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The impact of the Book of Mormon in my life is
no less miraculous than was the application of spit
and dirt placed on the blind man’s eyes.

With love unfeigned we all echo President
Oaks’s tribute to the passing of President Rus-
sell M. Nelson. And with equal love and deep
mourning, we all acknowledge the tragedies in
Michigan recently and almost daily around the
world. We acknowledge these things with love
and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Theninth chapter of Johnrecords the expe-
rience of Jesus and His disciples passing near a
beggar, blind from birth. This led the disciples to
ask Jesus several complex religious questions re-
garding the origin and transmission of this man’s
limitation. The Master responded by doing some-
thing very simple and very surprising. He spit
into the dirt and stirred a small mixture of clay.
He then applied this to the eyes of the man, in-
structing him to wash in the pool of Siloam. All
this the sightless man obediently did and “came
[forth] seeing,” the scripture says.How important
evidence is, as opposed to wishes or argument or
even malice in opposition to the truth.

Well, afraid this miracle would again add to
the threat Jesus already posed to their presumed
authority, the enemies of the Savior confronted
the newly sighted man and said in anger, “We
know [Jesus] is a sinner.” The man listened for
a moment, then said, “Whether he be a sinner
..., L know not: [but] one thing I [do] know, ...
whereas I was blind, now I see”

Page1 — Not an official publication

Efectul pe care Cartea lui Mormon I-a avut in via-
ta mea nu este mai putin miraculos decdt ameste-
cul de scuipat si pamant pus pe ochii orbului.

Cu dragoste neprefacuta, noi, toti, ne alatu-
ram omagiului adus de presedintele Oaks cu oca-
zia decesului presedintelui Russell M. Nelson. Si,
cu aceeasi masura de dragoste si durere profun-
dd, noi, toti, suntem constienti de tragediile care
au avut loc recent in Michigan si, aproape zilnic,
in intreaga lume. Suntem constienti de aceste
lucruri avand dragoste si incredere in Domnul
Isus Hristos.

Inal nouilea capitol din Ioaneste consemnat
momentul in care Isus si ucenicii Sai trec prin
apropierea unui cersetor orb din nastere. Aceas-
ta i-a facut pe ucenici sa-I adreseze lui Isus mai
multe intrebari religioase complexe cu privire
la originea si transmiterea limitdrii acestui om.
Invititorul a raspuns ficand ceva foarte simplu
si foarte surprinzdtor. A scuipat in pdmant si a
facut un mic amestec de tind. Apoi, a pus acel
amestec pe ochii barbatului instruindu-1 s se
spele in scilditoarea Siloamului. Toate aceste
lucruri omul fira vedere le-a facut supus si ,,s-a
intors vizand”, ne spune scriptura. Cat de impor-
tante sunt dovezile, in comparatie cu dorintele,
argumentele sau chiar rdutatea care se opun
adevarului.

Ei bine, teméndu-se ca acest miracol ar fi
sporit si mai mult amenintarea pe care Isus o
reprezenta deja pentru presupusa lor autoritate,
dusmanii Salvatorului I-au confruntat pe omul
care tocmai isi capatase vederea si i-au spus cu
manie: ,,Stim cd [Isus] este un pacétos”. Omul
a ascultat o clipa si, apoi, a spus: ,,Dacd este un
pacatos, nu stiu; [dar] eu una stiu: ca eram orb, si
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Jesus gave the first meaning to this exchange,
telling His disciples that all this had happened
“that the works of God should be made mani-
fest”’Remember that twice in this narrative the
Savior’s action was referred to as “anointing”the
blind man’ eyes, an act to be completed by
washing. This description of “the works of God
[being] made manifest’could possibly suggest the
unfolding of an ordinance.

Another truth that is evident here are the
instruments the Creator of heaven and earth and
all that in them are used to provide this miracle:
spit and a handful of dirt! These very unlikely in-
gredients declare that God can bless us by what-
ever method He chooses. Like Naaman resisting
the River Jordanor the children of Israel refusing
to look at the serpent on the staff,how easy it is
for us to dismiss the source of our redemption
because the ingredients and the instruments
seem embarrassingly plain.

But we remember from the Book of Mormon
that some things are both plainand preciousand
that prior to Jesus’s birth, it would be prophesied
that “he [would have] no form nor comeliness;
and when we [should] see him, there is no beauty
that we should desire him”How often God has
sent His majestic message through a newly called
and very anxious Relief Society president or an
unlearned boy on a New York farm or a brand-
new missionary or a baby lying in a manger.

So what if the answers to our prayers come
in plain or convoluted ways? Are we willing to
persevere, to keep trying to live Christ’s gospel
no matter how much spit and clay it takes? It may
not always be clear to us what is being done or
why, and from time to time, we will all feel a little
like the senior sister who said, “Lord, how about
a blessing that isn’t in disguise?”

Consider the evidence of another truth, this
one regarding the holy priesthood. In document-
ing the organization of the meridian Church,
Luke’s first line reads, “Then he called his twelve
disciples together, and gave them power and
authority; gifts not granted on the basis of im-
pressive credentials nor determined by tradition
or birthright. They are not bestowed by a divin-
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acum vad”.

Isus a atribuit primul inteles al acestui dialog
spunand ucenicilor Sdi ca totul s-a intdmplat ,,ca
sa se arate... lucrarile lui Dumnezeu”. Aduceti-va
aminte cd, de doua ori in aceasta relatare, actiu-
nea Salvatorului a fost numita ,,[ungerea] ochi-
lor orbului, actiune care urma sd fie incheiata
prin spalare. Descrierea ,,sa se arate... lucrdrile
lui Dumnezeu’ar putea sugera infaptuirea unei
randuieli.

Un alt adevar care este evident aici sunt
instrumentele pe care Creatorul cerului si al
pamantului si a tot ceea ce este in ele si pe ele le-a
folosit pentru a oferi acest miracol: scuipat si o
ména de pamant! Aceste ingrediente foarte ne-
obisnuite demonstreaza ca Dumnezeu ne poate
binecuvénta prin orice metoda alege. Asemenea
lui Naaman care a refuzat sa se scalde in raul
Iordansau copiilor lui Israel care au refuzat sa se
uite la sarpele de pe prdjind, cat de usor ne este sa
respingem sursa mantuirii noastre pentru cd in-
gredientele si instrumentele par jenant de simple!

Dar ne amintim, din Cartea lui Mormon, ca
unele lucruri sunt atat clare,cét si pretioasesi ca,
inainte de nasterea lui Isus, s-a profetit cd ,,El...
[nu urma sd aibd] nici frumusete, nici stralucire
ca sa nu atraga privirile, si infatisarea Lui [urma
sa nu aiba] nimic care sd ne placd”. Cat de des
Si-a trimis Dumnezeu mesajul maret prin inter-
mediul unei presedinte a Societatii de Alinare
nou chemata si foarte nelinistitd sau al unui baiat
neinvatat de la o ferma din New York ori al unui
misionar nou-nout sau al unui prunc dintr-o
iesle!

Asadar, ce se intampla daca raspunsurile la
rugaciunile noastre vin in moduri simple sau
complicate? Suntem dornici sa perseveram, sd
continudm sa incercdm sa trdim potrivit Evan-
gheliei lui Hristos indiferent de cat de mult
scuipat si tind este nevoie? S-ar putea sd nu ne
fie intotdeauna clar ce se face sau de ce si, din
cand in cand, cu totii ne vom simti putin ca acea
sord in vérsta care a spus: ,,Doamne, ce zici de o
binecuvéntare care nu este deghizata?”.

Génditi-vé la dovada unui alt adevar, in
legatura cu preotia sfantd. Documentand orga-
nizarea Bisericii de la jumatatea timpului, prima
frazd a lui Luca suna astfel: ,, Isus a chemat pe cei
doisprezece ucenici ai Sai [si] le-a dat putere si
stapanire”, daruri care nu au fost acordate pe baza
unor referinte impresionante si nici determinate
de traditie sau de dreptul int4iului nascut. Ele nu
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ity school or a theological seminary. They are
conferred only by the laying on of hands by one
who has had authorized hands laid on him in
an unbroken sequence back to the source of all
divine authority, the Lord Jesus Christ.

And in a church that understands the gift of
mercy, wouldn't it be another marvelous evidence
of that church’s truthfulness to see these blessings
and covenants go to our deceased kindred, those
of our families who have gone before us? Should
they be penalized because they did not have
access to the gospel or because they were born
at a time or in a place when divine ordinances
and covenants were not available to them? The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has
sacred, dedicated houses of the Lord in which
merciful, salvific work is being done vicariously
every day and night for these deceased, as well as
offering worship opportunities and ordinances
for the living. To my knowledge, this particular
evidence of God’s truth, His universal love for the
living and the dead, is not seen elsewhere in the
world—except in one church that demonstrates
truth in this particular regard: The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

My first sight-giving, life-giving encounter
with real evidence of truth did not come with
anointing clay or in the pool of Siloam. No, the
instrument of truth that brought my healing
from the Lord came as pages in a book, yes, the
Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus
Christ! The claims about this book have been
attacked and dismissed by some unbelievers, the
anger often matching the vitriol of those who
told the healed man that he couldnot possibly-
have experienced what he knew hehadexperi-
enced.

It has been hurled at me that the means by
which this book came to be were impractical, un-
believable, embarrassing, even unholy. Now, that
is harsh language from anyone who presumes to
know the means by which the book came to be,
inasmuch as the only description given about
those means is that it was translated “by the gift
and power of God.”That’s it. That’s all. In any
case, the impact of the Book of Mormon in my
life is no less miraculous than was the application
of spit and dirt placed on the blind man’s eyes.

It has been, for me, a rod of safety for my soul, a

Page 3 — Not an official publication

sunt oferite de vreo facultate de teologie sau de
vreun seminar teologic. Ele sunt conferite doar
prin asezarea mainilor de catre cel pe care au fost
agezate maini autorizate, intr-o succesiune nein-
treruptd, pana la sursa autoritatii divine, Domnul
Isus Hristos.

Si, intr-o biserica in care se intelege darul
reprezentat de mild, nu ar fi aceasta o alta dovada
minunata a veridicitatii acelei biserici sa vedem
cum aceste binecuvantdri si legaminte ajung la
rudele noastre decedate, la cei din familiile noas-
tre care au trait inaintea noastra? Ar trebui ei sa
fie pedepsiti pentru ca nu au avut acces la Evan-
ghelie sau pentru ca s-au nascut intr-o perioada
sau intr-un loc in care randuielile si legamintele
divine nu le-au fost disponibile? Biserica lui Isus
Hristos a Sfintilor din Zilele din Urma are case
sacre, dedicate Domnului, in care se infaptuieste,
in fiecare zi §i seard, lucrarea de salvare, plind de
mild, pentru aceste persoane decedate si care, de
asemenea, oferd ocazii de preaslavire si randuieli
pentru cei vii. Din céte stiu, aceasta dovada anu-
me a adevdrului lui Dumnezeu, dragostea Sa uni-
versald pentru cei vii si cei morti nu este vazuta
nicajeri altundeva in lume - decat intr-o singura
biserica ce demonstreaza adevarul in aceasta
privinta: Biserica lui Isus Hristos a Sfintilor din
Zilele din Urma.

Prima mea intalnire cu dovezi reale ale
adevdrului care mi-au dat vederea si viata nu a
avut loc cu tind sau in scdlddtoarea Siloamului.
Nu, instrumentul adevarului care mi-a adus
vindecare de la Domnul a venit sub forma unor
pagini dintr-o carte, da, Cartea lui Mormon: un
alt testament al lui Isus Hristos! Afirmatiile din
aceastd carte au fost atacate si respinse de unii
necredinciosi, mania lor avand adesea aceeasi
virulenta ca aceea a celor care i-au spus omului
vindecat canu era posibilsa fi avut parte de ceea
ce el stia caavuseseparte.

Mi s-a imputat ca mijloacele prin care a
aparut aceasta carte au fost impracticabile, de
necrezut, jenante, chiar profane. Acesta este un
limbaj dur din partea oricui pretinde ca stie mij-
loacele prin care a apdrut cartea, avand in vedere
ca singura descriere oferitd despre aceste mijloa-
ce este cd a fost tradusa ,,prin darul si puterea lui
Dumnezeu”. Atat! Aceasta este tot! Oricum, efec-
tul pe care Cartea lui Mormon I-a avut in viata
mea nu este mai putin miraculos decat amestecul
de scuipat si pamant pus pe ochii orbului. Ea a
fost, pentru mine, o bard de siguranta pentru su-
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transcendent and penetrating light of revelation,
an illumination of the path I must walk when
mists of darkness come. And surely they have,
and surely they will.

And given the view it has granted me of my
Savior’s universal love and redeeming grace, I
share with you my witness, justified here as the
newly blessed man’s parents said their son should
be heard because he was “of age”Well, so am I.
He was old enough to be taken seriously, they
implied. Well, so am I. I am two months away
from my 85th birthday. I have been at the edge
of death and back. I have walked with kings and
prophets, with presidents and apostles. Best of
all, I have at times been overwhelmed by the
Holy Spirit of God. I trust that my witness should
be given at least some consideration here.

Now, brothers and sisters, I came to my
whole-souled conviction that The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is a true res-
toration of the New Testament Church—and
more—because I could not deny the evidence of
that restoration. Since those first experiences, I
suppose I have had a thousand—ten thousand?—
otherevidences that what I have spoken of today
is true. So I am delighted now to join my friend
huddled on the streets of Jerusalem, where with
my diminished voice I sing:

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—

That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind, but now I see.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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fletul meu, o lumina revelatoare transcendenta si
patrunzatoare, o lumina pe calea pe care trebuie
sd merg cand vin negurile de intuneric. $i, cu
sigurantd, ele au venit si, cu sigurantd, vor veni.

§i, tinand cont de vederea pe care ea mi-a
oferit-o asupra dragostei universale si harului
mantuitor ale Salvatorului meu, vd impartasesc
mdrturia mea, justificatd aici, intrucat parintii
celui tocmai binecuvéntat au spus cd fiul lor ar
trebui ascultat pentru ca era ,,in varstd”. Ei bine,
la fel sunt si eu! El era destul de in varsta pentru
a filuat in serios - sugerau ei. Ei bine, la fel sunt
si eu! Mai am doud luni pand cand voi implini
85 de ani. Am fost la un pas de moarte si m-am
intors. Am cunoscut regi si profeti, presedinti si
apostoli. Cel mai bun lucru este cd, uneori, am
simtit din abundenta Spiritul Sfant al lui Dum-
nezeu. Am incredere cd marturia mea va fi luatd
in considerare macar intr-o oarecare masurd in
acest caz.

Acum, dragi frati si surori, am ajuns la
convingerea deplind ca Biserica lui Isus Hristos
a Sfintilor din Zilele din Urmd este adevérata
restaurare a Bisericii din perioada Noului Testa-
ment - si chiar mai mult - deoarece nu as putea
nega dovezile acestei restaurari. De la acele prime
experiente, presupun cd am avut o mie — zece
mii? - dealtedovezi ca ceea ce am spus astazi este
adevarat. Asadar, sunt incantat acum sd ma alatur
prietenului meu ghemuit pe strézile Ierusalimu-
lui, unde, cu glasul meu slabit, cant:

Maretul har — ce minunat

Pe mine m-a salvat.

Pierdut si orb eram, dar m-a gasit

Si pot din nou vedea.

In numele lui Isus Hristos, amin.

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



