,,Tak jo, udolali jste mé, ale nic oznamovat
nebudu; vite dobfe, kdo z vas je mij nejoblibe-
né&j$i.“ Mym cilem je, aby viech Sest déti mélo
pocit, Ze vyhralo, a abychom se vyhnuli totalni
valce — alespon do pristé!

Jan se ve svém evangeliu oznacuje za ,uce-
dInika, kteréhoz miloval Jezis®jako kdyby tento
vztah byl néjak jedine¢ny. Domnivam se, Ze to
bylo proto, Ze Jan pocitoval Jezisovu dokona-
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Jesus. Nephi gave me a similar sense when he
wrote, “I glory inmyJesus.”Of course, the Saviour
isn’t Nephi’s any more than He is John’, and yet
the personal nature of Nephis relationship with
“his” Jesus led him to that tender description.

Isn't it wonderful that there are times when
we can feel so fully and personally noticed and
loved? Nephi can call Him “his” Jesus, and so can
we. Our Saviour’s love is the “highest, noblest,
strongest kind of love,"and He provides until we
are “filled”Divine love never runs dry, and we are
each a cherished favourite. God’s love is where,
as circles on a Venn diagram, we all overlap.
Whichever parts of us seem different, His love is
where we find togetherness.

Is it any surprise that the greatest command-
ments are to love God and to love those around
us?When I see people showing Christlike love for
one another, it feels to me as if that love contains
more than justtheirlove; it is love that also has
divinity in it. When we love one another in this
way, as completely and fully as we can, heaven
gets involved too.

So if someone we care about seems distant
from a sense of divine love, we can follow this
pattern—by doing things that bring us closer to
God ourselves and then doing things that bring
us closer to them—an unspoken beckoning to
come to Christ.

I wish I could sit down with you and ask you
what circumstances cause you to feel God’s love.
Which verses of scripture, which particular acts
of service? Where would you be? What music?
In whose company? General conference is a rich
place to learn about connecting with heaven’s
love.

But perhaps you feel a long way from the
love of God. Maybe there is a chorus of voices of
discouragement and darkness that weighs into
your thoughts, messages telling you that you are
too wounded and confused, too weak and over-
looked, too different or disoriented to warrant
heavenly love in any real way. If you hear those
ideas, then please hear this: those voices are just
wrong. We can confidently disregard broken-
ness in any way disqualifying us from heavenly
love—every time we sing the hymn that reminds
us thatour beloved and flawless Saviour chose
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lou lasku. Podobny pocit mam u Nefiho, ktery
napsal: ,Raduji se z Jezisesvého.“Spasitel samo-
zfejmeé neni Nefitiv o nic vic nez Jantv, a presto
Nefiho tento osobni charakter vztahu k ,,jeho”
Jezisovi vedl k tomuto laskyplnému vyjadreni.

Neni uzasné, ze jsou chvile, kdy mtizeme tak
plné a osobné pocitovat, Ze si nas Spasitel vsima
a ma nas rad? Nefi Jej mize nazyvat ,,svym" Je-
ziSem a to mizeme i my. Laska naseho Spasitele
je ten ,,nejvyssi, nejuslechtilejsi, nejsilnéjsi druh
lasky“a On se o nas stara, dokud nejsme ,,nasy-
ceni“Bozska laska nikdy nepomiji a kazdy z nas
je drahocennym oblibencem. Bozi laska je tam,
kde se, jako kruhy na Vennové diagramu, vsichni
prekryvame. At jiz se kterdkoli nase ¢ast zda byt
odlisna, prave v Jeho lasce nachazime pospoli-
tost.

Je tedy prekvapivé, ze témi nejvétsimi pri-
kazanimi jsou milovat Boha a milovat ty, ktefi
jsou kolem nas?Kdyz vidim, jak si lidé navzajem
projevuji kfestanskou lasku, pfipada mi, jako by
tato laska obsahovala néco vice nez jenjejichlas-
ku; je to laska, jez ma v sobé také bozskost.Kdyz
se mame timto zptisobem navzdjem radi, tak
dokonale a pln¢, jak jen mizeme, zapojuje se do
toho i nebe.

Pokud se tedy zda, Ze nékdo, na kom nam za-
lezi, je vzdalen od vnimani bozské lasky, mizeme
se ridit timto vzorem - délat néco, co nas samot-
né bude priblizovat k Bohu, a nasledné néco, co
nas bude priblizovat k doty¢nému - kteryzto
vzor bude zminéného ¢lovéka beze slov podné-
covat k tomu, aby prisel ke Kristu.

Kéz bych si tak mohl s vami sednout a zeptat
se vas, jaké situace vam pomahaji pocitovat Bozi
lasku. Které verse z pisem, které konkrétni skutky
sluzby? Jaké misto? Jaka hudba? Ci spole¢nost?
Generalni konference je urodnym mistem, kde
se mizeme dozvédét, jak se spojit s nebeskou
laskou.

Mozna ale mate pocit, Ze jste od Bozi las-
ky daleko. Mozna vasi mysl tizi temnota a sbor
hlast snazicich se ptipravit vas o odvahu; sdéleni,
kterd vam rikaji, Ze jste prili§ zranéni a zmateni,
prilis slabi a prehlizeni ¢i prilis odlisni nebo de-
zorientovani, nez abyste si skute¢né zasluhovali
nebeskou lasku. Pokud slychate takovéto myslen-
ky, pak prosim slyste toto: Tyto hlasy se zkratka
myli. S dvérou mizeme nebrat zfetel na to, ze
by nas skutecnost, ze jsme zlomeni, méla ¢init v
jakémkoli ohledu nezptsobilymi obdrzet nebes-
kou lasku - pokazdé kdyz zpivame nabozenskou
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to be “bruised, broken, [and] torn for us,every
time we take broken bread. Surely Jesus removes
all shame from the broken. Through His broken-
ness, He became perfect, and He can make us
perfect in spite of our brokenness.Broken, lonely,
torn, and bruised He was—and we may feel we
are—but separated from the love of God we are

not. “Broken people, perfect love,’as the song
goes.

You might know something secret about
yourself that makes you feel unlovable. However
right you might be about what you know about
yourself, you are wrong to think that you have
put yourself beyond the reach of God’s love.

We are sometimes cruel and impatient toward
ourselves in ways that we could never imagine
being toward anyone else. There is much for us
to do in this life, but self-loathing and shameful
self-condemnation are not on that list. However
misshapenwemight feelweare,Hisarms are not
shortened.No. They are always long enough to
“[reach our] reaching”and embrace each one of
us.

When we don't feel the warmth of divine
love, it hasn’t gone away. God’s own words are
that “the mountains shall depart, and the hills
be removed; but [His] kindness shall not depart
from [us].”So, just to be clear, the idea that God
has stopped loving should be so far down the list
of possible explanations in life that we don't get
to it until after the mountains have left and the
hills are gone!

I really enjoy this symbolism of mountains
being evidence of the certainty of God’s love.
That powerful symbolism weaves into accounts
of those who go to the mountains to receive
revelationand Isaiah’s description of “the moun-
tain of the Lord’s house” being “established in the
top of the mountains” The house of the Lord is
the home of our most precious covenants and a
place for us all to retreatand sink deeply into the
evidence of our Father’s love for us.I have also
enjoyed the comfort that comes to my soul when
I wrap myself more tightly in my baptismal cov-
enant and find someone who is mourning a loss
or grieving a disappointment and I try to help
them hold and process their feelings.Are these
ways that we can become more immersed in the
precious covenantal lovehesed?
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pisen, ktera nam pripomind, Ze se nas milovany
a bezchybny Spasitel rozhodl byt za nas v mu-
kach ranén, zlomen a rozdrasan,pokazdé kdyz

si bereme nalamany chléb. Jezis dozajista snima
z téch, ktefi jsou zlomeni, veskerou hanu. V di-
sledku své zlomenosti se stal dokonalym a miize
ucinit dokonalymi i nds, navzdory tomu, Ze jsme
zlomeni.Zlomeny, opustény, rozdrasany a ranény
On skute¢né byl - a i my mozna mame pocit, Ze
jsme na tom stejné — ale oddéleni od lasky Bozi
nejsme. ,,Irdpenim nejsme zlomeni,“jak se zpiva
v jedné pisni.

Mozna o sobé vite néco tajného, kvili cemu
mate pocit, Ze vas nikdo nemtize mit rad. Jakkoli
muzete mit pravdu ohledné toho, co o sobé vite,
mylite se v domnénce, Ze jste se dostali mimo
dosah Bozi lasky. Neékdy k sobé pristupujeme s
takovou necitelnosti a netrpélivosti, jaké bychom
si ve svém chovani ke komukoli jinému ani
nedokazali predstavit. Je toho hodné, co mame
v tomto zivoté délat, ale sebenenavist a hanebné
sebeodsuzovani na onom seznamu nejsou. Bez
ohledu na to, jakymi deformitami vesvychocich
trpimemy sami,Jehoruce kratké nejsou.Ne. Vzdy
jsou dostatecné dlouhé na to, aby nam osusily
slzya kazdého z nas objaly.

Kdyz nepocitujeme vielost bozské lasky,
neznamena to, ze se vytratila. Bozi vlastni slova
rikaji, Ze i kdyby se ,,hory pohybovaly, a pahr-
bkové ustupovali, milosrdenstvi [Jeho] vsak od
[nas] neodstoupi“ Aby tedy bylo jasno, predstava,
ze nas Biih prestal milovat, ma byt na seznamu
moznych vysvétleni v zivoté tak nizko, ze se k ni
uchylime teprve poté, co se hory odporouceji a
kopce budou pry¢!

Moc se mi libi tato symbolika hor jakozto
dikazu jistoty Bozi lasky. Tato mocna symbolika
se prolind se zpravami o téch, ktefi se vydavaji na
hory, aby ptijali zjeveni,a s IzaiaSovym popisem
toho, ze ,hora domu Hospodinova“ je ,,utvr-
zena... na vrchu hor“.Diim Pané je domovem
nasich nejcennéjsich smluv a mistem, kam se
my vsichni mizeme uchylita ponofit se hluboko
do dukazu lasky, kterou k nam Otec chova.Také
mam rad onu utéchu, ktera mi vstupuje do duse,
kdyz se pevnéji zavinu do své kiestni smlouvy a
narazim na nékoho, kdo truchli nad ztratou nebo
smutni ze zklamani, a snazim se mu pomoci, aby
vydrzel a zpracoval své pocity.Jsou toto zptisoby,
jak se mtizeme vice ponoftit do oné drahocenné
smluvni lasky —~hesed?
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So if God’s love does not leave us, why don’t
we always feel it? Just to manage your expecta-
tions: I don’t know. Butbeingloved is definitely
not the same asfeelingloved, and I have a few
thoughts that might help you as you pursue your
answers to that question.

Perhaps you are wrestling with grief, depres-
sion, betrayal, loneliness, disappointment, or
other powerful intrusion into your ability to feel
God’s love for you. If so, these things can dull or
suspend our ability to feel as we might otherwise
feel. For a season at least, perhaps you will not be
able tofeelHis love, and knowledge will have to
suffice. But I wonder if you could experiment—
patiently—with different ways of expressing and
receiving divine love. Can you take a step back
from whatever is in front of you and maybe
another step and another, until you see a wider
landscape, wider and wider still if necessary, until
you are literally “thinking celestial’because you
are looking at the stars and remembering worlds
without number and through them their Cre-
ator?

Birdsong, feeling the sun or a breeze or rain
on my skin, and times when nature puts my
senses in awe of God—each has had a part in
providing me with heavenly connection. Perhaps
the comfort of faithful friends will help. Maybe
music? Or serving? Have you kept a record or
journal of times when your connection with
God was clearer to you? Perhaps you could invite
those you trust to share their sources of divine
connection with you as you search for relief and
understanding.

I wonder, if Jesus were to choose a place
where you and He could meet, a private place
where you would be able to have a singular focus
on Him, might He choose your unique place
of personal suffering, the place of your deepest
need, where no one else can go? Somewhere you
feel so lonely that you must truly be all alone but
you aren't quite, a place to which perhaps only
He has travelled but actually has already pre-
pared to meet you there when you arrive? If you
are waiting for Him to come, might He already
be there and within reach?

If you do feel filled with love in this season of
your life, please try and hold on to it as effectively
as a sieve holds water. Splash it everywhere you
go. One of the miracles of the divine economy
is that when we try to share Jesus’s love, we find
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Pokud nas tedy Bozi laska neopousti, proc ji
nepocitujeme neustale? Jen abych zmirnil vase
ocekdvani: Ja nevim. Alebyt milovanrozhodné
neni totéz jakocitit semilovan a ja mam nékolik
myslenek, které by vdim mohly pfi hledani odpo-
védi na tuto otdzku pomoci.

Mozna zapolite se zirmutkem, depresi, zra-
dou, osamélosti, zklamanim nebo jinym moc-
nym zasahem do vasi schopnosti pocitovat lasku,
kterou k vam Btih chova. Je-li tomu tak, muze to
otupit nebo pozastavit nasi schopnost citit se tak,
jak by tomu mohlo byt za jinych okolnosti. Moz-
na Ze prinejmensim po urcitou dobu nebudete
schopni Jeho laskupocitovata bude muset stacit
va$e poznani. Ale napadd mé, zda byste nemohli
experimentovat — trpélivé — s riiznymi zptsoby
vyjadfovani a piijimani bozské lasky. Muzete o
krok poodstoupit od toho, co je pred vami, a pak
mozna jesté o krok a jesté o jeden, dokud neuvi-
dite $irsi obzor, nebo jesté $irsi a sirsi, bude-li to
nutné, az budete doslova ,,myslet celestialné,pro-
toze budete hledét na hvézdy a pripominat si
svéty bez poctu a prostfednictvim nich i jejich
Stvoritele?

Zpév ptakd, slunce, vanek nebo dést, které
citim na kazi, a chvile, kdy ve mné priroda vzbu-
zuje posvatnou bazen pred Bohem - to vse hraje
roli v tom, Ze pocituji spojeni s nebem. Mozna
pomuze Gtécha vérnych pratel. Mozna hudba?
Nebo sluzba? Vedete si zaznam nebo denik
obsahujici okamziky, kdy vam bylo vase spojeni
s Bohem jasnéjsi? Kdyz budete hledat utéchu a
porozuméni, mozna byste mohli pozadat ty, jimz
davérujete, aby vam fekli, co je pro né zdrojem
spojeni s tim, co je bozské.

Kdyby mél Jezi$ vybrat misto, kde byste se vy
a On mohli setkat, néjaké soukromé misto, kde
byste se mohli plné soustredit pouze na Ng¢j, za-
jimalo by mé, zda by vybral vase jedine¢né misto
osobniho utrpeni, misto vasi nejhlubsi potteby,
kam nikdo jiny nemuze. Misto, kde se citite tak
osaméle, ze musite byt opravdu uplné sami, ale
presto sami nejste; misto, kam se vydal pouze
On, ale ve skutec¢nosti je jiz pfipraven se tam s
vami setkat, az tam dorazite. Pokud ¢ekate, az
dorazi, je mozné, Ze uz tam je a je vam k dispo-
zici?

Pokud se v tomto obdobi svého Zivota citite
naplnéni laskou, zkuste ji prosim zadrzovat stejné
ucinng, jako sito zadrzuje vodu. Necht skrapi vse,
kam se hnete. Jednim ze zdzrakt bozského hos-
podarent je to, Ze kdyz se snazime délit o Jezisovu
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ourselves being filled up in a variation of the
principle that “whosoever will lose his life for my
sake shall find it”

Being filled with God’s love shields us in lifes
storms but also makes the happy moments hap-
pier—our joyful days, when there is sunshine in
the sky, are made even brighter by the sunshine
in our souls.

Let’s become “rooted andgrounded”in our
Jesus and in His love. Let’s look for and treasure
experiences of feeling His love and power in our
lives. The joy of the gospel is available to all: not
just the happy, not just the downcast. Joy is our
purpose,not the gift of our circumstances. We
have every good reason to “rejoice and be filled
with love towards God and all men”Let’s get full.
In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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lasku s druhymi, zjistujeme, ze nas naplnuje, v
jakési obmeéné zasady, ze ,kdoz by pak ztratil
dusi svou pro mne, naleznet ji“.

Kdyz jsme naplnéni Bozi laskou, chrani nas
to v Zivotnich boufich, ale také ¢ini Stastné chvile
jesté $tastnéjsimi — naSe radostné dny, kdy na
obloze zafi slunce, jsou diky zafi slunce v nasi
dusi jesté jasnéjsi.

M¢éjme své korfeny a zakladv Jezisovi a v Jeho
lasce. Vyhledavejme ve svém zivoté zazitky, kdy
budeme pocitovat Jeho lasku a moc, a vazme si
jich. Radost pramenici z evangelia je dostupna
vSem - nejen $tastnym a nejen sklicenym. Radost
je nasdim tcelem,nikoli darem vyplyvajicim z nasi
situace. Mame v$echny divody k tomu, abychom
se radovali a byli ,,naplnéni laskou k Bohu a ke
vSem lidem®“Budme ji naplnéni.Ve jménu Jezise
Krista, amen.
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