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Reconciliation to God, through Jesus Christ’s
Atonement, leads to unshakable faith.

As I study the scriptures, I come across
words that really catch my attention, primarily
because they have special meaning as a result of
experiences I have had during my life. I spent my
career working as a forensic accountant. With
that background, the wordreconcilehas caught
my attention as I read the scriptures. My job was
to reconcile reported amounts with financial
records by applying accounting, auditing, and
investigative skills. In other words, my goal was
to align financial reports with the underlying
financial documents to ensure accuracy and
validity. I made diligent efforts to resolve dis-
crepancies, and it was common that significant
time was dedicated to resolving even very small
discrepancies.

The Apostle Paul pled with the Corinthians
to be “reconciled to God.”To be reconciled to
God means to be brought back into harmony
with God or to restore a relationship with God
that has been strained or broken because of our
sins or actions. Simply put, being reconciled to
God means aligning our will and actions with
God’s will, or as taught by President Russell M.
Nelson, letting God prevail in our lives.

As taught in the scriptures, we are free to act
for ourselves, “to choose the way of everlasting
death or the way of eternal life”’But if we are not
diligent, this freedom to act for ourselves may
lead to a loss of alignment with the will of God.

The prophet Jacob taught that when we find
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Impdcarea cu Dumnezeu, prin ispdsirea lui Isus
Hristos, duce la credintd de neclintit.

Cand studiez din scripturi, intalnesc cuvinte
care chiar imi capteaza atentia, in primul rand
pentru cd au un sens special datorita experiente-
lor pe care le-am trait in timpul vietii. Am avut o
cariera de expert contabil. Avand in vedere acest
context, cuvantulimpacaremi-a captat atentia in
timp ce citeam din scripturi. Treaba mea era sa
fac ca sumele raportate sd corespunda cu inre-
gistrarile financiare punand in practica abilitati
contabile, de audit si de investigare. Cu alte
cuvinte, obiectivul meu era sa aliniez rapoartele
financiare la documentele financiare justificative
pentru a asigura acuratetea si validitatea acestora.
Am depus eforturi sarguincioase pentru a rezolva
discrepantele si era normal sd aloc mult timp
rezolvarii chiar si a celor mai mici discrepante.

Apostolul Pavel i-a implorat pe corinteni sd
se ,,[impace] cu Dumnezeu”. A fi impécati cu
Dumnezeu inseamna a fi din nou in armonie cu
Dumnezeu sau a restaura o relatie cu Dumnezeu
care a fost tensionata sau ruptd din cauza pica-
telor sau faptelor noastre. Simplu spus, sa fim
impacati cu Dumnezeu inseamna sa ne aliniem
voia si faptele la voia lui Dumnezeu sau, asa cum
ne-a invatat presedintele Russell M. Nelson, sa-L
lasam pe Dumnezeu sa aibd intaietate in viata
noastra.

Asa cum suntem invatati in scripturi, suntem
liberi sd actionam noi insine, ,,sa [alegem] calea
mortii nepieritoare sau calea vietii vesnice”. Dar,
dacd nu suntem sarguinciosi, aceasta libertate de
a actiona noi insine ar putea duce la pierderea
alinierii la voia lui Dumnezeu.

Profetul Iacov ne-a invitat ca, atunci cind nu
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ourselves in disharmony or misalignment with
God, the only way we can achieve reconciliation
is to “be reconciled unto [God] through the
atonement of Christ.”We must realize that rec-
onciliation is dependent on mercy, implying that
Jesus Christ’s gracious act of atonement makes
reconciliation possible.

As you ponder your own life, think about a
time when you felt distant from Heavenly Father
because you had moved away from Him. For in-
stance, perhaps you became less diligent in your
prayers to Him or in keeping His command-
ments. Just as we choose to distance ourselves
from God, we must choose to initiate the effort
to reconcile. The Lord emphasized our respon-
sibility when He said, “Draw near unto me and I
will draw near unto you; seek me diligently and
ye shall find me; ask, and ye shall receive; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you.”

How does the Savior help us restore and
reconcile this important relationship? For me, I
make great progress in my journey to be recon-
ciled to God when I follow the counsel taught
by President Nelson and repent every day.The
reason being that reconciliation signifies the
restoration of a broken relationship, particularly
between God and humanity, by removing the
barrier of sin.

One of the great reconciliations we read
about in the scriptures is that of Enos. Something
in his life was out of alignment with God. He
exemplified relying on the Atonement of Jesus
Christ to reconcile with God. He explained his
desire to repent, his humility, his focus, and his
determination.His reconciliation with God was
confirmed when a voice came to him, saying,
“Enos, thy sins are forgiven thee, and thou shalt
be blessed”Enos recognized the impact that re-
pentance and reconciliation had on him when he
said, “And I, Enos, knew that God could not lie;
wherefore, my guilt was swept away.”

Reconciliation brings not only relief from
feelings of guilt but also peace within ourselves
and with others. It heals relationships, softens
hearts, and strengthens our discipleship, bringing
increased confidence before God. What brings
me great hope and confidence is another fruit of
reconciliation described by Enos when he said,
“And after I, Enos, had heard these words, my
faith began to be unshaken in the Lord.”
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suntem in armonie cu Dumnezeu sau nu suntem
aliniati la voia Sa, singurul mod prin care pu-
tem ajunge la impdcare este sa fim ,,impécati cu
[Dumnezeu] prin ispdsirea lui Hristos”. Trebuie
sa intelegem ca impacarea depinde de mila, ceea
ce inseamna cd actul plin de har al ispasirii lui
Isus Hristos face posibila impécarea.

Cand cugetati asupra propriei vieti, gan-
diti-va la un moment in care v-ati simtit distanti
de Tatal Ceresc pentru ca v-ati indepartat de El.
De exemplu, poate cd ati devenit mai putin sér-
guinciosi in rugaciunile dumneavoastra catre El
sau in tinerea poruncilor Sale. Asa cum alegem
sa ne distantam de Dumnezeu, tot asa trebuie
sa alegem sa incepem efortul de a ne impdca.
Domnul a subliniat responsabilitatea noastra
cand a spus: ,, Apropiati-va de Mine si am sd Ma
apropii de voi; cautati-Ma cu toatd sarguinta si
Ma veti gasi; cereti si veti primi; bateti si vi se va
deschide”

Cum ne ajuta Salvatorul sd restauram aceasta
relatie importantd si si ne impacim? In ceea ce
ma priveste, fac progrese mari in calatoria mea
de impécare cu Dumnezeu atunci cind urmez
sfatul propoviduit de presedintele Nelson si ma
pocaiesc in fiecare zi.Motivul este acela cd impa-
carea inseamna restaurarea unei relatii rupte, in
special intre Dumnezeu si omenire, prin inde-
partarea barierei reprezentate de pécat.

Una dintre cele mai mari impécari despre
care citim in scripturi este aceea a lui Enos. Ceva
din viata lui nu se alinia la voia lui Dumnezeu.
El a fost un exemplu de bizuire pe ispasirea lui
Isus Hristos pentru impacarea cu Dumnezeu. El
a explicat dorinta sa de a se pocai, umilinta sa,
obiectivul siu si hotdrarea sa.Impicarea sa cu
Dumnezeu a fost confirmata cand un glas a venit
citre el spunand: ,,Enos, pacatele tale iti sunt ier-
tate, iar tu vei fi binecuvantat”. Enos a recunoscut
efectul pe care 1-au avut pociinta si impacarea
asupra lui cand a spus: ,,Iar eu, Enos, am stiut cd
Dumnezeu nu putea sd mintd; prin urmare, vina
mea a fost stearsd”.

Impicarea aduce cu sine nu doar alinare de
la sentimentele de vinovatie, ci si pace launtrica
si cu ceilalti. Ea vindeca relatii, inmoaie inimi si
ne intareste ucenicia aducand cu sine incredere
crescutd inaintea lui Dumnezeu. Ceea ce imi
aduce sperantd si incredere este un alt rod al im-
pacarii descris de Enos cand a spus: ,,Si dupa ce
eu, Enos, am auzit aceste cuvinte, credinta mea in
Domnul a devenit de neclintit”.
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When I was a boy, my maternal grandfather
had a large cherry orchard. I had the opportunity
to work in the orchard, mostly in the summer
during the harvest of the cherries. As a very
young boy, I found that the extent of my involve-
ment was being handed a bucket and then sent
up a tree to pick the cherries.

The harvesting of cherries changed signifi-
cantly when my grandfather purchased a ma-
chine called a cherry shaker. This machine grabs
the trunk of the tree and shakes it, causing the
cherries to fall out of the tree onto nets that are
used to collect the cherries. I noticed that when
the shaker would begin to shake the tree, almost
all the cherries fell out of the tree within seconds.
I also noticed that it didn’t matter if the tree was
shaken for 10 seconds or a full minute, some
cherries would not fall. They were truly unshak-
able.

Shaking cherries out of a tree is possible
because of the release of ethylene. This hormone
causes the layer of cells between the stem of the
cherry and the tree to weaken. Therefore, the
stem of a ripe cherry more easily detaches from
the tree because of the weakened connection.

In the scriptures, we learn that the stem of
Jesse is a metaphor for the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
who was prophesied to come from the lineage of
Jesse, the father of King David.Just as ethylene
weakens the connection of a ripe cherry stem,
disobedience, doubts, and fears can weaken our
connection to the stem of Jesse, or Jesus Christ,
allowing us to be easily shaken and separated
from Him. As faithful as we may be, we must
guard against a weakening of our connection to
Jesus Christ.

In the Doctrine and Covenants, even the
faithful are given a warning: “But there is a pos-
sibility that man may fall from grace and depart
from the living God.” The Lord continues, “Yea,
... even let those who are sanctified take heed
also” To avoid falling, the Lord counsels, “There-
fore let the church take heed and pray always, lest
they fall into temptation.”

One might equate the state of being easily
shaken to what scriptures describe as being ripe
for destruction, with impending consequences
for actions.The phrase can also be used more
broadly to indicate a state of decay, corruption,
or decline that makes something susceptible to
collapse or ruin.

What does this ripeness represent? Does it
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Cand eram copil, bunicul meu din partea
mamei avea o livada mare de ciresi. Am avut
ocazia s lucrez in livada, mai ales vara, in timpul
culesului cireselor. Cand eram foarte mic, mi-am
dat seama cd implicarea mea se rezuma la faptul
de a primi o galeata si de a fi trimis sa ma urc in
pom pentru a culege cirese.

Culesul cireselor s-a schimbat semnificativ
cand bunicul meu a cumpdrat un utilaj numit
scuturator de ciresi. Acest utilaj prinde trunchiul
pomului si il scutura, ficand ca ciresele sd cada
din pom pe plasele care sunt folosite pentru
strangerea lor. Am observat ca, atunci cand
utilajul incepea sa scuture pomul, aproape toate
ciresele cddeau din pom in citeva secunde. Am
observat, de asemenea, cd nu conta dacd pomul
era scuturat 10 secunde sau un minut intreg,
unele cirese nu cddeau. Ele chiar erau de neclin-
tit.

Scuturarea cireselor dintr-un pom este posi-
bild din cauza secretiei de etilend. Acest hormon
determina slabirea stratului de celule dintre codi-
ta ciresei si pom. Prin urmare, codita unei cirese
coapte se desprinde mai usor de pom din cauza
legaturii slabite.

In scripturi, aflim ca tulpina lui Isai este o
metafora pentru Mesia, Isus Hristos, despre care
s-a profetit cd urma sd provina din semintia lui
Isai, tatl imparatului David.Asa cum etilena
slabeste legatura coditei unei cirese coapte, tot
asa nesupunerea, indoielile si temerile ne pot
slabi legatura cu tulpina lui Isai, sau Isus Hristos,
facAndu-ne sa fim usor de scuturat si de despartit
de El. Oricat de credinciosi am fi, trebuie sa ne
ferim de sldbirea legaturii noastre cu Isus Hristos.

In Doctrina si legdminte, chiar si cei credin-
ciosi sunt avertizati: ,,Dar existd o posibilitate ca
omul sa cada din har si sa se despartd de Dumne-
zeul cel Viu” Domnul continua: ,,Da... chiar cei
care sunt sfintiti sa ia in considerare, de aseme-
nea”. Pentru a evita ciderea, Domnul ne sfatuies-
te: ,De aceea, Biserica sd fie atentd si sa se roage
intotdeauna, ca sd nu cadd in ispitd”

Starea de a fi usor de scuturat ar putea fi
echivalata cu ceea ce scripturile descriu ca fiind
copti pentru distrugere, cu consecintele iminente
ale actiunilor.Expresia poate fi folositd si intr-un
sens mai larg pentru a indica o stare de degra-
dare, corupere sau declin care face ca ceva si fie
predispus la prabusire sau ruina.

Ce inseamna aceastd coacere? Inseamna
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mean that we can reach a point where we are
unable to change? No, I think it means that we
can reach a point in time where we are unwilling
to change. The antidote to becoming ripe for de-
struction is to do those things that will strength-
en our connection to Jesus Christ. As mentioned,
repentance led Enos to the point of unshaken
faith. There is strength in repentance—regular,
prompt, and frequent repentance. As President
Nelson taught us, “Nothing is more liberating,
more ennobling, or more crucial to our individ-
ual progression than is a regular, daily focus on
repentance.”

In addition to preaching repentance, the
prophet Jacob taught that being aware of God’s
hand in our lives, seeking and receiving reve-
lation, and listening to God when He speaks
all help us to not be shaken.Jacob also taught,
“Wherefore, we search the prophets, and we have
many revelations and the spirit of prophecy; and
having all these witnesses we obtain a hope, and
our faith becometh unshaken”Listening to and
acting on the words and invitations of the proph-
ets and apostles can fill us with hope, confidence,
and strength, resulting in our faith becoming
unshaken.

I have learned that a desire to be reconciled
to God must be accompanied by a desire to
repent. Repenting and experiencing the blessings
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ lead to un-
shaken faith. Unshaken faith leads to a desire to
always be reconciled to God. This is a circular, or
iterative, pattern.

Brothers and sisters, I invite you to be rec-
onciled to God through the Atonement of Jesus
Christ. I testify that making and keeping cove-
nants makes our connection to the Savior strong,
thereby avoiding becoming ripe for destruction.
I testify that this reconciliation to God, through
Jesus Christ’s Atonement, leads to unshakable
faith.

I know Heavenly Father loves you and me,
and He sent His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
our Savior, Redeemer, and the great Reconciler.

I testify of Jesus Christ and do so in the name of
Jesus Christ, amen.
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cd putem ajunge intr-un punct in care nu mai
suntem capabili sd ne schimbam? Nu, cred ca
inseamnd cd putem ajunge intr-un moment in
care nu mai suntem dornici sd ne schimbam. An-
tidotul pentru a nu ajunge copti pentru distru-
gere este sa facem acele lucruri care ne vor intari
legatura cu Isus Hristos. Asa cum s-a mentionat,
pocainta l-a condus pe Enos cétre punctul in

care a avut credintd de neclintit. Existd tarie in
pocdire — pocairea cu regularitate, prompta si
frecventa. Presedintele Russell M. Nelson ne-a
invitat: ,Nimic nu este mai eliberator, mai nobil
sau mai crucial pentru progresul nostru personal
decat concentrarea cu regularitate, zilnica, asupra
pocaintei”

Pe langa propovéduirea pocaintei, profetul
Tacov ne-a invatat cd a fi constienti de mana lui
Dumnezeu in viata noastra, a cauta si a primi re-
velatie si a-L asculta pe Dumnezeu cand vorbes-
te, toate acestea ne ajuta sa nu fim scuturati.lacov
ne-a mai invatat: ,,Prin urmare, ii cercetam pe
profeti si avem multe revelatii si spiritul profeti-
ei; si avand toate aceste marturii, noi cdpatam o
speranta si credinta noastra devine [de neclintit]”
Ascultarea si punerea in practicd a cuvintelor
si invitatiilor profetilor si apostolilor ne poate
umple de speranta, incredere si tarie, ficandu-ne
credinta de neclintit.

Am invitat ca dorinta de a fi impacat cu
Dumnezeu trebuie insotitd de dorinta de a ma
pocai. Pocdirea si trairea binecuvantarilor ispa-
sirii lui Isus Hristos duc la o credinta de neclin-
tit. Credinta de neclintit duce la dorinta de a fi
intotdeauna impacati cu Dumnezeu. Acesta este
un tipar ciclic sau iterativ.

Dragi frati si surori, vd invit sa va impacati cu
Dumnezeu prin ispasirea lui Isus Hristos. Depun
madrturie ca faptul de a face legaminte si de ale
tine face ca legdtura noastrd cu Salvatorul sa fie
puternicd, evitdnd astfel sa ajungem sa fim copti
pentru distrugere. Depun mdrturie cd aceasta
impdacare cu Dumnezeu, prin ispasirea lui Isus
Hristos, duce la credinta de neclintit.

Stiu cd Tatdl Ceresc ne iubeste, pe dumnea-
voastrd si pe mine, si ca L-a trimis pe Fiul Sdu
Preaiubit, Isus Hristos, s fie Salvatorul si Mantu-
itorul nostru si Marele Impaciuitor. Depun mar-
turie despre Isus Hristos si fac aceasta in numele
lui Isus Hristos, amin.
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