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Nourish the Roots, and the Branches Will Grow
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October 2024 general conference

The branches of your testimony will draw strength
from your deepening faith in Heavenly Father and
His Beloved Son.

An Old Chapel in Zwickau

The year 2024 is something of a milestone
year for me. It marks 75 years since I was bap-
tized and confirmed a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Zwickau,
Germany.

My membership in the Church of Jesus
Christ is precious to me. To be counted among
God’s covenant people, with you, my brothers
and sisters, is one of the greatest honors of my
life.

When I think about my personal journey
of discipleship, my mind often goes back to an
old villa in Zwickau, where I have cherished
memories of attending sacrament meetings of
the Church of Jesus Christ as a child. It is there
where the seedling of my testimony received its
earliest nourishing.

This chapel had an old air-driven organ. Ev-
ery Sunday a young man was assigned to push up
and down the sturdy lever operating the bellows
to make the organ work. I sometimes had the
great privilege of assisting in this important task.

While the congregation sang our beloved
hymns, I pumped with all my strength so the
organ would not run out of wind. From the
bellows operator seat, I had a great view of some
stunning stained-glass windows, one depicting
the Savior Jesus Christ and another portraying
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Knonume na sawemo ceudemencmeo uje uepnsm
cuna om sawiama 3a0v1604a8au4a ce 85pa 6
Heb6ecnus Omeuy, u Hezosus Besznoben Cum.

Cmapa cepaga 3a cvbpaHus B8 LiBukay

2024-1a romHa e Helllo KaTo MaMeTHa TOIi-
Ha 3a MeH. [Ipes Hes ce HaBbpIIBAT 75 rOUHNY,
OTKAaKTO OAX KP'bCTEH ¥ IOTBBPJEH 32 YWIEH Ha
II'ppkBara Ha Vicyc Xpucroc Ha cBeTUUTE OT
nocnegHuTe fuu B llBukay, lepmanus.

Yirencrsoro mu B LI'bpkBara Ha Vicyc Xpuc-
TOC € CK'bIIOIIeHHO 32 MeH. Jla 6ba mpuuncieH
KbM BoxndA 3aBeTeH Hapoj 3aeJHO C Bac, MOI
OpaTs U cecTpy, e Cpefi Hall-ro/IeMIUTe II0YeCTI B
MO KUBOT.

KoraTto mMmcnA 3a 1M4YHNUA CU BT HA YYEHUK,
94eCTO CIIOMEHUTE MU Me BPBIIAT B CTapaTa BUIa
B LIBuKay, KbIeTO MmocenaBax cCbOpaHMATa 3a
npuyacTtue Ha II'bpkBara Ha JVcyc Xpucroc KaTo
mere. ToBa e MACTOTO, KB/IETO MIAJIOTO CTPBKYE
Ha MOETO CBU/IETENCTBO MOy4M I'bPBOTO CI
HOIXpaHBaHe.

B rasu crpaja 3a cpbpaHysA MMalle ctap
OpraH, 3aJJBIDKBaH OT Bb3[lyX. Bciaka Hefens Ha
eIVH MJIaJi MBK My Oe Bb3/IaraHo Ja IBVDKY Ha-
rope-HaJloy roIeMI JIOCT, 3a/le/ICTBall] MeX0-
BETe, 3a Ia MOXKe OPraHbT Jja CBUPU. A3 IIOHAKO-
ra ¥Max OrpOMHATa IPUBMJIETMA [ja IOMaraM B
Tas3y BaKHa 3ajjada.

JlokaTo KoHrperanuATa Ieemre o0M4aHuTe
OT HaC XMMHH, a3 IIOMIIaX C BCUYKIU CU/IM, 3a f1d
MO>Ke OPraHBT Ja He 0CTaBa 6e3 CTPyA Bb3AYX.
Or cTona cu Ha onepaTop Ha MEXOBE, a3 MIMax
qyJleCHa I7Iefika K'bM Be/IMKOJIEIHU IIPO30PLIK
CbC CTBKJIONNCH, eIMH OT KOUTO 1300pa3sABall
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Joseph Smith in the Sacred Grove.

I can still remember the sacred feelings I had
as I looked at those sunlit windows while listen-
ing to the testimonies of the Saints and singing
the hymns of Zion.

In that holy place, the Spirit of God bore
witness to my mind and heart that it was true:
Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. This is His
Church. The Prophet Joseph Smith saw God the
Father and Jesus Christ and heard Their voices.

Earlier this year, while on assignment in Eu-
rope, I had the opportunity to return to Zwickau.
Sadly, that beloved old chapel isn’t there any-
more. It was torn down many years ago to make
room for a large apartment building.

What Is Eternal, and What Is Not?

I admit that it’s sad to know that this beloved
building from my childhood is now just a mem-
ory. It was a sacred building to me. But it was just
a building.

By contrast, the spiritual witness I gained
from the Holy Ghost those many years ago has
not passed away. In fact, it has grown stronger.
The things I learned in my youth about the fun-
damental principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ
have been my firm foundation throughout my
life. The covenant connection I forged with my
Heavenly Father and His Beloved Son has stayed
with me—long after the Zwickauchapel was dis-
mantled and the stained-glass windows were lost.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away; Jesus
said, “but my words shall not pass away.”

“The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be
removed, saith the Lord”

One of the most important things we can
learn in this life is the difference between what
is eternal and what is not.Once we understand
that, everything changes—our relationships, the
choices we make, the way we treat people.

Knowing what is eternal and what is not is
key to growing a testimony of Jesus Christ and
His Church.
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Cnacurens Vcyc Xpucroc, a gpyr - JIxozed
Cwmurt B CBeljeHaTa ropMyka.

Bce omre mMora fa cu CIIoMHA KaKBJ CBellle-
HJI YyBCTBA M3INUTBAX, KaTO MOIIeKAaX KbM
TE€3U OCBETEHM OT CI'BHIIETO IIPO30PLIM, JOKATO
CITyIIaX CBUJETE/ICTBATA Ha CBETUUTE U TIeeX
xuMHUTe Ha CHOH.

Ha ToBa cBaTo macTo yxbT Boxnit cBu-
JeTeNICTBA Ha yMa U ChPLETO MM, Y€ € ICTMHA:
Vcyc Xpuctoc e Cnacurtenar Ha cseta. Tosa e
Herosara I]ppxBa. IIpopoxst Ixxo3ed Cmur e
BupAn bor Oren u Vicyc Xpuctoc u e uyn Texnu-
Te I71aCOBe.

[To-paHo Ta3u roguHa, JOKATO 05X Ha
obukonka B EBpora, 1Max Bb3MOXKHOCTTA Jla Ce
BbpHa B [IBuKay. 3a chXajneHue, Ta3n robmma
cTapa crpajia 3a cbOpaHmsA Bede He e TaM. buma
e cpbopeHa Ipefy MHOTO TOIVHI, 3a [l MOXKe
TEPEHDT Jla Ce M3II0/I3Ba 3a TO/IAMA XKIINITHA
crpana.

Koe e BeuHo u koe He e?

[IpusHaBaM, 4e MU € TBXHO, 4e Tasy Mo0u-
Ma crpajia oT IeTCTBOTO MM Beye € CaMo CIIO-
MeH. 3a MeH T4 6elre celieHa crpaja. Ho 6emre
IPOCTO Crpajia.

3a pasnnKa oT TOBa, [yXOBHOTO CBUIETEI-
CTBO, KoeTo nonyuux ot Ceetus Jlyx nmpeny Ton-
KOBa MHOTO T'OfIMHY, He € U3/IM4eHo. BcpiiHocT
TO € olle 1o-cuaHo. HeljaTa, KOMTO Hay4MX KaTo
MJIaJi 33 OCHOBHMTE IPMHIMIMN Ha EBaHrennero
Ha Vcyc Xpucroc, ca MosiTa 3[jpaBa OCHOBa IIpe3
Le/IMs MY KMBOT. 3aBeTHATa BPb3Ka, KOATO U3-
rpagux ¢ Mosi He6ecen Oren; u Herosus Bbamio-
6en CuH, ollje 5 UMa — MHOTO C/Iefi CbOapsHeTo
Ha crpajiaTa 3a cbOpanus B lIBukay u 3arybara
Ha [IPO30pIUTE CbC CTHKIONNCH.

»HebeTo 1 3eMATa Ile IpeMUHAT — Ka3Ba
Ucyc, - Ho MouTe fyMu HAMa Jja IpEeMUHAT .

»[OPM ¥ [1a M34e3HAT IIJTAHMHUTE U Ja ce
IIOMECTAT X'BJIMOBETe, Tak ModATa 6/1arocT HAMA
fia ce OTTerM OT Teb 1 3aBeThT My Ha Mup HAMa
Zia ce IpoMeHH, ka3Ba [ocrox™

EnHo oT Haji-BaKHUTE Hellla, KOUTO MOXKeM
1a Hay4yUM B TO3M )KUBOT, € Pa3/IMKaTa MEeXY
TOBA, KOETO € BEYHO U TOBa, KoeTo He e. [llom
pasbepeM TOBa, BCUYKO Ce IPOMEHs — HAINTe
B3aMIMOOTHOLIECHNS; N360pUTe, KOUTO IPaBUM;
Ha4YMHDT, 10 KOJTO Ce OTHACAME C XOparTa.

3HaHMETO 33 TOBA KO€ € BEYHO 1 KOe He € €
K/II0YDT 33 M3PACTBAHETO B CBUJIETETICTBOTO 32
Mcyc Xpucroc n Herosara L] bpkBa.
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Don't Mistake the Branches for the
Roots

The restored gospel of Jesus Christ, as the
Prophet Joseph Smith taught, “embrace[s] all,
and every item of truth”But that doesn’t mean
that all truth is of equal value. Some truths are
core, essential, at the root of our faith. Others
are appendages or branches—valuable, but only
when they are connected to the fundamentals.

The Prophet Joseph also said, “The funda-
mental principles of our religion are the testi-
mony of the Apostles and Prophets, concerning
Jesus Christ, that He died, was buried, and rose
again the third day, and ascended into heaven;
and all other things which pertain to our religion
are only appendages to it

In other words, Jesus Christ and His atoning
sacrifice are the root of our testimony. All other
things are branches.

This is not to say that the branches are unim-
portant. A tree needs branches. But as the Savior
told His disciples, “The branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine”Without a
connection to the Savior, to the nourishment
found in the roots, a branch withers and dies.

When it comes to nourishing our testimo-
nies of Jesus Christ, I wonder if we sometimes
mistake the branches for the roots. This was the
mistake Jesus observed in the Pharisees of His
day. They paid so much attention to the relative-
ly minor details of the law that they ended up
neglecting what the Savior called “the weightier
matters”—fundamental principles like “justice
and mercy and faith”

If you want to nourish a tree, you don't
splash water on the branches. You water the
roots. Similarly, if you want the branches of
your testimony to grow and bear fruit, nourish
the roots. If you are uncertain about a particu-
lar doctrine or practice or element of Church
history, seek clarity with faith in Jesus Christ.
Seek to understand His sacrifice for you, His love
for you, His will for you. Follow Him in humil-
ity. The branches of your testimony will draw
strength from your deepening faith in Heavenly
Father and His Beloved Son.
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He 6vpkatime kanoHume ¢ kopeHume

Bbscranosenoro Esanrenue na Vcyc
XpuncToc, KakTo yuu npopoksT JIxosed Cmur,
»Iper(pbia) Bcska uctuHa“. Ho ToBa He 03-
HayaBa, ye BCsAKA MCTHHA € C eflHAKBa [JeHHOCT.
HsAxon McTMHU ca OCHOBHHU, CHIIECTBEHH; TE Ca
KOPEH'BT Ha HalllaTa BsApa. [Ipyru ca KaTo npupa-
TBIY UM KJIOHM — IIEHHN) Ca, HO CaMO KOTaTo ca
CBBP3aHM C OCHOBATA, UM KOPEHa.

[Tpopox®t [I>k03ed chIo Taka KasBa:
»OCHOBHNTE NPMHIVIIN Ha HaIllaTa BApa ca
CBUJIETENICTBATA Ha allOCTOJIMTE M IIPOPOLIUTE
otHOcHO Vcyc Xpucroc 3a ToBa, ye Toit ymps, Oe
rorpe6aH U ce BANIHA OTHOBO Ha TPeTHA JieH, U
ce BB3[IUTHA B HebecaTa; 1 BCMYKY IPYTH HEllla,
KOMTO ITPMHA/JIEXAT Ha HalllaTa PeINTus, ca
CaMo JIONI'b/IHEHVIE K'BM Hero'.

C npyru gymu, Vicyc Xpucroc u Herosara
eIVTHITE/IHA KePTBa Ca KOPEH'BT Ha HAIIEeTO CBU-
IeTencTBO. Beyky pyry Hela ca ,,KJIOHM .

ToBa He 03HauaBa, ye KJIOHNUTE Ca MATOBaXK-
Hu. EfiHO IbpBO ce HyXflae oT KinoHu. Ho kakro
Cnacurenar xasa Ha CBoute yueHnum: ,,[ Ippa-
KaTa He MOXXe JIa JIafie IJIOfi OT caMo cebe CI1, aKo
He ocTaHe Ha j103aTa”. bes Bpb3ka cbc Cracu-
TesA, C HOAXPAaHBAHETO, UABAILO OT KOPEHUTE,
KJIOH'BT U3ChXBa U yMMPa.

Koraro craBa fiymMa 3a mogxpaHBaHe Ha
HaluTe CBUjeTencTBa 3a Vicyc Xpucroc, uyns ce
Jla/Iy IOHAKOTa He ObpKaMe KIIOHUTe C Kope-
Hute. ToBa 6110 3a6My>XIeHMeTO, KoeTo Vcyc
HabmonaBan npu papucente or CBOETO BpeMe.
Te oTHaBany TOMIKOBa TONAMO BHUMaHMe Ha
CPaBHUTENTHO ApeOHM TOAPOOHOCTH OT 3aKOHA,
Je HaKpas mpeHeOpersamm ToBa, Koeto Cracn-
Te/IAT Hapyya ,[I0-BaKHNUTE Hellja“ — OCHOBHUTE
IPUHLMIN KaToO ,,IPAaBOCHAMETO, MUIOCTTA U
BEpHOCTTA".

AKo 1cKarTe fla IOfIXpaHNTe JbPBO, BI€ HEe
Ip’bCcKaTe ¢ Bofja KJIIOHKTe. Bue nonmsare Kope-
Hute. [To mofo6eH HavyMH, aKO MCKaTe KJIOHNTe
Ha BalIeTO CBU/IETENCTBO Ia PACTaT U fia JaBaT
IUIOJI, TIOIXpaHBaliTe KOpeHUTe. AKO He CTe
CUTYPHM II0 OTHOIIEHVE Ha KOHKPETHO y4YeHNe,
IPaKTHKa UM €/IEMEHT OT McTopuATa Ha Il bpK-
BarTa, ThbpceTe sICHOTa ¢ BApa B Vcyc Xpucroc.
Crpemere ce ia pasbupare Herosarta xepTBa 3a
Bac, HerosaTa 0608 kbM Bac, Herosara Bona
3a Bac. Cnegsaiite o cbec cmupenne. Kmonnre Ha
BalIETO CBU/IETEICTBO 1l YePIIAT CK/Ia OT Ballla-
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For example, if you want a stronger testimo-
ny of the Book of Mormon, focus on its witness
of Jesus Christ. Notice how the Book of Mormon
testifies of Him, what it teaches about Him, and
how it invites and inspires you to come unto
Him.

If you're seeking a more meaningful expe-
rience in Church meetings or in the temple, try
looking for the Savior in the sacred ordinances
we receive there.Find the Lord in His holy house.

If you ever feel burned out or overwhelmed
by your Church calling, try refocusing your
service on Jesus Christ. Make it an expression of
your love for Him.

Nourish the roots, and the branches will
grow. And in time, they will bear fruit.

Rooted and Built Up in Him

Strong faith in Jesus Christ doesn’t hap-
pen overnight. No, in this mortal world, it’s the
thorns and thistles of doubt that grow sponta-
neously.The healthy, fruitful tree of faith requires
intentional effort.And a vital part of that effort is
making sure we are firmly rooted in Christ.

For example: At first, we may be drawn to the
Savior’s gospel and Church because we are im-
pressed by the friendly members or by the kind
bishop or the clean looks of the chapel. These
circumstances are certainly important to grow
the Church.

Nevertheless, if the roots of our testimony
never grow deeper than that, what will happen
when we move to a ward that meets in a less
impressive building, with members who aren’t
so friendly, and the bishop says something that
offends us?

Another example: Doesn’t it seem reasonable
to hope that if we keepthe commandments and
are sealed in the temple, we will be blessed with a
large, happy family with bright, obedient chil-
dren, all of whom stay active in the Church, serve
missions, sing in the ward choir, and volunteer
to help clean the meetinghouse every Saturday
morning?
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Ta 3arbnboyaBaiia ce Bsapa B Hebecuus Orer n
Herosus Bpanwoben Cun.

Hampumep, ako uckate o-CHMITHO CBUJETeN-
cTBO 3a KHnrara Ha MopMoH, 06'bpHeTe BHU-
MaHNe Kak Ts B Hacousa KbM Vcyc Xpucroc.
3abenexxere kak Kuurara na MopMoH cBupeTen-
cTBa 3a Hero, kakBo yun 3a Hero u kak B KaHU
U BIIbXHOBSABA Jja foiinere mpu Hero.

AXo McKarTe 1o-3HauMMM IPEKUBABAHNUA 10
BpeMe Ha cbOpanusTa B IIppkBara wim B xpama,
omuTarTe ce fja Tbpcute Criacuresns B CBell[eHU-
Te 0b6peny, KouTo nony4yasame TaM. Hamepere
Tocniop, B HeroBus cBAT foM.

AKo HAKOTA Ce IOYYBCTBATE M3TOIIEHN VN
MPETOBAPEHN OT CBOETO IIbPKOBHO IIPM30BaHNe,
OIINTAiTe ce a IMpeHacounTe GoKyca Ha CITyX-
6ata cu kpM Vcyc Xpucroc. Heka nsnbnnsasa-
HEeTO Ha ITPM30BaHNETO BU Ce IPEeBbPHE B 13pa3
Ha Bamrata o6ud kpm Hero.

[TogxpanBaiiTe KOpeHUTE U KJIOHUTE 1Ie
pacTar. / Hakpas 1ie mpmHecar IIof.

BkopeHeHu u Ha3ugaBaHu B8 Hezo

Cunnara Bapa B Vcyc Xpuctoc He ce no-
ny4aBa 3a euH fieH. He, B TO311 3eMeH XXMUBOT
caMo TPbHUTe U OOAWINTE Ha CbMHEHUETO ca
caMopaciALu. 3ApaBoTo, ITIOfOPONHO IHPBO Ha
BsIpaTa JMCKa Ile/ieHacodeHa pabora. V chiect-
BEHa YacT OT Ta3y paboTa e Jia ce yBepsBaMe, 4e
CMe 37IpaBO BKOpeHeH! B XpucTa.

Hanpumep: oTHauamo Moke fia cMe IIpuBJIe-
yeHV KbM EBanrenuero n IlbpkBaTa Ha Criacu-
T/, 3all[0TO CMe BIIeYaT/IeH! OT IPUATENICKA
HACTPOEHMNTE WICHOBE VI TI00e3H eNCKOTI,
VUV OT CIIPETHATHA BUJI Ha CIpajjaTa 3a cbopa-
H1A. Te3u Hellla C’bC CUTYPHOCT Ca BayKHM 32
pacrexa Ha IIbpkBaTa.

ITpu Bce TOBa, aKO KOPEHNTE Ha HAIlIETO
CBUJIETEJICTBO HMKOTA He IPOPACHAT MO-Ha/ bl
00K0, KaKBO IIIe ce C/Ty4y, KOTaTo ce IPeMeCTIM
B PailoH, KOITO ce chOMpa B II0-CKPOMHA CTpajia,
YJIeHOBeTe He ca TO/IKOBa IIPUATENICKM HacTpoe-
HI, @ eMUCKOII'BT KaXKe Hellj0, KOeTO HY 00Man?

Jpyr mpumep: He U3TTIeX A 1 IOTUYHO fla
ce HafiABaMe, Ye aKo CIa3BaMe 3alloBeIuTe U CMe
3alleyaTaHy B XpaMa, Hue e 6beM 61arocro-
BeHM C TO/IAMO, LIACTINBO CEMENICTBO C YMHU U
HOCTYIIHY JIel}a, BCUYKM OT KOMUTO Ille OCTaHaT
akTUBHM B L]bpKBarTa, 1Ije OTCIY>XKaT MUCUH,
1je TIeAT B XOpa Ha palioHa U TOOPOBOJIHO 1iie
IIOMarat 3a YMCTeHeTO Ha CrpajiaTa 3a CbOpaHus
BCAKA CbOOTA CyTpMH?
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I certainly hope that all of us will see this in
our lives. But what if it doesn’t happen? Will we
stay bound to the Savior regardless of circum-
stances—trusting Him and His timing?

We must ask ourselves: Is my testimony
based on what I hope to happen in my life? Is it
dependent on the actions or attitudes of others?
Or is it firmly founded on Jesus Christ, “rooted
and built up in him,’regardless of life’s changing
circumstances?

Traditions, Habits, and Faith

The Book of Mormon tells of a people who
“were strict in observing the ordinances of
God”But then a skeptic named Korihor came
along, mocking the Savior’s gospel, calling it the
“foolish” and “silly traditions of their fathers.”Ko-
rihor led “away the hearts of many, causing them
to lift up their heads in their wickedness.”But
others he could not deceive, because to them,
the gospel of Jesus Christ was much more than a
tradition.

Faith is strong when it has deep roots in per-
sonal experience, personal commitment to Jesus
Christ, independent of what our traditions are or
what others may say or do.

Our testimony will be tested and tried. Faith
is not faith if never tested. Faith is not strong if
never opposed. So don't despair if you have trials
of faith or unanswered questions.

We should not expect to understand every-
thing before we act. That is not faith. As Alma
taught, “Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge
of things”If we wait to act until all of our ques-
tions are answered, we severely limit the good we

can accomplish, and we limit the power of our
faith.

Faith is beautiful because it persists even
when blessings don’t come as hoped for. We can’t
see the future, we don’t know all the answers,
but we can trust Jesus Christ as we keep moving
forward and upward because He is our Savior
and Redeemer.
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CumHoO ce HafisIBaM, Y€ BCUYKU HIE 1ie
BUIJM TOBa B )K1BOTa cu. Ho kakBo 61 6mo,
ako He ce cmyun? Illle octaneM 1y CBbp3aHM CbC
Cracurens He3aBUCUMO OT 0OCTOsITeNICTBATA
- umariku foBepue B Hero u ompepieneHOTO OT
Hero Bpeme?

Tpsi6Ba fa ce 3anutame: ,,MoeTo cBUzeTEN-
CTBO OCHOBaBa /I Ce Ha TOBA, KOETO Ce Ha/[sIBaM
Ia MU Ce CITy4M B )KMBOTa? 3aBYUCK /TN OT HENCT-
BUATA VIV OTHOIIEHMETO Ha Apyrute? Vinm e
ocHOBaHo Ha Vcyc Xpucroc, ,,BKOpeHeH(0) 1
HasupaBan(o) B Hero 6e3 ornen Ha mpoMeHsi-
UTe ce 0OCTOATENCTBA B KUBOTA?

Tpaguuyuu, HaBuuu u Bapa

B Kuurara Ha MOpMOH ce pa3ka3sBa 3a
Hapojy, KOWTO e ,Tou(eH) B CHOMIOlaBaHeTO Ha
obpenute boxxnn“. Ho Torasa ce mosiBsiBa egyx
cKenTUK Ha uMe Kopuxop, KoiiTo ce mpucMmBa
Ha EBanrenmmero Ha CriacuTesnis, Hapu4aky ro
,»,0e3yMH(0)“ 1 ,,rrynaB(u) mpemanus Ha 6amyTe
uM“. Kopuxop ,,0TK/10H:B(a) chpliaTa Ha MHO-
31Ha, KaTo ¥ Kap(a) fa HaJurar I71aBy B Heyec-
tuero cu'. Ho gpyru Toit He Moxe fja 326y,
3aI0TO 3a TAX EBaHre/mmeTo e MHOTO 1moseye Ot
eflHa Tpa/iVIIIVAL.

Bsipara e cuiHa, KOorato ce KOpeHu Ibn6o-
KO B JINYHVIA OIUT, B INYHATA OT/AJIEHOCT KbM
Ucyc Xpuctoc, u He ce Biuse OT TOBa KaKBM ca
HAIIUTe TPAAMUIUM ¥ KAKBO MOXKe Jia KaXKaT VN
HAIIPaBAT APYTUTE.

HamreTo cBuzeTencTBo e 6b/ie IMoAIaraHo
Ha M3NUTaHNUA. BapaTa He e BApa, aKo HUKOTa
He e Oula usnuTBaHa. Bsapara He e cnHa, ako
HMKOTa He e Cpelllajla IPOTUBOIIOCTaBAHe. 3aTO-
Ba He ce OTYaliBaiiTe, aKO MMaTe U3IMUTAHNA Ha
BSIpaTa WM BBIIPOCK 6e3 OTTOBOP.

He 6mBa na ouaxBaMe jja pasbepeM BCUYKO,
npeny Aa geiictBaMe. ToBa He e BApa. Kakto yun
AnmMa, ,BsIpa He e [ja IMaTe ChbBBPIICHO 3HAHNUE
3a HemaTa“. AKO YaKaMe Jja ieficTBaMe 4aK Kora-
TO BCMYKUTE HY BBIIPOCY HAMEPAT OTTOBOP, Hue
CUJIHO OTpaHM4YaBaMe JOOPOTO, KOETO MOXKEM JIa
VI3BBPILVM, Y OTpaHNYaBaMe CU/IaTa Ha CBOATA
BSIpA.

Bsipara e mpekpacHa, 3aIj0TO ce 3arasBa
JIOpY KOTaTO 6/1aTOCTIOBUNTE HE MJIBAT, KAKTO
cMme ce HapaBamu. Hue He Mo>keM Ia BIDK/ja-

Me ObJIeIeTOo, He 3HaeM BCUYKM OTTOBOPH, HO
MO>KeM Ja pasuntame Ha Vicyc Xpucroc, kaTo
IpoAb/KaBaMe HaIpef U Harope, 3amoto Toit e
HammAT Crnacuren u VIskynmurer.
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Faith endures the trials and the uncertainties

of life because it is firmly rooted in Christ and
His doctrine. Jesus Christ, and our Father in
Heaven who sent Him, together constitute the
one undeviating, perfectly reliable object of our
trust.

A testimony is not something that you build
once and it stands forever. It's more like a tree
that you nourish constantly. Planting the word
of God in your heart is only the first step. Once
your testimony starts to grow, then the real work
begins! That’s when you “nourish it with great
care, that it may get root, that it may grow up,
and bring forth fruit” It takes “great diligence”
and “patience with the word.” But the Lord’s
promises are sure: “Ye shall reap the rewards of
your faith, and your diligence, and patience, and
long-suffering, waiting for the tree to bring forth
fruit unto you.”

My dear brothers and sisters, my dear
friends, there’s a part of me that misses the old
Zwickau chapel and its stained-glass windows.
But over the past 75 years, Jesus Christ has
led me on a journey through life that is more
thrilling than I could ever have imagined. He
has comforted me in my afflictions, helped me
to recognize my weaknesses, healed my spiritual
wounds, and nourished me in my growing faith.

It is my sincere prayer and blessing that we
will constantly nourish the roots of our faith in
the Savior, in His doctrine, and in His Church.
Of this I testify in the sacred name of our Savior,
our Redeemer, our Master—in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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Bsipara ycTosiBa Ha M3NUTAHMATA M HECH-
TYPHOCTTA B )KMBOTA, 3aIOTO € 3[[paBO BKO-
peHeHa B Xpucroc 1 Herosoto yuenne. Vcyc
Xpucroc n HamnAt Hebecen Orew, koiito To e
U3IPATII, 3a€HO IIPe/ICTAB/IsABAT eAMHCTBEHN-
AT HeM3MeHeH U HaI'b/IHO HafIeXKIeH 00eKT Ha
HallIeTO JOBEpue.

CBUJIETE/ICTBOTO He € Helllo, KOeTO M3TPax-
laTe Be[IH'BX U ro nMare HaBekn. [To-ckopo e
KaTo I'bpPBO, KOETO IOIXPAHBATe HEIIPEK'bCHATO.
[TocsiBaHeTO Ha ceMeTO Ha CIOBOTO boxkie BBB
BaIlleTO ChpIie € CaMo II'bpBaTa cThIKA. [llom
CBUJIETETICTBOTO BU 3aIIOYHE Jla pacTe, TOraBa
3aroyBa UCTMHCKara pabora! ToBa e MOMEHTBT,
B KOJITO BMe ,,TO IIOfIXpaH(BaTe) C TOMsAMa IPIDKa,
Je 1a MOXKe Jla XBaHe KOpeH, fja u3pacue u (...)
npuHece IWI0x . VI31cKBa ce ,,rONIAMO yebpaye”
U ,, TbpIeHye KbM c1oBoTo . Ho obemannsATa Ha
Tocnop ca curypHu: ,,Bre 1ie moxxpHeTe Harpa-
INTe 32 BApPATa CU U YCBPAMETO CU, THPIEHUETO
Y I'BITOTBPIIEHNETO CY, JOKATO CTe OYaKBa/IN
I'bPBOTO Jja BU IIPUHECE IJIOf, .

CkpIln Mo OpaTs U CeCTpM, CK'BIIV IIpUATe-
JIM, MIMa YacT OT MeH, Ha KoATo X urcBa cTapara
crpazia 3a cbb6panus B LIBuKay u HelfHUTE IPO-
3opuu cbe cTpkonucu. Ho npes nocneguute
75 ropunau Vicyc XpucToc Me BOAM Ha I'bTyBaHe
IIpe3 )KMBOTA, KOETO € MHOTO II0-BB/IHYBAILO,
OTKOJIKOTO HAKOTa CBbM CU IpeficTaBsl. Toit Me
€ yTelllaBajl B CTPaJaHUATA MU, TIOMAraj MI e
fla pa3Io3HaBaM CTabOCTHUTe CH, U3LIeNABAT €
IYXOBHUTE MU paHM U e IOIXPaHBaJI HApacTBa-
IaTa M1 BSpa.

MosTa MCKpeHa MOINUTBA 1 0/IaTOC/IOBUSA
€ HeIIPeCTaHHO Jja IOIXpaHBaMe KOpeHNTe Ha
Haurata Bsapa B Criacurens, B HeroBoto yuenue
u B Herosara IIbpkBa. CBUETeNICTBaM 3a TOBA
B CBATOTO MMe Ha HammsA Criacurert, Hamms
Mskynuten, HammA Y4yuten — B uMeTo Ha Vcyc
Xpucroc, aMH.

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



