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Reconciliation to God, through Jesus Christ’s
Atonement, leads to unshakable faith.

As I study the scriptures, I come across
words that really catch my attention, primarily
because they have special meaning as a result of
experiences I have had during my life. I spent my
career working as a forensic accountant. With
that background, the wordreconcilehas caught
my attention as I read the scriptures. My job was
to reconcile reported amounts with financial
records by applying accounting, auditing, and
investigative skills. In other words, my goal was
to align financial reports with the underlying
financial documents to ensure accuracy and
validity. I made diligent efforts to resolve dis-
crepancies, and it was common that significant
time was dedicated to resolving even very small
discrepancies.

The Apostle Paul pled with the Corinthians
to be “reconciled to God.”To be reconciled to
God means to be brought back into harmony
with God or to restore a relationship with God
that has been strained or broken because of our
sins or actions. Simply put, being reconciled to
God means aligning our will and actions with
God’s will, or as taught by President Russell M.
Nelson, letting God prevail in our lives.

As taught in the scriptures, we are free to act
for ourselves, “to choose the way of everlasting
death or the way of eternal life”’But if we are not
diligent, this freedom to act for ourselves may
lead to a loss of alignment with the will of God.

The prophet Jacob taught that when we find
ourselves in disharmony or misalignment with
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Forligning med Gud gennem Jesu Kristi forsoning
forer til urokkelig tro.

Nar jeg studerer skrifterne, dukker der ord
op, som virkelig taler til mig, hovedsageligt fordi
de har faet en seerlig betydning gennem de erfa-
ringer, jeg har gjort mig i livet. Jeg har arbejdet
som revisor med speciale i gkonomisk efterforsk-
ning hele min karriere. Med denne baggrund har
ordetforligefanget min opmerksomhed, nér jeg
leser skrifterne. Mit job var at »forlige« eller af-
stemme rapporterede belob med regnskaber ved
at anvende mine feerdigheder inden for regnskab,
revision og efterforskning. Med andre ord var
mit mal at afstemme regnskabsrapporter med de
underliggende regnskabsdokumenter for at sikre
nojagtighed og gyldighed. Jeg gjorde en ihaerdig
indsats for at lese uoverensstemmelser, og det var
almindeligt, at der blev brugt meget tid pa at lose
selv meget smé uoverensstemmelser.

Apostlen Paulus opfordrede korinterne
til at lade sig »forlige med Gud«.At forlige sig
med Gud betyder at blive bragt tilbage i andelig
harmoni med Gud eller at genoprette et forhold
til Gud, der er blevet anstrengt eller odelagt pa
grund af vores synder eller handlinger. Kort
sagt betyder det at forlige sig med Gud at bringe
vores vilje og handlinger i overensstemmelse
med Guds vilje, eller, som praesident Russell M.
Nelson sagde, at lade Gud rade i vores liv.

Som der star i skrifterne, er vi »frie til selv at
handle - til at veelge vejen til evigtvarende dod
eller vejen til evigt liv«.Men hvis vi ikke er flittige,
kan denne frihed til selv at handle fore til, at vi
ikke leengere er i harmoni med Guds vilje.

Profeten Jakob leerte os, at nar vi ikke er i
harmoni eller er i uoverensstemmelse med Gud,
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God, the only way we can achieve reconciliation
is to “be reconciled unto [God] through the
atonement of Christ.” We must realize that rec-
onciliation is dependent on mercy, implying that
Jesus Christ’s gracious act of atonement makes
reconciliation possible.

As you ponder your own life, think about a
time when you felt distant from Heavenly Father
because you had moved away from Him. For in-
stance, perhaps you became less diligent in your
prayers to Him or in keeping His command-
ments. Just as we choose to distance ourselves
from God, we must choose to initiate the effort
to reconcile. The Lord emphasized our respon-
sibility when He said, “Draw near unto me and I
will draw near unto you; seek me diligently and
ye shall find me; ask, and ye shall receive; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you.”

How does the Savior help us restore and
reconcile this important relationship? For me, I
make great progress in my journey to be recon-
ciled to God when I follow the counsel taught
by President Nelson and repent every day.The
reason being that reconciliation signifies the
restoration of a broken relationship, particularly
between God and humanity, by removing the
barrier of sin.

One of the great reconciliations we read
about in the scriptures is that of Enos. Something
in his life was out of alignment with God. He
exemplified relying on the Atonement of Jesus
Christ to reconcile with God. He explained his
desire to repent, his humility, his focus, and his
determination.His reconciliation with God was
confirmed when a voice came to him, saying,
“Enos, thy sins are forgiven thee, and thou shalt
be blessed”Enos recognized the impact that re-
pentance and reconciliation had on him when he
said, “And I, Enos, knew that God could not lie;
wherefore, my guilt was swept away.”

Reconciliation brings not only relief from
feelings of guilt but also peace within ourselves
and with others. It heals relationships, softens
hearts, and strengthens our discipleship, bringing
increased confidence before God. What brings
me great hope and confidence is another fruit of
reconciliation described by Enos when he said,
“And after I, Enos, had heard these words, my
faith began to be unshaken in the Lord.”

When I was a boy, my maternal grandfather
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er den eneste made, vi kan opna andelig ba-
lance pa, at blive »forligt med [Gud] ved Kristi
... forsoning«.Vi ma indse, at muligheden for

at forliges atheenger af barmhjertighed, hvilket
betyder, at det er Jesu Kristi nadefulde forsoning,
der gor det muligt.

Nar I taeenker over jeres liv, sa teenk pa et
tidspunkt, hvor I har folt jer langt vaek fra vor
himmelske Fader, fordi I havde fjernet jer fra
ham. Maske blev I mindre flittige i jeres benner
til ham eller i at holde hans bud. Ligesom vi
veelger at ferne os fra Gud, ma vi valge at tage
initiativ til at forlige os med ham. Frelseren lagde
veegt pa vores ansvar, da han sagde: »Kom neer til
mig, sa vil jeg komme neer til jer; sog mig flittigt,
sa skal I finde mig; bed, sa skal I fa; bank p4, sa
skal der blive lukket op for jer.«

Hvordan hjalper Frelseren os til at genopret-
te og forlige os med ham i dette vigtige forhold?
For mig styrkes min rejse mod at forliges med
Gud, nar jeg folger praesident Nelsons vejledning
og omvender mig dagligt.Arsagen til dette er,
at ndr vi forliges, genoprettes et brudt forhold
mellem Gud og mennesker, idet syndens barriere
bliver fjernet.

En af de store beretninger om at forliges, vi
leeser om i skrifterne, er den om Enosh. Noget i
hans liv var ikke i harmoni med Gud. Han blev
et forbillede pa, hvordan man kan stole pa Jesu
Kristi forsoning for at forliges med Gud. Han
beskrev sit onske om at omvende sig, sin ydmyg-
hed, sit fokus og sin beslutsomhed.Hans bekreef-
telse af, at han var blevet forligt med Gud, kom,
da en rost kom til ham og sagde: »Enosh, dine
synder er dig tilgivet, og du skal blive velsig-
net.«Enosh erkendte den dybe virkning, som om-
vendelse og muligheden for at forliges med Gud
havde pa ham, da han sagde: »Og jeg, Enosh,
vidste, at Gud ikke kunne lyve; derfor blev min
skyld fejet bort.«

Nar vi forliges, bringer det ikke kun lettelse
fra skyldfelelse, men ogsa fred i os selv og med
andre. Det helbreder relationer, blodger hjerter
og styrker vores discipelskab, hvilket giver os
storre selvtillid over for Gud. Noget, der giver
mig stort hab og tillid, er en anden frugt af at for-
liges, som Enosh beskrev, da han sagde: »Og efter
at jeg, Enosh, havde hert disse ord, begyndte min
tro pa Herren at blive urokkelig.«

Da jeg var dreng, havde min morfar en stor
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had a large cherry orchard. I had the opportunity
to work in the orchard, mostly in the summer
during the harvest of the cherries. As a very
young boy, I found that the extent of my involve-
ment was being handed a bucket and then sent
up a tree to pick the cherries.

The harvesting of cherries changed signifi-
cantly when my grandfather purchased a ma-
chine called a cherry shaker. This machine grabs
the trunk of the tree and shakes it, causing the
cherries to fall out of the tree onto nets that are
used to collect the cherries. I noticed that when
the shaker would begin to shake the tree, almost
all the cherries fell out of the tree within seconds.
I also noticed that it didn’t matter if the tree was
shaken for 10 seconds or a full minute, some
cherries would not fall. They were truly unshak-
able.

Shaking cherries out of a tree is possible
because of the release of ethylene. This hormone
causes the layer of cells between the stem of the
cherry and the tree to weaken. Therefore, the
stem of a ripe cherry more easily detaches from
the tree because of the weakened connection.

In the scriptures, we learn that the stem of
Jesse is a metaphor for the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
who was prophesied to come from the lineage of
Jesse, the father of King David.Just as ethylene
weakens the connection of a ripe cherry stem,
disobedience, doubts, and fears can weaken our
connection to the stem of Jesse, or Jesus Christ,
allowing us to be easily shaken and separated
from Him. As faithful as we may be, we must
guard against a weakening of our connection to
Jesus Christ.

In the Doctrine and Covenants, even the
faithful are given a warning: “But there is a pos-
sibility that man may fall from grace and depart
from the living God.” The Lord continues, “Yea,
... even let those who are sanctified take heed
also” To avoid falling, the Lord counsels, “There-
fore let the church take heed and pray always, lest
they fall into temptation.”

One might equate the state of being easily
shaken to what scriptures describe as being ripe
for destruction, with impending consequences
for actions.The phrase can also be used more
broadly to indicate a state of decay, corruption,
or decline that makes something susceptible to
collapse or ruin.

What does this ripeness represent? Does it
mean that we can reach a point where we are
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kirsebaerplantage. Jeg havde mulighed for at
arbejde i plantagen, mest om sommeren under
kirsebaerhesten. Som meget lille dreng fandt jeg
ud af, at omfanget af min medvirken var at fa
udleveret en spand og blive sendt op i et tree for
at plukke kirsebeer.

Maden at hoste kirsebeer @endrede sig
markant, da min morfar kebte en maskine,
der hedder en kirsebeerryster. Denne maskine
griber fat om traeets stamme og ryster det, sa
kirsebaerrene falder ned pé net, der bruges til at
opsamle kirsebaerrene. Jeg lagde meerke til, at nar
maskinen begyndte at ryste treeet, faldt neesten
alle kirsebaer ned fra traeet inden for fa sekunder.
Jeg lagde ogsa meerke til, at uanset om traeet blev
rystet i 10 sekunder eller et helt minut, var der
nogle kirsebzer, der ikke faldt ned. De var virkelig
urokkelige.

Det er muligt at ryste kirsebaer ned fra et trae
pa grund af frigivelsen af @tylen. Dette hormon
far cellelaget mellem kirsebaerrets stilk og traeet
til at sveekkes. Derfor lasner stilken pa et modent
kirsebeer sig lettere fra treeet pa grund af den
svaekkede forbindelse.

I skrifterne laerer vi, at Isajs stub er en meta-
for for Messias, Jesus Kristus, som ifelge profeti-
en skulle komme fra Isajs sleegt, kong Davids far.
Ligesom etylen svaekker forbindelsen til en mo-
den kirsebeerstilk, kan ulydighed, tvivl og frygt
svaekke vores forbindelse til Isajs stub, eller Jesus
Kristus, sa vi let kan rystes og adskilles fra ham.
Uanset hvor trofaste vi er, ma vi vaerne os mod en
svaekkelse af vores forbindelse til Jesus Kristus.

I Leere og Pagter gives selv de trofaste en
advarsel: »Men der er en mulighed for, at men-
nesket kan falde fra ndden og fjerne sig fra den
levende Gud.« Herren fortseetter: »Ja, ... lad
endog dem, der er helliggjorte, ogsa tage sig i
agt.« For at undga at falde radgiver Herren: »Lad
derfor kirken tage sig i agt og altid bede, sa de
ikke falder i fristelse.«

Man kunne sammenligne det at veere let at
ryste ned med det, som skrifterne beskriver som
at veere moden til undergang med snarlige folger
af ens handlinger.Udtrykket kan ogsa bruges bre-
dere til at beskrive en tilstand af forfald, fordeerv
eller nedgang, som gor noget sarbart over for
sammenbrud og odeleggelse.

Men hvad repraesenterer denne modenhed?
Betyder det, at vi kan na et punkt, hvor det ikke
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unable to change? No, I think it means that we
can reach a point in time where we are unwilling
to change. The antidote to becoming ripe for de-
struction is to do those things that will strength-
en our connection to Jesus Christ. As mentioned,
repentance led Enos to the point of unshaken
faith. There is strength in repentance—regular,
prompt, and frequent repentance. As President
Nelson taught us, “Nothing is more liberating,
more ennobling, or more crucial to our individ-
ual progression than is a regular, daily focus on
repentance.”

In addition to preaching repentance, the
prophet Jacob taught that being aware of God’s
hand in our lives, seeking and receiving reve-
lation, and listening to God when He speaks
all help us to not be shaken.Jacob also taught,
“Wherefore, we search the prophets, and we have
many revelations and the spirit of prophecy; and
having all these witnesses we obtain a hope, and
our faith becometh unshaken”Listening to and
acting on the words and invitations of the proph-
ets and apostles can fill us with hope, confidence,
and strength, resulting in our faith becoming
unshaken.

I have learned that a desire to be reconciled
to God must be accompanied by a desire to
repent. Repenting and experiencing the blessings
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ lead to un-
shaken faith. Unshaken faith leads to a desire to
always be reconciled to God. This is a circular, or
iterative, pattern.

Brothers and sisters, I invite you to be rec-
onciled to God through the Atonement of Jesus
Christ. I testify that making and keeping cove-
nants makes our connection to the Savior strong,
thereby avoiding becoming ripe for destruction.
I testify that this reconciliation to God, through
Jesus Christ’s Atonement, leads to unshakable
faith.

I know Heavenly Father loves you and me,
and He sent His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
our Savior, Redeemer, and the great Reconciler.

I testify of Jesus Christ and do so in the name of
Jesus Christ, amen.
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er muligt at eendre sig? Nej, jeg tror, det betyder,
at vi kan na et punkt, hvor vi ikke er villige til

at eendre os. Modgiften mod at blive moden til
undergang er at gore de ting, der styrker vores
forbindelse til Jesus Kristus. Som navnt forte
omvendelse Enosh til et punkt, hvor han havde
en urokkelig tro. Der er styrke i omvendelse —
regelmaessig, hurtig og hyppig omvendelse. Som
preesident Nelson lerte os: »Intet er mere frige-
rende, foraeedlende eller vigtigere for vores indi-
viduelle udvikling end et regelmaessigt, dagligt
fokus pa omvendelse.«

Ud over at preedike omvendelse lerte profe-
ten Jakob os, at det at veere opmaerksom pa Guds
hand i vores liv, at sege og modtage abenbaring
og at lytte til Gud, nér han taler, alt sammen
hjelper os med ikke at blive rystet ned.Jakob sag-
de ogsa: »[Vi] gransker ... profeterne, og vi har
mange dbenbaringer og profetiens and; og da vi
har alle disse vidnesbyrd, far vi et hab, og vor tro
bliver urokkelig.«Nar vi lytter til og handler efter
profeternes og apostlenes ord og opfordringer,
kan det fylde os med hab, tillid og styrke, hvilket
resulterer i, at vores tro bliver urokkelig.

Jeg har leert, at et onske om at blive forligt
med Gud skal ledsages af et enske om at omven-
de sig. Omvendelse og oplevelsen af velsignel-
serne ved Jesu Kristi forsoning forer til urokkelig
tro. Urokkelig tro forer til et enske om altid at
veere forligt med Gud. Dette er et cirkuleert eller
gentagent monster.

Brodre og sestre, jeg opfordrer jer til at for-
liges med Gud gennem Jesu Kristi forsoning. Jeg
vidner om, at det at indga og holde pagter styrker
vores forbindelse til Frelseren, hvorved vi und-
gar at blive modne til undergang. Jeg vidner om,
at nar vi forliges med Gud gennem Jesu Kristi
forsoning, forer det til urokkelig tro.

Jeg vidner om, at vor himmelske Fader elsker
jer og mig, og han sendte sin elskede Sen, Jesus
Kristus, for at veere vor Frelser, Forlgser og den
store Forligsmand. Jeg vidner om Jesus Kristus
og gor det i Jesu Kristi navn. Amen.
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