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As we minister to the one, we invite the one to
come unto Christ and to worship in the house of
the Lord.

Sisters and brothers, thank you for your
faithful devotion in coming unto Jesus Christ
during these challenging times. You are won-
derful; you are beautiful; you are each a child of
God. It is my prayer that we will recognize the
influence of the Holy Ghost as we become and
help one another become truly devoted disciples
of Jesus Christ and feel of His joy as we worship
in the house of the Lord.

President Russell M. Nelson declared: “Now
is the time for you and for me to prepare for the
Second Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the
Christ. Now is the time for us to make our disci-
pleship our highest priority. In a world filled with
dizzying distractions, how can we do this?”

He provided the answer: “Regular worship in
the temple will help us. In the house of the Lord,
we focus on Jesus Christ. ... We come to know
Him. ...Every sincere seeker of Jesus Christ will
find Him in the temple.”

So how do we become and help one another
become devoted disciples of Jesus Christ? We
minister to the one. Ministering in the Savior’s
way involves compassion, kindness, patience,
and love without judgment. As we minister to the
one, weinvitethe one to come unto Christ and to
worship in the house of the Lord to receive of His
redeeming power. In other words, we help one
another become devoted disciples as we minister
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Pe masuri ce il pastorim pe cel aflat la nevoie, il
invitam sd vind la Isus Hristos si sd preasldveascd
in casa Domnului.

Dragi surori si frati, vd multumesc pentru
devotamentul dumneavoastra plin de credinté
in a veni la Isus Hristos in aceste vremuri pline
de incercari. Sunteti minunati, sunteti frumosi,
fiecare dintre dumneavoastra este un copil al
lui Dumnezeu. Rugaciunea mea este ca noi sa
recunoastem influenta Duhului Sfant pe masura
ce devenim si ne ajutam reciproc sd devenim
ucenici devotati ai lui Isus Hristos si sd simtim
bucuria Sa cind preasldavim in casa Domnului.

Presedintele Russell M. Nelson a declarat:
»Acum este timpul in care dumneavoastra si
cu mine sa ne pregatim pentru a Doua Venire a
Domnului si Salvatorului nostru, Isus Hristos.
Acum este timpul in care trebuie sa facem din
ucenicia noastrd cea mai mare prioritate. Intr-o
lume plina de distrageri ametitoare, cum putem
face acest lucru?”.

Dansul ne-a oferit rdspunsul: ,,Preaslavirea
cu regularitate in templu ne va ajuta. In casa
Domnului, ne concentrdm asupra lui Isus Hris-
tos... Ajungem sa-L cunoastem...Fiecare persoa-
ni care Il cautd sincer pe Isus Hristos Il va gisi in
templu”

Deci, cum devenim si cum ne ajutim
reciproc sa devenim ucenici devotati ai lui Isus
Hristos? Il pastorim pe cel aflat la nevoie. Pas-
torirea in modul Salvatorului implica dragoste
fard a judeca pe cineva, compasiune, bunatate si
rabdare. Pe masura ce il pastorim pe cel aflat la
nevoie, ilinvitimsa vina la Hristos si sd preasla-
veascd in casa Domnului pentru a primi puterea
Sa ispasitoare. Cu alte cuvinte, ne ajutam reci-
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to the one inwaysthat lead to the house of the
Lord.

We learn from Jesus Christ the power of
ministering to the one with love and without
judgment. You remember the Samaritan woman
at the well. This woman may have felt unimport-
ant, alone, discouraged, and unseen. She may
have felt she did not belong. Throughout her life
she had five husbands, and the man whom she
was living with was not her husband. Others may
have imposed unrighteous judgment without
knowing her life’s circumstances. This may be
one of the reasons she came to the well alone in
the hottest part of the day.And yet, she was one
of the first to whom Jesus Christ declared He was
the Messiah. To Him, this woman was a daughter
of God.

Jesus Christ taught that woman that through
Him one can receive eternal life by partaking of
thelivingwater. He declared, “Whosoever drin-
keth of the water that I shall give ... shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give ... shall be
... a well of water springing up into everlasting
life”

The woman of Samaria felt of the Savior’s
love and received a witness through the Spirit
that He is the Messiah. After this witness, she
returned to the city and invited others to come
and see, and many believed Jesus was “indeed the
Christ, the Saviour of the world”Christ min-
istered to the one with love; as a result, others
became His devoted disciples.

We learn of the power of ministering to the
one with compassion from Christ’s Apostles Pe-
ter and John. You remember a certain man, lame
from birth, lay daily at the gate of the temple
asking for money. This man may have felt unim-
portant, alone, discouraged, and unseen. He may
have felt he did not belong.

“Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have [I] give [unto] thee: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk”

Peter took the man by his right hand and
lifted him up, and the man was made whole.Im-
mediately following the miracle, the man entered
into the templewithPeter and John, “walking, and
leaping, and praising God.”Peter and John min-
istered to the one in ways that led to the house of
the Lord, and this man became Christ’s devoted
disciple.
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proc sa devenim ucenici devotati pe mésura ce il
pastorim pe cel aflat la nevoie inmoduricare ne
conduc la casa Domnului.

Invitim de la Isus Hristos despre puterea de
a-1 pastori pe cel aflat la nevoie cu dragoste si fara
a-l judeca. Va amintiti de femeia samariteanca
de la fintana.Este posibil ca aceastd femeie sa se
fi simtit neimportanta, singurd, descurajata si
ignorata. Poate cd simtea cd locul ei nu era acolo.
De-a lungul vietii, ea a avut cinci soti, iar barba-
tul cu care locuia nu era sotul ei. Altii ar fi putut
sd o judece pe nedrept, fara sa cunoascd circum-
stantele vietii ei. Acesta ar putea fi unul dintre
motivele pentru care a venit singura la fintana in
cea mai cdlduroasd parte a zilei.Si totusi, ea a fost
una dintre primele persoane carora Isus Hristos
le-a declarat ca El este Mesia. Pentru El, aceastd
femeie era o fiica a lui Dumnezeu.

Isus Hristos a invatat-o pe acea femeie ca,
prin El, putem primi viata eterna band din
apavie. El a declarat: ,,Oricui va bea din apa, pe
care i-o voi da Eu, in veac nu-i va fi sete; ba inca
apa, pe care i-o voi da Eu, se va preface... intr-un
izvor de apa, care va tisni in viata vesnicad”

Femeia din Samaria a simtit dragostea Sal-
vatorului si a primit, prin Spirit, marturia ca El
este Mesia. Dupa aceastd marturie, ea s-a intors
in cetate, i-a invitat pe altii sd vind sd vada si
multi au crezut cd Isus ,este intr-adevar Hristo-
sul, Méntuitorul lumii”. Hristos i-a pastorit pe cei
aflati la nevoie cu dragoste; drept rezultat, multi
au devenit ucenicii Sdi devotati.

Invitim despre puterea de a-1 pastori pe cel
aflat la nevoie cu compasiune de la apostolii lui
Hristos, Petru si Ioan. Va amintiti de un anumit
om, olog din nastere, care zicea zilnic la poarta
templului cerand bani.Este posibil ca acest om
sd se fi simtit neimportant, singur, descurajat si
ignorat. Poate ca simtea ci locul lui nu era acolo.

»Atunci Petru i-a zis: «Argint si aur, nu am;
dar ce am, iti dau: In numele lui Isus Hristos din
Nazaret, scoala-te si umbla!»”

Petru l-a luat pe om de mana dreapts, 1-a
ridicat, iar omul a fost vindecat.Imediat dupa
acest miracol, omul a intrat in templuimpreu-
nacu Petru si loan ,,umbland, sarind, si laudand
pe Dumnezeu”. Petru si Ioan l-au pastorit pe cel
aflat la nevoie in moduri care 1-au condus la casa
Domnului, iar omul a devenit un ucenic devotat
al lui Hristos.
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My friends, there have been moments in
my life when I too have felt unimportant, alone,
discouraged, and unseen. I have felt as if I did not
belong. I was baptized and confirmed a member
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
when I was 19 years old. One year later, I ac-
cepted the call to serve as a full-time missionary,
but there was much I had not yet learned about
Church history.

Early in my missionary service, I learned that
there was a period when those of Black African
descent were not allowed to enjoyallof the bless-
ings of worshipping in the house of the Lord.
Learning this for the first time brought feelings of
anger, confusion, doubt, and fear. These feelings
were so intense that my ability to recognize the
Holy Ghost was lost for a season.

Fortunately, I had a wonderful missionary
companion, Kevin Vick, who ministered to me
with love, patience, and kindness. Each night as
he witnessed my feelings of doubt and uncer-
tainty, he would simply say to the younger Elder
Johnson, “I love you.” After about two weeks, I
allowed myself to feel of Kevin’s love. I gained
the courage to pray to Heavenly Father in the
name of Jesus Christ. As I prayed, I was drawn to
section 6 of the Doctrine and Covenants,verses
21-23, which states:

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
... I am the light which shineth in darkness. ...

“... Cast your mind upon the night that you
cried unto me in your heart, that you might
know concerning the truth of these things.

“Did I not speak peace to your mind con-
cerning the matter? What greater witness can you
have than from God?”

AsIread, I remembered. I remembered the
day that I had fasted and prayed to know that the
Book of Mormon is the word of God and that
Joseph Smith is the Prophet of the Restoration.

I remembered covenants made in the house

of the Lord that connect me to Jesus Christ in
such a personal and intimate way. I felt of the
Savior’s love, His mercy, and His assurance that
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
is His kingdom upon the earth and is necessary
to prepare us for His Second Coming. Because
I remembered, I again was able to recognize the
Holy Ghost and to understand more fully that
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Dragii mei prieteni, au fost momente in
viata mea in care si eu m-am simftit neimportant,
singur, descurajat si ignorat. Am avut sentimen-
tul ca locul meu nu era acolo. Am fost botezat si
confirmat membru al Bisericii lui Isus Hristos a
Sfintilor din Zilele din Urmad cand aveam 19 ani.
Un an mai tarziu, am acceptat chemarea de a sluji
in calitate de misionar cu timp deplin, dar erau
multe lucruri pe care nu le invitasem incd despre
istoria Bisericii.

La inceputul slujirii mele in misiune, am aflat
ca a existat o perioada in care persoanelor de
culoare de origine africand nu li se permitea sé se
bucure detoatebinecuvantirile preaslavirii in casa
Domnului.Cénd am aflat aceste lucruri pentru
prima data, am simtit ménie, confuzie, indoiald
si teama. Aceste sentimente erau atat de intense
incat, pentru o perioada, mi-am pierdut capacita-
tea de a-L recunoaste pe Duhul Sfant.

Din fericire, am avut un coleg misionar mi-
nunat, Kevin Vick, care m-a pastorit cu dragoste,
rabdare si bunitate. In fiecare sear4, fiind martor
la sentimentele mele de indoiald si incertitudine,
el imi spunea pur si simplu: ,Varstnice Johnson,
te iubesc”. Dupa aproximativ doud sdptamani,
mi-am permis sd simt dragostea lui Kevin. Am
capatat curajul sa ma rog Tatdlui Ceresc in nume-
le lui Isus Hristos. In timp ce ma rugam, m-am
simtit indrumat catre sectiunea 6 din Doctrind si
legaminte,versetele 21-23, in care se afirma:

»latd, Eu sunt Isus Hristos, Fiul lui Dumne-
zeu... Eu sunt lumina care stridluceste in intune-
ric...

Indreapti-ti gandurile spre noaptea in care
M-ai invocat in inima ta, pentru a cunoaste ade-
varul privind aceste lucruri.

Nu ti-am transmis Eu pace in sufletul tdu cu
privire la acest subiect? Ce marturie mai mare
decét aceea de la Dumnezeu poti avea?”.

In timp ce citeam, mi-am amintit. Mi-am
amintit de ziua in care am postit si m-am rugat
pentru a sti ca scriptura Cartea lui Mormon este
cuvantul lui Dumnezeu, si ca Joseph Smith este
profetul restaurarii. Mi-am amintit legamintele
facute in casa Domnului, care ma leaga de Isus
Hristos intr-un mod atat de personal si apropiat.
Am simtit dragostea Salvatorului, mila Sa si asi-
gurarea Sa ca Biserica lui Isus Hristos a Sfintilor
din Zilele din Urma este imparitia Sa pe pamént
si este necesard pentru a ne pregati pentru a
Doua Sa Venire. Pentru cd mi-am amintit, am
putut din nou sa-L recunosc pe Duhul Sfant si sa
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Jesus is the Christ and I am His disciple.

At times we will have unanswered questions
and feelings of being unimportant, discouraged,
alone, and unseen. However, my friends, we
must press forward with faith in Jesus Christ and
remember His words:

“Let not your heart be troubled.”

“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be
of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

I am a witness to this reality and of the Sav-
ior’s promised blessing.

So what can we do to ensure our minis-
tering to the one in the Savior’s way is most
effective?Livingthe doctrine of Christ will help
us.“Living the doctrine of Christ,” as President
Nelson described, “can produce the most power-
tul virtuous cycle, creating spiritual momentum
in our lives.

“As we strive to live the higher laws of Jesus
Christ, ... the Saviorliftsus above the pull of this
fallen world by blessing us with greater charity,
humility, generosity, kindness, self-discipline,
peace, andrest.”

“[This spiritual] momentum produced byliv-
ingthe doctrine of Christ,” Elder Dale G. Renlund
explains, “not only powers the transformation
of our divine nature into our eternal destiny but
also motivates us to help [to minister to] others
in appropriate ways.” Elder Renlund reminds
us that “the Savior’s job is to heal [to make us
whole]. Our job is to love—to love and minis-
ter in such a way that others are drawn to Jesus
Christ”

Our ability tolivethe doctrine of Christ
will be enhanced by daily studying the Book
of Mormon and weekly partaking of the sacra-
ment. President Nelson declared that the Book of
Mormon “teaches the doctrine of Christ ... [and]
provides the fullest and [clearest] understanding
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ to be found
anywhere.’I love this book. And prayerfully par-
taking of the sacrament each week will increase
our understanding of the Atonement of Jesus
Christ and provide spiritual renewal, comfort,
and the power of godliness in our lives. Remem-
ber, “in the ordinances [of the priesthood], the
power of godliness is manifest,’and this power,
which comes from Jesus Christ, strengthens our
desire and our ability to minister to the one.
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inteleg mai pe deplin ca Isus este Hristosul si ca
eu sunt ucenicul Sau.

Uneori, vom avea intrebdri fara raspuns si
ne vom simti neimportanti, singuri, descurajati
si ignorati. Totusi, dragii mei prieteni, trebuie
sd inaintdm cu credinta in Isus Hristos si sa ne
amintim cuvintele Sale:

»Sa nu vi se tulbure inima”;

»In lume veti avea necazuri; dar indrazniti,
Eu am biruit lumea”

Sunt martor al acestei realitéti si al binecu-
vantarii promise de Salvator.

Deci, ce putem face pentru a ne asigura ca-1
pastorim pe cel aflat la nevoie in cel mai eficient
mod asemanator Salvatorului?Trdireapotrivit
doctrinei lui Hristos ne va ajuta., Trairea potrivit
doctrinei lui Hristos”, asa cum ne descrie prese-
dintele Nelson, ,,poate avea ca rezultat cel mai
puternic, virtuos tipar repetitiv, creator al avantu-
lui spiritual in viata noastra.

Pe masura ce ne straduim sd trdim potrivit
legilor superioare ale lui Isus Hristos... Salvato-
rulne ridicddeasupra influentei acestei lumi deca-
zute binecuvantdndu-ne cu mai multa dragoste,
umilintd, generozitate, bunitate, autodisciplina,
pace siodihnd”

»Avantul spiritual rezultat dintraireapotrivit
doctrinei lui Hristos”, dupa cum explica varstni-
cul Dale G. Renlund, ,,nu numai ca alimenteaza
cu putere transformarea naturii noastre divine
in destinul nostru etern, ci ne si motiveaza sa-i
ajutdm pe altii in moduri potrivite”. Varstnicul
Renlund ne aminteste ca ,,sarcina Salvatorului
este sa [ne facd intregi]. Sarcina noastra este sa
iubim - sa iubim si sd pastorim in asa fel, incit
altii sa fie atrasi catre Isus Hristos”.

Capacitatea noastrd de atrdipotrivit doctrinei
lui Hristos va fi imbunatétita prin studiul zilnic
din Cartea lui Mormon si prin luarea sipta-
manala din impartdsanie. Presedintele Nelson
a declarat ca scriptura Cartea lui Mormon ,,ne
invatd doctrina lui Hristos... [si] ne oferd cea mai
completa si [clara] intelegere despre ispdsirea lui
Isus Hristos” Iubesc aceasta carte. Participarea,
cu ajutorul rugdciunii, la randuiala impartasa-
niei in fiecare saptaméana ne va mari intelegerea
despre ispasirea lui Isus Hristos si ne va oferi re-
innoire spirituala, alinare si puterea divinitatii in
viata noastrd. Amintiti-va ca ,,puterea divinitatii
se manifesta in rAnduielile [preotiei]”, iar aceasta
putere care vine de la Isus Hristos, ne intareste
dorinta si capacitatea de a-1 pastori pe cel aflat la
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My study of the Book of Mormon and par-
taking of the sacrament minimizes feelings of
discouragement, escalates my determination to
minister to the one in the Savior’s way, and helps
make discipleship my highest priority.

My friends, I promise that as welivethe doc-
trine of Christ and minister to the one in ways
that lead to the house of the Lord, we will press
forward with faith in Jesus Christ even amid
unanswered questions and feelings of being un-
important, alone, discouraged, and unseen. We
will invite the one to come unto Jesus Christ and
to worship in the house of the Lord to receive of
His redeeming power and love. In the house of
the Lord, we will “feel [the Savior’s] mercy. [We]

will find answers to [our] most vexing questions.

[And we] will better comprehend the joy of His
gospel”’In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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nevoie.

Studiul meu din Cartea lui Mormon si luarea
din impartasanie minimizeaza sentimentele de
descurajare, ma ajuta sa fac din ucenicie priorita-
tea mea principald si imi amplifica hotararea de
a-1 pastori pe cel aflat la nevoie in modul Salva-
torului.

Dragii mei prieteni, va promit ca, pe masurd
cetraimpotrivit doctrinei lui Hristos si-1 pastorim
pe cel aflat la nevoie in moduri care conduc la
casa Domnului, vom putea inainta cu credinta
in Isus Hristos chiar si in mijlocul intrebarilor
fard raspuns si cdnd ne vom simti neimportanti,
singuri, descurajati si ignorati. Il vom invita
pe cel aflat la nevoie s vina la Isus Hristos si
sa preasldveascd in casa Domnului pentru a
primi puterea Sa ispdsitoare si dragostea Sa. In
casa Domnului, vom ,,simti mila [Salvatorului].
[Vom] gasi raspunsuri la cele mai suparitoare
intrebari ale [noastre]. [Si vom] intelege mai
bine bucuria Evangheliei Sale” In numele lui Isus
Hristos, amin.
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