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Every son or daughter of God can gain a deeper,
firmer, and surer knowledge for themselves.

My dear brothers and sisters, lately I have
been reflecting on three powerful truths from the
Restoration. These truths have profoundly bless-
ed my life. Today, I would like to share with you
how these truths have guided me on my journey
towarda sure witnessof the gospel of Jesus Christ.

1. God Is Our Loving Heavenly Father

He is omniscient and omnipotent. Through
the Light of Christ and the ministration of the
Holy Ghost, His influence is everywhere.It is in
His nature to bless us.

He sees our past, present, and eternal destiny.
Nothing can be hidden from Him.

President Russell M. Nelson’s invitation to
“think celestial” encourages us to emulate our
Heavenly Father’s vision and nature.

Because of His divine attributes, our Heaven-
ly Father gives us every good gift, each with His
eternal perspective and vision in mind.

2. Agency Is the Gift to Choose and Act
for Ourselves

It is also the responsibility to choose well.

Jesus Christ paid the ultimate price for that
privilege with His precious blood.

Sometimes we might believe that agency
means doing whatever we want. But the fact that
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Fiecare fiu sau fiicd a lui Dumnezeu poate dobdn-
di pentru sine o cunoastere mai profundd, mai
ferma si mai sigurd.

Dragii mei frati si dragile mele surori, in
ultima vreme am cugetat asupra a trei adevaruri
puternice ale restaurarii. Aceste adevaruri mi-au
binecuvantat profund viata. Astazi, as dori sd va
impartasesc cum m-au indrumat aceste adeva-
ruri in caldtoria mea catreo marturie sigurades-
pre Evanghelia lui Isus Hristos.

1. Dumnezeu este Tatal nostru Ceresc
iubitor.

El este atotstiutor si atotputernic. Prin lumi-
na lui Hristos si slujirea Duhului Sfant, influenta
Sa este pretutindeni.Este in firea Sa sd ne binecu-
vanteze.

El vede trecutul, prezentul si destinul nostru
etern.Nimic nu poate fi ascuns de EL

Invitatia presedintelui Russell M. Nelson de
a ,,[gandi] din perspectiva celestiald” ne incura-
jeaza sa urmam viziunea si firea Tatalui nostru
Ceresc.

Datorita atributelor Sale divine, Tatal nostru
Ceresc ne ofera toate darurile bune, fiecare avand
in vedere perspectiva si viziunea Sa eterne.

2. Libertatea de a alege este darul de a
alege si de a actiona pentru noiinsine.

Este, de asemenea, responsabilitatea de a
alege bine.

Isus Hristos a platit pretul suprem pentru
acest privilegiu cu sangele Sau pretios.

Uneori, putem crede ca libertatea de a alege
inseamna sa facem orice dorim. Dar faptul cd
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the price was paidmeans agency is a sacred gift.

We are agents, and agents are responsible
for something. In this case, we are responsible
for the choices we make based on the knowledge
we have and the gifts we are given. We cannot
make a choice without being responsible for the
consequences.

Why do we have agency?

To choose good.

To choose Christ.

To choose eternal life—again and again.

3. Our Testimony Comes Through the
Power of the Holy Ghost

A witness from the Holy Ghost is greater
than sight.He is the preeminent witness of the
Father and the Son.President Nelson taught,

“In coming days, it will not be possible to sur-
vive spiritually without the guiding, directing,
comforting, and constant influence of the Holy
Ghost”

Brothers and sisters, this is why we each need
the power of the Holy Ghost today.

A testimony through the Holy Ghost can
come in many ways. Like a light bulb in a dark
room, it can come on dramatically and suddenly.
It can come like the sunrise gradually and over
time. It can come like rays of light, intermittent
exposure to pure intelligence. Whatever the way;,
it comes through the Holy Ghost.

Finding Testimony in Jamaica

I grew up in beautiful Jamaica; it was fun
and wonderful. However, when I started high
school, some classmates and friends could not
understand my decision to be a member of the
Church of Jesus Christ. “How could you join
that church?” they would ask. “How could you
believe that story?”—referring to the First Vision.
“How could you read that book?”—referring
to the Book of Mormon. “Do you really believe
all that?” And “Why are you wasting your life
away?”

It was painful, especially when it came from
people I cared about.

But what they didn’t know was this: I had an
experience with the Holy Ghost. As that testimo-
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pretul a fost plititinseamna ca libertatea de a
alege este un dar sacru.

Suntem liberi sd actiondm, iar a fi liberi sd
actionam inseamnd ca suntem responsabili de
ceva. In acest caz, suntem responsabili pentru
alegerile pe care le facem bazdndu-ne pe cunoas-
terea pe care o avem si darurile care ne-au fost
date. Nu putem face o alegere fara sa fim respon-
sabili pentru consecinte.

De ce avem libertatea de a alege?

Pentru a alege binele.

Pentru a-L alege pe Hristos.

Pentru a alege viata eterna — din nou si din
nou.

3. Marturia noastra vine prin puterea
Duhului Sfant.

Marturia de la Duhul Sfant este mai presus
de ceea ce vedem.El este principalul martor des-
pre Tatal si Fiul.Presedintele Nelson ne-a invitat:
,In zilele care vor veni, nu va fi posibil sa supra-
vietuim spiritual fara influenta indrumétoare,
conducitoare, alinatoare si constant a Duhului
Sfant”.

Dragi frati si surori, acesta este motivul
pentru care fiecare dintre noi are nevoie astazi de
puterea Duhului Sfant.

O marturie prin intermediul Duhului Sfant
poate veni in multe moduri. Poate veni in mod
spectaculos si brusc, ca un bec intr-o camera in-
tunecata. Poate veni ca rasaritul soarelui, treptat
si cu timpul. Poate veni ca razele de lumina, prin
expunerea intermitenta la inteligenta pura.Orica-
re ar fi calea, vine prin Duhul Sfant.

Gasirea marturiei in Jamaica

Am crescut in frumoasa Jamaica. A fost
distractiv si minunat. Cu toate acestea, cind am
inceput liceul, unii colegi de clasa si prieteni nu
au putut intelege hotararea mea de a fi membru
al Bisericii lui Isus Hristos. ,,Cum ai putut sa te
alaturi acelei biserici?”, intrebau ei. ,Cum ai putut
sd crezi povestea aceea?” — referindu-se la Prima
Viziune. ,Cum ai putut sa citesti acea carte?” —
referindu-se la Cartea lui Mormon. ,,Chiar crezi
toate acestea?” si ,,De ce iti irosesti viata?”.

A fost dureros, mai ales cAnd a venit de la
oameni la care tineam.

Dar ceea ce ei nu stiau era urmétorul lucru:
trdisem o experientd legatd de Duhul Sfant. Pe
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ny filled my heart, it dulled the pain of days, and
“for one brief moment, heaven’s view [appeared]
before my gaze”

Perhaps you have been asked some of these
questions. Perhaps even now you are being bom-
barded as I was.

The gift and witness of the Holy Ghost are
available to everyone.

Jamaica is to me like Palmyra was to Joseph
Smith. It is my Sacred Grove. I do not know the
exact spot where Joseph knelt to pray in the Sa-
cred Grove, but I know exactly where I was when
my Sacred Grove became a reality. It happened
at Four Grove Road, Mandeville, Jamaica, in my
bathroom, at 6:00 a.m. on a Wednesday three
years after my baptism. This sacred experience
happened because two weeks earlier an inspired
sister missionary invited me to read the Book of
Mormon. Sister Audrey Krauss is attending this
conference today with her family, and I forever
love her.

That experience changed me.

Brothers and sisters, a testimony is not given
for temporary use. This gift from our loving
Heavenly Father is meant to be eternal because
the giver is eternal. A testimony should not have
an expiration date. It should not weaken or di-
minish because something in my life has changed
or something in the world has changed. It should
get stronger because, like the servant’s talents in
the parable of the talents, my personal testimony
is a gift to be multiplied—not buried.

Looking back on those difficult days of
testing and persecution that I went through as
a child has helped me get to the place wherel
now know for myself. I not only believe, hope, or
trust, even though these are significant particles
of faith on the pathway to asure witness. I com-
mend you for making your own way by asking
questions, studying, praying, fasting, and pon-
dering. Please don't stop. It is worth every effort
to pursue this path to testimony. Who or what
will you allow to take that away? “What greater
witness can you have than from God?”

Every son or daughter of God can gain a
deeper, firmer, and surer knowledge for them-
selves. Like Joseph Smith, who affirmed his
testimony despite opposition, we can boldly say,
“I knew it, and I knew that God knew it, and I
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masura ce acea marturie mi-a umplut inima, ea a
potolit durerea zilelor si, ,,timp de-o clipd, cerul,
sus, ca rajul [imi parea]”

Poate ca vi s-au adresat unele dintre aceste
intrebari. Poate ca si acum sunteti bombardati
asa cum am fost eu.

Darul si mérturia Duhului Sfant sunt dispo-
nibile tuturor.

Jamaica este pentru mine asa cum a fost
Palmyra pentru Joseph Smith. Este dumbrava
mea sacrd. Nu stiu locul exact in care Joseph a
ingenuncheat sa se roage in Dumbrava Sacra, dar
stiu exact unde am fost eu cand dumbrava mea
sacra a devenit realitate. S-a intimplat pe strada
Four Grove, Mandeville, Jamaica, in baia mea, la
ora 6:00 dimineata, intr-o zi de miercuri, la trei
ani dupd botezul meu. Aceasta experienta sacrd
a avut loc deoarece, cu doua saptamani inainte,
0 sora misionara inspirata m-a invitat sa citesc
Cartea lui Mormon. Sora Audrey Krauss par-
ticipd astdzi la aceasta conferintd impreund cu
familia dansei si o voi iubi pentru totdeauna.

Acea experientd m-a schimbat.

Dragi frati si surori, o marturie nu este data
pentru a fi folosita temporar. Acest dar de la
Tatal nostru Ceresc iubitor este menit sé fie etern
deoarece Acela care il oferd este etern.O marturie
nu trebuie sd aiba o datd de expirare. Nu trebuie
sa sldbeasca sau sa se diminueze pentru cé ceva
din viata mea s-a schimbat sau ceva din lume
s-a schimbat. Ea trebuie sd devind mai puternica
deoarece, asemenea talantilor slujitorului din
pilda talantilor, marturia mea personala este un
dar care trebuie marit — nu ingropat.

Acele zile dificile de incercare si persecutie
prin care am trecut cdnd eram copil m-au ajutat
sa ajung in punctul de asti eu insumi. Nu doar
cred, sper sau am incredere, chiar daca acestea
sunt particule importante de credintd pe calea
catre omdrturie sigura. Va felicit pentru ca v-ati
croit propriul drum adresind intrebari, studiind,
rugandu-va, postind si cugetand. Va rog sa nu va
opriti. Meritd orice efort pentru a urma aceasta
cale spre marturie. Cérei persoane sau carui lu-
cru ii veti permite sa vd ia aceasta? ,,Ce marturie
mai mare decat aceea de la Dumnezeu [puteti]
avea?”

Fiecare fiu sau fiica a lui Dumnezeu poate
dobéndi pentru sine o cunoastere mai profunda,
mai fermd si mai sigurd. Asemenea lui Joseph
Smith, care si-a impartasit marturia in pofida
opozitiei, putem spune cu indrazneala: ,,Stiam
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could not deny it, neither dared I do it”

My dear brothers and sisters, let the small
seedling of testimony work in you until it springs
up to an everlastinglyglorious sure knowledge.

If you are a baptized and confirmed member
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
but still struggle with “T am not sure if I know;’
please remember this promise in the sacrament
prayer: “That they may always have his Spirit to
be with them”Because of this promise, each of
us can pursue the path to testimonyand a sure
knowledge.

Take Charge of Your Testimony

Now here is a grand truth: In whatever way
a testimony is given—whether it is distilled like
the sunrise or comes in a glorious vision—it still
requires achoiceto receive this precious gift.

Saying “I choose to believe” makes it easier to
receive a witness from God. If we find our testi-
mony weakening, remember that it is the choices
we make that diminish the power of the testimo-
ny. But the testimony has not gone anywhere. We
just need to choose to reconnect with it.

Choosing to believe is a wise and powerful
way to use our agency.

I cannot see a better way to use my agency
than in defense of my testimony.

President Nelson taught: “I plead with you to
take charge of your testimony. Work for it. Own
it. Care for it. Nurture it so that it will grow. Feed
it truth”

To me, the wordstake charge, work, care,
own, nurture,andfeedsound like anagentgiven
stewardship for something precious and import-
ant.

In the early Church, Parley P. Pratt felt
disgruntled with the Prophet Joseph Smith
andchoseto criticize him and the Church. When
John Taylor, whom Parley taught the gospel,
came to town, Parley took him aside and warned
him not to follow Joseph. John Taylor said to
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aceasta si stiam ca Dumnezeu stie aceasta si
n-am putut sa o neg, nici sa indraznesc sa fac
acest lucru”

Dragii mei frati si dragile mele surori, lasati
mica sdmantd a marturiei sd lucreze in dumnea-
voastrd pana cand va da nastere uneicunoasteri
nepieritoare, sigure si glorioase.

Daca sunteti membri botezati si confirmati ai
Bisericii lui Isus Hristos a Sfintilor din Zilele din
Urma, dar inca intAmpinati dificultati, spunand:
»Nu sunt sigur daca stiu’, va rog sa va amintiti
aceasta promisiune din rugaciunea de la impar-
tdsanie: ,,Pentru ca ei sd poatd avea totdeauna
Spiritul Sau cu ei”. Datoritd acestei promisiuni,
fiecare dintre noi poate merge pe calea catre mar-
turiesi o cunoastere sigura.

Preluati controlul asupra marturiei
dumneavoastra

Iata un adevar important: Indiferent de
modul in care este data o marturie - fie ca este
oferitd treptat precum rasare soarele, fie ca vine
sub forma unei viziuni glorioase - tot este nece-
saraalegereade a primi acest dar pretios.

Spunand ,,Eu aleg sa cred” este mai usor sa
primim o marturie de la Dumnezeu. Daca des-
coperim ca marturia noastra slabeste, aduceti-va
aminte ca alegerile pe care le facem sunt cele care
diminueazd puterea marturiei. Dar mérturia nu
a dispdrut nicdieri. Trebuie doar sa alegem sé ne
reconectam la ea.

A alege sa credem este un mod intelept si
puternic de a ne folosi libertatea de a alege.

Eu nu vdd un mod mai bun de a-mi folosi
libertatea de a alege decét acela de a-mi apara
marturia.

Presedintele Nelson ne-a invatat: ,Va implor
sa preluati controlul asupra marturiei [dumnea-
voastra]. Lucrati pentru a o obtine. Asumati-va
responsabilitatea. Ingrijiti-va de ea. Hraniti-o,
astfel incat sa creascd. Hréniti-o cu adevar”.

Pentru mine, cuvintelepreluati controlul,
lucrati, asumati-va responsabilitatea, ingr-
jiti-vasihranitima fac sa ma gandesc la opersoana
libera sa aleagacareia i s-a dat in administrare
ceva pretios si important.

La inceputurile Bisericii, Parley P. Pratt a fost
nemultumit de profetul Joseph Smith sia alessa-1
critice pe el si Biserica. Cand John Taylor, caruia
Parley ii propovaduise Evanghelia, a venit in
oras, Parley l-a luat deoparte si l-a avertizat sa
nu-1 urmeze pe Joseph. John Taylor i-a spus lui
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Parley:

“Before you left Canada, you bore a strong
testimony to Joseph Smith being a prophet of
God, ... and you said you knew these things by
revelation and the gift of the Holy Ghost.

“... I now have the same testimony that you
then rejoiced in. If the work was true six months
ago, it is true today. If Joseph Smith was then a
prophet, he is now a prophet.”

I testify that Joseph Smith was a prophet of
God and that the prophetic mantle he received
continues today. Jesus Christ directs this work.

I invite you to think about your path toa
sure witnessof Jesus Christ and His gospel. Take
charge of your testimony; use your agency wisely
and acknowledge the giver and all His glorious
attributes. I bear witness that the power is within
you. No one can choose for you. No one can take
this gift away. You canchoose to believe.

I promise that as you do this, your testimony
will be a “well of living water, springing up unto
everlasting life’It will be ananchorand amo-
tivator, and it willsustainyou through difficult
times. It willenableyou to develop spiritual gifts.
It willhelpyou in your personal ministry and
service. It will be aweaponagainst Satan and your
adversaries. Your testimony will be ajoyas you see
it replicated in your children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren and in those you love and
serve. It will bepowerfulwhen you share it and
use it to testify.

If you know, you know. I know that I know.
We need moresure witnessesof Jesus Christ and
His gospel.Get there! Seek it! It is urgent! This is
the final dispensation—the dispensation of the
fulness of times.

Jesus Christ declared this truth: “Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away.’

Brothers and sisters, a testimony of Jesus
Christ was never meant to be a temporary gift.
Nothing about it is temporary—not the giver,
not the gift itself, not the deliverer of the gift,
not who the gift is about. May your testimony
be described in this same way. Though “heaven
and earth shall pass away,” your testimony and
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Parley:

»Inainte de a pleca din Canada, ai depus o
marturie puternica despre faptul ci Joseph Smith
este un profet al lui Dumnezeu si ai spus cd stii
aceste lucruri prin revelatie si prin darul Duhului
Sfant...

Acum am aceeasi marturie de care te-ai bu-
curat tu atunci. Daca lucrarea era adevérata acum
sase luni, este adevarata si astdzi. Dacd Joseph
Smith a fost atunci profet, este si acum profet”

Depun marturie ca Joseph Smith a fost profet
al lui Dumnezeu si cd mantia profeticd pe care el
a primit-o continua astdzi. Isus Hristos conduce
aceasta lucrare.

Vi invit sa va ganditi la calea dumneavoas-
tra pentru a dobandio marturie siguradespre
Isus Hristos si Evanghelia Sa. Preluati controlul
asupra marturiei dumneavoastra; folositi-va
libertatea de a alege in mod intelept si recunoas-
teti meritele Celui care ofera si toate atributele
Sale glorioase. Depun marturie ca puterea este in
dumneavoastra. Nimeni nu poate alege pentru
dumneavoastrd. Nimeni nu va poate lua acest
dar. Putetialege sa credeti.

Va promit cd, pe masura ce veti face aceasta,
marturia dumneavoastrad va fi un ,,izvor de apa
vie, tdsnind in viata nepieritoare”. Va fi oancora,
va vamotivasi va vasustinein momentele gre-
le. Vé vaajutasd dezvoltati daruri spirituale. Va
vaajutain slujirea si pastorirea dumneavoastra
personala. Va fi oarmaimpotriva lui Satana si a
adversarilor dumneavoastra. Marturia dumnea-
voastrd va fi obucuriepe masurd ce o veti vedea
si la copiii, nepotii si stranepotii dumneavoastra
sila cei pe care ii iubiti si cdrora le slujiti. Va
fiputernicacand o veti impartasi si folosi pentru a
depune marturie.

Daca aveti o marturie, stiti aceasta. Eu stiu ca
stiu. Avem nevoie de maimulti martori siguriai
lui Isus Hristos si ai Evangheliei Sale.Obtineti-o!
Cautati-o! Este urgent! Aceasta este ultima dis-
pensatie — dispensatia plenitudinii timpurilor.

Isus Hristos a declarat acest adevar: ,,Cerul
si pdméntul vor trece, dar cuvintele Mele nu vor
trece”.

Dragi frati si surori, o marturie despre Isus
Hristos nu a fost niciodatd menita sa fie un dar
temporar. Nimic in legdturd cu aceasta nu este
temporar — nu cel care o ofera, nu darul in sine,
nu cel care aduce darul, nu despre cine este darul.
Fie ca marturia dumneavoastra sa fie descrisd in
acelasi mod! Desi ,,cerul si pimantul vor trece”,
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witness of the gospel of Jesus Christ willnotpass marturia dumneavoastra despre Evanghelia lui
away. Now is the time to lay hold on this pre- Isus Hristosnuva trece. Acum este momentul
cious gift.In the name of Jesus Christ, amen. sa obtineti acest dar pretios.In numele lui Isus

Hristos, amin.
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