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Peacemaking still begins in the most basic place—
in our hearts. Then in homes and families.

Welcome to general conference. How grate-
ful we are to be gathered.

As we anticipate these conference proceed-
ings, we are acutely aware of the weeks leading
up to it. We realize that our hearts are mourn-
ing loss, and some feel uncertainty caused by
violence or tragedy throughout the world. Even
devout people gathered in sacred spaces—includ-
ing our hallowed chapel in Michigan—have lost
their lives or loved ones. I speak from my heart,
realizing that many of your hearts are burdened
by what you, your families, and our world have
undergone since last general conference.

Capernaum in Galilee

Imagine with me you are a young teenager in
Capernaum, near the Sea of Galilee, during the
ministry of Jesus Christ. Word spreads of a rab-
bi—a teacher—whose message draws multitudes.
Neighbors plan to travel to a mount overlooking
the sea to hear Him.

You join others walking the dusty roads
of Galilee. Upon your arrival, the large crowd
gathered to hear this Jesus surprises you. Some
quietly whisper, “Messiah”

You listen. His words touch your heart. On
the long walk home, you choose quiet over con-
versation.

You ponder wondrous things—things that
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Impdciuirea incepe tot in locul cel mai esential - in
inima noastrd. Apoi, in cimine si familii.

Bine ati venit la conferinta generala! Cat de
recunoscatori suntem ca ne-am adunat impreu-
na!

In timp ce asteptim cu nerdbdare desfasu-
rarea acestei conferinte, suntem perfect consti-
enti de sdptimanile care au precedat-o. Ne dim
seama ca inimile noastre sunt indurerate din
cauza pierderilor si ca unii simt incertitudine din
cauza violentei sau tragediilor din intreaga lume.
Chiar si oameni devotati adunati in locuri sacre
- inclusiv capela noastrd sfantd din Michigan -
si-au pierdut viata sau au pierdut persoane dragi.
Vorbesc din inima, intelegdnd cd multi dintre
dumneavoastra aveti inima impoviérata din cauza
celor prin care ati trecut dumneavoastra, famili-
ile dumneavoastra si lumea noastra de la ultima
conferintd generala.

Capernaum, in Galilea

Imaginati-va aldturi de mine ca sunteti un
adolescent in Capernaum, langd Marea Galileii,
in timpul slujirii lui Isus Hristos. Circula vorba
despre un rabi — un invétator — al crui mesaj
atrage multimi. Vecinii planuiesc sa célatoreasca
la un munte cu vedere la mare pentru a-L auzi.

Vi alaturati altora care merg pe drumurile
prafuite ale Galileii. La sosirea dumneavoastra,
multimea mare adunata sa-L auda pe acest Isus
va surprinde. Unii soptesc incet: ,Mesia”

Dumneavoastra ascultati. Cuvintele Sale va
ajung la inima. Pe drumul lung spre casa, alegeti
linistea in locul conversatiei.

Cugetati asupra unor lucruri minunate —
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transcend even the law of Moses. He spoke of
turning the other cheek and loving your enemies.
He promised, “Blessed are the peacemakers: for
they shall be called the children of God.”

In your reality, as you feel the weight of
difficult days—uncertainty and fear—peace feels
distant.

Your pace quickens; you arrive home breath-
less. Your family gathers; your father asks, “Tell
us what you heard and feel”

You share that He invited you to let your
light shine before others, to seek righteousness
even when persecuted.Your voice catches as you
repeat, “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God”

You ask, “Can I truly become a peacemaker
when the world is in commotion, when my heart
is filled with fear, and when peace seems so far
away?”

Your father glances at your mother and
answers gently, “Yes. We begin in the most basic
place—in our hearts. Then in our homes and
families. As we practice there, peacemaking can
spread to our streets and villages.”

Fast Forward 2,000 Years

Fast forward 2,000 years. No need to imag-
ine—this is our reality. Although the pressures
felt by today’s rising generation differ from those
of the young person in Galilee—polarization,
secularization, retaliation, road rage, outrage,
and social media pile-ons—both generations face
cultures of conflict and tension.

Gratefully, our young men and women are
similarly drawn to their Sermon-on-the-Mount
moments: seminary, For the Strength of Youth
conferences, andCome, Follow Me. Here they
receive the same enduring invitations from the
Lord: to let their light shine before others,to seek
righteousness even when persecuted,and to love
their enemies.

They also receive encouraging words from
living prophets of the Restoration: “Peacemakers
needed”Disagree without being disagreeable.
Replace contention and pride with forgiveness
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lucruri care transcend chiar si legea lui Moise. El
a vorbit despre faptul de a va intoarce si cela-
lalt obraz si de a va iubi vrajmasii.El a promis:
»Ferice de cei impéciuitori, caci ei vor fi chemati
[copii] ai lui Dumnezeu”

In realitatea dumneavoastra, cand simtiti po-
vara zilelor grele — nesiguranta si teama - pacea
pare indepartata.

Vi accelerati ritmul; ajungeti acasa fara suflu.
Membrii familiei dumneavoastra se adund, tatal
dumneavoastra va cere: ,,Spune-ne ce ai auzit si
ce ai simtit”.

Impirtasiti cd El v-a invitat s3 v ldsati lumi-
na sa lumineze inaintea altora, sa cautati nepri-
hénirea chiar si atunci cand sunteti persecutati.
Glasul vi se inmoaie cind repetati: ,,Ferice de cei
impdciuitori, cici ei vor fi chemati [copii] ai lui
Dumnezeu”

Dumneavoastra intrebati: ,,Chiar pot sd
devin un impdciuitor cand lumea este tulburata,
cand inima imi este plind de teama si cAnd pacea
pare atat de indepartata?”.

Tatal dumneavoastra se uita la mama dum-
neavoastri si raspunde cu blandete: ,,Da. Ince-
pem in locul cel mai esential - in inima noastra.
Apoi, in caminul si familia noastra. Pe masura
ce facem acest lucru acolo, impdciuirea se poate
raspandi pe strézile si satele noastre.

Derulam repede inainte 2000 de ani

Deruldm repede inainte 2000 de ani. Nu este
nevoie sa ne imaginam - aceasta este realitatea
noastrd. Desi presiunile resimtite de generatia
care se ridica de astazi difera de cele resimtite
de tinerii din Galilea - polarizarea, seculariza-
rea, razbunarea, violenta la volan, indignarea si
atacurile in masa de pe retelele de socializare -
ambele generatii se confrunta cu anumite culturi
marcate de conflicte si tensiuni.

Din fericire, tinerii nostri baieti si tinerele
noastre fete sunt la fel de atrasi de momentele
si locurile lor aseménatoare ,,Cuvantérii de pe
munte”: seminarul, conferintele Pentru intarirea
tineretului siVino si urmeaza-Ma. Acolo, ei pri-
mesc aceleasi invitatii pe termen lung din partea
Domnului: sd-si lase lumina sa lumineze inaintea
celorlalti, sa caute neprihanirea chiar si cand sunt
persecutatisi sa-si iubeasca vrajmasii.

Ei primesc, de asemenea, cuvinte de incu-
rajare de la profetii in viatd ai restaurdrii: ,,Este
nevoie de impéaciuitori”. Puteti sd vd exprimati
opinia de a nu fi de acord intr-un mod placut.
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and love.Build bridges of cooperation and under-
standing, not walls of prejudice or segregation.
And the same promise: “Blessed are the peace-
makers: for they shall be called the children of
God”

The hearts of today’s rising generation are
filled with a testimony of Jesus Christ and a hope
for the future. Yet they too ask, “Can I truly be-
come a peacemaker when the world is in com-
motion, my heart is filled with fear, and peace
seems so far away?”

The resounding response is once again yes!
We embrace the words of the Savior: “Peace I
leave with you, my peace I give unto you. ...

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid”

Today, peacemaking still begins in the most
basic place—in our hearts. Then in homes and
families. As we practice there, peacemaking will
spread into our neighborhoods and communi-
ties.

Let’s further consider these three places
where a modern-day Latter-day Saint makes
peace.

Peacemaking in Our Hearts

The first is in our hearts. A visible element
of Christ’s ministry demonstrates how children
were drawn to Him. Therein lies a clue. Looking
into the pure and innocent peacemaking heart of
a child can be an inspiration for our hearts. Here
is how several Primary-age children answered
“What does it look like to be a peacemaker?”

I share their responses straight from their
hearts! Luke said, “Always help others” Grace
shared how important it is to forgive each other,
even when it doesn’t feel fair. Anna said, “I saw
someone who didn’t have anyone to play with, so
I went to play with her” Lindy reflected that to be
a peacemaker is to help others. “Then you pass it
on. It will just keep going on and on.” Liam said,
“Don’t be mean to people, even if they are mean
to you” London exclaimed, “If someone teases
or is mean to you, you say, ‘Please stop.” Trevor
observed, “If there is one donut left and you all
want it, you share”

These children’s responses are evidence to
me that we are all born with divine inclinations
toward kindness and compassion. The gospel
of Jesus Christ nurtures and knits these divine
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Inlocuiti cearta si mandria cu iertare si dragoste.
Claditi punti de cooperare si intelegere, nu ziduri
de prejudecati sau segregare.Si, aceeasi promi-
siune: ,,Ferice de cei impdciuitori, cici ei vor fi
chemati [copii] ai lui Dumnezeu”.

Inimile celor din generatia care se ridica de
astazi sunt pline de marturie despre Isus Hristos
si speranta pentru viitor. Totusi si ei se intreaba:
»Chiar pot sd devin un impéciuitor cand lumea
este tulburata, inima imi este plind de teama si
pacea pare atat de indepértati?”.

Réspunsul categoric este, din nou, da! Ac-
ceptam cu bucurie cuvintele Salvatorului: ,,Va las
pacea, va dau pacea Mea... Sd nu vi se tulbure
inima, nici sa nu se inspdiménte”.

Astazi, impaciuirea incepe tot in locul cel
mai esential - in inima noastrd. Apoi, in camine
si familii. Pe masura ce facem acest lucru acolo,
impdciuirea se va raspandi in cartierele si comu-
nitatile noastre.

Sa analizam mai detaliat aceste trei locuri in
care un sfant din zilele din urma din zilele noas-
tre face pace.

Imp&ciuirea in inima noastré

Primul loc este in inima noastra. Un ele-
ment vizibil al slujirii lui Hristos aratd modul in
care copiii au fost atrasi catre El. Aici exista un
indiciu. Faptul de a privi in inima impaciuitoare,
pura si inocenta a unui copil poate fi o sursa de
inspiratie pentru inima noastra. Va spun cum au
raspuns cativa copii de la Societatea Primara la
intrebarea ,,Ce faci pentru a fi impéciuitor?”.

Vé impdrtasesc raspunsurile lor venite direct
din inima lor! Luke a spus: ,,Ii ajut mereu pe cei-
lalti”. Grace a impartasit cat de important este sa
ne iertam unii pe altii, chiar si cand nu ni se pare
corect. Anna a spus: ,Am vazut pe cineva care
nu avea cu cine sa se joace, asa cd m-am dus sa
md joc cu ea”. Lindy a spus ca a fi impéciuitor in-
seamna sa-i ajuti pe ceilalti. ,, Apoi, transmiti mai
departe. Si va continua la nesfarsit” Liam a spus:
»Nu fiti rdi cu oamenii, chiar daca ei sunt rai cu
voi”. London a exclamat: ,,Daca cineva va tachi-
neaza sau este rdutdcios cu voi, spuneti: «Te rog,
inceteaza!»”. Trevor a spus: ,,Dacd a mai ramas o
gogoasa si o doriti cu totii, impartiti-o”

Réspunsurile acestor copii sunt, pentru mine,
o dovada ca noi, toti, ne nastem cu inclinatii di-
vine catre bunatate si compasiune. Evanghelia lui
Isus Hristos hraneste si intretese aceste trasaturi
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traits, including peacemaking, into our hearts,
blessing us in this life and the next.

Peacemaking at Home

Second, building peacemaking in our homes
by using the Lord’s pattern to influence our rela-
tionships with one another: persuasion, long-suf-
fering, gentleness, kindness, meekness, and love
unfeigned.

Here is an inspiring story that demonstrates
how one family made peacemaking a family
affair, putting these principles into practice.

Children in this family were struggling in
their relationship with an adult whose demeanor
was often grumpy, condescending, and curt. The
children, hurt and frustrated, began to wonder
if the only way forward was to mirror that same
mean-spirited behavior.

One evening the family spoke openly togeth-
er about the tension and the toll it was taking.
And then an idea emerged—not just a solution
but an experiment.

Instead of responding with silence or retal-
iation, the children would do something unex-
pected: they would respond with kindness. Not
just polite restraint but a deliberate, heartfelt
outpouring of kind words and thoughtful deeds,
no matter how they were treated in return. All
agreed to try it for a set time, after which theyd
regroup and reflect.

Though some were hesitant at first, they
committed to the plan with genuine hearts.

What happened next was nothing short of
remarkable.

The cold exchanges began to thaw. Smiles re-
placed scowls. The adult, once distant and harsh,
began to change. The children, empowered by
their choice to lead with love, found joy in the
transformation. The change was so profound that
the planned follow-up meeting was never need-
ed. Kindness had done its quiet work.

In time, true bonds of friendship were
formed, lifting everyone. To be peacemakers, we
forgive others and deliberately build others up
instead of tearing them down.

Peacemaking in Our Communities
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divine, inclusiv impaciuirea, in inima noastra,
binecuvantandu-ne in aceastd viatd si in viata
care urmeaza.

Impé&ciuirea in cadmin

Al doilea loc, cladirea impaciuirii in cami-
nele noastre folosind tiparul Domnului pentru
a ne influenta relatiile unii cu altii: convingere,
rabdare indelungata, bunatate, blandete, umilinta
si dragoste neprefacuta.

Va impartasesc o povestire care inspird si
care demonstreaza cum a facut o familie ca im-
péciuirea sa fie o chestiune de familie, punand in
practica aceste principii.

Copiii din aceastd familie intampinau gre-
utati in relatia lor cu un adult care era adesea
morocdnos, dispretuitor si aspru. Copiii, raniti
si frustrati, au inceput sé se intrebe dacd singura
cale de urmat era sd imite acelasi comportament
rautacios.

Intr-o seard, familia a vorbit deschis despre
tensiunea existentd si efectele negative pe care
aceasta le avea. Si, apoi, a aparut o idee — nu doar
o solutie, ci un experiment.

In loc sd raspundi cu ticere sau sa se raz-
bune, copiii aveau sa facd ceva neasteptat: sa
raspundd cu bunitate. Nu doar cu o abtinere
politicoasa, ci cu o revérsare deliberata, sincera,
de cuvinte amabile si gesturi pline de considera-
tie, indiferent de modul in care erau tratati. Toti
au fost de acord sd incerce pentru o perioada
determinata, dupé care aveau sd se reuneasca si
sd analizeze.

Desi unii au ezitat la inceput, au acceptat
planul cu inima sincera.

Ceea ce s-a intamplat apoi a fost pur si sim-
plu remarcabil.

Relatiile reci au inceput sa se dezghete. Zam-
betele au inlocuit incruntarile. Adultul, odata
distant si aspru, a inceput sd se schimbe. Copiii,
responsabilizati de alegerea lor de a conduce
cu dragoste, au gasit bucurie in transformare.
Schimbarea a fost atat de profundd, incat intalni-
rea de urmarire a progresului planificata nu a fost
niciodata necesard. Bundtatea isi ficuse treaba in
tdcere.

Cu timpul, s-au format adevdrate legdturi de
prietenie, inaltdndu-i pe toti. Pentru a fi impaciu-
itori, ii iertam pe altii si ii incurajam, in mod voit,
in loc sa-i descurajam.

Impéciuirea in comunitatile noastre
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Third, peacemaking in our communities. In
the troubled years of World War II, Elder John A.
Widtsoe taught: “The only way to build a peace-
ful community is to build men and women who
are lovers and makers of peace. Each individual,
by that doctrine of Christ ... holds in his hands
the peace of the [whole] world”

The following story beautifully illustrates that
precept.

Several years ago, two men—a Muslim imam
and a Christian pastor from Nigeria—stood on
opposite sides of a painful religious divide. Each
had suftered deeply. And yet, through the healing
power of forgiveness, they chose to walk a path
together.

Imam Muhammad Ashafa and Pastor James
Wauye became friends and unlikely partners in
peace. Together they established a center for
interfaith mediation. They now teach others to
replace hatred with hope. As two-time nominees
for the Nobel Peace Prize, they recently became
inaugural recipients of the Commonwealth Peace
Prize.

These former enemies now travel side by side
rebuilding what was broken, living witnesses that
the Savior’s invitation to be peacemakers is not
only possible—it is powerful.

When we come to know the glory of God,
then we “will not have a mind to injure one an-
other, but to live peaceably”In our congregations
and our communities, may we choose to see one
another as children of God.

A One-Week Peacemaker Plan

In summary, I offer an invitation. Peacemak-
ing demands action—what might that be, for
each of us, starting tomorrow? Would you con-
sider a one-week, three-step peacemaker plan?

A contention-free home zone: When con-
tention starts, pause and reboot with kind words
and deeds.

Digital bridge building: Before posting,
replying, or commenting online, ask, Will this
build a bridge? If not, stop. Do not send. Instead,
share goodness. Publish peace in the place of
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Al treilea loc, impdciuirea in comunitati-
le noastre. In anii tulburi ai celui de-al Doilea
Rézboi Mondial, varstnicul John A. Widtsoe ne-a
invatat: ,,Singurul mod de a clddi o comunitate
pasnica este de a cladi barbati si femei care iubesc
pacea si aduc pacea. Fiecare persoand, prin
aceasta doctrind a lui Hristos... tine in mainile
sale pacea [intregii] lumi”.

Urmadtoarea povestire ilustreaza frumos acest
precept.

Cu mai multi ani in urma, doi barbati - un
imam musulman si un pastor crestin din Nigeria
— se aflau de o parte si de alta a unei dureroase
diviziuni religioase. Fiecare dintre ei suferise
profund. Si, totusi, prin puterea vindecatoare a
iertdrii, au ales sa meargd impreuna pe aceeasi
cale.

Imamul Muhammad Ashafa si pastorul
James Wuye au devenit prieteni si parteneri
neasteptati in ciutarea picii. Impreuns, au
infiintat un centru de mediere interconfesionala.
Acum, dansii ii invata pe altii sd inlocuiascd ura
cu sperantd. Fiind de doud ori nominalizati la
Premiul Nobel pentru Pace, ei au devenit recent
primii laureati ai Premiului pentru Pace al Com-
monwealth-ului.

Acesti fosti dusmani céldtoresc acum unul
langa altul reconstruind ceea ce a fost distrus, fi-
ind martori vii ai faptului ca invitatia Salvatorului
de a fi impaciuitori nu este doar posibila - este
puternica.

Cand vom ajunge sd cunoastem slava lui
Dumnezeu, atunci ,,nu [vom] avea dorinta sa [ne
facem] riu unul altuia, ci s [triim] in pace”. In
congregatiile si comunitatile noastre, fie ca noi sd
alegem sa ne vedem unii pe altii ca fiind copii ai
lui Dumnezeu!

Un plan de o sdptdmana pentru a fi
impaciuitori

In incheiere, vi adresez o invitatie. Tmpéciu-
irea necesita actiune - care ar putea fl aceasta,
pentru fiecare dintre noi, incepand de maine?
Veti accepta un plan de o saptdména, in trei pasi,
pentru a fi impaciuitori?

O zond acasd in care cearta este interzisa.
Cand incepe cearta, opriti-va si luati-o de la capat
folosind cuvinte bune si facand fapte bune.

Clidirea unei punti digitale. Inainte de a
posta, rdspunde sau comenta online, intrebati-va:
»Va cladi acest lucru o punte?”. Daca nu, opriti-
va. Nu trimiteti. In schimb, impartisiti bunitate.
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hate.

Repair and reunite: Each family member
could seek out a strained relationship in order to
apologize, minister, repair, and reunite.

Conclusion

It has been a few months since I felt an
undeniable impression leading to this message:
“Blessed Are the Peacemakers.” In conclusion,
may I share impressions that have pressed upon
my heart over this time.

Peacemaking is a Christlike attribute. Peace-
makers are sometimes labeled naive or weak—
from all sides. Yet, to be a peacemaker is not to
be weak but to be strong in a way that the world
may not understand. Peacemaking requires
courage and compromise but does not require
sacrifice of principle. Peacemaking is to lead
with an open heart, not a closed mind. It is to
approach one another with extended hands, not
clenched fists. Peacemaking is not a new thing,
hot off the press. It was taught by Jesus Christ
Himself, both to those in the Bible and the Book
of Mormon. Peacemaking has since been taught
by modern-day prophets from the earliest days
of the Restoration even to this day.

We fulfill our divine role as children of a
loving Heavenly Father as we strive to become
peacemakers. I bear testimony of Jesus Christ,
who is the Prince of Peace, the Son of the living
God, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Publicati pace in locul urii.

Remediere si reunire. Fiecare membru al
familiei poate cauta o relatie tensionata pentru
a-si cere scuze, a sluji, a remedia si a reuni.

Concluzie

Au trecut citeva luni de cand am simtit
indemnul de netidgaduit care m-a condus la acest
mesaj: ,,Ferice de cei impaciuitori” In concluzie,
permiteti-mi sd va impartasesc impresii care mi-
au patruns adanc in suflet in aceasta perioada.

Impiciuirea este o insusire asemanitoare
celor ale lui Hristos. Impéciuitorii sunt uneori
etichetati drept naivi sau slabi - de toate partile.
Totusi, a fi impaciuitor nu inseamnd a fi slab, cia
fi puternic intr-un mod pe care lumea s-ar putea
sa nu-l inteleagd. Impaciuirea necesita curaj si
compromis, dar nu sacrificarea principiilor. Im-
péciuire inseamnd sd conduci cu inima deschisd,
nu cu mintea inchisa. Inseamna si ne apropiem
unul de celalalt cu méinile intinse, nu cu pum-
nii inclestati. Impaciuirea nu este un lucru nou,
proaspit scos din tipar. A fost propovaduita de
Isus Hristos Tnsugi, atat celor din Biblie, cat si
celor din Cartea lui Mormon. De atunci, impa-
ciuirea a fost propovaduitd de profetii din zilele
noastre din primele zile ale restaurdrii pana in
prezent.

Ne indeplinim rolul divin de copii ai unui
Tata Ceresc iubitor pe masura ce ne straduim sa
devenim impaciuitori. Depun marturie despre
Isus Hristos, Cel care este [Domnul pacii], Fiul
Dumnezeului celui Viu, in numele lui Isus Hris-
tos, amin.
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