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As we minister to the one, we invite the one to
come unto Christ and to worship in the house of
the Lord.

Sisters and brothers, thank you for your
faithful devotion in coming unto Jesus Christ
during these challenging times. You are won-
derful; you are beautiful; you are each a child of
God. It is my prayer that we will recognize the
influence of the Holy Ghost as we become and
help one another become truly devoted disciples
of Jesus Christ and feel of His joy as we worship
in the house of the Lord.

President Russell M. Nelson declared: “Now
is the time for you and for me to prepare for the
Second Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the
Christ. Now is the time for us to make our disci-
pleship our highest priority. In a world filled with
dizzying distractions, how can we do this?”

He provided the answer: “Regular worship in
the temple will help us. In the house of the Lord,
we focus on Jesus Christ. ... We come to know
Him. ...Every sincere seeker of Jesus Christ will
find Him in the temple.”

So how do we become and help one another
become devoted disciples of Jesus Christ? We
minister to the one. Ministering in the Savior’s
way involves compassion, kindness, patience,
and love without judgment. As we minister to the
one, weinvitethe one to come unto Christ and to
worship in the house of the Lord to receive of His
redeeming power. In other words, we help one
another become devoted disciples as we minister
to the one inwaysthat lead to the house of the
Lord.
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Al ministrar a cada persona en particular, la
invitamos a venir a Cristo y adorar en la Casa del
Sefior.

Hermanas y hermanos, gracias por su fiel
devocion al venir a Jesucristo en estos tiempos
dificiles. Son maravillosos y hermosos; cada
uno de ustedes es un hijo de Dios. Ruego que
reconozcamos la influencia del Espiritu Santo a
medida que llegamos a ser, y nos ayudamos unos
a otros a llegar a ser, en verdad, devotos discipu-
los de Jesucristo y a sentir Su gozo al adorar en la
Casa del Sefor.

El presidente Russell M. Nelson declaro:
“Este es el momento de que ustedes y yo nos
preparemos para la Segunda Venida de nuestro
Sefor y Salvador, Jesus el Cristo. Este es el mo-
mento de que hagamos de nuestro discipulado
nuestra maxima prioridad. En un mundo lleno
de distracciones vertiginosas, ;como podemos
hacerlo?”.

El mismo dio la respuesta: “La adoracién
regular en el templo nos ayudara. En la Casa del
Sefior nos centramos en Jesucristo [...], llegamos
a conocerlo. [...]Todo aquel que busque con sin-
ceridad a Jesucristo lo hallara en el templo”

Asi pues, ;como llegamos a ser, y nos ayuda-
mos unos a otros a llegar a ser, devotos discipulos
de Jesucristo? Ministramos a cada persona en
particular. Ministrar a la manera del Salvador
implica tener compasion, bondad y paciencia, y
amar sin juzgar. Al ministrar a cada persona en
particular, lainvitamosa venir a Cristo y adorar
en la Casa del Sefor a fin de que reciba Su poder
redentor. En otras palabras, nos ayudamos unos a
otros a llegar a ser devotos discipulos al ministrar
a cada persona demanerasque conduzcan a la
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We learn from Jesus Christ the power of
ministering to the one with love and without
judgment. You remember the Samaritan woman
at the well. This woman may have felt unimport-
ant, alone, discouraged, and unseen. She may
have felt she did not belong. Throughout her life
she had five husbands, and the man whom she
was living with was not her husband. Others may
have imposed unrighteous judgment without
knowing her life’s circumstances. This may be
one of the reasons she came to the well alone in
the hottest part of the day.And yet, she was one
of the first to whom Jesus Christ declared He was
the Messiah. To Him, this woman was a daughter
of God.

Jesus Christ taught that woman that through
Him one can receive eternal life by partaking of
thelivingwater. He declared, “Whosoever drin-
keth of the water that I shall give ... shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give ... shall be
... a well of water springing up into everlasting
life”

The woman of Samaria felt of the Savior’s
love and received a witness through the Spirit
that He is the Messiah. After this witness, she
returned to the city and invited others to come
and see, and many believed Jesus was “indeed the
Christ, the Saviour of the world”Christ min-
istered to the one with love; as a result, others
became His devoted disciples.

We learn of the power of ministering to the
one with compassion from Christ’s Apostles Pe-
ter and John. You remember a certain man, lame
from birth, lay daily at the gate of the temple
asking for money.This man may have felt unim-
portant, alone, discouraged, and unseen. He may
have felt he did not belong.

“Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have [I] give [unto] thee: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk”

Peter took the man by his right hand and
lifted him up, and the man was made whole.Im-
mediately following the miracle, the man entered
into the templewithPeter and John, “walking, and
leaping, and praising God.”Peter and John min-
istered to the one in ways that led to the house of
the Lord, and this man became Christ’s devoted
disciple.
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Casa del Sefor.

De Jesucristo aprendemos el poder de mi-
nistrar a cada persona en particular con amor
y sin juzgar. ;Recuerdan a la mujer samaritana
junto al pozo? Es posible que esa mujer se sin-
tiera insignificante, sola, desanimada e invisible.
Es posible que sintiera que no encajaba. A lo
largo de la vida habia tenido cinco maridos, y el
hombre con el que vivia no era su esposo, y otros
quizas la juzgaron injustamente sin conocer las
circunstancias de su vida. Esta podria ser una
de las razones por las que acudio sola al pozo en
las horas mas calurosas del dia. Sin embargo, fue
una de las primeras personas a las que Jesucristo
declar6 que era el Mesfas. Para El, esa mujer era
una hija de Dios.

Jesucristo le enseiié que, por medio de El,
se puede recibir la vida eterna participando del
aguaviva, y declard: “El que bebiere del agua
que yo [...] daré no tendra sed jamas, sino que
el agua que yo [...] daré sera [...] una fuente de
agua que brote para vida eterna”.

La samaritana sinti6 el amor del Salvador y
recibid, por medio del Espiritu, un testimonio de
que El era el Mesias. Después de ese testimonio,
regresé a la ciudad e invito a otras personas a
venir y ver, y muchos creyeron que Jesus “verda-
deramente [...] e[ra] el Salvador del mundo, el
Cristo”. Cristo ministré con amor a cada persona
en particular y, por ello, otros llegaron a ser Sus
devotos discipulos.

De Pedro y Juan, los apdstoles de Cristo,
aprendemos acerca del poder de ministrar a cada
persona con compasion. s Recuerdan al hombre
cojo de nacimiento a quien todos los dias ponian
a la puerta del templo a pedir dinero? Es posible
que ese hombre se sintiera insignificante, solo,
desanimado e invisible. Es posible que sintiera
que no encajaba.

“Y Pedro dijo: No tengo plata ni oro, mas lo
que tengo te doy: En el nombre de Jesucristo de
Nazaret, jlevantate y anda!”.

Pedro tom¢ al hombre de la mano dere-
cha y lo levanto, y el hombre fue sanado. Justo
después de aquel milagro, el hombre entré en el
temploconPedro y Juan, “andando, y saltando y
alabando a Dios”. Pedro y Juan ministraron a esa
persona en particular de maneras que conducian
a la Casa del Seor, y ese hombre lleg6 a ser un
devoto discipulo de Cristo.
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My friends, there have been moments in
my life when I too have felt unimportant, alone,
discouraged, and unseen. I have felt as if I did not
belong. I was baptized and confirmed a member
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
when I was 19 years old. One year later, I ac-
cepted the call to serve as a full-time missionary,
but there was much I had not yet learned about
Church history.

Early in my missionary service, I learned that
there was a period when those of Black African
descent were not allowed to enjoyallof the bless-
ings of worshipping in the house of the Lord.
Learning this for the first time brought feelings of
anger, confusion, doubt, and fear. These feelings
were so intense that my ability to recognize the
Holy Ghost was lost for a season.

Fortunately, I had a wonderful missionary
companion, Kevin Vick, who ministered to me
with love, patience, and kindness. Each night as
he witnessed my feelings of doubt and uncer-
tainty, he would simply say to the younger Elder
Johnson, “I love you.” After about two weeks, I
allowed myself to feel of Kevin’s love. I gained
the courage to pray to Heavenly Father in the
name of Jesus Christ. As I prayed, I was drawn to
section 6 of the Doctrine and Covenants,verses
21-23, which states:

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
... I'am the light which shineth in darkness. ...

“... Cast your mind upon the night that you
cried unto me in your heart, that you might
know concerning the truth of these things.

“Did I not speak peace to your mind con-
cerning the matter? What greater witness can you
have than from God?”

AsIread, I remembered. I remembered the
day that I had fasted and prayed to know that the
Book of Mormon is the word of God and that
Joseph Smith is the Prophet of the Restoration.
I remembered covenants made in the house
of the Lord that connect me to Jesus Christ in
such a personal and intimate way. I felt of the
Savior’s love, His mercy, and His assurance that
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
is His kingdom upon the earth and is necessary
to prepare us for His Second Coming. Because
I remembered, I again was able to recognize the
Holy Ghost and to understand more fully that
Jesus is the Christ and I am His disciple.

At times we will have unanswered questions
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Amigos mios, ha habido momentos en mi
vida en los que también me he sentido insigni-
ficante, solo, desanimado e invisible. He sentido
que no encajaba. Fui bautizado y confirmado
miembro de La Iglesia de Jesucristo de los Santos
de los Ultimos Dias cuando tenia diecinueve
afios. Un ano después, acepté el llamamiento a
servir como misionero de tiempo completo, pero
atn no habia aprendido muchas cosas sobre la
historia de la Iglesia.

Al principio de mi servicio misional, descu-
bri que hubo un tiempo en el que a las personas
de ascendencia africana negra no se les permitié
disfrutar detodaslas bendiciones de la adoracion
en la Casa del Sefior. Enterarme de aquello me
produjo sentimientos de enojo, confusion, duda
y temor tan intensos que, por un tiempo, perdi la
capacidad de reconocer el Espiritu Santo.

Afortunadamente, tuve un maravilloso com-
pafiero de mision, Kevin Vick, quien me ministr6
con amor, paciencia y bondad. Cada noche, al
verme sentir dudas e incertidumbre, le decia sim-
plemente a aquel joven élder Johnson: “Lo amo”
Después de unas dos semanas, me permiti sentir
el amor de Kevin y me armé de valor para orar
a un Padre Celestial en el nombre de Jesucristo.
Al orar, senti la impresion de leer la seccion 6 de
Doctrina y Convenios, losversiculos 21 a 23, en
los que se dice:

“He aqui, soy Jesucristo, el Hijo de Dios. [...]
Soy la luz que brilla en las tinieblas [...].

“Piensa en la noche en que me imploraste en
tu corazon, a fin de saber tocante a la verdad de
estas cosas.

“No hablé paz a tu mente en cuanto al asun-
to? ;Qué mayor testimonio puedes tener que de
Dios?”.

Al leer, recordé. Recordé el dia en que ayuné
y oré para saber que el Libro de Mormén es la
palabra de Dios y que José Smith es el profeta de
la Restauracion. Recordé los convenios que habia
hecho en la Casa del Sefior y que me conectan
con Jesucristo de una manera tan personal e in-
tima. Senti el amor del Salvador, Su misericordia
y Su confirmacion de que La Iglesia de Jesucristo
de los Santos de los Ultimos Dias es Su reino so-
bre la tierra, y que es necesaria para prepararnos
para Su Segunda Venida. Gracias a que recordé,
pude volver a reconocer el Espiritu Santo y com-
prender mas plenamente que Jesus es el Cristo y
que soy Su discipulo.

A veces tendremos preguntas sin respuesta
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and feelings of being unimportant, discouraged,
alone, and unseen. However, my friends, we
must press forward with faith in Jesus Christ and
remember His words:

“Let not your heart be troubled.”

“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be
of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

I am a witness to this reality and of the Sav-
ior’s promised blessing.

So what can we do to ensure our minis-
tering to the one in the Savior’s way is most
effective?Livingthe doctrine of Christ will help
us.“Living the doctrine of Christ,” as President
Nelson described, “can produce the most power-
tul virtuous cycle, creating spiritual momentum
in our lives.

“As we strive to live the higher laws of Jesus
Christ, ... the Saviorliftsus above the pull of this
fallen world by blessing us with greater charity,
humility, generosity, kindness, self-discipline,
peace, andrest.”

“[This spiritual] momentum produced byliv-
ingthe doctrine of Christ,” Elder Dale G. Renlund
explains, “not only powers the transformation
of our divine nature into our eternal destiny but
also motivates us to help [to minister to] others
in appropriate ways.” Elder Renlund reminds
us that “the Savior’s job is to heal [to make us
whole]. Our job is to love—to love and minis-
ter in such a way that others are drawn to Jesus
Christ”

Our ability tolivethe doctrine of Christ
will be enhanced by daily studying the Book
of Mormon and weekly partaking of the sacra-
ment. President Nelson declared that the Book of
Mormon “teaches the doctrine of Christ ... [and]
provides the fullest and [clearest] understanding
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ to be found
anywhere.’I love this book. And prayerfully par-
taking of the sacrament each week will increase
our understanding of the Atonement of Jesus
Christ and provide spiritual renewal, comfort,
and the power of godliness in our lives. Remem-
ber, “in the ordinances [of the priesthood], the
power of godliness is manifest,’and this power,
which comes from Jesus Christ, strengthens our
desire and our ability to minister to the one.

My study of the Book of Mormon and par-
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y nos sentiremos insignificantes, solos desani-
mados e invisibles; sin embargo, amigos mios,
debemos seguir adelante con fe en Jesucristo y
recordar Sus palabras:

“No se turbe vuestro corazén”

“En el mundo tendréis afliccion. Pero con-
fiad; yo he vencido al mundo”.

Soy testigo de esta realidad y de la bendicién
que el Salvador prometio.

Entonces, ;qué podemos hacer para asegu-
rarnos de ministrar a cada persona en particular,
a la manera del Salvador, con la maxima efica-
cia?Vivirla doctrina de Cristo nos ayudara. “Vivir
la doctrina de Cristo”, como describi6 el presi-
dente Nelson, “puede producir el ciclo virtuoso
mas poderoso, generando impetu espiritual en
nuestra vida.

“A medida que nos esforzamos por vivir las
leyes mayores de Jesucristo, [...] a fin deelevar-
nospor encima de la atraccion de este mundo
caido, el Salvador nos bendice con mas caridad,
humildad, generosidad, bondad, autodisciplina,
paz ydescanso”.

“[Este] impetu [espiritual] que produce
elvivirla doctrina de Cristo”, explica el élder Dale
G. Renlund, "no solo alimenta la transformacién
de nuestra naturaleza divina en nuestro destino
eterno, sino que también nos motiva a ayudar [a
ministrar] a los demas de maneras apropiadas”
El élder Renlund nos recuerda que “la labor del
Salvador es sanar[nos]. Nuestra labor es amar,
amar y ministrar de tal manera que los demas
sean atraidos a Jesucristo”.

Nuestra capacidad paravivirla doctrina de
Cristo se vera realzada por el estudio diario del
Libro de Mormon y la participacion semanal de
la Santa Cena. El presidente Nelson declaré que
el Libro de Mormon “ensena la doctrina de Cris-
to [...] [y] brinda el entendimiento mas pleno y
[claro] acerca de la Expiacion de Jesucristo que
se pueda encontrar”. Me encanta este libro. Y el
participar cada semana de la Santa Cena, con
espiritu de oracion, aumentard nuestra com-
prension de la Expiacion de Jesucristo y aportara
renovacion espiritual, consuelo y el poder de la
divinidad en nuestra vida. Recuerden que “en
[las] ordenanzas [del sacerdocio] se manifiesta
el poder de la divinidad”, y que este poder que
proviene de Jesucristo fortalece nuestro deseo y
nuestra capacidad para ministrar a cada persona
en particular.

Mi estudio del Libro de Mormén vy el partici-
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taking of the sacrament minimizes feelings of
discouragement, escalates my determination to
minister to the one in the Savior’s way, and helps
make discipleship my highest priority.

My friends, I promise that as welivethe doc-
trine of Christ and minister to the one in ways
that lead to the house of the Lord, we will press
forward with faith in Jesus Christ even amid
unanswered questions and feelings of being un-
important, alone, discouraged, and unseen. We
will invite the one to come unto Jesus Christ and
to worship in the house of the Lord to receive of
His redeeming power and love. In the house of
the Lord, we will “feel [the Savior’s] mercy. [We]

will find answers to [our] most vexing questions.

[And we] will better comprehend the joy of His
gospel”’In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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par de la Santa Cena disminuyen los sentimien-
tos de desdnimo, intensifican mi determinacién
de ministrar a cada persona a la manera del
Salvador y me ayudan a hacer del discipulado mi
mayor prioridad.

Amigos mios, les prometo que, alvivirla
doctrina de Cristo y ministrar a cada persona
de maneras que conduzcan a la Casa del Seiior,
seguiremos adelante con fe en Jesucristo, aunque
tengamos preguntas sin respuesta o nos sintamos
insignificantes, solos, desanimados e invisibles.
Invitaremos a cada persona a venir a Jesucristo
y adorar en la Casa del Sefior para que reciba Su
poder redentor y Su amor. En la Casa del Sefor,
“sentir[emos] [la] misericordia [del Salvador],
encontrar[emos] respuestas a [nuestras] pre-
guntas mas inquietantes y comprender[emos]
mejor el gozo de Su Evangelio”. En el nombre de
Jesucristo. Amén.
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